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The Preface © 

neciique [criptaſunt, 
4d nofiram doc - 
nam {cripta ſunt vt 
per patientiam & 
conſol :ctonem ſcrip- 
rturs. u ſpemhabemus 
Romans, XV. Theſe be the wordes 
of the greate dottoure and holy 
Apoltlz Saynt Paule, conſ{yderynge 
thac che ſpiritual liuynge of a Chri- 
ſtian in chisworlde,ſtadeth eſpecy- 
ally in hope of the blyſſeand of che 
lyfe thac 1s ro come in an other 
worlde. And for aſmuche as two 
thinges principally nouryſhech 
and trengthneth chis hope in man, 
thac is paciece in him ſelte & good 
exlamples of vertu to others, ther« 
foreot this haue many holy men 
wryten many bokes and to this 
purpoſe cheifly were ſpoken and 


wrought the-wordes & dedes of 


our lorde Ileſu Chriſt,al the time of 


his liuinge kere on earthe Therfore 


to ftrengthe vs &cofort vs inthis 
hope,tpekerh the Apoſtle the wor- 


des aforſaidto thisentent, fazinge 
A 2 chat 


- 
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4 The Preſace 
that all thinges chat are wryten 
general:y in holy churche, and ſpe- 
yallie of our lord Ieſu Chriſt, 
they be writen for our learning 
that by pacience &comforte of the 
nohe ſcriptures we may haue hope, 
thatis to faie, of the life and biifle 
thatis to comein an other worlde. 
Hereto accordingly ipeaketh ſaint 
Auſten thus. Goddes ſonne tooke 
mans nature on him, and in it he 
{uffred thatwhich belonged to ma, 
& was made the medicine of man, 
and chis medicine 1s fo much that 
It can nut beconceiued: for there 1s 
no pride, but thatit may be healed 
throughe the meckenefle of Teſu 
Chriſt: there is no couetouſnes 
but that it may be heated throughe 
his pouertie: there is no wrathe 
but that it may be healed throughe 
his pacience : no malice bur it 
may be healed throughe his greate 
charitie: and more ouer there 15 no 
 finne or wickednefle but that he 
may be detended and kepte from 
It, the whiche inwardly —_— 
4 an 
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To the Reader. 5 
and folowerth the bleſſed wordes 
and deedes of Chriit, who gaue 
himſ(e!fchieflie for apatterne vn- 
to vs in exſample of good butnge, 
Where vpon now borhe meh and 
women, and euery age and euery 


| dignitie of this worlde, is itired to 


the hope of euerlaſtinge life. And for 
this hope & ro this entent was the 
holy ſcripture writte, asalſo diuerie 
bokes & tretiſes of deuoute me, not 
onelyin latin, butalfo in engiiihe 
both to me&wome,& thoſe that be 
offimple vnderitading: Amogethe 
V11Hch be write many deuoute me- 
ditacios of Chrilts lite, moreplainiy 
in certaine partes then is expreſJed 
in the goſpell of the foure Euange- 
iyites. Andas itis ſaid, the deuoute 
man and worthy clarke S. Bona- 
uentiire wrote them to a Relig - 
ous vwoman in latin, the whiche 
worke for the fructuous matter 
therof mouinge ſpecialyto the loue 
of our lorde Jeſu Chriſt, andalſo 
for the playne ſence thereof to co- 
mo vnderſtadynge ſemech amonge 
Az other 


le 


6 - The Prefate 


other -ſoueraignely edifyen e to 
{ymple people . The whiche as | 


chyldren haue ncede to be tedde 
with mylke of lyght dodtryne and 
not with ſadde meate of greate 8& 
of hyghe conteplacyen , therfore 
at theinſiaunce and prayer of ſome 
deuouteloules ,and to the edifyca= 
cyon of ſuch men orviomen 1s thrs 
drawen out of thieforſaid boke, ſpe- 
cyfyenge & odeclarynge the b'yſled 
lyte of of our ſauyour and redemer 
Teſu Chry!t wricenin ovr Enguth 
and vulgare ronge, and put into 
ſuch order and method as ſemeth 
to the wryter therof moſt meere 8 


edyfenge to them that be but of } 
ſymple vnderſtandynge and frayle 5 


encendement. Vnto the whiche 
fymple ſoules as ſaynt Bernarde 
ſayth, contemplacyon of the man= 
hode of Chriſt is more expedient & 
more ſuer than is the hyghe conte- 
placyo of the God head. And ther= 
fore to hym is princypaly to be ſet 
in mynde the ymage of Chrittes 
Incarnacyon, paſsion, & reſurrec= 
tion 
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To th: Reader. Td 
tion , ſo that aſymple ſoule who 
cannot thynke bur on bodyes & 
bodyly thynges, may haue ſom=- 
what accordynge to his affection. 
wherwith he may moue & ſtyreyp 
his deuocyon., Wherforeit is to be 
ynderſtoode and taken as for a 
pryncypall & generall rule ofdy- 
uerſe imagynacions that folowe 
after in this boke, that the diſcry- 
binge of ſpeches, or dedes, of Godz 
of heuet, & of Aungelles, or othet 
ghoſtly ſubſtaunces, be onely 


writen in this maner, & to this 


Intent, that is to fay as a deuoute 


ymagination and likneſle {tyringe 
ſimple ſoules to the loue of God, 
& deſire of heuenly thinges. For as 
{zynt Gregory ſaith, thertore is the 
kingedome of heuen likened to 
erthely rhinges, tnat by thoſe 
thinges that be viſible, and 
thacta ma nnaturally knoweth, he 
may be ſtired and rauiſſhed 


'ro loue and defre gaoſtly inmſt- 


ble thinges that he naturaly kno- 
weth not, Alſo faintIohn faithe 
A4 thac 


S * The Prefacs 
that ail thoſe thinges thar Ieſus 
did werenot writein thegoſpell: 
wheretore we beinge ſtirredro de- 
uocton,imagine, and thinke diuers 
wordes & deedes of him and other 
the whith we inde not expreſlly 
written, ſo thatictbe not againſt 
our faith; And as the holy man S, 
Gregory and many other greate 6C 
notable doctoures faith, that holy 
ſcripture may be expoundded , 
declared, & vnderitoode in many 
& diners maners and ynto diuers 
purpoſes, ſo that it be not either 
againſt faich or good-. manners. 
And ſo what time orin what place 
in this boke 1s writen, that chus 
did, or thus fpake our lorde Ieſus, 
or other which be ſpoken of, and Js 
not proued or grounded in the 
exprelle ſaienge; ofholy ſcripture, 
it isto betaken nome otherwiſe the 
as a deuoute meditacion , which 
might be fo ſpoken or fo done. 
And fo foraſmuche as in this booke 
be coteined diuerſe imaginacios of 
Chriſtes life, the which life fro the 
begin=- 
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Tc theReader, © 
beginninge to the ending was euer 
bleſſed and without finne ſur- 
paſinge all the lines of all other 
fayntes;& holie me chateuer were; 
theewhich alſo becauſe it may not 
be fully deſcribed as the lyues of 0- 
ther Saintes,bucin a man:r of lyke- 
nes as the ymage of a manes face 1s 
ſhewed in the myrrour, theriore 
as a propernaine to this booke 1t 
may be rightly called TheMyrroure of 
the bleſſed lyfe of Ieſn Christe. Fur- 
thermore for to ſpeake of the pro= 
firable & good matter of this 
booke,theatorſaydClerke $ Bona- 
venture ſpeakyngetothe woman 
afor ayd 3n Jus preface be- 
gynneth in this 
maner. 


Sy 


The Prefaceof 


Saint Bonauenture, 


£ Mongeother ver- 
| $2 S 
YO 


'cuoOUs commenda=- 

tions of the holy 

\\Y virgyne Saint Ce- 

2 cily,itis wryten of 

= |; that ſhe bare 

alway che goſpell of Chriſt lodged 
in her breſte,that is to ſaye,che ble- 
fied lite ofour lorde and Sauioure 
ſeſu Chriſt as itis writen 1n the 
goſpeli:out of the which, the choſe 
Certains parts tnolt devoute, whe- 
recon ſhe did tot hir neditation and 
her thought day and nxght with 
acle2ncand holy harce. And when 
ſe had fo fully ouergone all the 
maner of his lite he began againe, 
& ſo with a likeinge & ſweete 
ghoſtly taſte ſhewingein what mas 
ner the goſpel] of Chriit was to be 
loued, (he tette and bare ic cuerin 
thepriuitic ofher breſt. In the ſame 
maner I council thee that thou 
cge or amivnge al ghojily excr= 


cis 


Saint Bonauenture. It 
ciſes thisis molt profhcable & ne- 
ceſlary , &which may bringe thee 
to the higheſidegree of good ly- 
vine which ſtandeth ſpecially in 
per:ite diſpitinge of the worlde, in 
paciereſuliringe of aduerfiries &1n 
the encrea{e&gettinge of vertues. 
For ſurely chou ſhalte neuer tinde 
V-ere a man may (fo perfittely be 
taught, tirſt for to ſtable his harce 
againſt the vanities of theworlde, 
and to ftrengthren himſelfe a- 
monge his tribulacionsand aducre 
fires, and furthermore to be kepte 
fro vices and to obtaine all maner 
of vertues, as in bleſſed life of our . 
lorde Jeſu Chriſte , the whiche 
was euer without defauite moſte 
perate.Fyrite Ifaie,thar that blifſed 
life of our lorde Ilefu Carilt Ita. 
bl-ſheth che ſoule and the harte 
againſt vanities & dece:uabie pica- 
ſures ofthe worlde, this 1s thewed 
openly in the bleſſed virgine Ste 
Cecilye before named, wv hen the 
filled fo fully her harte of the lite of 
Cliriſt , that the vanities of the 
EY PE AG worlds 


12 The Prefaceof 

worlde mightnot enter in to her. 
Forinall the greate pope of wed- 
dinge where {o many vanities be 
vied, when the organs blewe and 
ſonpe, lhe ſecte her hearc {tedfaſtly 
in God, euer prayingand layinge 
Lorde ts my harte, and my bod cleane 
andnvtdefiled, ſo that tbe not confoun- 
aed. Secondlie yyhence is it that 
Martirs haue ſuci great itrengene 
againit divers tormentes , but 
as faint Beroarde ſaith in that 
they lect all their harces and 
deuocion in the paſsion and in 
the woundes of Ciril{t : tor what 
time tne martir ſtandeth wich 
his Lodyall to rent and neuerthe- 
lefſe 1s piadds & Ioyfull in all 
his paine, where trow& you is then 
his foule& his heart, {ureliein the 
wouncies of leſt, yea the woundes 
nor coiled bur open & wyde to 
enrcer in, for elleshe ſholdefeele the 
harde payne & not be able to en-. 
dure rhe lomenc but {oone fale & 
dente God And not one]y martyrs 
but aillo contelloures virgines 8T 


Saint Brnanenture. T2 
all thacliuerighteouſely deſpiſinge 
the worlde in many trybulacions, 
infyrmityes, and deedes of penace, 
both keepinge their pacience, and 
alſo moreouer therwith be Ioye- 
full &gladde in ſoule,as we ſee ful 
ofcen:and why fo bur for that cheir 
 hartes be molte properly fixed 1 
Chriſt by deuoute meditacio of ils 
bleſſed I fe. As cothe T hird point, 
that it kepeth fro vices & ditpoleth 
ſoucraingly tothe gertige of yertues 
appeareth welzin that the perfectio 
of all vertues 1s tounde in Chriſtes 
B.life. For where ſhalt thou finde (o 
open exlample and doctrine of {0 
ueraigne charitie, of perfite pouer=- 
tie, of profoiide mekenefſe,of pact- 
ence &, other vertues, as in the 
bleſſed life of Ieſu Chriſt? Here of 
{aith- faint Bernarde : That he Vpon {'. 7 
traualleth in yaine aboute the get- ns = = 
inge of vertues, who ſo hopeth _— 
to finde them any where bur in 
theLorde of vertues, whole life is 


greats 


14 The Preface of | 
greate comforte and ghoſtly pro- | 
fite in deuoute contemplacion of | 
Chriſtes blefled body: wherfore | 
thou thac coucytelt to feele truly, 
the fruyte of this preſence booke 
thou mult with all chy'thougare 
& thyneentent procure thee in thy 
{oulepreſ:t tochoſethinges that be 
here written, ſaid, or done of 
our lorde Iefu . And thatearneltly 
and reſpectiuely as thoughe chou 
heardeſt che with thy bodtly eares 
or ſawelt them doone with thy 
bodily eyes, puttinge awaye for 
the time, and leuinge all other 
occupacions and butines-. And | 
though it fo be that the begin- } 
ningeof the mater of tius booke | 
which is the bleſſed life of Ietu 
Chriſte be ar!:is Incarnacion , ne- 
uercheles we may firlit deuoucly 
imagin and thinke fome thin- 
ges done before touchinge God 
and his Aungelles in heauen, Callo 
concerninge the bletled virgin our | 
lady faint Marie inthe earche, of the 

whache we ars to beginne. _ 
or 


| Saint Bonauenture. T5 
for aſmuch as this boke is deuyded 
Y&parted into ſ{euezall chaprers,atter 
Fche (cuerall actes of our Sauiour, 
therefore euery daye one parte or 
othertherofisto be had In cotepla- 
cio of them that haue therco detire 
Band deuocion . Wherfore the en- 
trance & begining of this ghoſtly 
worke telleth firſt of the deoute.in « 
ſtaunce and cefire ofthe holy Aun- 
gelles in heuen for mans reitoringe 
& his {aluacion.to ſtire man amoge 
other thinges that dave ſpecially co 
yorſhiptne as holy Church in the 
ſame pointe ſpecially doth put vs 1n 
inde of them. Alſo not onely the 
atcrof this booke ts both pertinet 
& profticable to be had in contem=- 
placion ofthem that will or maye, 
but allo it belongeth ro the tymes 
df the Jeare.as in Aduet to reade SC 
d2uoutly hauein minde fro the be- 
71nninge vnco the Natiuice ofour 
orde lefus. And therof after 
n the aoly feaſt of Chiſtmaile. and 
o forthe of other matters as holy 
lurche makerh mention of them 
EPS, 


76 ThePrefaceof S, Bonauen, | 
in time of the yeare, Finally who 
{o readech or heareth this booke, 
feelingeany gholtly {weetneſle of 
grace there by, pray yee of charitie 
tpecially for the author and the 
drawerout therotas 1s yyricen here 
in engliſhe to the profite of th 
fimpleand deuoute foules as It was 
ſide before.. And thus endeth the 
preface, & after foloweth 
che conremplacion of the 
life of Chriſt the firlt 
part, and the firſt 
chapter, 


A denoute miditacion o{ the create 
£0:nſeil in heau? for the ra'oringe 
of man C7 his ſaluacyon. 


The 1, Chapter. 


man was exiled out 

Y of the highe cite 

of heauen by the 

Ya LK right 1udgment of 
gy 


AY JN Frer the.tyme thar 


Praxfa- 
tio Ga 


bric/is. 


18 Thegife of Chriſt, | 
miglity God ſoueraine kinge therof 
for 11s treſpas and his {inne, & fo 
wretchedly lay in priſon, and was / 
he'dein the bandes of that tirant þ 
the demll of heH, that none might 
come againe to that bleſſed CitieF 
the ſpace of five thouſande yeare 
and more All the blefed fpirices of 
heauen deſiringe the reſtoringe of 
their companie that was fallen 
downe with Lucifer, had great c0- 
paſſio of ſologe miſerie ot ma who 
was made for theyr reparacion, 6C 

praied often (or iis reftoringe. But 
ſpecially & with more inttauncs 
when the time ofgrace was come, 
what tyme as we may deuoutly 
imagin , al the bliſsed company oi 
Aiigels gathered togither with one 
wil & ſouerainedeuocis fell down 
proſtrate before the throne of al 


' mighty God kinge of heauen, anc 


Gabrielto whom as ſaint Bernard 
faith was made ſpecial reuelacto o 
Chriſtes Incarnation, in all thei 
names ſaid in this maner, Almight) 
lorde itliked your high maieſty 0 

you 


The life of Chriſt, 19 
your endlefſſe goodnes to makeof 
nought that noble and reaſonable 

creature man for our comfort and 

Y conſolation, that of him ſholde be 
made the reſtoringe of our falſe 
| company Lucifer and his felowes 
who fell downe fro vs by apoltaly, 
ſo that he ſholdedwell here in this 
blifſ:d place with ys, loninge and 
worſhippingeyou withour ende, 
But lo good lorde now all they 
perithe & none is ſaued. Alſoin fo 
many thouſand yeare paſled we ſee 
none of them all here. Oureaemies 
haue che victory 6c of them our 
parte is not reſtored, but the priſon 
of hell continually flled: wherein 
it ſeemeth olordeas if you hadde 
created them only to perdition z 
which althonghe 1t be done afcer 
mY righteouſnes, neuertheles 
ordit1snow time of mercy: haus 
Wn minde that yee made them after 
your owne likenes , and though 
their fore fathers foliſhly & wret= 
nedly brake your holy comman- 
ement, neuertheles your mercy 1s 
aboue 


20 The life of Chriſt, 
aboue al your workes wherfore |} 
their Cites be (er vpon you as on | 
their lordes handes ty}l yee haue 


mercy on them and helpe them Fin 


with a ſpedie and a' wiwlefome þ 
remedy, 


* ; Sy 
Of the difiiculty Which aroſe betWixt 
the four ſiſters Mercie 
Truth, Peace (F 1 
» py 3 # 
Regt Leon /nes, 


Ere with beganne.a maner 

of alceracion & diſputacion 

berwene the foure kinges daugh- 

ters tliatisto ſay, Mercy and Truth 

Peace & Righteouſneſlſe ,Of the 

whiche foure Mercy & Peace ac- 

cordinge to tie Aungells prater 

aforeſaid were fauourable to mans 

reitoringe . But the other two 

FR fitters Truth, and Righteouſnes 
- Her. » . " . ' 

in dds gaineſaid the lame. As ſaint Ber- 

ſer. of Nardeby deuout? meditacion ma- 

the An« keth hereof aproceſlle faire & lon- 

| to © ge: butto talke therof ſhortly as to 

*  ourpurpoleat this time tho ſome- 

what 


The life of Chriſt, _ 27 
-hatin other maner and in other 
rordes; we may imagine & thinke 
Sus Firſt Mercy and Peace knee- 
Jinge before their father kinge and 
Borde of heauen by the prophetes 
yordes Dauid ſaid thus: Lorde Wilt 
hou caſt aWaie from thee man hinde 
p-1thour ende , or hait thou forgoten 
odcemercy for ever.& this they re- 
earced ofte Then our Lordeſaid , 
all forth your- other two fifters 
he which yee ſee ageinſt you. & 
et vs fee alſo what they wil ſay 
ere to: & they were called and 
ame alltogitner, Mercy began 8 
aidin thiswiſe. My father ofmercy 
twas your will ever without ende 
mong your other daughters my 
ters togiueme that prerogatiue 


c 
boue all other your workes ; ſup 
hat I ſhoulide not onlie reigne omuia 


Nun- 
quid in 
XTICT- 

num 
pcojt- 
cirDecs 
us- 


- 


Miſcri- 

cordia 
1U$ 

er 


ere with you in heauen, bur alſo opera 
hat the earthe ſholde be repleniſ- ©v% 


hed with me in ſo much, that 
vho fo woulde truely & ſRedfaltly 
ke my helpe in any miſery he 
Loulde without fayle finde ſuc- 

cour 


_ 


22 The life of Chrift 
ſucour & helpe through the medi-| 
acion of me. But now lo my dere | 
father that worthy parte of ear. h& 
your noble creature man in his 
greate wreichednes & exile (o loge 
time,crieth cotinualy& aſketh after 
my helpe&chetime is now come In 


the which vniefle yee helpe him & ga 
ſaue him I leefe my name. Here a- f fat 
oainſte theocher fiſter Truch (aid F bo 
yeknowe wel my father molt crueF] Tr 
God that I am beginninge of your th1 
wordes, & afterye m:de man 1n ſofÞf for 
oreate Worthines yee weded meto ff to: 
| himon that condicion, that wonatÞ mi 
timehe ſhoulde breake your law he rio 
& all that come of him ſholdeleeſe fl the 
heauen & be damnedto the dethe, ſ ſte; 
whertore he forſooke me & beroke  & | 
him ro your enemy and mine the Lar 
father of lyeinge, witnefle my filter | dw 
Righteouſnes. wherefore I periſheF tha 
and looſe my name vnleſſelic hauc tra; 
death as he hathe deferued. Then for, 
beſpake Righteouſnes Righteoule & k 
lorde thou haſte made me goucr- & r 
noure of thy dome cucrlattingeF con 


With 


The life of Chift, 2 
with outende, andalſo my filter 
Truthe teacher of thy lawe, 8& 
though ir ſo be that our ſiſter 
Mercy beſtired of pytie & of zeale 
for mannes ſalualcion, neuerthe- 
lefle in that ſhe wolde fave him 
that hath ſo greatly offended a- 

ainſte you avd vs, without dewe 
latisfaction, ſhe wolde deflroye vs 
bothe her fitters, thas is to {aye 
Truthe & Kighreouſnes, & ouer- 
throwe our name. Herewich the 


fourthe ſil:er came forthe rhat is x, qvee 


to ſay Peace, and firſt ſoberiy bla- faus 


minge ber ſiſters for their contra-. eſt 1o- 
rious wordes, & their {trif, ſaid to Ys 
them thus; knowe yeenot well - 
ſters that our father hath ordeined 
& made his place onely there as 
lam & that I may not abide nor 
dwel thereas is {irif & diſcenſion, 
that itis not ſemely but fully con- 
trary to be amonge vertues, Wher- 
fore if yee ceaſe not of this ſtrife 
& be accorded I multi forfake you 
& my father alſo.lo here i- a greate 
contxouerly betwene theſe toure 
RY : daug liters 


Pater 


omne 
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24 The life of Chrift 

dovghters of our lorde, & fo preate 
reaſons, that ir was notſcene how 
that in mannes ſaluacion Mercy, 
and Truth, Peace & Righteouſnes 
might fully be kepte & accorded 
togerher. Then bid the father of 
heauen that foraſmuche as he had 
gevien all his iuogmer to his deare 
Sones ſoueraigne wiſdome kinge 


dedit euerlaſtinge with him in one god- 
Filio, head, chat theſe foure daughters 
ſhould go to him, to determine this 
queſtion & ro giue ſentericercheron. 
& when the kinges foueraignewile 


dome. had wrote the fentence in 
manerfolloywinge,hetooke itto his 
Chah celor Reaton to reade itin his 
name ſaicnge inrheſe wordes. T his 
daughter Truthe ſich that ſhe 
periſſheth & leeſeth her name vn- 
lefſe man diethe dearh as he hath 
deſerued, and With her accordeth 
her filter Righreouſines, AnG on the 
other ſide Mercy faith that ſhe per 
Hheth and leſech bir ramegtt man 
have not mercy& be ſaucd, % rhere 
with accctidcth the fourth biter 

Peace, 


The hife of Chriſt, 2 
Peace: wherfore to accorde alcheſs 
together, and for a finall Iudge- | 
ment in this matter; Let there be ludicis W 
one founde out that is innocent R<8is- 
and with outall finne, and that 

may and will of charitie, ſuffer 
death for mans redemption, and 

then haue theyallchac which chey 

aske and defire. For death can 

no longer detaine him that is ,,_ 
with out ſinne, and ſo by that in- lian” "4 
nocent deathe, he ſhall conquer perpec- $4 
and ouercome death, makeinge in catume Jy ay 
him a way thoroughe the which \$\FÞ 
man may paſle and be ſaued, 

In this noble ſentence all the 
Courre of heauen wondringe and 
commendingethe (oucraigne wiſ= 
dome of the kinge, gladlie yealded 
their aſſentes hereunto: but fur- 
thermore they asked among them 
ſelues, where that one might be ..f 
founde that ſhould fulfill and doe _ 
this greatedeede of charitie . And i 
then Mercie tooke with hir Reaſs, 
and firite ſoiizhe amounge allche 
orgers of Angelles in Hzauen, to 
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26 The life of Chrift, 

ſee whether any of them were able 
to doe this blefled deede, bnr there 
was none . Alſo Truth fought 
from heauen to cne Clowdes x 
neathe , whether there were any 
creature that might periorme ir, 
and they were all vnab'e. Riglite- 
ouſnes went downe to Earthe 
amonge the highe Hilles,and into 
the deepe pitt of Helle, ro ſee whe- 
ther there were any that might yn. 
dertake this good and innoncent 
deede, but there was none to be 
founde cleane of ſinne , no note 


Ns eſt the Infante or babe that was new- 
qui 1a- lye borne. And ſo the retourned 


*” and Went Vp againe to hir filters, 


1m . . 
on vſ. eellinge them that mankinde 

gue ad had ftorfeitted and coulde not 

fume. he redeemed, for thatnone yas to 


be founde ſufficient and able to 

doe that good deede, and to fulfill 
and ſatiste the ſenrence of the 
'Kinge . Whertfore they were all 
full torie and heuie thac the$ could 
not finde that one that they 

dcliered,. T hen ſaid that worchie 

EF filter 


The life of Chrift, 27 
fſter Peace: wore you not well 
my liſters, that the holie Propher 
who in his prophecie ſaid that 
There 31 none that may doe good yet 
afcerwarde he putteth to theſe 
wordes and faith farcher vntill it 
come to one. Wherfore let vs con- 
ſider whois this one, for perhapps 
ic may cuen be he, that gaue the 
afore'aid ſentence on mans fal- 
uacion, Wherfore let vs humblie 
pray and beſeeche him that he 
will helpe and fulfil ic indeede: 
for to. him only ic ſhould ſeeme 
the Prophet ſpeaketh in the ſame 
plalme ſayinge , Lorde thon shals 
ſaue mankinde accordinge to thy great j3,;_ 
mercie . But then there was a nes i | 
great queſtion commicted to iumens 
the Chancelior , for to conſider "i 
which perſon of the B. Trinicie ae 
the Father, the Sonne, and Holie ac 
Ghoſte one God, (hould become 
man and performe this mercifull 
deede: whoan{wered incontinente 
lie, chat foraſmuch as the perſon 
of che Father was properlic full 
B 2 of 
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28 The life of Chrift, 

ofdread & mightynes: Andtheper 
{on ofthe Sonne tull of wiſedom 
of and wictines: And the perſon 
the Holie Ghoſte aicogether be- 
nignicie and gentelnes : that the 
ſeconde perſon ofthe Trinitie (ee « 
med molte titt and conuenient: as 
where by the aforeſaid ſiſters 


might the becter be accorded, the 


apteſt remedie for mans redemp- 
tion prouided, and mott neceffarie 
coqueſte againſtthe diuell decreed. 
For as touchinge the firlte, if the 
perſon of the Father ſhoulde doe 
this deede, becauſe he is moſte 
dreadfull and puifant, Mercieand 
Peace mighte fomwhat feare that 
he were not fullie favourable to 
them. And on the other fide, for 
the ſoueraigne benignitie & good 
nes of the Holie Ghoſte, Truth 
and Righteouſnes mighte dour 
of not full fatisfaRtion, but of to 
much mercie. wherfore as the beſt 


and meeteſt meines to ſatisfie both | 
parties , the perſon of the Sonne | 


is molte conuenient to performe 


lys 
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The life of Cbrift, 2g 
this deede, inregarde ofhis ſoue- 
raigne witt and wiſdome. As alſo 
it is the moſt requiſite remedie for 
mans reſtitution : foraſmuche as 
he trangrelsing by vnwittines and 
follie, that ſatisfaction ſhould be 
made forhim by the moſte perfect 
wiſdome, whois the Sonne. And 
that as he firſte fell ynto death 
by the falſe worde of the Duuell, 
fo he ſhould 'be raiſed againero 
life by the true worde of God. And 
as the Dinell firſt conquered man 
by his crafte and ſubriltie, it was 
meere he ſhould be vanquiſhed by 
truthe and veritie. And when this 
worthie ſentence and verditt was 
given, the Father ſaid it was his 
will ic ſhovid be fo, the Sonne 
likewiſe gaue his afſent thereunto, 


- & the Holie Ghoſte faid he would 


alſo concurre thereto And then 
all the Spirites of heauen, fell 
downe and humblie thanked the 
holie Trinitie: The four filters a- 
foreſaid, kifſed eache other and 
were accorded : and ſo was ful- . 
B 3 filled: ' 


30 The liſe of Chriſt. 
Hlled that which the Prophet 
Dauid hath faied , Mercieand Truthe 
me:t l.uclie together , Rihgt.ouſnes and 
Peace haut kiſſed eache other, 

And thus was ended and 
concluded the greate councell in 
heauen, for the reftoringe of man 
and his faluacion : the which 
procefle is to be taken onlie as a 
deuout imaginacion {tirringe 
man principallie to the loue of 
God for his greate mercie and 
endles goodnes towardes him , 
Alſo to honoure and worſhip the 
Bleſſed Angelles of heauen , for 
theirgood will to man, and fer= 
uenc deſier of his redemption , 
Finally to moue ys to loue vertu 
and to hate ſinne which broughe 
ysto ſogreat miſerie & calamitie, 
And thus much andin this man- 
ner may be thoughte by deuoute 
contemplacion of that which 
paſſed and was done aboue in 
heauen before the Incarnation of 
our Lorde Ielu. Now gce we 
downe to earth and thinke we 

NEE. + hoy 


The life of Chriſt. k 
how it rank gs his bleeq | 
mother Marie, and what was 
hir manner of life here 
before the Incarna- 
tion of Ieſus 
Chriſt 
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Ofthe manner of life of the glorious 
; Virgin Marie before the Incar- 
Þ; nation of our Lord Teſu, 


ab 


The 2. Chapter, 


WII S ic is. wricten in thelife of 
#7 our Ladie Saint Marie, whe 
'E ſhe was three yeare olde ſhe was « F- 
| fered vp in the Teple by hirtacher 
and 
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The life of Chrift, 33 
-and mother perpetuallic to ferue - 
allmightie God : where ſhe aboade 

and remained vnull che fourte- 
enthe yeare ofhir age And what 
the did, and how ſhe liued there 
duringethat time, is ſhewed ynto 
vs by the reuelacions made of bir 
ynto a deuoute woman , Who as 
is ſuppoſed was Saint Elizabeth: 
In the which reuelacionsare con» 
tained amonglite other thinges , 
that our Ladie toulde to the fame 
woman, and faidin this manner, 
when my father and my mother | 
lefre mein the Temple, I purpoſed IP "$11 8 
ſedfaſtlic in my harte to haue Al- Macizi! 4/1 
mightie God ynto my father and _ 4 
with manieand often ſightes, and 3 8 
with feruent and greate deyocion, ; $f } 
I bethoughte me what I mighre . bl 
doe moſt acceprable and pleafinge 

to almightie God, that he mighte 
youchſafe to endewe me with his 
holie grace . And daylie I was 
taughte, and my ſelfe ſtudied and | 
labourcd to learne the lawe of my- _ 
lorde God, In the whici lawe of 
B; _ 
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34 The life of Chriſt. 

all the preceptes and commande- 
ments principallie I kepte three in 
my haree. The firſte is, Thou ſhalt 
loue thy lorde thy god with all thy 
harte, with all chy ſoule, and with 
all chy ſtrength , The ſecond is 
Thou ſhalc loue thy neighboure as 
thy ſelfe. And the thirde is, Thou 
fhalt hate Satan thine enimye, 
Theſe I kepte crulie in my harte; 
forno ſoule can haueperfett yercu 
valeſfe itcrulie loucalmigtie God, 
for of this loue cometh all. plentie 
of grace, and after it is receiued, 
yet will it notlonge abide in that 
ſoule which dork not ſtrongelie 
reliſte and hate his enimies, that 
is to ſay all manner of finnes and 
vices .. Wherfore he that will 
haue the grace of God and keepe 
it, it is requiſite that he diſpoſe 
and ordaine his harte both to 
this loue, and alſo to this holie 
hate. Therefore I roſe vp alwaies 
at midnighte , and went and 
preſented my ſelfe before the Aul- 
of the Temple, and there my 
| < 


Thelife of Chrift, y 
all the feruoure and affection ht 
poſzibllie I coulde , I asked the 
y=_ cf almightie God, both to 

cepe thoſe three precepts and 
all other his holie commande- 
ments. Firſt and chieflie I aſked 
his grace thoroughe the which I 
might fulGll the aforeſaid com- 
mandement of Joue, that 1s to 
fay toloue him withall my harce, 
Secondlie that I might euer loue 
my neighboure accordinge to his 
holie will and pleaſure , and 


that he woulde make me to 


loue all that which he louech, 
T hirdliethat he woulde geue me 
grace to hate and eſciewe all 
thinges which he hateth. Four- 
thlie I alked meekenes, pactence, 
benignitieand ſweetenes, and all 
other vertues, by tae which I 
might beeuer gracious and plea- 
ſinge before Gods fight. Fittlie I 
mad2 my peticion to almightie 
God that it would pleaſe him to 
let me ſee the time inthe which 
that' bleſled mayden ſhould be 
Toy ep B 6 borae 
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6 ThelifeofChrift, 

orne that ſhould conceive and 
beare the Sonne of God; and that 
hewould keepe myne eies that I 
might ſee hir, myne cares that I 
_ heare hir ſpeake, my toiige 
and lippes that I mighte prayſe 
hir, my handes thatI mighte (erue 
hir, my feere that I mighte goe to 
doe hir bufines , and profounde 
humilitie and meeknes with the 
which I mighte honoure and 
worſhip Gods holie Sonne in hir 
lappe. Sixtlie Iaſkedgracealwayes 
to be obedient to the commande- 
menrs of theBithop of the Temple. 
And laſtlie I beſought of God to 
preſerue and keepe all hjs people 
1n his holie ſeruice. 
When the aforeſaid ſeruantof 


* Chriſt had heard all theſe wordes ' 


which our Ladie had recited, ſhe 
anſwered ynto hir and ſaid, Ah 
ſwete ladie and were not yee your 
ſelfe full both of grace and vertue? 
To which the bleſſed maiden 
Marie anſwered againe ; knowe 
you indeede for certaine that I 

| | holds 


holde my ſelte as moſte puiltie, 
moſte abiecte, and moſte vnwor- 
thie of the grace of God: and mo« 
reouer the grace which it pleaſed 
him to giue me, I dailielaboured 
to preſerue by continuall praier, 
ardent delire, and profounde de- 
uocion; with many teares, and 
much afdliction, euer ſpeakinge, 
thinkeinge, and doinge, in all that 


I wasable, that which was plea- 


finge vnto him, that ſo I mighte 
hold falteand keepe the holie grace 
thoroughe the whichT was firſte 
ſanRtified in my mothers wombe. 
Thus much is conteined in the 
aforeſaid reuelacions. 
Furthermore Saint Iherom wri- 
tinge of hir life faith in this man- 


' ner: that the bleſſed mayden Marie 


ordeined to hir ſelfe this manner 
ofrule in liuinge. That from the 
morninge vnto the third hower 
of theday, ſhe gaue hir (elfe who=- 
lie toprayer, And from the third 
hower ynto noone ſhe exerciſed 
hir (clfe in hic weauinge worke. 


And 
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33 Thelife of Chrift. 
And fromnoone ſhe wet not from 
hirpraiers yntill the Angell ofGod 
came and appeared vnto hir, of 
whoſe hand the receiued food for 
hir bodilie ſuſtenance. And that 
ſhe was founde in watchfullnes 
the firſte, in the wiſdome of Gods 
Jawe moſte prudent, inallmeeke- 
nes moſte lowlie, in the hymmes 
andpfalmesof Dauid moſte ({kilfull 
andreadie, in charitie moſte gra- 
cious , in puritie moſt cleane , 
andinallyertu moſte perfitt. She 
Was fad and inuariable ſo far 
foorgh as that there wasnone that 
euer awe hir angrie. Al hirſpeeche 
was ſo full ofgrace that God was 
knowen by hur tounge. She was 
continpallie dwellinge in prayer 
andin the loue of Gods lawe, and 
all waies bufie aboute hir tellowes 
that none of them ſhould offend 
or ſinne in any thinge, and that 
none of them ſhould laughe dif- 
folutely, or trelpas one an other 
thoroughe pride or any otaer 
euill exlample , Euermore with 
OUT 
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out ceaſinge the failed not to praiſe 
God. Andleaſlte perchance by any 
greetinge or prailinge of others, 
the ſhould be letted from the loue 
of God, when any man did falute 
hir ſhe anſwered againe Deo gratias. 
that is to ſay, Thankes be to God, 
Wherefore of hir it came fir{t tha 
when holie men be ſaluted of o- 
thers, they anſwere againe Deo 
oratiasas the anſwered. She was 
tedd of the meats which ſhe 
tooke at the handes of the An- 
gel!,8& the meate which ſhe tooke 
of the Biſhop of the Temple , 
the gaue the ſame ynto the poore. 
Euery day Gods holie Angell 
ſpake with hir : and as if ſhe 
had beene his deare fiſter or 
mother , ſo he ſerued hir and 
was obedient ynto hir . Thus 
much fajeth Saint Hierom of hir 
life. 

Furthermore in hir fourteene 
yeare ofhirage the blelfe4 maiden 
Marie was wedded ynto Iofephe 
by reuelacion from God ; __ 

then 


ri IRS 


HA oe urine ©. 


40 Thelife of Chriff, 

then went ſhe home againe to 
Nazareth, as it is written in the 
hiſtorie of hur natiuicie. But thus 
much at this time {afficeth to haue 


in minde and in contemplacion 


thoſe rhinges that befell before the 


Incarnation of Chriſt, the which # 


who ſo will deuoutlie thinke vps, 
and followe yertuoullie 1n deede, 
he ſhall tinde them full of Gholtlie 
fruite and conlolacion. Now 
beginne we toſpeake of the 
"»Incarnation of our 
lorde Ieſu, 
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Of the Incarnation of cur lorde Teſu : of 
the Anunciation: and of the greetinge 
AueMaria. 


The 3. Chapter. 


V Hen the fullnes of the 

time ofgrace was come, 
In the which the highe Trinitie 
had: ordayned to redeeme mans. 


/ 


our deare daughter Marie the 


42 Thelifeof Chrifl. | 
kinde who was condemned for | 
the former ſinneof Adam, moned | 
thereunto vpon his greate mercie 
and the ſpeciall charicie that he 
had to mankinde, and alſo b 
the prayers and inſtance of all 
the bleſſed Spirices of heauen : 
Aﬀer that the bleſſed maydem 
Marie wedded to Ioſephe was 
gone home to Nazareth , the 
Father ofheauen called ynto him 
the Archangell Gabriell and faid 
tohimin this maner. Goe you to 


Pros re 


ſpouſe of Ioſephe, who aboue all 
the creatures ypon earth is moſte 
deare ynto vs, and ſay vnto hir 
that my bleſſed Sonne hath co- 
weted hir ſhape and beautie and 
choſen hir to'be his mother, and 
therfore pray hir that ſhe accept 
and receiue him willinglie , for 
by hir I haue ordained the fſal- | 
uacion and redemption of man=- 
kinde, and I will now forgett 
and forgiueall the former {1in- 
nes and offences that euer haue | 
beene |} 
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The liſe of Chriſt. 43 
beene done and committed a+ 
| gainlt me. 

Now take good heede and 
imagine in thy harte as if thou 
{ were preſent in the fighte of 
| that bleſſed Lorde, with how 
; greate benignitie and gladnes he 

{peaketh theſe wordes. And on 
the other ſide how the Angell 
Gabriell with a ſmilinge and 
cheerefull countenance , knee- 
linge, and with dreadereuerentlie 
bowinge receiueth this meſſage 
of his Lorde, And anon Gabriell 
riſinge vp ioyfull and jocunde 
 tooke his flight from heauen 
ynto the carth , and in a 
moment he was in mans likenes 
before the virgin Marie, who at 
that time was encloſed or retie- 
red aparte into hir preuie cham- 
ber , andin hir prayers or me- 
ditacions, peraduenture readin=- 
ge the prophecie of Iſaye touch- 
inge our Lordes Incarnation. 
And yet as {wiftlie and as ipee- 
delic he flewe his Lorde was 

come 
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ther; For thou ſhalt ynderſtand 
that this bleſſed Incarnation was 


the highe worke of the holie Tri- | 
nitiz, not withſtandinge thatonlie 
theperſon of the Sonne was In- } 


Carnate and became man. 


But now beware that thou erre 


not in thy imaginacion of God and 
of the holie Trinitie, ſuppoſinge 
that theſe three perſss, tle Father, 
the Sonne, and holie Ghoſte be 
like vntothree earchlie me which 
thou behouldeſt with thy bodily 
eies:no it is not ſoin this fpirituall 
ſubſtance ofthe holie Trinitie, for 
theſe threeperſons be bur one only 
God, andyetis none of theſe three 
perſons that the other is: which 


-point thou canit not ynderitand } 
by any humaine reaſon, nor fullie 


conceiue it with thy bodilie {en- 
ces. Andtherfore take here a gene- 
rall leſſon in this matter; which 
is, allwaies when thou heareſt or 
thinkelt of the holie Trinicie, oo 

ene 


come before him, and there he | 
founde all the holie Trinitie toge- 
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the Godhead, or of celeſtiall crea - 
7 tures, as Angeils, or Soules , the 
which thou canſt not behoulde 
in their proper beinge with thy 
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bodelie eies, nor feele with thy 


! bodely wittes or fences, {tudienor 
2 tolee tofar into that matter, Buſie 
$ not thy ſelfe cherewich as if rhou 


wouldeſt apprehend the ſamg, by 


bodily reaton, for it will not be, 


whiltt we live hereon eartihe in 
this fraile & mortall bodie . and 
therfore when thou heareſt any 
matter of faith which exceedeth 
thy naturall reaſon, beeleue ſted- 
faltlie that itis ſo as holie Church 
teacheth and goe no further. And 
ſo thou ſhalt doe in this highe 
miſterie ofthe Incarnation name- 
lie, that the ſecondeperſon in Tri- 
nitie Gods Sonne of heauen, came 
into the earth and tooke fleſhe 
and blood of the - bleſſed. yirgin 


Marie and ſo became man, and 


yet neuer was he departed from 


the Father or the hohe Ghoſte, in 
his Godhead , but euer was re- 
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mazninge ſtilonevery God with 
themin heauen. ' 

Burnow to retorneto our pur- 


ole of the Incarnation afcretaid, | 
Imagine as if thou wert preſent in | 
thepreuie chamber of our bleſled 
Ladie, where the holie Trinitie is | 
alſopreſent with the Angell Ga- ? 
briell. O lorde What a houſe is | 


that, where ſuch gueſtes be, and 


ſuch thinges be done: for thoughe | 
that the holie Trinicie be euerie | 


where by preſece of his Godhe:d, 
yetneuertheles thou maieſt chinke 
and ynderitand, that he 15s there 
in amore ſpeciall maner by reaſon 
ofthis highe and noble worke of 
the Incarnation. 

Gabriell that entred into Ma- 
ries chamber , which was locked 


from men, but not (rom Angelis as 


faith Saint Barnarde , kneelinge 
with great reuerence , began his 
meſſage in this maner fayinge. 
Hajle Marie ful of grace our Lorde us 
W-3th thee ( bleed art thou about all 
Tomes, Marie then hearinge this 

met- 
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meſſage and this new maner of 
{alutacion which ſhe neucr heard 
before, was altonied and abaſhed 
and anſwered not, but thoughte 
with hir ſelie what newe manecr 
of greetinge this ſhould be. She 

was not abaſhed or troubled by 
any vicyous or finfull cogitacton, 
nor yer agalte at his preſence, for 
ſhe was well acquainted with the 
preſence of Angelles, and with, 
the frequent and daily fight of 
them; bur as the hvly goſpell faith 
ſhe was aſtoniſhed at his wordes, 
and ſtraunge manner of greetinge,- 
neuer hauinge vſed ſuch wordes 
as theſe at any time vnto hir, 
nor neuer won:e before to falute 
hir in that ordcr , And for af- 
much as in that ſalutacion ſhe 
{awe hir fele commended and 
praiſed in three ſuch great and 
excellent thinges ; in that ſhe 
was periectlie meeke, ſhe coulde 
not but be abaſhed in that highe 
greet nge: for the was there com- 
mended , that ſhe was tull of 
- 4 grace; 


48 The life of Chriſt 
grace; that our Lorde was with 
ir: and that ſhe was moite bleſ- 
ſed aboueall other women. And 
becauſe that the perfe&t meeke 
may not heare his owne praiſe 
and commendacion with out ſo-| 
megriete and abaſhement, there- 
fore was ſhe abaſhed with a modeſt 
ſhametaſtnes, and beſides altonil- 
hed with feare and dread , For 
-althoughe ſhe mighte ſuppole 
the Angell ſaid true, neuercheles 
the feared his wordes, for luch asf 
are perfetlie mecke haue che pro- 
pertie, thatthey reward not their 
owne vertues, but rather fix their 
cies ypon their defaultes , repu- 
tingein them (clues a great vertu 
for lirle, &a litle defaulr for great: 
and ſo our Ladie both meeke and 
humble, baſhfull and fearetull held 
hirpeacefor awhileand anſwered 

nothinge. 

Here maieſt thou learne and 
take exſampleof our Ladie, firite 
to loue ſolicarines, deuoutepraier, 
and {cqueliracion from the com- 

panic 
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panie of men , that thou maieſ} 
be worthie the preſence of Angel- 
les. Andfurthermore to learne of 
hir this rule of diſcreete wiſdom: 
which is firſte to heare and to 
pauſe before thou ſpeake, for ſi- 
lenceis a full greate and aproffita- 
ble vertu. For our Ladie heard 
firſte the Angell ſpeake twice, be- 
fore ſhe would make him anſwere 
once, and therfore it is a moſte 
vnſeemelie thinge, and a greatre- 
proofe to a maiden or virgin, eſpe- 
cially religious , to be nvted for 
a catlinge, or talkatiue perſon. 
Now accordinge to the goipell, 
the Angell behoulding hir coun- 
tenance and perceiuinge the cauſe 
of hir {eare andabathement, ſpake 
ynto hir yerie thoughtes, cailing 
hir more familiarlie by hir name, 
and ſayinge. Feare not Marie, and 
be chou not apaled at the praiſes 
Where with I 'alute thee, for chou 
art not onlie full of grace in thy 
{elfe ,zbut alſo chou Faſte founde 


eſpeciall *grace before God , and 
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ate moreouer recouered grace 
for all mankinde . For lo thou 
ſhalt conceiue and beare a ſon- 
ne, and thou ſhalt call his name 
Ieſus which ſignifieth a Sauiour, 
for he thall ſaue and redeeme all 
thoſe that truly hope and beleeue 
in him, And furthermore the An- 
gell beganto ſpeake in the praiſe 
ofthe childeIefus, howhe ſhould 
be great, not in temporall lordſhip 
or worldlie dignitie, for that he 
ſhould veterlie ſorſake, but how 
he ſhould be great God and man, 
a great Propher in workinge of 
miracles,agreatdoctourin preach- 
ingeand teaching, and a victori- 
ous conquerour ouer the dewll, 
and thertore ſhould be called the 
Sonne of the molte highe God, 


who thal geue him the ſeate of | 


Dauid his tather, and he ſhal ret - 
gne in che houſe of Tacob for euer, 
and of his kingdome ſhall be no 
end. 

When the Angell had toulde 
eh2 condicions and worthines of 
£6 


ti... 


_—_— — aa —— 


FF , MF” &F 7 UE ee RE: 


Thelife of Chrift. f7 

the childe Ieſus to that meeke 

maiden Marie that thus was cho- 
ſen to be his mother: then ſpake 
ſhe to the Angell nor fearing his 
wordes, nether acknow/edginge, 
nor forſakeing the praiſes of his 
former greetinge, nor yer ſuſpe- 
Ainge or doutinge of hir con- 
ceivinge, but Willinge to be cer- 
tified more plainlie of that which 
ſh2 feared moſte, which was that 
the ſhould looſe hir virginirie, ſhe 
aked of the Angell the maner of 
hir Conception ſayinge in theſe 
wordes : How may this be done 
fiche I know no man? and haue 
yowed to my Lorde God perpe= 
tually to keeps me chaſte and ne< 
uer to touch any perſon? And chen 
the Angell anſwered and faied 

ynto hir that this thinge ſhall be 
done by the workinge and power 
of the holie Ghoſte that ſhall come 
ypon thee from aboue and tho- 
roughe hisvertu who isofall other 

the higheſt, thou ſhalt conceiue, 
fauingeand preſeruing thy maid- 
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| Y op and aA Hagen: therfore 
! the holy thingechar thal be borne 
Þ of thee, ſhall be named the Sonne 
F of God. And furthermore the An- 
gell {ated. Lo alſo Elizabeth thy 
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| colen who 1s olde and hath re« 
A ! mained longe time barraine, hath 
now concelued a childe for ſix 
monethes paſte, for there ſhall no- 
thinge be impoſsible with God, 
Now take here good heede 
and haue in minde-how firſt, all 
aver theglorious Trinitie is there abid- 
4 cy ingethetinall anſwereof the moſte 
blefſed virgin Marie, behouldinge 


& and obſeruinge hir modeſt ſem- 
| blance, hir demure maners, and 
| hir wiſe anſ{weres. Secondlie hovw 
' all the bleſſed Spirices of heauen, 


all the holie men vpon the earth, 

and all the choſen ſoules that were 

that time in hell, as Adam, Noe, 

Abraham, Dauid and others, all 

4 whichgreatlie defiered hir humble | 
4 aſſent, in the which coniiited and 
i | ſtoode the faluacion ot all mankin- 
| de, Andallohow tlie Angell Ga- 
' | briell 
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re # briell ſtandinge and enclininge 
_ with reuerence before his Ladie, 
Ne F wich mild countenance and be- 
1- # hauiour abideth the anſwere of 
Ly } his meſſage. And on the other fide 
e= | behoulde how the bleſſed virgin 
th | ſoode ſadly with feare, meekenes, 
IX 23} and preate aduiſement: yoide of 
J= prideand yaineglorie, not with= 
# itandinge all the extraordinarie 
le | praiſes which were geuen hir by 
W the Angel', For thoſe moſte ſone- 
_ raine giſtes of grace which ſhe 
ie | heard geuen ynto hir that neuer 
4 were geuen to creature before, the 
9 wholy attributed to the grace of 
d God. 
yr Here thou maieſt learne by the 
th, exſample of the holie virgin to be 
Ny ſhamefaſte and baſkefull , mecke 
re and modeſti: for with cut theſe 
G yertues maydenhoode or virgint- | 
ll JF ric is but licle worthe : and as S. 3 
le Bernard faith virginitie is a faire ., ,._'* 
d yertu, but meekenes is more ne= nard, | 
<A ce{farie, for thou maieſt be ſaued 
you with out-the former , but with p 
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out the other which is meeknes 
thou canſt not be {aued, in fomuch 27 
that I dare boldly affirme , that | 
with out meeknes the virginitie | 
of Sainte Marie had not beene 
pleaſingeto almightie God, & that 


had the not beene humble & mee- | 


ke, the holy Ghoſte had not reſted 
ypon hir, thus ſaith $, Bernard. 
At thelaſte as the holie golpell 
declareth,the milde maiden Marie © 
when aduiſedlie ſhe had cojidered 
and pondered the wordes of che 
I_— reſigned hir ſelte, 
and gauehirconſentin maner fol- 
lowinge, as it is written in hir 
reuelacions. She kneeled downe 
with exceedinge great deuocion , 
and liftinge vp hir handes, and eies 
to heauen, ſhe ſaiedin this maner. 
Lo heere the hand maide an1ſernante of 
my Lorde, be it vuto me accordinge to 
thyWorde. And ſoin this meeke and 
lowlie anſwere of our Ladie,thou 
haſte exſample of hir great meeke- 
nes, as thou hadeſt in the begin- | 
: for be- 
houlde 
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hou'de the is choſen Gods bleſſed 
mother, and the Angell affirmech 
hir to be ful of grace,&yet ſhe ni- 
meth hir ſelfe to be his hadmaide: 
And no wonder, for as, S. Bernard 
{aich, meekenes is euer woreto be 
fellowe with the grace of God. Bur 
this meekenes of hirs was exceed- 
Inge greate ; for as he faith, it is 
not much the praiſe of meekenes 
in ſuchasareplaced in abiection, 
but it is a ſingular vertu and ſel- 
dome ſcene, meekenes in ſuch as 
are in highe dighitie & eftimatis, 

Finallie, as ſooneas ſhe had geus 
hir anſ(were', the Sonne of God 
forth with entred in to hir blefled 
wombe, and thoroughe the om- 
nipotent power and workinge of 
the holy Ghoſte, of verie fleaſhe 
and bloode taken of hir body, was 
imediately made man:neuertheles 
full litle in quantitie, for after he 
wexed and encreafed bigger and 
bigger as naturallie other children 
doe: Yet atthe firite he was borh 
perfect God and perfet Man, al- 
C4 toge= 


I” 
-o 
— A 
, 


24S": 


#66 lf nay bn ard 


56 The life of Chrif?. 
together as wiſe and as mightie as 
he is now at thispreſent., 

And when this was done Ga- 
briell kneelinge downe before 
our Ladiereuerencinge hir, curte=- 
oully tooke his leaue of hir with a 
deuout and lowly bowinge tothe 
earth before hir: and ſo yaniſheth 
awayfrom hir with a ſwift flighte 
vp to heauenagaine, tellinge and 
certifienge the whole courte of } 
heauenot the diſpatch and happie 
accompliſhement ofhis embaſlage 
and of all that which hapned in 
earthe beneathe. And then was 
there anew and ioyfull feaſte in 
heauen, full of much mirthe and 
ſolemnirie. 

Afterward our bleſſed Ladie 
filled and enflamed with the fire 
of the holie Ghoſte , and more 
burninge in the loue of God 
then euer ſhe was before, percei- 
uinge and feelinge that the had 
conceiued ,, kneeled downe and 
thanked God of that greate gitte, 
meckely beſeechinge him, and 

deuout- 
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deuoutlie pray inge, that he woul- 
de ſend hir grace and-teache hir 
fo, as all that was to come, and to 
be to done about his bleſſed Son- 
ne, that ſhe might fulfill and per- 
formeit with out defaulte. 

Take good heedenow and vn- 
derſtand how worthie this fealte - 
and this folemnitie is, rendringe 
thy hartie thankes vnto God, and 
hauinge much internall mirthe 
and confolacion in thy foule, for 
ſuch was neuer heard of before: 
for this is the greate ſolemnitie of 
all the holie Trinitie, the Father, 
the Sonne, and holie Ghoſte , by 
whom this ſoueraigne deede of 
the Incarnacion was fullie perfit- 
ted. This alſo isa ſpeciall feaſte of 
our Ladie faint Marie the which 
as this day was cho ſen of God the 
Father to be his moſte dearebe- 
loued daughter, and of God the 
Sonne to be his milde and blefſed 
mother , and of God the hole 
Ghoſte to be his amiable and teder 
ſpouſe, This day is allo a *y of 
C & 32 s 
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{peciall folemnitieto all the bleſſed 
Angells of heauen : for this day 
vas begonne the reſtoringe of 
their companie that fell from 
heauen by the ſinne of Lucifer. 
But principally this day oughte to 
be kept an highe feaſte and {peciall 
folemnicie by all mankinde: for 
this day was he greatly worſhiped 
and highlie exalted, in that his na- 
ture was in{eperable]y vnited and 
knit to the godhead in Chriſt with 
out departinge, And this day bega 
the heaithe of mankinde and his 
reconciliation into the fauoure of 
almightie God For yacill this time 
God was wroth and diſpleaſed 
with him for the finne and ereſ(- 
pas of his forefathers, bur from 
this time forch he will no longer 
be offended with man, ſeeinge his 
deere Sonne become man for mis 
redemption : where vpon this 
day is properlie called the plentie 
of the time of grace to man: and 
therfore this day oughte euer to be 
had. in. minde boch@f mn. and 
Woman, 
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woman. 


Alſo this day was man created 
to the image and likenes of God 
and ſett in that ioyfull place of 
Paradice there to haue liued eucr 
with out death. And as in this day 
the Frite man Adam by the fruite 
of the tree deformed in him the 
image of God, was exiled out of 
that ioyfull place, and was come» 
demned to death euerlaſtinglie ; 
1o on tis day the ſecond Adam 
Ieſu Chriſt both God and man, re- 
formed this imagein his Incarna- 
cion, and afterwardes by vyertu of 
the bleſſed fruite of his body hang- 
inze vpon the tree of the croſle, 
hereſtored man to his fauour a- 
caine and to lifzeucrlaltinge, 

Finally as on this Cay thefirlt 
woman Eue thoroughe hir pre- 
ſumption and pride conſentinge 
go che {erpenc, was caute of mans 
damnation;ſo on this day the ble[- 
ſed maiden Maric thorough air 
meekene: beleuinge the worces of 
the Ange!}, was cauſ? of mans ſal= 
. _— RS... 
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uacion. And ſo on this day all men 
haue matter to moue them, both 
togreatioy, and yo great ſorrowe: 
to great 10y , for the {oueraigne 
goodnes and mercie Gofod fo lar- 
gelie extended ynrto the: to greate 
forrow, tor their ſinne and vnkin- 
denes done 'vato God in recom- 
pence of ſo ſundrie bleſsinges and 
manifold fauours receiued of him. 
And thus endeth the contempla- 
cion of this day, and of this bleſſed 

fealte of Chriſtes Incarnacion, 
and of our B, Ladies An. 
nunciation , and of that 
happie greeting 
Aue Maria, 
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HoW our bleſſed Ladie ent to viſite 
Saint Eby abeth. 


The 4: Chapter. 


| A Frer the proceſle of the In- 


carnacion of our Lorde Ieſu 
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minde the wordes of the Angell 
couchinge hir coſen Elizabeth ſhe 


| Purpoledto goe viſitehir, and to 


praiſe and thanke almightie God 
with iir. And lo accompanied 
with hir ſpouſe faint Iofephe, ſhe 
tooke hir iorney from Nazareth 
to hir houle beſides Ieruſfalem , 
which is the diſtance cf leauentie 
foure miles or there about. She 
taried notin reſpect of the longe 
and yneafie way, but preſentlie ſhe 
went with ail fpecde, forthe would 
in no wile be openlie fzene before 
thepreſence ofthe people, Beſides 
the was nether charged. nor bur- 
cthened by the conceuinge of hir 
bleſſ:d Sonne,as commonlie other 
women be, for our Lorde Ieſus 
Chriſte was no whict burthelome 
to his bleſſed mother. | 
Now behoulde and fee how 
that blefled Ladie Queene of hea- 
ven and earthe cravelech all alone 
with hir hole ſpouſe, and that not 
ypon an horſe Lut on foote vpon 4 
the grounde; the lcadeth nor _ 
ÞF 
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bir many. Kinghtes and Buerons, 
nether a great "companie of Mai- 
dens and Damoſelles , but trulie 
there go:th with hir a far more 
worthie- companie, thats to ſay 
perfect pourrtie , meckenes, and 
obedience, euen the cheife of all 
yertues, & yetmoreouer our Lorde 
him ſelte is 2ifo preſent with hir, 

She hath a great and honorable 
companie, but not of the pompe 
and yaincie of this worlde. 

And when thecameand entrred 
into the houſe of Zacharie ſhe hit» 
blie ſaluted hir coſe in this maner. 
All Haileto you iy deere: Co/en Elt. 4. 
beth . And here with Elizabeth 
lightened by the holie Ghoſte , 
moſteioyfullieroſe yp and tender- 
lie embraced hir., and weepinge- 


for verie 10y, ſaied: Bleſſed be thou Luc. 1 hy | 


amonge vomen; and bleſſed be the fruite 
ofthy "pombe, of what de'ert of mine is 
this befallen me that the mnther of my 
I. orde bout co:1e vnto me? And as our 
Ladis had vecered hir wordes to- 
S. Elizabeca, lol i un his mothers- 
wombe: 
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wombe was repleniſhed with the 
holie Ghoſte, and alſo ſaint Eliza- 
bech his mother; not the mother 
before the fonne, but the ſonne 
_ ſanRified the mother, in aſmuch 
1. as in him was morefully the grace 
' of the holie Ghoſte: andas he firſt 
felt the comingeand holie preſece 
| of our Blefled Ladie, ſo felte he 
1! the cominge. of our Lorde Iefu 
| Chriſte: and therfore he in wardlie 
| reioyced, and the ſpake and pro- 
«| phecied. 
of Behould now and conſider, 
{ what and how great vercu is in 
| the wordes ofthe glorious virgin 
| Marie, in that at once pronoun- 
; 
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cinge them is geuen and conferred 
the holie Ghoſte. For the was ſo 
fullie repleniſhed there with tha- 
roughe hir meritts and deſertes, 
that the ſame holie Ghoſte alſo 
filled & flowed from hir to others, 
| ' Then our Ladie made an(were to 
- he Ma the wordes of Elizabeth fayinge. 
4 BIRCat My ſoule doth magnifie our Lorde and 
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eur, for behould from hencefurth all ge= 
nerations sball call me blefied: &c: as 
is at large conteinedin the goſpell, 

And when chis holie cantickle 
was ended they wet to fitt downe 
cogether, and our Ladie of hir ſo- 
ueraigne meekenes ſat hir downe 
in the lower place at ſaint Eliza- 
beths feete 3 but ſhe riſfinge vp 
would not ſuffer hir but sooke hir 
Vp, and fo they ſatt downe toge- 
ther. And then aſked our Ladie of 
Elizabeth the manerof hir con- 
ceininge, and ſheagaine the maner 
of hir conceiuinge, and fo they 
related and tould to one another 
the great goodnes of our Lorde, & 
lauded and worſhipped Godeache 
ofothers conception : and foin 
prayſinge of God and gholſllie joy, 
they continued together day and 
nighte, And our Ladie dwelled 
and remained there the ſpace of 
three monthes, ſeruinge and afi- 
ſtinge S, Elizabethin all that ſhe 
might, meekelie, reuerentlie, and 
deuoutely as a ( A ge 

cnat 


OY © es 1 YE LS 
2. b Gay wen. Pty 7 , » 
» => wnped, © OR wn 


- oC —B—— -_ - -— — — 


——— 


— > SED EIS Ba <a 


66 The life of Chrif. 
that ſhe was Gods elected mother, 
and Queene of all the worlde, O 


Lord what a happie houſe and * 
habication was that, what cham- | 


ber, and what. bed in the which 
dwelied together and reſted, fo 
worthie mothers, with ſo noble 
Sonnes: that is to ſay Marie, and 


Elizabeth, Ieſus, and Iohn: and | 


alſo with the thole two worſhip 


full olde men: Ioſephe, and Za- | 


charie? this was a moſte bleſſed 
companie of men, women, and 
children. 

In this aforſaied proceſſeof the 
viſitacion of our Ladie we haue 
example that it is lawfull, and 
often expedient for deuout men 
and women to viſit onean other, 
for ediſication or ſpirituall recrea- 
tion, and namelie the younger to 
the ſuperiour or elder, ſo that ic 
be done in conuenient times, and 
other neceſſarie and lawfull occa- 
fions. Andalſo that the extraordi- 
narie giftes of grace may be reuea- 
led and made knowen to _—y 
( 


f 
0 
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fo that it be not done for vaine 
glorie but for the greater aduance= 
ment of Gods honor. For if we co- 
{ider the conference and wordes of 
theſetwo holie women,they were 
alrogether redoundinge to the 
glorie of God, in-magnifieng him 
for his maraelous workes, and in 
publiſhinge kis great mercies de- 
clared to mankinde, the more to 
ſtir them (elues in the lone and 
worſhipof God. 

Furthermore when the time of 
Elzabeth was come, ſhe was de- 
livered & barea Sonne, the which: 
in token of his great holines, our 
Ladie receiued firſte into hir han« 
des, and after pretilie dreſſed him 
as was meeteand belonginge ynto 
him: and the childe as if he had 
vnderſtood and knowen what ſhe 
was, ſet his litle eieſteddilie vpon 
hir, and often when ſhe would 
| hauetaken himto his mother, he 
| turned againe his head and his face 
towardes hir, as hauing in hir his 
onlie likeinge. And ſheplaied with 

him: 


68 The life of Chriſt, | 
him and louelie embraced . and | 
kiſſed him: and here may we ſee i 

the great worthines of this childe, | 

for neuer was there any before | 
him, that euer had ſo worthie a 
bearer,8& fo blefled a nource as the. 
After vpon the Eighte day, as the 

Jaw commaded the childe was cir- | 

coſiced & was named Iohn which * 

was by miracle as the goſpell de- | 

clareth: and the mouthe and to- | 
ungeot his father Zacharie cloſed 
qc for his vnbelecuinge, were then 
T4 opened, & he prophecied ſayinge: 
7 Benedi- Bleſſed be our Lorde God of I[racii for he 
+ Rus. hath viſited and redeemed his people, 
q and ſo forth as the holie ſcripture 
; maketh mention. And fo in this 
, houſe, theſe twonoble Contickles 
that is to ſay Magnificat & Benediftus 
were firſte pronunced and made, 
Andour Ladieſtandinge thattime 
behinde ſome curtaine ( for ſhe 
would not be ſeeneofall them that 
came to the Circumciſion ) liſtned 
and hearkned attenciuelie to the 


Cantickle Benedifius, wherein was 
made 


| 
| 
|. 
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and || mademention ofhir bleſſed Sonne 

ſe X Ieſus: all which ſhe kepteſecretlie 
Ide, F in hir harre, as ſhe that was moſte 
Dre I wiſe and prudent. 


Andat the lalte when all this 
ſolemnitie was ended , the came 
and tookeHir leaue of Saint Eliza- 
J beth and Zacharie, and went and 


ch 2 bleſſed the childe Iohn, and then 
de. departed homeagaineto hir owne 


Z houſe in Nazareth, And here may 
we now conſider , the greate 
pouertieof our Ladiein this retor- 
ningeagaine to hir owne habita- 
cion, for there thall ſhe finde pro- 
uided, nether bread nor wine nor 
other neceſfaries, and the hath 
necher poſeſsions nor ſommes of 
monie. And hauingea'ltheſe three 
monthes dwelled with them that 
'erericheandplentifull, now ſhe 
Is to goe to hir owne poore and 
bare houſe, where ſhe muſt earne 
nir liuinge with hir handes & bo- 
4 ily laboure. Wherfore we oughte 
to haue compalsion on hir , and 
0 be itirred to the loueof holie 
Pouertie 


70 The life of Chrift 
Pouertie by hir holie exſample 
Bleſſed may ſhe euer be, Amen, 
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HgWv Ioſephethoughte to ſorſake our 
bleſſea Ladie, andpriuilie to 
departe and leaue hi, 


The 5. Chapter. 


N the meane time that our 


bleſſed Ladie and Ioſephe were 
efpouled, 


at out 
e were 
DOU ſed, 


- The life of Chriſt, 71 
eſpouſed, before they came to dwel 
together: hir bleſſed Sonne Iefus 
day by day encreafed bodelie in 
his mothers wombe. And at the 
laſte Ioſephe ſeinge hir great with 
childe, and behouldinge hir, not 
once but ofren, was ſorie and 

reatlie troubled,andas in a deepe 
perplexitie,thou nc with himſelfe 
what he were belt todoe, For on 
the one fide he {awe hirlife ſo ho- 
lieand no toke of ſinneat all in hir 
nether in worde deede or counte- 
nance, that he durſt not openlie 
xccuſe hir. And on the other fide 
e knewe not how ſhe coulde 
onceiuve or be with childe with 
out the knowledge of a man, 
Vherfore he thought itbeſt pri- 
clie to forſake and leaue hir. 
Trulie it may luſtlie be ſaid ofhim 
hat, which co his praiſe is ſpoken 
n the goſpell, to wit that hewas 
\ righteous man: Which is well 
pparantin this deede of ſo great 
ietie. For common{:e the adu{trie 
ta vioman, is to a man a grea 
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72 The life of Chriſt 
occaſion of ſhame, reproache, and 
ſorrowe: yet he vertuouſlie tem- 
pered him ſelfe, and woulde ne- 
ther openlie accuſe hir, nor pre. 
ſently ſeeke to be renenged of hir : 
bur pacienclie ſufferinge that ſee- 
minge wronge,ouercame him ſelfe 
with pittie, and purpoled only to 
departe preuilie from hir. 

Here may we conſider how 
that God ſometime ſuffereth his 
choſen ſeruantes to be troubled 


& tempted fog their greater merit, 
For we may well ſuppoſe , that 
our Ladie was not here without t 
great griefe and tribulacion, wheſſ t 
ſhe ſawe hir ſpouſe' ſo much dil-N t 
contented : neuertheles ſhe paci-ſj U 
entlie & meeckelie held hir peace { 
and kept ſecret that great gifte off vx 
God,and choſe rather to bereputedſf ct 
25 vicious and wicked, then to re fu 
weale or male knowen that great V| 
*Aacrament of our Lorde , or tofffl ba 
ſpeake or declare any thinge that 
might redoſideto hir owne prail le 
or commendacion, Onlie ſhe be4 ue! 


ſought 
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ſoughe of God chat he would ſend 
remediein this caſe: and that he 
would; ific were his blefſed will, 
put away from hir ſpoule this ve- 
xXation and affliction. 

And here with our Lorde who 
ſuffereth and ordaineth all chinges 
for the beſt to ſuch as loueh:m,tor 
both their comfortes, ſent his hohe 
Angell, which appeared tolotephe 
in his fleepe, and admonithed him 
thac he ſhould not feare to cake 
vnto him Marie his wife, for that 
which was conceiued in hir was 
by che power and workinge of 
the holie Ghoſte. And thus after 
their tribulacion, they both recei= 
ued preat ioy and conſolacion, For 
fo italwaies hapneth to all choſe. 
wiich expe&t with patience in- 
che time of adueriitie;zfor our Lord - 
ſufferech no temptation to fall 
ypon his choſen bur for cheir pro 
bation and further profit, 

Thea after this reue!acion, Io- 
ſephe aked our Ladie of hir mar- 


uellous Conception, and then ſhe 
D reuea- 
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"4 The life of Chrit, 
reucaled vnto him, all the maner 
and order thereof, And fo Ioſephe 
admiringe the wonderfull worke 
of God continued with his bleſſed 
ſpouſe Marie, & aſterwardes with 
ſuch chaſte and holie loue ſo fer- 
uetlieloued hir, and ſo dilligentlie 
in all thinges attended hir, as can=- 
not bedeclaretd. 

And here we may behould how 
our Lordeleſus liueth recluſe and 
cloſed in his mothers wombe, the 


ſpaceofnyne monethes as the or- |} | 
dec 1s of other infants, pactentlie } j 
abidinge che cue time of his nati- 

uitie, Lorde God how much ought | e 
we to praiſe him, and to have ff y 
compalsi6 of him, that he woulde I xe 
for our fakes encline to fo pro- } «| 
found meekenes and humilitie. Þ þ; 
Greatlieought we toloueand af- E th 
fect this vercu of meekenes; for if | af 
we would ſerioutſlie conſider and Þ} an 
call to minde , how that highe } of 
Lorde of ſo greate maieſtie (0 Þf che 
much abaſed him ſelfe, we could F 59, 
neuer be lifted yp co ſuch hawti- | leq 


ARCs 
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nes, vaineglorie, and loftie repu- 

teacion of our (elues. For of this 

onlie benefitt of lo longerecluſion, 

we can neuer be able to render 

him condigneand worthie recom- 
ence. 

Ando in this proceſlſe we haue 
many profitable exlamples. Firſte 
in our Lordelelſu, of auitericieand 
pennance. Alfoin his bleſſed mo- 
ther, ofgreate meekenes and pati- 
ence in tribulation , And ia hir 
husband Iolephe, of charitable 
1dgment againſte falſe ſuſpicion, 


And if we would be turther 
gat i enformed, why our Ladie was 
aue © wedded to Tolephe, ſeinge ſhe ever 


remained acleane & periit maide, 
there are theſe ſrucrall reaſons to 
be giuen which enſue Firlie for 
that ſhe mighre haue the helpe and 
afiſtance ofa man in many needes 


and Þ and neceſsites: and for 4 witnes 
ighe NE of hir chaſtititie. Secordclie that 
fo the wonderfull birthe of Gods 
ould F Sonne mighte be keptand concea- 
wti- © led from che deuiil. And thirdlie 

nes D 2 thas 


76 The life of Chrift, 
that ſhe ſhould not be defamed of 
adultrie, and (o after the lawe of 
the Iewes be ſtoned to death for 
an offender, And thus conclu- 
de we this chapter; & naw 
proceede weto ſpeake of 
the bleſſed natiuntie of 
our Lorde and 
Sautour, 


of the N ativitie of our 
Lorde leſs. 


The 6. Chapter. 


T what time that nyne 
monthes from the concep- 

cion ofour bleſſed redeemer Ieſus 

| drewe'toan end: Auguſtus Ceſar 
| the Emperour of Rome ſent out 
D 3 A 
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* 018+ a comandementthat all the world 
' 18% "Luc. 2, ſubiect vnto him ſhoulde be deſ- 
"v8 cribed: 1o that he mighte knowe 
the nomber of Regions, Cities , 
and inhabitants that were belon- 
ginge to the Empyre of Rome. 
And therfore he ordayned that all 
men whereloeuer they dwelled 
ſhould repaire to the place where | 
they were frit borne &propagate. | 
Wherof Iofephe who was of the 
linage of Dauid, whoſe Citie was 
Bethelem, tooke with him his ble(- 
ſed ſpouſe Marie who was that 
time great with childe, and went 
. from Naz: reth ynto the citie of 
Bethe'em, there to be nombered 
amongſteother asa ſubiect to the 
Emperour, And o leadinge with 
them an Oxe and an Afle, they 
went all that long way together 
like two poore tolke, hauing no- 
more worciie goods but thoſe two 
beaſtes, And when they came to 
Bethelem, there was fo greate a 
multitude of people the ſame time 
in the Citie for the ſame oi” = 
that 
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that they coulde get no lodginge, 
ſauinge that in an Inne, they tound 
a poore place betwixt two houſes, 
which was healed aboue for men 
to itand ynder for the raine: which 
place alſo ſerued for aſtable for me 
to put their horſes therein: where 
they were conltrained to reſt & a- 
bide all chat time. In the which 
place, Ioſephe who wasa Carpeter 
made therealicle encloſure for the 
ſelues, anda racke or manger for 
their beaſtes, 

Now thou oughteſt diligentlie 
to conſider, and inwardlie to haue 
compaſsion of that blefled Ladie. 
and maiden Marie , how ſhe 
ſo younge and of fo tender age, 
that is to ſay bur of fifteene yeares, 
beinge greate with childe , and 
nere hir time of trauell and deli- 


_ Uerye, goethand yndertaketh thac 


longe and wearie torney , con- 
taininge fiftie myles and ypward, 
ana that in ſo greate pouertie , 
and with fo ſimple prouifion . 
And when ſhe came to the Citie 
D 4 at6- 
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aforeſaid where ſhe ſhould re- 
poſe and reſt hir after hiy trauell, 
the aſketh harbour in divers places 
amonge vnkinde people, all which 
denied them entertainment, and | 
warned them away, And ſo for | 
meere neceſsitie at the. Jaſte they 
were compelled to take for a har- 
bour the common place or ſtable 
aforeſaid, | 
. Andnow to ſpeake of the bleſ- 
ſed birth and natiuitie of our Lord 
and Sauioure Iefu : and of that 
imaculate and holie delinerie of 
his deere mother ſaint Marie, as 
itis further written in hir afore- 
faid reuelacions. When the time 
and inſtant of this bleſſed natiuitie 
was come ; behoulde vpon the 
Sonday nighte, in the filent and 
deadeſt parte therof,the highe and 
_ erernall Sonne of God , goinge 
out of his mothers wombe, with 
out ether trauaile or paine ynto 
hir , quietlie lay at his mothers 
feete: and ſhe ſodainlieriſfinge, & | 


deuouclie enclininge vnto him, 
tooke 
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tooke the bleſſed babe yp in hir 
armes : anaſ{weetlie embracinge 
him, laied himin hir lap, and ba- 
thed him and waſhed himall about 
with the milke of hir papes, and 
wrapped him in the kercher of 
hir head, and them lated him in 
the manger tolleepe: And the two 
ſillie bealtes the Oxeand the Aﬀle 
kneeling downe,laied their mou- 
thes and noſes to the manger, and 
breathed vpon thetender babe to 
keepe him warne, whom they ſaw 
by the inſtinct of nature in that 
cold time , ſo ſimply healed And 
then his bleſſed mother kneelinge 
downe , highlie worthiped and 
thanked Almightie God , ſaying 
in this maner: My Lorde, my God 
and heauenlie father, I humblie 
thanke thee with al: my harte, 
that thou haſt vouchſated of chy 
goodnes to give vnro me thy 
deere and welbeloued Sonne;l a'fo 
honor thee Almightie God. Gods 
holie Sonne and mine. loſephe 
allo honoringe and worſtipirge 
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$2 The liſeof Chrit, 
the ble7& babe both Gcd and M 2, 
tooke the (adell of the Afſe, and 
made thereofa quithen foro: r L1+ 
dy to fit on, and a pillowe for tie 
babe to lie ypon. And fo ſate che 
Ladie of all the worlde in thac 
ſimple maner beſides the manger, 
hauinge eaer hir louelie eie and 
inwardatfetion on hir deere and 
worthie childe: but in this poore 
and fimp:e aray, penurieand want 
of wordlie thinges, what gioſthe 
ioy & in warde cofort the concel- 
ued, noe tounge can cuer exprelle, 
Whertore if we defer to feele 
thetrue ioy and comfort of leſy, 
we muſt with him and with his 
mother, loue Pouertie,and Meeke- 
nes, auſteritie and bodilie Penance. 
For he gaue vs perfect exſample 
of all chele herein his hoke birthe, 
euen at the firſte ſoſoone as he was 
borne, who had in his freepower, 
al the whole world at his owne 
commande. And firite ſaint Ber- 
nard ſpeakinge of chis yertue of 


pouertie,ina lermon ypon the Na- 
1 coic 
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{2, tiuitic ofour Lorde, faicth in this 
nd maner, Chriſt ſaithin the golpell, j, 
Is Þ-oe betoyouriche me that haue your con 1g, 
T- fort here: For how faith he, ſhall he 
he comforc them, thathaue kere cheir 
1ac owne comforts. Chriſtes infancie 
er, and chiidhood coforteth not thoſe 
ad that delight in ianglinge, norſuch | 
nd as be ralkatiue perlons : Chriſtes Of po-i 
re v/eepinge and teares coforteth not yerie, FL 
nt difſolute layghers: His fimplecioa- v6 
lie thinge coforteth not the chat goe 
21 in gorgeous and proude apparell: «\ 
Ie. And his ſtable 8& mager comtorteh q. 
le not them which loue the firſte | 
u, ſeates & higheſt roomes of world- 
1s lie reputacions : And fnally the 
e- Angells in Chriſtes natiuicie ap- i! 787 
e: peared to the Shephardes and tel- if M80 v 
le leththe theſe ioytulltidinges, but Wh | 7 
Ee, not to the riche men, who haue 
as their ioy and comfort here alredte. 
r, Next wemay ſee both in Chriſt _ þ 
16 and his mother the perfe&t pat- Ofmee 
rp terne of meekenes : for they were Fences. th 
of not greatlie nice nor ſquemiſhe, 
necher of the loatheſome {tab'e 
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84 The life of Chriſt, 
the Beaſtes , nor of the Haye 
nor ofany other baſe and noyſom 
occaſion. Forthis vertu of meeke- 
nes, both our Lorde and our Ladie 
kept and conſerued in all their 
deedes, and carefully commend:d 
the ſame vnto ys both by worde 
and exſample. Wherfore let vs 
vſe great diligence to attaine this 
vercu, if we will ſhunne and a- 
uoide our damnatio, for no worke 
which 1s done in pride can poſ- 
ſibly pleaſe alnyightie God . 
Laſtlie they were the yerie ſpe- 
Qackles of Auſteritie and Pe- 
Yf pe- nance , and namely the blefled 
ance, childe Ieſus. Wherof ſaint Ber- 
nard faith thus. It was in Gods 
will to chooſe what time he plea+ 
ſed for the birtheof his Souine,and 
he choſe that time which was 
moſte noyſome and hard, as the 
colde winter : eſpeciallie fora 
younge and tender infant , with 
ſo poore a mother , that ſcarcelie 
had cloathes to wrap him in, and 
a manger in Rcade of a cradle to 
laye 


The life of Chrift. 8 
laye him in. And although there 
were (o great reaſon, and alſo fo 


great necelsitie, yet finde I no ma-- 


ner of mencion of furres or {oft 
mantells. And ſeinge Chriſt who 
1s no deceiuer chole that waich is 
ſo hard and painfull co the fleſhe, 
(urelie that is beſt and moſte pro- 
fitable : and who fo teacheth or 
ialtructeth otherwiſe, he is to be 
fled and forſaken as a falſe decei- 
uer, All this faith ſaint Bernard. 
But now to ſpgake further of the 
bleſſed Natiuitie of our Lorde 
leſus , What time our Lorde 
was thus newlie borne, behould 
agreat companie of Angells came 
vnto him honoringe and worſhi- 
pinge their lord God: and a while 
after they went to the ſhepherdes 
thac were there by about a myle 
from Bethelem, and one of them 
appearinge with a great lighte 
( peraduentcure Gabriell who was 
the moſt ſpecjali meſſenger and 
miniſterin this worke) told them 


ofthe birth and Natiuicie of our .. 


Lord 
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Lord Ieſus. And chere with all the 
multitude of Angelis began 1oy- 
fully to finge layinge: Gloria in ex- 
celſis Deo, & in terra pax bemmbus 
bone veluntatis. Glirie be to God on 
highe. cc. And ſo with this 10yfull 
ſonge they went vpalſo into hea- 
uen, tellinge their other tellowes 
thele ioytull newes of their lorcdes 
nattuitie. Wherfore as we may 
deuoutlie imagin , all the Court 
of heauen moite ioyfull and glad, 
much more thenether tounge can 
tell or any hart can thinke, prat - 
finge and laudinge almightie God 
tor his greataes and omponiren- 
Cie, came all-in order one afcer a- 
nother, to ſee and behould the 
louely and glorious face of their 
knige and Lorde, and to reverence 
and worſhip him, andthe blefled 
Virgin his mother: As the holie 
Apoltle faint Paule (faith, that -hen 
the father of heauen brouobt hu firſt be- 
gotten ſonne into this Wyorlde, be come 
manded that all his bleſſed Angells 


Should Worship him, Allo the yShe- 
. paerds, 
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pherds, when the Angells were 
departed, came and worthiped this 
childe,declaringe openly whac the 
Angells hadtould them. And hts 
deere motier as ſhe that was moſte 


obleruac & wile, tookegreat heed 


& notice of all that which hapned, 
and kept and reſerued preuilie in 
hir hart, all the wordes chat were 
{po\en of hir biefſed Sonne leſu, 
Finally rouchinge the fealt and 
ſolemnirie of this highe day, we 
thould deuourliecall ro minde that 
this day is borne the kinge of blitle, 
Sonneof Almightie God, Lordeof 
Lordes, Maker and Goueryour of 
allthe worlde, whoſe name is ſpe- 
ciaily called Prince of Peace;for by 
him was made thatgrear & endles 
pzace, which we betore haue ſpoke 
of Wherfore this day the Angelles 
{onge Gloria in excelſis, and with 
tie the Church ſingeth in the bleſ- 
ſed Maſle, out of the Propher Elay 
ſaying: A childegs borne to ys that 
Is like ynto vs in his mahoode, & a 
Sone ls geue to ysthat is like tothe 
SE Father 
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Father of heauen in his Godhead, 
Alſo this day the Sonne of Righte- 
ouſnes that longe time was obſ- 
cured hath now ſpread openlie his 
beames of mercie, and the light of 
his grace into all the worlde: for 
'this day was ſeene that bleſſed 
ſighte, that neuer was ſcene before 
inthe earth: that is to fay, Al- 
mizhtie God in the Jikenes of 
man Andthis day befell rwo (6 
miraculous thinges which paſſed 
all other chinges, all mans capaci- 
tie, or all that may be thought or 
conceiued; to wit God is borne of 
a Maiden , and a Mayden hath 
borne a childe with out forrowe 
or blemithe ofhur virginitie, 
 Andin furthertoken of this mi- 
raculous birche, at Rome the ſame 
day ſprange out of a Tauerne, a 
fountaine of molte pleaſant oyle, 
And allo in the ſame citie a gor- 
geous Tempie with an Image of 
pou'd, which was called the euer- 
altinge Temple (ror aſmuch asic 


was prophecied thatit ſhould ne- 
| uer 
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uer fall downe till a Mayden bare - 
a Sonne)) this day imediatelie as 
Chriſte was borne, both Temple 
and Tmage fell downe together. 
In which place is now made a 
Church in the honor and worſhip 

of the holie virgin our Ladie + 
Saint Marie, Whoſe name 
with hir bleſſed Sonne 
Ieſu, be bleſſed now 
and for euer, 
Amen, 
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Of the Circumcifion ofour Lorde 
and Sauicur leſu. 


The 7. Chapter. 


Pon theerghte Gay afcer the 
blefſed childe was borne, he 

was carried to the Temple, and 
acconl- 
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accordinge to the lawe he was 
there Circumcited, Wherfore on 
this day rwo great thinges were 
done that we oughte euer deyout- 
lie to retaine in memorie. The 
firit is that this bleſſed name Ieſus 
( which with out begininge or 
endinge from all eternitie he had 
giuen him of his father, and alſo 
of the Angell before he was con- 
ceiued) was this day openly im= 
poſed vpon him,and he there with 
ſpetiallie nominated and called 
Ieſus, that is to fay a Sauioure, 
Which name as the Apoſtle ſaint 
Paul ſaiech, is far 4 boue all names, 
for there is no other name genen yn- 
der heauen, in thewhich men may be {a- 
wed. 

The Second is, that this day 
our Lorde Ieſus began to ſhed his 


began betime to ſuffer for vs , 
and he that-neuer finned, began 
this day to ſufferpaine in his (wete 
and tender bodie for our ſinne, 
Wherfore we ought to haue great 
come 


pretious blood for our ſakes: he . 
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compaſsion and to weepe with 
him, for this day he wept moſte 
tenderlie . And on this day we 
ſhould both be glad and thankfull 
for our ſaluation : and alſo haue 
inward forrowe and compalsion 
for his paines and anguithes. For 
thisday accordinge to the precept 
of the lawe, his tender fleſh was 
cut witha ſharp edged knife, and 
he ſhed bis pretious blood for vs 
25 is aforeſaied. And then behould 
how the youngechilde leſus wee- 
peth and ſobbeth moſte bicterlie 
for the ſorrowe which he felce in 
his tender fleſh: for wich out dout 
he had verie fleſh , naturall, and 
ſufferable as other children haue. 
W herforelet vs here take com- 
paſsion on him & alſo of his deere 
mother, For well may we ſuppoſe 
that when the ſawe hir louelie 
childe to weepe, hir tender harte 
likewiſe burſte into teares, and ſhe 


could not withhould from wee- | 
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pinge. And then may we imagin i} 


and thinke , how that litle babe 
. beinge 
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beinge in his mothers armes and 
ſceinge hir toweepe, put his hand 
to hir face as he would not that 
the ſhould weepe. And ſhe againe 
inwardlie ſtirred with compalsis, 
and b_ great pittie and fſor- 
rowe for the weepinge of hir deere 


Sonne, with kiſlinge him & moa- 
ning him, comforced him as well 
as the mighte. For well ſhe vnder- 
ſtood by the inſpiracio of the holy 
Ghoſte with in hir, the meaninge 
of hir bleſſed Sonne although he 
ſpake no worde at all ynto hir. And 


therfore ſhe faied: deere Sonne, if 
thou wilt thac I ceaſe weepinge & 
hold my peace, doe thoualſo be- 
ſtill and hould thy peace I beſee-- 
che thee, forI cannot chooſe but 

weepe ſo logeas I ſee thee weepe: 

and ſo thorough the pittie & moa- 
ninge of the mother, the bleſſed 
childe ceaſed of his ſobinge. And 
then our Ladie wiped his ee and 


{ kiſſed him, and pur hir dugge into 
 hi- mouth, and comforted him by 


all the-meanes ſhe could deviſe; 
w hich 
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which alwaies ſhe did as ofcen as 


he wept. For we may well ſuppoſe 
that he wepte ofte times, and ſhed 
many tearestoſhew the wretched. 
nes of mans eitate, whoſe nature ke 
rooke vpon him, and alſo to con- 
ceale im ſelfe from the diuell, that 
he ſtould not as yer knowe him 
for God. 

And thus much ſufficeth ac this 
timeto be ſpoken concerninge the 
Circumciſion of our Lerd TIeſu, 
And note thar now inthe time of 
grace this Circumciſion of the olde 
law vtterly ceaſeth, and we have 
inſteede therof the holy Sacramet 
of Baptiſme,ordeyned by our Lord 
Teſu,which is a Sacrament of grea- 
rer grace andlefſer paine: and in- 
Reed of bodelie Circumciſion, we 
ought ro haue the inward Cir- 
cumciſfion of ſoule, which 1s the 
cuttinge away of a'l ſuperfluous 
thinges from vs which diſpoſe and 
 mcue ystofinne, and imbracinge 

and ſeeknigeafter that which may 
drawe ys to Vertu and newnes of 
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life, And note that, he which is 
poore in ſpiric is yertuouſlie cir- 
cumciſed, which circumciſion jthe 
Apoſtle teacheth when he faith: 
Haunge meate and drinke and cloath, x; . 
We should hould vs contented. And 
furcher this gholtelie circumciſion 
is needefull robe in all our fences. 
as in our ſceing , heareinge, tou- 
chinge , taſtinge , and ſmellinge, 
that we may in all theſe eſchewe* 
ſupzrfluitie, and vie them only co 
that which isneceflarie: and cheif- 
lie that we be ſpeciallie temperate 
in our tounge and ſpeakinge, for 
much fpeaknige with out fruite is 
agreat vice, and much offenfiue 
both to God and man, and a token 
ofan vnſtable & difſolute perſon : 
as on the contrarie ſilence is an ex- 
cellent yertu, & therfore not with 
out greate cauſe ſpecially ordayned 

vous | for Religious perſons: of which 
22nd Þ vercu divers holie men haue writ 
-inge || en, whichwe wil patle ouer at this 
may || preſent, And chus concludeth chis 
es of | chapter, 
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Of the Epiphanie or open sheW-inge 
of our Lorde leſu. 


The 8. Chapter. 
6 © Ouchinge this ſolemne day 


and worthie feaſt we fhall 
ynderſtand that there isno feaſt 
which hath ſuch diuerſicie of ſer- 


ice in holie Church as hath this 
feall 


The life of Chrif, 97 


feaſt of theEpiphanie:not for that 


itis more worthie then any other , 
but in reſpe& of many great and 
notable thinges which befell the- 
rein, eſpeciall couchinge hir eſtate 
and condicion , | | 
And firſt we may conſider, that 
the Church conſtited of two ma- 
ner ofperſos, whereof the one was 
the people of the Iewes, who ket 
the law of Moyſes and were cir- 
cumciſed, the other were the peo- 
ple of the Gentiles which were 
yncircumciſed. Allo on this day, 
( which was the twelueth day fro 
the Natiuitie ) our Lord Ieſus 
ſhewed him ſelte both God and 
man ynto the three kinges which 
were of the Gentiles ; in whoſe 
perſon is repreſented the Church 
of God now gathered together of 
all Chriſtians. And as ypon the 
day of his Natiuitie he appeared 
and ſhewed him felfe vato the 
lewes , in the perſon of theShep- 
pheardes; the whiche Iewes for 
tae moſte parte receiued nor the 
E faich 


2 
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faith nor worde of God: ſo on this 
day he ſhewed him ſelfe to the Ge- 
tiles who receiued him, & of who 
weare come & deſcended that be 
his choſen people. Wherfore this 
day oughte ſpecially to bea highe 
day inthe church of God, & to be 
celebrated with preatioy & ſole- 
nitiecofal true &taithfullChriſtias. 
The Second thingethat on this 
day was done touchingethe eſtate 
& bemifit of the Chnrch: was, that 
this day nyne and twentie yeare 
after his Nativitie our Lord leſus 
was baptiſed,in which milterie he 
did fprituallie wedde & erulicel- 
poule & knitt his Churche vnto 


him. Forin Bapciſme our ſoules | : 
are cleaſed fro the filthe of finne & ÞÞ « 
newly cloathed with vercues&lo Þ 
are wedded & eſpouſed to Chriſt, Þ q 
T he thirde chinge was: that ypo ÞÞ tl 
the ſame day twelue moch,tharis 
to ſay acopleateyeareafter hisBap I tic 
time he wrought that firſte Spre-}U rel 
cedent mirackle at the Bridall,co-& the 
uertinge water into Wine where rin 


bj 
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by is vnderitoode the ghoſtly 


bridall of his Church. All which 
three milſteries the doth on this 
day(olemnizein hir diuine ſeruice. 

The Fourth thinge that befell 
this day, was as ſaint Bede faith: 
that onthe ſame day twelue moch 
aiter the wedding, ourLorde Ieſus 
wrought that woderfull mirackle 
of teedinge four thouſand people, 
wich five Barley loaues and a 
few licle Fithes . Lo here the di- 
gaitie and highenes of this day 


- Which God him felfe did chooſe 


where into preſerue the momorie 
of ſo many wonders. The which 
thinge tae Church con(ideringe,as 
alſo that ſhe hath receiued on this 
day ſomanyexcellent benefits of 
Ciriſt hir ſpouſe therforeby wayof 
dutiful chakfulnes ſhe celebrateth 
this feaite with ſpectall ſolenitie, 

But for as much as the celebra- 
tion of this day hath moſt {peciall 
relation vnto the Adoration of 
the three kinges & of their Offe= 
ringe to our Lorde leſu, thereforz 
E 2 we 
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we will enter further into the cc= 
templacion thereof , leauinge to 
ſpeake of the other at this preſenc. 
Letys now imagin, and feriout- 
lie contemplate in our ſoules as 
ifwe were oneof the companie,or 
preſent in the place where theſe 
thinges are done: behouldinge 


how theſe three kinges came to 


Bethelem , with a worſhipfull 
traineand companie of Lordes 8 
Nobles, and with a great troope 
of ſeruants and attendants, con- 
ducted and guided by a Starre 
which went before them in all 
their 1orney , and finally reſted 
ouerthe place where as the chil- 
de Ielus lay. Where they all 
lighted downe from their horſes 
before that ſimple houſe in 
maner ofa Stable: andour Ladie 
hearinge agreatnoiſe &ſtirringe of 
people, ſodainlie tooke yp hir chil- 
de in hirlappe. And the three kin- 


ges entringe in to the houle, as | 


ljoone as they ſawethe babe they 
knecled downe, and with greats 
| _  reue* 
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reuerence and deuocion honored 
him as a kinge and worſhiped him 
as verie God, © Bleſſed lordehow 
greate was their beliefe, and how 
{tronge and tirme was their faithe: 
that ſuch alicle childe : ſo ſimplie 
cloathed : found with fo poore a 
mother: in ſo abie& a place: wich 
out mony: and with outall worl- 
dlie neceſlaries: ſhould be very 
God, and ſoueraigne kinge and 
Lorde ofall the worlde? all which 
notwithſtanding they ftefaſtlie 
beleeued, And this certainlie was 
| apoint of the ſpeciall goodnes and 
great loue of our Lordeynto ys,to 
ordayne ſuch noble beginners & 
worthie foreleaders of our faith, 

Moreouer we may deuoutlie 
thinke how after they had ac- 
compiſhed this honor and homa- 
geto our Bleſſed Sauiour, and his 
mother they propounded reueret- 
lie ynto hir divers and ſundrie de- 
mandes : as defierous to knowe 
In what maner he was conceived, 
and of any other extraordinarie 

TY 3 accl- 
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accidents concerninge hir ſelfe: or 
his Natiuitie : and fo of many 
other thinges which they defiered 
to knowe, And the meeklie an(- 
werd them, and ſatisfied them in 
all chinges fo far as was conue- 
nient. And they gaue full credit & 
beliefe to all the anſwered. And 
for as much as they were wiſe and 
men of great learninge, therfore 
we may ſuppoſe that they well 
vnderſtoode the Hebrew language 
and ſpale in that tounge that was 
the mother tounge of our Ladie 
and of all the Iewes. And ſo when 
they aſked any queſtions of our 
Ladie, it was with greate cur- 
teſie and reuerence : and on the 
. Other fide our Ladie with a wa- 
ner of modeſt ſhamefaſtnes, houl- 
dinge downe hir eies towardes 
the earth ſpeaketh and anſwe- 
reth , ſoberlie , and ſhortlie to 
their demandes, For ſhe defjereth 
notto be much in talke, nor loge 
in open ſighte . Neuertheles our þ 
Lorde enduecd hir with ſpeciall 
ſtrenght | 
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ftrenghe at this preſent to ſpeake 
more bouldlie then was hir vie 
and cuſtome. 

And behoulde hoy the bleſſed 
childe Tefus thoughe he ſpeake 
not ynto them, yet did he gladlie 
and cheerefullie behould them, as 
well vnderſtandinge their often 
andlouelie lookes they caſte vpon 
him. For they had great delighte 
and comforte in the countenance 
and fighte of him. For as the 
Propher Dauid wictnefſeth he was 
Specioſus forma pre filjs bominum. 
themoſte ſpecteÞ andbeautifull of the 
ſonnes of men. And after they had 
longe delighted them ſelues in 
yewingeand lookeinge vpon him, 
they made their alin vnto 
him after this order, 

Firlſte they opened their Coffers 
with their riches and treaſures 
which they had brought with che, 
And then ſpreadinge a Carpet or 
cloath before the feete of our Lord 
Teſu, they kneeled downe theres, 
& ths they offered Goulde, Inceſt, 
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104 The liſeof Chriſt. 

and Mirrhe, in greataboundance 

and quantitie, and when they had 

thus offered and laiedche pretious 
giftes before him, reuerentlie and 
deuoutly fallinge downe, they kiſ- 
ſed his bleſſed feete. And then 

peraduenturethe childe full of di- 

uine wiſdome, the more to com- 

fort and ſtrenghten them , put 
foorth hislitle hand for them to 
kiſſe,and bleſſed them there with,” 

And after they reuerentlie encli- 

ninge to our blefled Ladie, tooke 

rheir leaue of hir and of TIoſe- 
phe: and fo with greate 1oy and 

__ mirthe , as the goſpel] 

aieth, they retorned againe into 
their owne countrie by another 

Way. 

But how ſuppoſe we was em- 
ploied, or what was done with 
all that goulde , and with thoſe 
other preſentesof ſo greate price 

and yalour: did our Ladie re- 

. {erue it, and hordeit yp, or buy 
and purchaſe there with ether | 
landes or poſeſsions ? Nay God | 

forbid: | 
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forbid: for ſhethat was a true louer 
and embracer of perfect pouertie 
tooke litle regarde of any world- 
lie goodes. W herfore it is moſte 
probable that ſhe louinge pouertie 
hir (elfe, and beſides well vnder- 
ſtandinge che will of hir Sonne, - 
not ohhie by his inward inſpira- 
cion inhir ſ{oule, but alſo by ſhe« 
winge his will by out ward fignes 


_ that he loned not ſuchriches(per- 


aduenture turninge away his face 
oft time from the goulde or ſpit- 
tinge onit) with ina fewe dayes 
after, ſhe gaue ital away tothepoo.. 
re & needie people. For the keeping 
thereof that litle time , was ynro 
hir but agreat burthen,anda trou- 
bleſome chardge. Which appea- 
reth to be moſte probable & true, 
for that ſhe made hir ſelfe ſo bare 
and deſtitute of mony and trea- 
ſure, when ſhe ſhould goe to the 
Temple to be purified, that ſhe had 
not wher with to buy alambe for 
hir Sonne buconlie bought a prai- 
er of Turtles of litle price. And 
"oo oe yet 
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yer doutleſſe ſhe woulde haue 
done other wile had ſhe beene of 
abilitie . Farchermore we may 
well ſuppoſe that the offeringe 
of tne kinges was great, and 
riche, namelie in goulde : for 
if cheir offeringe had beene 
bur of litle , they needed not to 
haue opened their treaſor ( as 
the goſpell ſaieth they did ) but 
their feruantcs or ſtewardes 
mighte lightelie haue put ſome 
licle matter into their handes : 
wherfore ic is certaine the guif- 
tes and quantities were great for 
the reaſon aforfaied : and that 
our Ladie louinge pouertie, and 
beinge exceedinge full of charitie, 
gaue it in a thorte ſpace away to 
poore, 

Finallie we may here ſee an e- 
uident exlample of perfect mee- 
kenes : for you thall ſee many 
that eſteeme them ſelues yerie 
meane andabtecte in their owne 
ſighte, yer neuertheles they can- 
not ealely (ſuffer to be ac m_ 
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The life of chrift, !o7 
ted for ſuch in other mens fi- 


ghte, leaſtchey ſhould be repro- 


ued and deſpiſed of them. Buc 
thus did not our Lorde Teſus , 
kinge of all kinges , and Lorde 
of all Lordes: for he would that 
his loweneſſe and meane eſtate 
ſhould be manifeſtlie ſeene & kng- 


wen to others: and that nor et- * 


ther toafewe, or onlie to ſimple 
people, but to many in nomber, 
and noble perſonages,that1sto lay 
to kinges & Lordes,&to tieirmen 


and followers ; Which is much 


to be wondred at , if we duelie 
confider the time and preſent 
occaſion: in which it might be 
feared leaſt they cominge from 
ſo farre and remote contries, and 
fndinge him whom they foughte 
for as kinge of the Tewes, and 
whom they ſuppoſed for AI- 
mightie God , .lyinge in fo 
ſimple aray and ſo great abie- 
&ion, by thar ſimple fighte ( ſup- 
polſinge and deemfiige them 
lelues abuſed and deceiued ) 
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x08 The life of Chriſt, 
they had not gone away with out 
any whit of taith or deuocion. 

Bur for all this the Maſter of 
meekenes and louer of ſimplenes, 
lefte not to fulfill the perfeRion | 
ofthis ſonoble a yercu: geueinge 
vs exſample that we ſhould not 
goe from that ground of meekenes 
ynder ſome ſeeminge coloure or 
pretext of any greater good, but 
that we ſhould euer practiſe to 
appeare, and indeedeto be, moſte 
ſimpleand abie& in our ſelues,and 
in the ſighte of others. Which yer- 
tu of Meckenes we beſeeche him 

to graunt vs thoroughe his ho 
lie grace, which ſo far did 
abaſcand humble him ſelfe 
for our ſakes, our bleſ- 
ſed Lord & Samioure 
Ielus, Amen. 
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Of the Purification of our Bleſſed 
L adie Saint Marie. 


The 9. Chapter. 


Feer the time that the three 

A. kinges had performed their 
ofteringe, and were gone home 
againe into their owne countrie 
as aforeſaied, yet remained that 
worthie Ladie of all the worlde 
in that ſimple harbour with hir 
bleſſed Sonne Ieſu,-and with hir 


husband that holie olde man Io- 
:  ſephe 
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110 The life of Chriit, 
ſepheat the racke, pacientlie ex- 
pectinge and abidinge ynrill the 
fortie day ordained by the law 
for Purification :as ttthe had beene 
an other finfull woman defiled 
thoroughe hir childe birthe, and 
as if thechilde Ieſus were a finfull 
man and not God, and bound to 
fulfill che obſeruance of the lawe. 
All which he didtor our exſampſe 
and to teach & enſigne vs the way 
of perfect obedience. And becaule 
they would notchalenge any (pe- 
ciall perogatiue ; therfore they 
kept and accompliſhed the lawe 
fully as all others did, Bur tius 
doe not many now a dayes, the 
which defier to haue a certaine 
diſpenſation , and doe clayme 
ſome ſpeciall priuetedge, that fo 
they may be perceiued co be more 
worthipfull, honorable, and more 
ſinguler then others: but this the 
meexenes of Iefu nether ſeekech 
nor ſuffereth, 

Now when the fortie dayes 


were come of hir Purification ac- 


cordinge 


» ex- || cordinge to the lawe, then went 
| the @ our Ladie, with hir ſonne Telus, 
law | and Lloſephe, and tooke their way 


from Berthelem to ITeruſale, which 


ecne 

filed Þ is about five or ſix myle , chere 
and Þ to preſent the childe, and offer 
1full Þ himto Godin the Temple, accor- 


dinge asit is written in his hole 
lawe. Now let vs here goe with 
them by deuoute contemplacion 
and healpe we to beare that 


d to 
we. 
nple 


Way 
ſe B blefled burthen, the childe Ieſus 
pe- I in our foules by true deuocion , 
ney I and take we inwardlie good in- 


tent to all that is here ſaied and 
done for they be yerie deyout and 
plous, 

In this maner they bearinge 
and bringinge the childe Iefus 
into Hierufalem : the Lorde of 
the Temple, into to the Temple 
of God : At the entrie thereof 
they bouglite a paire of Turtle 
doues to offer for him: and ther- 
fore the goſpel ſpeakech not of 
a Lambe which wasthe common 
ofteringe of the riche : in token 
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112 The life of Chrilt. 
that they were nombred with the 
pooreſt people. 

Andat this very time the righ- 
teous man Simeon led in ſpirit, 
came into the Temple to ſee that 
which he had longe defiered, and 
which the holie Ghoſtein anſwere 
had promiſed him, ſayinge: That 
be should not ſee death vmtill he had fir- 
ſte ſeene Chriſte the croneofGod,Wher- 
fore as {one as he had the ſighte of 
him, he preſentlie knewe him by 
the ſpirit of Prophecie, and then 
kneelinge downe he deuouthie ho- 
nored and worſhiped him, as he 
was caried in his mothers armes: 
and the childe bleſſed him, and 
lookinge ypon kis mother, bowed 
towardes him in token that he 
would goe vnto him. Andthe mo- 
ther vnderſtange hir blefſed Son- 
nes will, and wondringe much 
thereat, tooke him ynto Simeon: 
and he with verie greate ioy and 
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The life of Chriſt, 113 
haue noW beheld and ſeene thy bleſſed 
Sonne my Sautoure. 

And then after wardes he pro- 
phecied of his paſsion, and of the 
preate ſorrowe thereof, that ſhould 
as a ſworde peirce and wounde 
the harte of his bleſſed mother. 
And alſo that worthie widdowe 
Anne a Propheteſſe came ynto 
them into the Temple, and wor- 
ſhippinge the childe Ieſus, ſhepro- 
phecied of him, and alſo ſpake of 
the redemption that was to come 
by himtoall the worlde. 

And his bleſſed mother won- 
dringe at all theſe wordes, kept 
them ſecretliein hir harte, And ar 
the laſte the childe Iefus ſtretching 
his armes towardes his mother 
was delivered to hir againe , And 
then they walked in maner of a 
Proceſsion with the childe tow- 
ardes the Aultar ( the which to 
this day is preſentedin the Catho- 


{ like Church by the burninge of 


Candles) which was in this ma- 
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114 Thelifeof Chriff, 
ner . Firſt che two worſhipfu!l 
olde mn Iolephe and Simeon 
went loyfullie before houldinge 
one an other by the arme, and 
with greate mirrthe finginge and 
ſayinge: Suſcepimus Deus miſertcor- 
diam tuam in medio Templi tus: Lord: 
We bauereceiued this daythy merci in 
the mideſt of thy Temple. Whertfore 
accordinge to thegreatnes of tuy 
name, letthy praiſe and worſhip 
 beſounded into the furtheſt par- 
tes of the worlde, And then fol. 
| lowed after the blefſed mother 
and mayden Marie, bearinge the 
bleſſed babe and kinge of heauen 
Chriſt Teſns: and with hir on the 
one fide goeth chat worthipfull 
widowe Saint Anne, with great 
reuerence and ynſpeakeable 1oy 
prayſinge and thakinge God. This 
is a ſolemne and worthie Pro- 
cesfion of fo few perſons but 
repreſentinge moſte great & wo- 
derfull rhinges, for here be of all 
ſorces and ettatesof people ſome: 
that is to ſay both of me & my 
olde 
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olde &yoiige, maides8& widowes. 
Now when they were come 
to the Altar of the Temple, our 
B. Ladie with great reuerece knee= 
linge downe offereth yp hir {wee- 
teSonne to his heauenlie father , 
ſayinge in this maner: Accepthere 
moſte higheſt farher your deere 8 
only So6ne whom I offer vnto you 
accordinge to your comandemet; 
for heis the firite borne ofhis mo- 
ther. But O heauenlie father I be- 
ſeeche your mercie to reſtore him 
afterwardes ynto me againe, And 
then rifinge of hir knees, ſhe lifte 
him yp vpon the Aulcar,O Lord 
God how pretious &acceptablean 
offeringe was this? ſurelie there 
waneuer the like beforeto be (ee- 
ne from the begininge of wordle, 
And here conſider and behould 
how the bleſſed child Ieſus fate 
yponthe Aultar,& witha loueliz 
face and ſmilingecountenace loo- 
keth vpo his deere mother, vpo 
other people that were there pre- 
let, pacictlie& meekelic expecting 
what 
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what they would doe ynto him. 
And then came the Prieſtes of the 
Temple: and the Lord of all the 
worlde was there boughte againe 
for fiue pence, or peeces of mony 
which were called Sicles. And 
when Ioſephe had paied the mony 
for him,our Ladie receiued againe 
hir bleſſed Sonne: And then ſhe 
tooke theaforeſaid Turtles of Io- 
ſephe, and kneelinge downe de- 
uouclie liftinge yp hir eies to hea- 
uen houldinge them in hir handes 
the offered them ſayinge: O eter- 
nal and moſte glorious father of 
heauen, youchſafe to accept this 
litle gifte, which is the firſte offe- 
ringe that your bleſſed childe 
hath euer preſented ynto your 
highe maieſtie, of his ſimple po- 
uvertie. And there with the childe 
Teſus puttinge his handes to the 
birdes and liftinge vp his eies to 
heauen, ſhewed countenance and 
made ſigne of his offeringe toge- 
ther with his mother, and ſo they 
laied the Turtles vpon the Aultar, 
Now 
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Now here earneſtlie behould 
andconſider who they be that of- 
fer: That is to (ay the mother, and 
alſo hir ble{ſedSone together, And 
let vs imazin whether chis litle 
offering could be forſaken or nor, 
Nay G:d forbid. But we may de- 
uoutlie beleue, that this offeringe 
was by the handes of Angelles 
preſented vp into the courte of 
heauen, and of God the father full 
gladlie accepted, and all the bleſ- 
ſed companie of heauen were there 
with greatlie reioyſed. 

After this bleſſed offeringe 
was ended, our Ladie with hir 
ſwete Sonne, and hir holie ſpouſe 
loſephe , tooke their way from 
the Citie of Hieruſalem home a- 
g21ne to Nazareth.But by the way 
ſhe viſited hir coſen ſaint Eliza. 
beth, defieringe greatlie to ſee hir 
{onne whom the loued fo ſpecial- 
lie. And when they met together, 
they both wereexceedinge 1oyfull, 
and namly Elizabeth, when ſhe 
lawe that bleſſed fghte of the 
childe 
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118 The liſe of Chrift 
childe Teſu, by vertu of whom ir 
hir firlte conception , hir ſonne 
Iohn was ſanctified in hir wombe 
and ſhe was repleniſhed with the 
holie Ghoſte. Alſo the two chil. 
dren Icſus and Iohn when they 
were broughte together , they 
kiſſed eache other louelie , and 
laughed and plaied together, and 
thechilde Iohn as if. he had kno. 
wen his Lorde, yſed himallwayes 
with great reſpect and reuerence, 
And when they had reſted them 
& remayned certaine dayes toge- 
ther, our Ladie with hir childe 
Ieſus , and Ioſephe, departed and 
went forward on their way to 
Nazareth as to their home and 
place of reſt: but yet befell no reſt 
yntothe,aswe ſhall ſhew heeraftcr 
Now if we attentiuelie con- 
ſider the aforſaied proceſle, and 
how. longe time they haue Iyen 
out of their owne houſe , in ſo 
greate pouertieandneceſsite, we 
may well be moued cocompalsio, 
and to learne by their gy. 
the 
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nd obedience, which were eul- 
dently, declared and openly to be 


ſeene in their meane and fimple 


dwellinge,in their poore oblation 
and offeringe, and in their dutifull 
performance of the law. 

Finally as we are accuſtomed 
to make wordlie mirthe & much 
1oyfull feaſting: in this time of 
the Natiuitie , vrito Candlemas, 
which is this feaſt of Purification: 
ſo ſhould eache denout ſ{cule eſpe- 
cially in this time, With much 
ſprituail ioy and reuerence, wor- 
ſhip and honor, the blefled childe 
leſus and his holie mother the vyir- 
gin Marie, viſiting them by conte- 
placion and deuoute prayer, at the 
[:alte once inthe day,as ifchey ſaw 
in ſpirit our bleſſed Ladie with hir 
childelyinge atthe Mager,& fo to 
call ro minde their meekenes, po - 
vertie and righthibleobedicce, & 
to loue & embrace theſe holiever- 
tues to the ytmolteof their abiliri- 
es. Andthuscocludethchischapter 
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Of the Flyenge of our Lorde 
leſu into Egipte, 


TE re 


. < __ 
- 
« 


The 10. Chapter. 


V Hen our bleſſed Ladie 
& hir childe Teſus were 
come to Nazareth , knowinge 

nothinge of che quis 5 | 
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The life of Chriſt, x25 
Herod the kinge, who intended 
to (lea the childe leſus,the Angell 
of God appeared to Ioſephe in his 
ſleepe, wilinge him that he ſhould 
take the childe and his mother 
and flie into Egipte, for it would 
come to paſſe that Herod would 
ſeeke the childe to murder him. 
And Iofephepreſently awakeing 
forthe of his ſleepe , wentvynto 
our Ladie, and tould ynto hir 
theſe heauie tidinges: and ſhe full 
fore amazed,roſe in haſte & tooke 
yp hir bleſſed ſonne,and ſpeedelie 
got hir away, leaſt any harme 
ſhould come vnto him thoroughe 
hir defaulte ornegligence: wher- 
fore preſenthe in the nights thee 
tooke hir way to Egipte: and ſo 
fledde that greate Lorde the pur- 
ſuite ofhis wicked ſeruant, tra» 
uaillinge with his younge and 
tender mother , and with that 
feeble olde man Iofephe, all that 
dangerous, painfull and difficulc 
way: whichailſo was verie longe 


land tedious, to witt twelue or 
F fifteene 


19 
$1 
| 
; 


OTA were Ye 
-” » _ ” i 


122 The life of Chit, 
fifteene dayes1ornie of a common 


fote man, peraduencure to them 
full ewo monthes trauaile: more-- 


ouer it Was ina deſert not inhabi- 
red, out of the which thechildren 
of I{raeil were led when thy had 
dwelled there fortie yeares. O 
o00d Lorde how did they there 
tor their foode and huinge , 
and what ſhifte did they make 
in-the nightes for harbour and 
lodginge : for in all that obſ- 
cure and yncouth way . ſeldome 
found they any houſe or dwel- 
linge. | | 
Here oughte we to haue in- 
warde compalsion of chem and 
not to thinke che trauaile greate 
or laborious, todoe pennance for 
our felues, {einge Chriit him felfe 
tooke ſo greatpaine and crauaile 
for vs, beinge Lorde of all crea« 
tures, and kingefall glory. And 
further if we colider it duely, here 
are many examples and notable 
leffons ;tor our inftruction For 
fhrſte we may here ſes how our 

Lorde 
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Lorde leſus ſuſtained in his owne 
erſon , fomtime proſperitie and 
| a6 aduerſitie, ſometime wea 
Ithe and ſomtime want,to the end 
thac we ſhould expect with pati- 
ence when the like befallech ys. 
For firſte in his birthe he was ma- 
enitied of the Sheppheards, and 
honored, and worſhiped ofthem 
withg reatioy as God, and (oone 
after to his great paine he was 
Circumciſed as an other ſimple 
and ſinfull man, The three kinges 
came ynto him, and honored and 
did homage vnto him in their 
pare: & preſented great 
guifres and offers ynto him,:yec 
was he content to dwell ſtill in 
" that ſtableamonge the bruite bea- 
ſtes in great ableftion. He was 
preſented in the Templeand greac 
thinges were prophecied of him, 
as of Almightie God him felfe , 5 
now he is willed ot the Angeil to 
flietrom Herod into Egipt, asit he 


| wanted power and mighte to 
withltand one only man. Andthis 
2s 
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124 The life of Chrift, 
as for our example, proſperitie & 
aduerſitie in his whole life were 
allwayes mingled together : fo 
likewiſe , ſomtimes he ſendeth 
vs diuers bleſsinges and comforts 
to litte vp our hopes that we 
falle not in diſpaire , and ſom- 
times diſcomforts and crofles to 
keepe vs in meekenes, that ſeinge 
our owne frailtie we may ſtand 
in feare. 

Secondly we may learne, tou- 
chingeinternall con(olacions and 
ghoſtlie inſpirations which ſom- 
time God doth ſed, that he which 
hath them be nor proude 6 lifted 
vp therby in his owne conceite as 
houldinge him felfe more worthy 
then others that haue them not: 
and alſo that he which feeleth any 
ariditie or drinefle of ſoule , and 
hath not ſuch ſpeciall comforts & 
viſitations, be not caſte downe 
with ſorrowe in him ſelfe, or in - 
flamed with hatred or enuy a- 

ainſt him that hath them. For 
Gwe ſee the eng 
| an 


1 p 
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and (peakipge of the childe, went 
to Ioſephe and not to our Ladie: 
notwithſtanding he was far more 
inferior, and muchleffe in meritt 
then ſhe, 

Thirdlie we haue here exam- 
ple, that ofters times our Lorde 
ſuffereth his deareſt frendes of all, 
to be touched with tribulation 
and perſecution, whichis plainlie 


to be ſeene in Ioſephe & our bleſ- - 


ſed Ladie. For when they ynder- 
ſtoode that the childewas ſoughte 
for to be {laine, what newes could 
euerhaue happened more heauie 
and forrowfull vnto them: for 
knowinge full well that he was 
yerie God, their griefeand aflictio 
was great to ſee that he ſhould be 
purſued of his wretched creatures; 
whezfore they faied: O Lorde 
Godand father Almightie, what 
cauſe or neceſritiess there that thy 
moſte bleſſed Sonne muſt be for- 
ced to depart , as thoughe thou 
couldeſt not defend him from his 
enemies but by his flighte, or 

E 1 keepe 


726 _ ThelifeofCbrift. 
keepe him ſafely here from any 
harmes or dangers. But. how 
ſo euer his plealure was , pati- 
entlie and meeklic they allwayes 
obeyed: Beſides, this tribulation 
and trauaile was fo much the 
greater vnto them , for that 
chey were to goe into fo far a 
countrie whici: they knewe not, 
and the wayes both ſo bad , 
and ſo dangerous, and them fel- 
ues ſo much yndiſpoſed to tra- 
nailinge: namely our bleſſed La- 
die for hir youth and tendernes, 
and hir husband Ioſephe for 
his age and feeblenes , and 
then the bleſſed childe Ieſus 
whom they haue to beare and 
carrie with them , ſcarce two 
monethes olde : and yet they 
goe into that Iand, in the which 
they live both poore and vn- 
knowen , and wantinge where 
with to keepe them. All which 
moleſtations were vnto them 
occaſion of preate trouble and 
affliction : and therfore thou 
F 4 that | 
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that ſuffereſt here any croſle 
or aduerſitie , preſerue thee 
in patience , and looke not to 
haue perogatiue a boue him that 
would not take it him ſelfe , 
nor geue it to this blefled mo- 
ther. 

Fourthlie we may here con- 
fider the greate begnignitie and 
mercie of our Lorde : for wher 
as he mighte in a moment haue 


;deſtroyed all his enemies that 


purſued him, yet would he not, 
but meeklie and gently choſe 
rather todepartand to geue place 
forthe time to the mag, go of his 
aduerſaries , then to be reuen- 
ged on them as iultlie he might; 
which was an example. of ex- 
ccedinge patience. In the ſame 
maner ſhould we doe, that is to 
ſay, not wilfully withſtand and 
ſeeke revenge on them that doe 
vs wronge and purſue ys , but 
paciently for the time forvear 
them, and flie their ma- 
lice, and moreouer ſpecially to 

pray 
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128 The liſe of Chriſt. 

pray to God for them, as the holie 
Goſpell teacheth vs ſainge : Pray 
for them, that perſecute you. 

Now as ſoone as the bleſſed 
childe Teſus with Ioſepheand his 
mother were come into the 
countrie of Egipte, euen at their | 
verie firite entrance , all the | 
Idolles of the countrie fell downe | 
to the grounde, as longe before 
was prophecied by the Prophet 
Efay . And then went they to 
a Citie of that landcalled Hermo- 
polis or Limopolis, where they 
dwelled ſeauen yeares asſt ragers, 
& as verie poore and needie peo- 
ple. And here we may conſider & 
deuoutlie imagin their ſimple ma- 
ner of liuingein that ſtrange lan- 
de: how our Ladie wrought day- 
lie for hir liuinge with hir needle, 
ſowinge, & ſpining as it is writte 
of hir. And Ioſephe workinge and 
labouringe in his crafte of Car- 
pentrie. And how the childeTefus 
after he came to the age of fiue | 


yeares olde, or there aboute,went 
| on 


Thelife of Chriff, 12g 
on their errandes and hope them 
in all eninges as he was able, and 
in all his deedes ſhewed him ſelfe 
moſte lowlie,meeke, and obedient 
yntothem. 

And fiche they were conſtrai- 
ned to get their yerie food and 
daylie ſuſtenace by their hard la- 
bour & trauaile,and perhappes oft 
times with ſome reprootes and 
rebukes of their neighbours, as it 
ofcen hapnerh to ſuch as be ſtran- 
gersand out of they countrie, what 


plentie ſuppoſe we had they then 


of houſhould beddinge, cloathing 
and other neceflaries : & whe- 
tier they had in allthis, ſuperflu- 
itie , ſufficience, or ſcarcitie: no 
with out dout they thac loued 
perfet pouertie, would not po- 
ſeſſle, thoughe they might , that 
which was contrarie tothis holie 
yertu,or caried any ſhew of ſuper- 
fluitie or curiofitie, . 

Andſuppoſe we that our La- 
die in hir ſowinge or other wor= 
kinges made curious workes or 
PR con- 


130 The life of Chriſt, 
concentes as many folkes doenovy 
a dayes? nay God for bid , for 
though many folkes now a dayes 
doepractiſe ſuch curioſities who 
take nor any heede tothe lofle of 
time, yet ſhe that was in that need 
could not , nor wouldnot, con- 
ſume the time in yaine: for this 
vice of curioſitie and vaine 1nue- 
tions is botha vice in ic {-Ife, and 
an occation and motiue-to many 
others, 

For firſte 1s Jlooſeth & waſteth 
the cime which principallie is or- 
dained for the fe: uice ot God: and 
as we lee fuch {uper3ousand Cl. 
r10us thinges,occuple much more 
time, tf enothers which are more 
Paine, fimple,& mezreie ſuficiet. 
Szcondlie they are tie cauſe of 
orcat Pride boi co them which 
vie chem, and to them whach be- 
honid and view them: for as fim= 
ple and p'aine workes be occaftion 
of lowlines and meeknes, 1o be 
curious Workes as vyle noriſhn- 
ge ihe hireofpride both in chem 

EE : ſelues 


The life of Chrift, 25 
ſclues and others, Thirdlie it is to 
them that delighte in ſuch vani- 
ties, matter to drawe their hartes 
from God. and from defier of vere 
cue, For as Sainte Gregorie {aieth, 
looke how much a man taketh de- 
lighte here inearthlie chinges, lo 
much the more is he with drawen 
from the loue and defire of ſuch a s 
be heauenlie Fourchlie 1t 15 one of 
the three vices which as S. Iohn 
faizth ſhall infect the whole world 
which is the luſte of the etes, 
for ſuch curioſities ſerue to no 
other purpoſe but to feede the eie, 
Fifthie itis a ſigne ofa vaine,itghte, 
and ynſtable harte: wherfore he 
that will liue in cleanes of ſoule 
and conſcience, ought to abſtaine 
from ether makinge or viinge of 
{uch curious deuites. Finally fith 
our Lorde gaue ſo great example, 
and ſo muci comendeth & pral 
ſethpouercieas is often (aid, with 
out mo he is greatly offededwith 
that which is oppoſite to this yer= 
tu, which is the yice of curioſitie, 
_ 


®. 
Oftheretorninge 4;aine of our Lorde 
and Sauour leſuout of the 
land of Egipte, 


The 11, Chapter. 


A Fter that Herod was dead, 
and fcauen yeares were 
now ended in the which our 

Lorde 


The life of Chriſt, 132 
Lorde eſu had dwelled in Egipt, 
che Angell of our Lorde appeared 
to Ioſephein his ſleepe,and willed 
him that he ſhoulde take the childe 
and his mother and goe into the 
lande of 1ſraell for they were now 
dead that ſought to kill the chil- 
de. And imediatlie heroſe vp with 
the childe and his mother as the 
Angell willed, and retourned a- 
gaine into the lande of Iſraell, And 
when he came there and heard 
that ArcheNaus kinge Herods ſon- 
ne raignedin hisfathers place, he 
was a fraide: wherfore he went 
aſide into the countrie of Gallile 
intoa citie Called Nazareth, 


Gs And here we may ſee how it 
orde ſtanderh with our Lorde leſusat 
his rerourninge, euen as It Was 
with him before his departinge; 
to wit proſperitie and aduerlitie, 
toy and fearealwayes mingled to » 
gether , For when chey were in 
ead, i a {traunge land hearinge of the 
7ere death of their enimie, & that they 
our } ſhould goe home againeintotheir 


 owne 
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ownecountrie,no dout but it was 

reat comfort and 1oy viito them: 
but hauinge here with ſo hardand 
painfull aiornieby che way, and 
after when they came into their 
countrie hopinge to haue enioyed 
reſt and peace,they heard tidinges 
ofa new enimie, their feare was 
ſo greate that they were allo en- 
forced to forſake this countrie & 
to trauaile and tlie yet farther. 

O ſweete Lorde leſuthou faire 
youngechilde, thou that art Lord 
and kingeofneauen & earth, what 
great di{queit andalſo how ſoone 
beganeſt thou to ſuffer tor our 1a- 
kes? well ſpake the Propher in thy 
perſon when he ſaied: 1 am poore 
andin diners trauailes from my youth, 
Sweete leſu how wentelit thoy, 
or was caried all that longe way, 
and namly thoroughe that dan- 
gerous deſert, paſsinge ouer the 
red ſea, and the riuer of Iordanein 
that thy youge & rteder age. For it 
ſhould leeme that this thy retour- 

ninge into! thy countries againe 
1g? 
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The life of Chriſt. I25 
is more greneous and painfull, 
both to thee and thy leaders, then 
was thy former goinge, and firſte 
departure. For why thou wat 
then ſo litle that thou migh- 
ceit ealely be borne in azmes , 
but now thou arrelderand waxen 
fomwhat bigger in the time of 
ſeauen yeare, and yet to goe thou 
maieft not for tenderage, and to 
ride thou art not vſed. Verehie it 
may ſeeme that this all onlie tra- 
uaile and paine which thou now 
yrdercakeft, were it ſelfe for his 
worthienes, of ſufficient meritt 
for mans redemption, 
Furthermore when they came 
" Of S, 

to the endofthac deſert there they x, 
found Saint Iohn the Baptiſt, the gapiin 
which at that time had begonne 
to liue in that deſerc in doinge 
ofpenance. For the place of Ior- 
dane wherin Saint Tohn bapriſed, 
is the ſame by which the children 
ofI{rael! paſſed in cheirretorne fro 
Epipt, and nighe vnto this place S, 
lohn in his infacte liued in penace 

Ws Bn Wher = 


x36 The life of Chrit. h 
Wherforeitis likely that Ieſus & 
his motherfound him there, and 
that they were very glad and ioy- 
full when they met together He 
Was an excellent & worthy child! 
from hisbirthe. He was che firtte 
Hermnte, and the firſte beginner} 
of religious life in the new law:} 
heliued allwayes chaite: he was| 
a great Preacher: he was a Pro.| 
phet, and a precious and glorious 
Martyr. Where deuoutlie worl- 
hipinge him, we leaue to ſpeake 0 
himat this time, and ſo retorne 
againe to our Lorde Ieſu and his 
motherin the aforſaid waye. 
After that they paſſed the flood 
of Iordane, then came they nexc to 
the houſe of our Ladies coſen 
faint Elizabereh , where they re- 
poſed and refreſhed tizem felues 
for a while , And there Ioſfep'ie 
hearing that Arcielaus raigned 
in his tathers ſteed , by the ap- 
pointment of the angeil, he went 
with the bleſſed cinide and his 
mother into a citie of Galile called 
Se Naza« | 
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 leſus &wazareth as is aforeſaid, where 
ere, andhey dwelled as in their owne 
and ioy-Mhouſe, leadingeall three a poore 
ther He and {imple life cogether, bur there 
hy childwichall, wich great ſpriuall riches 
he tirilehoy, and doony 07as, 

eginna'yY Andlothechilde Ieſus beinge 
w law: Sthus brought out of Egipt, we 


Emay deuoutlie thinke how the 
ſiſters of our Ladie, and other hir 
kinsfolkes & frendes came to viſit 
them, & to welcomethem home, 
bringinge with them ſome pre- 
ſents and guittes, as they thoughe 


nd his needful for them, who foiid their 

C, owne dwellinge and houſe ſo 

: flood poore and bare. | 

1EXT T0 Alſo S. Iohn Euangelifſt came Of $, 


with his mother our Ladies Jobn 
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ey re- If ſiſter to viſit and ſee Teſus, beinge -* & WEEN 
ſelues © atthat time about fiue yearesolde. hos 

ſepie M For as it is written ofhim he died 

'gned I inche threſcore & ſeauentene yere 

© 2Þ- If after thepaſsion of our Lord, at 

welt Bf whichtime he was fourſcore and 


eighrene yeareof age, ſo that whe 


our Sauiour died, he was one and 
thirtie 
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138 Thelife of Chriff, 
thirtieyeare, and Chrilt him ſelfe 
thirtie three, or litle more, And {6 
ar this retorninge of our Lord 
Teſu at ſeauen yeare old Iohn was 
five yeare olde. and as aiterwardes 
he was by our Lorde lelu called 
to be one of his Apoſtles , and 
moſte ſpecially beloued of hm, fo 
isit likely that in this time oftheir 
child hood he was molte ſpecially 
affected of him, anda great plea- 
ſure and contentment vynto him. 
Finally from this time ynto 
the twelueth yere of Iefus age, 
the Goſpell maketh no mencion 
of him: neuercheles 1tis written 
and (aied, that there 1s yet in that 
place a well where the child leſus 
often times fetcht water for his 
mother: for that meeke Lorde 
refuſed not todoe fuch lowlie 
ſeruices, and alſo his mo- 
ther had noother ſeruant, 
for all hir liuinge was 
in meekenes and 
pouertie. 
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2 The 12, Chapter. 

x | 

Hen the childe Tefus 

V © was twelue year olde, 
his bleſſed mother with holie Io- 

Jloip 


ſephe wet toIerufals to the ſolene 
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140 Thelife of Chriff, 

feaſt, which was continued for 
eight dayes accordingetothe cu. 
ſtome of the law. Wherfore he 
wentalſo with chem in that ten. 
der age trauailing all that longe 
Way to goe to honorand worſhip | 
his heauenly facher in thoſe ap-| 
pointed fealtes and holie dayes, | 
But whe he came thither he tooke | 
much more inward ſorrowe of 
harte for the diſhonor he ſaw done 
by many ſinfull perſons, then out- 
ward joy in all the pompes and 
great ſolemnities. And fo he taied 
with his pirents during the time 
of the feaſte meekely fulfillinge 
the law vnrtill ſuch time as all the 
feaſtedayes were fully ended. And 
then after that his parents were 
gone homeward , he ynknowen 
to them remained ſtill behinde in 
Jeruſalem. 

Now with diligent attention 
let vs take heede and confider asif 
we were in preſence of all which 
Is here ſpoken, for this is a ſpecial] 
deuour marter, and moſte profi- 
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The life ef Cbriſ, I41 
table ynto vs. Thecitie of Naza- 
reth where our Ladie dwelled 
was diſtant from Ieruſalem the 
ſpace of rhreeſcore and fourteene 
mile: & ſoit hapned thathis mo- 


ther our Ladie, and Iofephe hir 
$ husband, tooke two diuers and 
# contrarie wayes homeward: and 
.« [4 when they met together at eue- 
# ninge, where they had purpoſed 


to haue lodged, our bleſſed Ladie 
ſeeing TIoſephe with out the 
childe , whom ſhe ſuppoſed had 
bene with him, aſked of him wher 
the childe was: and he anſwered 
that ke knewe not,for heſuppoſed 
that the had led him with hir :and © 
there with ſhe burſt out into wee» 
pinge, andin great forrowe (ajed: 
Alzs where is now my ſweete 8& 
bleſſed childe? And then th- bagan 
to goeabout in theeueninge ſor- 
rowfully from houſe to houſe, af- 
kinge and ſaying: Sawe yee not 


| ry Sonne? Saw yee not my Son- 


ne/and ſcarſle could the cont aine 
hir (elte tor griefe and ſorrowe for 
| him: 


142 The life of Chriſt 
him: & the fillie old man Toſephe 
followed hir alſo weepinge Ant 
whe they had both loge ſought 6 
found him not, w\ hat reſt ſuppot 
we they tooke that nighte,& ng) 
the mother who loued him ſo ih 
derly? Sureiie no wonder thought 
they were yerle cofortles, althous 
ghe their trendes coforted the 23 
much as they could.forit was no 
alitlelofle to looſeleſu. Whertor: 
Here we haueluſt cauſe to take c6 
paſſis of the greate agwiſheour L: 
dies fowle was the in for the lo 
of hir blefled Sonne: tor the wa 
neuer in fo great (orrowe from th: 
friſt hower that euer ſhe was borne 
And here we may learne w hen 
m1bulacions and atiictions {toe tal 
yntovs notto be heauie or difquei- 
ted there with,fith God ſpared not 
his owne mother in the ſame cale, 
For he ſufferetl: comolytribulatio: 
to fall ynto his elle&t & choſen, at 
ſpeciall cokes of his loue, & molig 
expedietfor many reſpects. W her- 


fore our Ladie full ot forrow e al 
| at0- 
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The life of Chriſt, 143 
aforeſaid for that the could not tin 
de hir Sonne,cloſed hir lelfe that 

ighte within hir chamber, & bee 
cooke hir ſelfe vnto hir prayers as 
-nco xr be{t remediein this cafe, 
ayinge: Omyheauenlie father full 
Bot all mercie and pittie,it was your 
Fblefſed will co giue vnto me your 
leereand only Sonne, but lonow 
good father I'nowe not where he 
is, but thou o my God who kno- 
welt a] thinges, telt me I beſeeche 
thee vwhere thy ſweete Sone 15, 6 
reſtore him vnto me againe.O mer 
ciful! father behould the ſorrow of 
my hart & tor thy great goodnes I 
beſeeche thee to giue me himagais 
ne for Imay noc liue with out him. 
And thou my (wete Sonneleſu 
whereart thounow, howlsitwith 
thee, & where art thou harboured 
this nigte? Lord if thou be gone vp 
Into heaue againe to thy fatherlet 
me knowe and be certified thereof 
tor well I am aſſured that thou are 
{ verie God & the Sonne of the Al- 
| mightie; but why then wouldeſt 
thou 
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144. The hfe of Chrift 

thou not tell me before thy depar. 
ture, And alſo for that I know; 
that thou art verie man, and tha 
heretofore I kept thee, fed theg, 
andfled with thee into Egipt fri 
the maliceof Herod who (ought 


 £o deſtroy thee,'t maketh me ther 


fore to feare leaſt any wicked man 
hath mett with thee, Thy Al. 
mightie father of heauen keepe 
thee and faue thee, & defend the: 
from all the malice and danger &f 
thy enimies. Dere Sonne tell me 
where thou art that I may come 


to thee, or elſe doe thou ſoone 


retorne and come ro me: Q 
my hope , my life, and all my 
comfort I beſeeche thee now to 
helpe me. 

In this maner or in ſuch like 
wordes as We may deuoutlie imas 
gin, our bleſſed Ladie made hir 
dolorousplaint and moane tor hir 
Sonneall that nighte, And on the 
morrowe earlie in the morninge 
the with bir husband Ioſephe wet 
out to ſeeke him by diuers od - 

/ 


The life of Chriff, 145 
7 i by wayes that led to Ierufalem : 
knowl and furthemore they asked and 
1d tha enquired amonge all their frends 
4 and kinſfolkes , but they could 
ipt fri} not any wherheare of him: wher- 
ſought fore h1s bleſſed mother was ſo ex- 
e ther. ceedinge ſorrie that ſhe could in 
no wile be comforted, 
1y Al. The third day after when they 
came to Ieruſalem and ſoughre 
id theeſff him in the Temple, there they 
ger of found him fittinge amonge the 
el] mf Doors, wiſely queſtioninge and 
difputinge with them , And as 
ſoone 8 {oone as our Ladie had the fightre 
of him,the wasas glad and as10ye 
[| my full, as if ſhe had beene retorned 
»w to 8 fromdeath to life : andpreſently 
kneeling downe ſhe humblie 
h like thanked almightie God with 
» 1012. Weepinge IOY. 
le hir And when the childe Ieſus 
or hic || fawe bis mother, he went vnto 
n the ©) fir. And ſhe with vnſpeakableioy 
ninge |} <mbraced him in hir armes , and 
: wet | *iſsinge him ofte times, & hould- 
| and Þ iÞge him in hir lappe, reſted hir 
by G ſelie 
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146 The life of Chrift, 
ſelfe 2 while for tendernes vncill 
ſhe had taken {pirite , & then ihe 

®c+ 3* ſpake vnto him and faied. Deere 
Senne Why haſte thou doneto vsinthis 
maner! for loe thy Father and 1 hbaue 
ſoughte thee th great greife and ſor» 


79ivealltheſethree dayes. And then ' 


he ani{wered and (aied Knowe ye! 
not that it behoucth me to beoccupied 
in thoſe thinges that appertanie tothe 
glorie of my Father? But thele wor- 
des they ynderſtood not. And the 
faied his mother; Sone wilt thou 
not goe home againe with vs? 
And he meekely an{\vered faying 
I will doe as you ſhall plealeto 
commana me. And ſo was heal!- 
wayes ſ{ubiect vato them, & wet 
home againe with them ynto tie 
citieof Nazareth , 

In this atorefaid proceſſe of 
our Lorde Ilelu, how thinke we 
thathedid, where he waz,or how 
he ltued all thoſe threedayes : ve- 
reie we may ſuppole that he wer 
vato ſome hoſpitall of poore, me 
and- there ſhamefaſtely w__ 
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The life of Chrift. - 147 
and asked lodginge, and there he 
cate, and lodged with thoſe poore 
men, as a poore childe, And ſome 
doctours fay,that he begged thoſe 
three dayes his daylie (ultenance. 
And here we areto gather and 
learne three notablechings for our 
*\yſtruction: The firſt is, he thac 
wil perſectlie louealmighcie God, 
oughtnot to dwell amonge his 
Hethly frendes and carnal acquain- 
tance, buthe muſt leaue them 8& 
goe from them. In token whereof 
the bleſſed childe Ieſus, left his 
own deere mother, whe he would 
attend to the buſines of his hea- 
uenly Father, and when he was 
fought amonge his frendes and 
kinſmen, he was not there to be 
found, 

The ſecond thinge is that he 
which leadeth a fpirituall & reli- 
gious lif, ought not to be greuedor 
diſcomforted thoughe ſometime 
he be drie in ſoule, and voide of 
deuocion, as it he were forlaken 
of God; for in this manerit betell 
G 2 ynto 


x48 The life of Chrift. 

vnto the moſt bleſſed virgin our 
Lordes moſte deere and holie 
mother : wherfore he ought not 
to be vanquiſhed nether to fall 
into diſpaire there by, but to 
beſeeche our Lorde Teſus in- 
ſtanclie by holie meditations, and 
deuour prayers, and he ſhall finde' 
him at the laſtein dueſeaſon . 

The Third is that we neuer 
follow to much our owne pro- 
per willes: as we haueexſample 
herein our Lorde Ieſu,who after 
he had ſaied that it behoued him 
to be occupted in choſe thinges 
that appertayned to his Father, 
yet after thac he reſigned him 
{elfe, and followed the will of his 
parents, retorninge from the Te- / 

le and goinge backe with them 
into Nazareth,8& in beinge after- 
wardes euer ſlubiet ynto them: 
where in is manifeſt ynto vs the 
exceedinge great meekenes of our 
Lordeand Sauiour Ieſus: wherot 
we ſhall ſpeak more in the Chap- | 
ter followinge. 
Of} 


The life of chrift, 


\S 


” he}; wm. 


XAVNEEL EL EN XLS 


AO 


N 


iy Ky WY 

ACLeTOLIV Sl 
CIUIRELEY: 
BD »- DD 
MT". 


B/ 
LB 
/ 
f 


wi 


Of the maner of liuinge of our Lord Ieſu 
and W bat be did from the to elueth 
yeare ynto the thirtith yeare 
of his age. 


The 13. Chapter. 


Rom the time that our Lorde 
Teſus was gone home with 

his parentes to Nazareth when 
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t50 The life of Chrift, 

he was twelue yeare olde as is 
aforeſaid, ynto the thirtith yeare 
of his age, we finde nothinge ex- 
preſſed in ſcripture what he did, 
or how heliuved : what it all we 
then ſuppoſe of him in all that 
longe time? ſhall we thinke that 
our Lorde ſpent all this time in 
waſte, and chat he did nothinge, 
or wrought nothinge, worthie 
to be written or ſpoken of? nay 
God forbid, And yet againe if he 
ether did, or faied any norable 
tinge, why ls ic not written In 
holy ſcriptureas his other wordes 
and deedes be written ? (urelie it 
ſeemeth maruelous and wonder- 
full, But neuertheles if we conſi- 
der diligentlie we ſhal ſee that 
euen in doinge nothinge, he did 
great and wonderfull thinges: for 
thereisno litle part of his deedes, 
or time of his life with out great 
miſterie and edification: for as he 
both ſpake and wrought with 
great exſample of yertu 1n conue- 


nient time, ſo he likeyiſe with 
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The life of Chriſt. IFyT 
drewe him ſelfe and was ſilent 
with no lefle exfample of yercu 
when time required. For he that 
was our foueraigne \maſter who 
came to teach ys and inſtruct ysin 
yertu, and to ſhew vs the way of 
everlaſtingelife, began euen from 
from his youth to doe wonderful 
deeds, & thatin fuchan vaknowe 
and wonderfull maner as netier 
before Was heard, that is to ſay 
in concealinge him (elite, and ap- 
pearinge as moſte ignorant and 
aviectin the hghte of men, as we 
{hall further anon declare; .and yet 
we will not fuilie affirme iny 
thinge Which is not proued by 
hohe [criptures or auncient Doc=- 
tours,but as deuoutly 1 imagininge 
:0 our furtheredification and (tir- 
ringe to deuocion, as is {aid inthe 
pretace and begininge of tt1s 
_— 

Firſte therfore we will devou- 
tlie thinke and imagin that our 
Lordelelus in that time often re- 
tiered and ſequeltred him ſelfe 
H 4 from 
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152 The life of Cbrif, 

from the companieof the worlde, 
and repaired ofcen times. ynto the 
Sinagoge as to the Church where 
he daily occupied him felte in 
prayer, ſitting not inthe higheſt 
and moſte worthipfull place, but 
in ſome lower and fecrerrome: & 
when he came home after his 
prayers were ended, he willingly 
in all chinges afiſted his bleſſed 
mother, and alſo his ſuppoſed Fa- 
therin his arte and occupation, 
cominge and goinge, and hauing 
entercourſe amonge other men, 
but ynknowen ynto them who 
he was, 

All the comon people which 
knewe him and dwelled nere yn- 
to him, wondred much , to ſee fo 
goodlieand faire a younge man, 
not to ſeeke to magnifie & exalte 
him ſelfe, ſeeinge as the Goſpel! 
ſaieth of him, That our Lorde leſus 
after he yas twelne yeare olde, profited 
in age,in Wiſdome , and in grace both 
before God and man, that is to fay in 
the comon opinion of all men. 
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The life of Chriff, 153 
But now when he was of mo. 
re age and drawinge towardes 
his thirty year, becaule he ſhewed 
nodeedes of commendation out- 
wardly the comon people had no 
particuler eſtimation of him. And 
here we may ſee thatin this ceſs 
ſation andconcealinge of him ſelf 
andas it were doingenothinge,he 
did a moſteſinguler acte,and wor- 
thie of great comendacio & what 
was that? verely to make him felf 
{ſo meane & abie& in the fighte of 
ma, he hauinge no neede fo to doe, 
but . we hauinge neede ſo to be 
taught, For as we ſec in all our 
deedes, thereis nothinge greater 
nor harder to tulh]l then this, and 
ſurely that man is attained to the 
higheſt degree of perfe&i0, which 
trulie and ſincerely harh ouer- 
come him lelte, and maſtered the 
proud rebellion of his minde, ſo 
that he ſeeketh nor to be in the 
reputacicn of men but rather 
to be reputed, as a mote ynwor= 
thie perlon;for this is much more 
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154 The life of Chriſt. 

comendable then for a man to be 
counted a mightie conquerour, 
and to haue vanquiſhed many 
Cities and kingdomes,as the wiſe 
man Salamon wirtneleth: wher- 
fore yntill we come vnto this de- 
gree of perfection, we ſhould eſt- 
eeme our lelues as ynperfect, and 
all that wedoeas of litle account. 
For ſeeinge, that when we haue 
done all that we can, yetare we 
to be accounted but as vnworthy 
ſeruants, as our lorde him {elfe 
hath ſaied, therfore vnto the time 


that wecome ynto this degree of 


abiection and contempte of our 
ſelues, we walke not in veritie 
but in vanitieas the Apoſtle telti- 
fieth , ſayinge: Who ſo reckneth 
oughte of /imſelſe in his oWwne fich1te 
he ts as nothinge and doth beguile and 
deceiae him [elfe. 
Wherfore our Lorde Teſus hi- 
bled him ſelfe , & made him ſelte 
as moſte contemptible: lininge in 


* this maner , not for his owne 


neede, but for to teache ys the 
way 


Oo be 


our, 
nany 
wiſe 
her- 
5 de- 
| eſt- 
and 
une. 
haue 
ewe 
rthy 
{elfe 
time 
>e of 
” our 
Title 
eltt- 
 neth 
pchte 
£ and 


bhy- 
ſelte 
1610 
© , 
vne 
the 


The life of Chrift, 155 
way of perfection : the vi hichif 
we learne not of him ve ſhall 
not be excuſed. For it is an abho- 
minable thinge to ſee him that is 
buta worme and wormes meate, 
f-r tolifte yp him ſeife by pride & 
preiuption, when the highe Lord 
of Maiettie ſo meeklie lined in 
abection , and humbled him 
ſelfe to nothinge. For behould he 
humbled him teifein all maner of 
meekenes in the fight of the. 
worlde fulfilinge firſte indeed, 
that which he taught afterwarde 
in wordes,{ayinge vnto his diſci- 
ples: learne of me for 1 am meeke and Math 
humble in harte. And by how much **+ 
he humbled him fſelfe before his 
preachinge and manifeſtinge of 
him ſelfe, by ſo muchit torned to 
the aduancement of him ſelfe and 
hisdoctrine when he began atter= 
wardes to ſpeake of fo highe 8& 
excellent miſteries, and to worke 
{uch wonderfull and admirable 
thinges before the, And yet choſe 
wicked and curſed ſewes ett 
G 6 NO» 


156 The life of Chriff. 
nothinge the more by him, but. 
deſpiſed him and ſcorned him 
ar.s. ſayinge: quis eſt iſte? Nonne bic eſl fa- 
atte ber filius Marie, frater 1acobi C 10- 
= ſeph & Iude > Stmonis? VY ho is this? 
s not this the Carpenter the Sonng 
of Marie , the brother of Tames and 
Toſephe and of lude and Simon? and 
are not his fiſters here With ys! 
And alfo affirmed that he caſt 
out diuelles thoroughe the 
power of the diuell with ma- 
ny ſuch other | defpites and 
inturies , all which he ſuffered 
moſte paciently and meckely, 
 makinge thereof a ſworde of 
meekenes where with to ki!l 
the proude adueriary the 

diuell. 

Andifwe will farther ſee how 
migktelie he girded him ſelfs 
with this ſworde of meekenes & 
humilitie,. (as the Prophet ſaied) 
ler vs. ake dilligent heede to his 
deedes,and we hall fee them all- 
wayes thine in this yertu,cuen tro 
his birch and incarnation to his 

2 death 
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death and paſsion ., And why 


ſuppoſe we that he practiſed ſo 
much this yercu of meekenes : 
ſurelie for that he knew righe 
well, thac as the begininge of 
all finne is pride, ſo the toun- 
dacion of all yertae and falua- 
tion is meeknes , With. out the 
which foundation the buildinge 
of all other vertues is in yaine. 
And therefore if we hape well 
of virginitie , of pouertie, or of 
any other vertu With out meek- 
nes, we be decetued, 

And for as much as our Lorde 
him ſelfe hath taught vs and 
ſhewed ys , in what maier this 
yeccu of mzekenes ſhould be ob- 
tained, to wit by the difpiſinge 
of our {clues in our owne ſight, 
and by the conrtinuall doinge 
and exercitinge of lowelie offi. 
c2s, therefore ic behoyeth vs to 
practiſe the meanes, ir we will 

zrfetly attaine to the end of 
this highe and noble vercu.. 
Saint Bernard wricing hereofcoa 
CCt- 
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158 Thelife of Chriſt, 
cercaine Canno, faieth: Almightie 
God giue ys has grac to get this 
vertu perfealy, tor ſarely I my 
{elfe(faiech he)am full far of trom 
it, And thus much of this vertu, 
But now to retorne againe to_' 
our principail matter and co ſpea- 


ke of che lite of our Lorde lelu, 


let vs behould and conhider the 
maner of liuinge of that bleile 
companie in pouertie and fimple- 
nes together , The old ma Iofephe 
how he worketh as he was able 
inhis crafre of Carpentrie : and 
our Ladie the with hir diſtafle & 
hir nedle, and drefcinge of cheir 
meate and ſuch other worke 3s 
belongeth to howſholde; and our 
Lord leſus he helpeth chem both 
at their nedes, as 1n layinge of the 
boorde, makinge of the beddes & 
ſuch other buſtnes, full:]ling that 
which was ſpoken of him in the 
goſpell ſayinge: The ſonne of man 
came not to be ſerued, but to ſerue.- 
Ailo we may thinke how they 


ONC 


The life of Chriſt, 159 
one litle boorde,nort precious and 
delicate meates but ſimple and 
courſe, ſuch as was only needfull 
for the ſuttenance ofnarure, And 
afcer their meates how they co- 
mune and talke together , not in 
vanieand difſolute conmunicatio 
but in wordes of dzuocion,ot pie - 
tie,and full of the holie Gholte: ſo 
thatas they were fed in their bo- 
dies,they were much bet:er refre- 
ſhed and fedd in their foules, And 
then after theſe and ſuch like 


recreations , they wenteuery one * 


to prayer a part by them (eluesIn» 
to the'r cloſettes: for we may 
imagin they had no great,buta 
licle houſe, inthe which they had 
made three ſeucringes or litle 
partitions, as It were three cham- 
bers, wher in ſpecially ro pray and 
to relt. And we may deuoutly 
imaginhow our Lorde Ieſu euery 
nighte after his prayer meekly 
goeth, to his bed thewinge him 
(elſe borhin that &allother thin- 
£25t9 58 VErle Man, and concea- 


linge 


1160 The life of Chrift. 
linge thereby his God head from 
the diu-1l, 
O Lorde Iefu Chriſte well 
mayelt thou be called highe God, 
chat wouldeſt in all that Jonge 
time chus trauaile and put to to 
great penance that molte inno- 
cent body for our ſakes, where as 
the trauaiie of one nighce had 
beene fufficient to haue redee- 
med a[] che worlde: but thy greate 
loue towardes man,made tnee to 
doe great deedes of pennance for 
him. Thus thou who arte kinge 
of kinges, and Lorde of Lordes, 
who helpelt and releuelt all men 
in their necelsicies, & gevelt thy 
bleſsinges pletioullieto all others 
as euery eſtate and condicion 
doth require, dideſt choſe and re- 
ſerue to thy owne perſon fo great 
auſteritie and pennance, in wat- 
Ching, in abſtaininge, in trauail- 
inge,and in labours continued fo 
longea time, and all for our loue. 
Lord God what may we lay 


now to them that loue fo _ 
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: vs both by worde and example 
| meekenes, pouertie, pennice and 
chaſtiſing of the bodie, And ynles 


* fleathe, and which make ſo much 
* adoce inthe curioſitie of their diet, 
| yariccie of their ornaments, and 


The life of Chriſt, I6r 
the concentment and eaſe ofthe 


ſuch other vanities? Turely we 
that ſeeke and defier ſuch thinges 
learne not this in the ſchoole of 
our maſter Chriſt:for he taughte 


we be wiſer then he, if we will 
not erre,let vs followe that ſoue- 
raigne maſter , that will nether 
deceiue, normay not be deciued, - 1h LH0EÞR 
Wherfore after the do&rine of OE. 
the Apoſtle havinge meateandcloa- S-Paul- | nv 
thing letvs houlde our ſeluesthere with HS ti 
contented. And let ysfollowe to 
our poweres the bleſſed life of 
our Lord [eſu: and that paſsinge 
ouer this wretched lifein penan= 
ce we may attaine to thelite eucr- 
laſtinge, where is perpetuall ioy 
and mirthe with outall maner of 
paine, Amen, 
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Of the Baptiſme of our Lorde and 
Saniour leſu, 
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Feer that Twentie nine yea- 
*xes were compleate and ex- 


pired in the which our Lorde 
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Jeſus had allwayes lived in pen«- 
nance, abiection, and after a ſes 
cret X concealed maner as is 4 fos 


relaied. In the beginninge of his 


Thirtie yeare he ſpake ynto his 


| blefled mother and lajied; Deere 


mother the time1s now come that 
I muſte glorifie my heauenly Fa« 
ther, and to Make him knowen, 
whois ofall other the higheſt, & 
alſo to ſhew my ſzlfe openly to 
the worlde, and to acccmpliſhe 
the worke of the faluation of 
mankinde, forthe which my Fa 
therhath ordeyned and ſent me: 
where fore good mother be of 
good comfort, for I will ſhortly 
retourne againe vnto you.. And 
there with that ſoueraigne maſter 
of meekenes kneelinge downe to 
his mother humbly asked hir 
bleſsinge. And ſhe a'!ſo kneelinge 
down tohimembraced him in hir 
armes , and with weepinge teares 
laied chus: My blefled Sonne 
as thy holie pleaſure is, fo be ic 
done, and thy, heauenly Fathers 

bleſ- 
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164, The life of Chnift. 
bleſinge, & myne be with thee, 
and euer thinke on me and 
be mindfull ſooneto come againe 
ynto me: & ſo he meeklie tooke 
his leaue of his bleſſed mother, 
andallſo of loſephe his ſuppoſed 
Father. 

Then tooke he his way from 
Nazareth towardes Teruſalem, 
and ſo onwardes vntill he came 
tothe riuer of Iordan, where at 
that time Saint Iohn baptiſed the 
people, the which place is from 
Ieruſalem the ſpace of eighteene 
mile, And fo that Lorde of all the 
worldegoeth all chat longe way 
barefoote & alone with out com- 


\ pany: foras yet he had not any 


diſciples. O Lorde Ieſu yee that 
be kinge of all kinges and Lorde 
ouer all dominions, whether goe 
yee in this maner all alone? Good 
Lorde where be all your Dukes, 
Earles, Knightes , and Barrons: 
your Coaches, Horſes, and ma- 
ny attendants that ſhou]d be 
aboutyou,to guarde you & keepe 
you 


The life of Chriſt, 165 
you from the como people,as the 
maner and cuſtome of Kinges 
and Nobles is? where are your 
Haruengers and Purueyors that 
ſhoulde goe before you with 
all other great pompes and 
worldly honors which we wret- 
ched wormes doe ordinarilie 
vſe ? Be nor yee 'that highe 
Lorde of whoſe mercy & good- 
nes both heauen and earth is 
wholy repleniſhed?!How is it then 
that yee trauaile thus fimplie 
all alone bare foote and bare 
legge on the bare ground? ve- 
rely the caule is for that yee be 
not as yet in your proper king- 
dome, the which is nor the king- 
dome of this worlde, for here 
you haue debaſed your ſelfe ta- 
kinge ypon you the ſhape of 
a ſeruant and not of a Soue- 
raigne, you haue made your lelfe 
a pilgrime and ſtranger as one of 
Vs, and all our forefathers haue 
beene : you haue madeyour ſelfe 
a ſcruant to make ys kinges+: 
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166 The life of Chriſt. 


and that we may fafelie come to 


your heauenly kingdome, yeeyour 
felfe are come downe into the 
world, to ſhew and direct vs tae 
pertectly way. But good Lorde 
why is it that we leaue and for. 
fake tnis way?why follow wenot 
atter you in the ſteppes ot meeknes 
andlowlines? why loue we and 
ſeeke we fo much after deceittul 
honors, pompes, and vanities of 
this worlde'certainlie for that our 
realme and kingdome 1s of this 
woride, torgettinge our fſeſues 
that we be here bur pilgrimes and 
ſtrangers,and therfore we fallein- 
to theſe errors and folites,and we 
the ſonnes of men ſeeke alroge- 
ther after vanities, makinge com- 
mutation of telicitie, for falſitie: of 
heauenly toy forearchly delightes, 
and of eternall treaſure for tem- 


poral trathe. Truly good Lorde if 


our deſiers and cares were for tie 
oertinge of your --45. ora and 


our comfort conſiſted in heauenly 


thinges and periectly knew out 
- felues 
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The life of Chriſt, 167 
ſelues to be bur itrangers and 
pilgrimes here , then ſhould we 
foone contemne thele thinges 
which now 1o much we couetr, 
and gladlie forlake them to fol- 
lowe you, taking only that which 
were ſufficient, & auoidinge that 
which were ſuperfluous, and after 
your example with out let or im- 
peciment, to leaue and delpiſe all 
worldly yanities. 


Thus when our Lorde Teſs 


came to the water of Iordane, 
there he found that holte precur - 
{or baptiſinge and preachinge, 6z 
mca people repaired thirher to 
heare him, tor chey reputed & held 
himfor Chriſt. And behould how 
our Lorde Ileſus amonge other 
people went ynto !ohn & prayed 
him to baptiſe him. Buc he be- 
hboutdinge him, and knowinge 
bim 1n ſpirit wasafraid,'& with 
orea reverence ſaied: Lorde I should 
be b4ptiſedof thee and comeſl thou vnto 
me And leſus anſwered: /+ffer it ſo 
no, for thus ut beboueth ys to fulfill 
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x68 The life of Chriſt. 
all righteouſnes. As if he had ſaed; 
Speake not hereof now and be- 
wraye me not, nor make me 
knowen at this preſent, for my 
time 1s not yet come; but doeas 
I commande thee and permitte 
me to be baptiſed, for by this 
meanes righteouſnes 8 meeknes 
muſt bemade manifeſt. 
For as the holie dotours fay, 
meeknes hath three principal de- 
rees. The firſte is for a man co be 
{ubiectto his ſuperiour, and not 
coexalte him ſelf aboue him y#ho 
ether by place or callinge, hath au- 
thoritie to commande him , The 
ſecond is, for a man tobe ſubieR 
and obedient ynto his equall, not 
preferringe him ſelfe therfore but 
neuertheles obeying him. And the 
chirde and molte ſoueraigne of all 
che reſt is, waen we ſubiect our 
ſelues ro them which are farour 
inferiours, and of much lefle and 
lower degree then our ſelues, 
And chis degree of meeknes per- 


formed our Lorde Ieſus at tiis 
prelent, 


elues, 
 per- 
Tl 911 
eſent, 


The life of Chril, 16 
preſent, as of he ed —_ 
{ubmitted him fſelfe to his ſer- 
vant ſaint lohn, and here in he 
fulfilled that righteouſnes, and 
all the perfeAtion of meeknes and 
humilicie, 

Andthen when Iohn ſaw our 
Lordes will was to haueit fo, he 
did as he commanded him, and 
ſo baptiſed him in maner as fol. 
loweth. Now behould how that 
lyghe Lorde of Maieſtie puctech 
of his cloathes and ftrippeth him 
ſelfe nakedly as —_— of the 
people : and after how he is 
plounged in the colde water, in 
that colde time, namelie in the 
winter:ordaininge that wholeſs, 
our heath and faluation , and 
waſhinge away there with (none 
of his owne {(:nnes, for he had 
none) all our ſinnes and filthines: 
and in a'ſpirituall maner eſpou- 
finge himfelf yneo his Church, 8& 
by this ſigne ofailured fidelicie, 
engageinge him felte ynto vs, for 
nthe faith of our Baptiſme we 

H be 


170 The life of Chrift. 
be wedded and affured vnto our 
Lord and SauiourTeſus. 

And in further witnes of this 
excellent worke and ſpiricual eſ- 
pouſage: behould,all the bleſſed 

" Trinitie were perſonally preſent 
to confirme this holie concracte, 
and the holy Ghoſtecame downe 
in the likenes ofa doue & reſted 
vppon our blefſed Sauiour, and 
the voiceofthe Father (pake from 

Mat 3, heauen fayinge : This is ?my elbe- 
lonedSonne in Whom | am yell pled- 
ſed, heare yee him. 
|  Vpon which wordes of the 
goſpell ſaint Bernard taketh oc- 
caſion to ſpeake of the ſilence and 
reat humilicie of our Sautour, ' 
layinge: Lo Lordeleſfu now is 1t 
highe time tha: thou ſpeake vnto 
vs,why wilttaou beany loger in 
ſilence, {eing thy heauenly Father 
hath geaen the leaue to ſpeake,& 
commanded ys to harken ynto 
thee? How longe wilt thou that 
artche power and wiſdome of 
Ged,concealethy ny 
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The life of on 17! 
ſo weake and ſo ſimple in ynder- 
ſtandinge? how longe wilt thou 
thar art the Sonne of the higheſt 
and kinge of heauen, ſuffer thy 
ſelfe to | {uppoled and called 
the ſonne of a Carpenter? O thou 
mirour of perfe& meeknes, how 
much doeit thou confound my 
pride and my vanitieffor I, which 
ro ſpeakethe truth,can do righte 
nothinge,yet in the hawrtines of 
my opinion I thinke I can doe 
much: when I ſhould be ſilent & 
houlde my tounge, yet mutte [ 
put forth my ſelte and ſhew my 
wiſdome, althoughe it redounde 
to my euident ſhame: when I 
ſhould harken to others, I take 
ypon me to reache : and when 
ſhould be obedient, I become a 
commander & haue not followed 
they humble example , who ſo 
longe time ſuppreſſed thy words 
in {tilence , and concealedit thy 
ſelfe from the knowledg of men; 
which coulde not be in thee for 
feare of yaine glorie, Who wert 
H 2 "the 


172 The life of Chriſt, 
eae glorie of thy eucrlaſtinge Fa- 
ther ; but neuertheles thou fea- 
redſ{tthis much,yet not in reſpet 
of thy ſelfe but of vs, whom thou 
knewelt well to haue great neede 
both to feare and to fllie from this 
vice of yainglorie, Lo (ſaith faint 
Bernard) here you (ee that when 
hee ſpake not with his mouth, he 
taught vs with his deedes, & again 
when he taught vs by wordes, he 
expreſſed theiam byhis own exi- 
ples,as him ſelf fayeth:Learneoſme 
for I am bumble& meekeof bart. Lol 
ſay, frothe infancie of our Lorde, 
yncill his age of thirtie yeares, he 
hath onely laboured co learne ys 
this lefſon of filece and meekenes. 
Thus ſaith ſaint Bernard, to 
ſhew ynto vs that our Lorde le- 
ſus meekly held his peace, and 
concealed him ſe]te for fo longe a 
time, only for our example to 
flie preſumption, and to keeps 
perfect meekenes, The which 
vertue was eſpecially apparant 
in this his Baptiſme , by his 
| M&eKk+ 
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The life of Chriſt, 173 
meeknes and lowlines ſhewed 
to his ſeruant, makinge him ſo 
worthie and grear,and exaltinge 


him toan officeof ſuch dignirie, 


and him ſelfe to ſupply the place 
ofa moſte able perſon, euen of 
a yerie ſinner. And ſurely in this 
point the meeknes of our Lorde 
1s moſte wonderfull, and much 
to be admired, namely hauing 
ynto this time concealed him 
ſelfe, and lived amonge the peo- 
ple in contempt and abiection, 
and purpoſinge now to preach & 
and to manifeſt him ſelfe as the 
Sonne of God ynto them, that 
nevertheles he would come to 
doe pennance and tq be baptiſed 
amonge them, and that openly in 
the ſights of ſo many ſinful per- 
ſons, For accordinge to common 
reaſon he might haue douted , leſt 
therby afterwards whe heſhould- 
haue preached vntothem , they 
might hould him in the lefle re- 
putacion,and therather haue deſ- 
piſed both himand hisdro@rine, 
H 3 Buc 
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174 The life of Chriff. 
But the maſter ofmeeknes let. 
ted not for this to humble him 
felfe in all maner of lowlines for 
our inſtruction, ſhewinge by this 
example that he hadde already 
attayned to the perfect deſpiſinge 
and contempte ot him ſelfe : But 
we mm contrary maner ſhew, by 
that we daylie hunt after honors, 
that we be then happieſt and belt 
pleaſed whe we can heare of our 
owne praylſes, For it we haue any 
vertue which deſerueth com. 
mendacion,that would we glad- 
lie have diuulged and knowen, 
but as for our defectes and our 
vices we couerthem & carefully 
ſeeke ro conceale them: yea al- 
thoughe we knowe our ſeluef 
aſſuredlie to be moſte ynworthie 
and finfull,yet would wee not be 
reputed ſo of others, but would 
hauechem to hould vs for very 
holie: whichis far from the per- 
fect meeknes ofour Lorde leſu, 
as both here, and in all his deedes 
hath beene ſhewed ynro vs. 


Wher- 


The life of Chriff, 175 

Wherforelet ys yſe our indea- 
vours to attaine this yertu that is 
ſo ncedfull and neceflarie : noc 
fearingeor doubtinge heerby that 
we {hal be any fot the more vna- 
ble co profit or further others; for 
as inthis timeofour Lordes bap- 
tiſme , ſhewinge to his ſeruanc 
this ſoueraigne meekenes and fo 
much abafing bim ſelfe, che Fa- 
ther from heauen did witnes,and 
the holie Ghoſte gaueteſtimonie, 
that he was the Sonne of God; (o 
thoughe we make our ſejues moſt 
abiect and humble our felues ne- 
ver ſo much in our owne eies,and 
in other mens alſo, yet God will 
make ys knowen in time conue- 
nient as (hal be moſte for our 
merit,for others profit, & for his 
owne glorie, the which let vs' 
euer ſeeke and defier. Amen. 
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Of the Faſlinge of our Lorde Teſus and 
bis Temptation i the deſerte, 


The 14 Chapter. 


V Hen our Lorde Teſus 
Was baptiſed as Is afo- 

reſaid, preſently he departed and 
wentinto the delerte: And there, 
ypon 


The life of Chriff, 177 
ypon an highe hille which was 
from the place of his baptiſme 
ſome foure myle, and is called 
Quarenta, he falted fortie dayes & Mat.4. 
fortie nightes, not earinge any 
kinde of fuſtenance, as the Euan- 
velilt faint Marke teſtifeth, who 
farther ſayeth that his dwellinge 
was there amongſt the brute 
beaſtes, Now take wee here dil- 
ligent heede to our LordeTeſus 
and co his bleſſed deedes, for here 
he giueth ys example and 
teacech ys, many great vertues 6C 
notable graces, namely in that he 
is ſolitarie, faſteth and prayeth, 
waketh , lieth and fleepeth vpon 
theearthe, and meekly is con- 
uerſant amogſt ſuch ſauagecrea- 
tures, And here weareto conſider 
four pointes which ſpecially ap= 
pertaine toall ſpiritua'perſons,to 
wit: ſolitarines; faſtinge, prayer, 
and bodily pennance, asthe mea- 
res Wherby they may obtaine 
that cleanes of ſoule and harte 
which they oughc ſo principally 

Hs £0 


—_ 


—— > en oe eyes Anti, et _ 


- 
- . . \, - bs. 
_ : : _ > wy = 
— - = 44 "6 - ew EE "_ -- . ry 
- % > — . =p I" 3s J.- >4 4. — 
— - ” _ "_- . 
hi n R —_ ns x 
_ Tr nee wurr Ser ww YV TRIO 
_ OY EEE et Lond ere en Eng — —— _ . ». «2 y . + 
; 5 2” 2M CET 
4 —_ wr - ” . © - 4 , ” 9 
' ; - — > f : , 
» I —_ | VS; 
4 RE. ont — — » _-_ 
= - =_= 


WY 
. 
_ 
- —_ 


3 Ex 2." Ige® 
ES ee FERSETSEA., 
: — —_ 2D 


WE EE ENT OCD 


Hut Por nt 
ws - 447 


Co 
= C 
22. 


n . NT ane s an bu - 

— 2. WM root Ss Eu og 4, TOI << ooS - 8.3 
= "= X Sol ute ator >, 5 EXES —— A z 

"2 , ws * : 


. = — — - 
+4 - = %. . 
—-% ant $24 
O_— Ls 


? - 
« _—_—_ LS. 
——— 
- JP * 
4—_ 


xd 


- = on W* 
clan _ __ % - _ _ - 4 ae + 
ods RS RL 2 


"7% 


wm I 2a 


x78 The life of Chriff. 

to {eeke and defier, in as much az 
itis ſo nece{larie, and comprehe- 
dech in it ſeite all other vertues, 
and driveth away and expelleth 
all ſortes of vices: for in ſuch per- 
ſons asareinfeRted with vices,or 
els are drie and barren throughe 
default of yertues, cleanes of hart 
cannot continue; & no wonder, 
for by enterteyninge ſinne and 
banniſhing vertue,they debarre 
them ſelues of thac grace wherby 
a man may deſerue to {ee God, as 
Chriſt kim ſeife witneſſech in che 
goſpell ſayinge: Bleſſed be thecleant 
tn hart for they sbal{ (ce Cod, Andas 


ſaint Bernard faieth : the cleaner 


that a man is, the nererhe is to 
God, and the more clearly 1s able 
to ſee and diſcerne him. 
Whertore for the obtayninge 
of this vertu,dcuout prayer is one 
principall helpe; and for as much 
as prayer with out abſtinecepro- 
fiteth little, therfore it 1s fir that 
there be ioyned there with , fa/- 
tinge,and bodily pennance : but 
alwaies 
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The life of Chrift. 179 
alwaies wich diſcretion and wiſ- 
dome: for bodily pennance with 
out diſcretion letteth and hin- 
dreth many good workes : and 
for the better accomplithinge of 
the three former , the fourth is 
alto much auaileable,which is {o- 
litarines : for where is diſtra- 
ion of minde deuout prayer 
can neuer be wel performed. And 
hee which ſeeth and heareth ma- 
ny thinges ſhall hardly eſcape vn= 
cleanes of hart, and cannot re- 
maine free ſrom the tumult and 
noiſe of many vnqueit cogita- 
tions, for often times death ente- 
reth into our ſoule by the win= 
dowesof our bodily fences. wher- 
fore thou that wilt be linckead & 
knitin {oule co our Lorde leſus, 
and defjerelt in cleanes of hart to 
ſee God; after the example of our 
L orde and Sauiour,retire thy ſelf 
in ſolitude, as much as may con- 
ueniently ſtand with thy eſtate: 
flye the company of men : ſeeke 
not curiouſly to heare ofnouelries 

| H 6 nor 


180 The life of Chrift. 

nor to gather or encreaſe thy fa. 
miliars and acquaintance, nether 
fill chy eares with hearing, nor 
thy eies with behouldinge of 
worldly vanities, For it was not 
with out great cauſe, that holie 
fathers heretofore ſoughte out 
defercs and other {ſolitary piaces 
far from the company and con- 
uerſacion of men: wherevpon 
they alſo taughte,thata contem- 
platiue man oughte to be blinde, 
deafe, and dumbe, and all that 
which may diſturbe: the reſt and 
peace of the hart, thouart to a- 
uoideas the poiſun and yenom of 
the ſoule. 

Tiiis ſolitarines as ſaint Ber- 
nard faieth, is morein the vertue 
of the foule then of che body, 
that iscolay, that a man in his 
Intention,and by ſpiritual deuo» 
tion, be departed from the wor'd 
and worldiie company, and be 
ſpecially ioyned vnro God. And 
theretore ſajeth the fame ſaint; 
that tzou that art amonge the 
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The bfe of Chriſt, 38r 
daylie company of men by thy bo- 
dil:epreſence, yet matelt chou be 
ſolicarie and (equeitred in thy 
ſouleifthou wilt, as not by ſet= 
tinge thy fancie vpon chele fa- 
dinge pleaſures, by delpiſinge 
thete worldly vanities , by 
flyinge of all ſtrifes , debates, 
and contentions, by remittinge 
of wronges and iniuries, and 
in not feeling with torrow thy 
owne harmes, for e/cea[thoughe 
thou be alone and retiered in 
body, yet art thou not alone 


and perfectly retired in thy 


ſoule. And tinally in what maner 
of company foeuer chou art con- 
uerſant , beware and ſpecially 
uoide theſe thinges if thou wilt 
b truly folicarie , thac 1s, that 
thou be not a curious and buſts 
ſearc1er of other meas conuer- 
factions, or elce a preſumptuous 
and temerary dzemer of orher 
mens doinges. 
This is ſaint Bernardes ſentece 
oc lolitarines, by the which we 
SiS -— op 


182 The life of Chriſt. 

may ynderſtand that bodylie in- 
clufion : ſufficeth not with out 
the encloſure of the foule: but for 
co obtaine this {pirituall ſequeſt- 
ration, the bodily ſeperatis heal- 
pech much, by putting away all 
outward occafics that may with- 
drawe the ſoule from hir inward 
vnitinge and conioyninge With 
hir (pouſe Chriſt Ieſus. W herfore 
that we may be ſo ynited and knit 
to him by grace, let ys indeuour 
with all our mighte to followe 
his vertues,thatis to (ay, in ſolt- 
tarines, in deuouc prayer, in fal- 
tinge, andin diſcreet pennance. 
And finally in that he was couer- 
ſant in the deſert amonge the 
beaſtes, we hane exampleto liue 
ſimply, and to carie our ſeluzs 
lowly in what company foeuer 
we be:and to bearepaciently : & 
to haue ſufferance with rhe,rthat 
ſometimes ſeeme vnto vs (ome 
whar diſordered and bealtlic in 
their lives, 
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The bfe of Chriſt, 183 


ein. themanner of life of our Lorde 
Out Ieſus Chriſt in the deſert, liuinge 
t for in {o great pennance thoſe tortie 
velt- dayes,euery chriſtian ſoule ought 
1eal. to vilic him there often times, by 
y all deuout prayer & harty compalſs1- 
1th» on, elpecially in the holy timeof 
vard Lent, when fortie dayes toge- 
vich therhe lived in ſb great ſolitari- 
fore nes as 1s a forefaied, 
knit Now as the goſpell ſaieth whe 
our th-ſe fortie dayes of his Faſtinge 
ve werecompleate and ended, our 
oli- Lorde Jeſus began to be an hun- 
fal. gred, And thenthat falſe cempter 
ce. the deuill chat was bulle co know 
1er- ithe were God, came vato him 
the and tempted him of glutconie, 
live ſayinge: If thou be the Soune of God Mat. 4. | 
u25 commande that that theſe ſtones may be 
uer male bread . But he coulde not 
\& withal his treachery deceiue aim 
hat |} that was che maſter of truth: for 
me he an{wered him fo wiſely, that 
in KW nether he was ouercome by his 
temptation, nor the aduerſary 
ide could knoye What ie defiered, 


the | For 


154 The life of Chrift, 

/ For he nether denied no affirmed 
that he was the Sonne of God, 
but convinced him by an autho. 
ritie and ſentence of holie ſcrip- 
cure, ſayinge : Thou sbalt Worsbip 
tby Lorde thy God and him onely shalt 
thoa ſerue. 

And here we haue example by 

/ our Lotde leſu to withſtand the 

/ viceof Gluttony , for there mult 
we begin if we will ouercome & 
haue the victorie of other vices, 
for of ſuch as betake them felues 
to religious life, the enimy co- 
monly begineth to afſault them 
with chis temptation : wherfore 
as it may ſeeme he that is ouer- 
come wich this finne, 1s faint and 
ynable to ouercome any other, 
And therfor many holiedoctours 
haueſaied, that a man trauaileth 
in vaineagainſt other inirmities, 
that firſt hath not yainquithed 
the vice of gluttony. 

Then che ciuell tooke onr 
Lorde and bare him into Jeruſa- 
lem, which was abapt the wo 
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The life of Chrift, 18; 
irmed IN ofcighte myle after the comon 
' God, fl opinion , and there he ſecc him 
ypon the pinackle of the Temple, 


utho. 

ſcrip. W where he tempted him of Pride, 
-orship Ml fayinge: Tf thou be the ſonne of God, 14,4, , 
y bal caſte thy ſelfe done headlonge , but | 


| E our Sautour overcame him by 
ple by authoritie of holie ſcripture, ſo 
d the 8 that heloſt his purpoſe, in remp- 
muſt Þ tinge, himin Pride,and was neuer 
me& Þ the wiſerinthe knowledgeof his 


vices, Y God head. 
And here we haue a worthie 


felues 

y co- | example of patience confideringe 
chem I the great benignitie of our Lo 
rfore MW Ic'u Chriſt, who ſuffered him (elfe 
zuer-. MW to be handled and borne of the 
tand MY ferpent the dinell , who hazed 
ther, Þ him ſo much,and was alſo fo 
tours  mortall an enimie to all thoſe 


ijech @ Whom he loued moſte, 
ities, WM After this,as faint Bernard Gieth, 
hed ÞY he diuell ſeeinge that he could 
perceiue nothinge of his dietie, 6 
- our I fuppoſinge there by chat he was 
ruſe | Por God but mai, began this third 
ſpace |} ©1116 to proue & tepte him as ma. 
of | Wher- 


186 The life of Chriſt. 
wherfore he tooke him and bare 
him yntoan other ful highe hille, 
within two myles of the hilleof 
Quarantana, and there he temp. 
ted him of Couetouſnes and 
Idolatry together, ſhewinge him 
all che kingdomes of, the world: 
and the glorie of them, layinge: 
Mat. 4+ Al] theſe Will I gine thee if thou Wilt 
fall dopne and Worship me . But 
"as in the former, ſo was he here 
openly reproued, and fully ouer- 
comeand vanquiſhed. 
Wherfore if wee here take 
good heede anddiligerly confider | 
how our Lord him {elf was tep- 
ted of the diuell, we ſhould not 
much wonder thoughe we {illic 
wretches be often tempted by 
him: for not only was he temp- 
ted theſe three ſeuerall times, and 
in theſe three ſeuerall temptarios, 
but as faint Bernard faieth, be 
was tempted in all maner of 
temptations that belongeth to the 
infirmitie of our nature : but al- 
wales ouercam them, & euer was 
| with- 
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The life of Chriſt, 18y 
without any thoughte of finne, 
At the laſte when the enimie 
was fully ouercome & fled away, 
the Angelles in great multitudes 
came and miniitred vnto him, * 
wherfore take we here good 
heede, and behould we inward- 
lie, how our Lorde Ielu fittech 
and eateth alone, and the Angel. 
les about him: and thinke we de- 
voutlie by imaginacion in our 
ſoules of theſe chinges that fol- 
lowe, for they are yery worthie 
and notable and muche ſtirring 
to deuocion. | 
Firſt we may imagin & thinke 
what maner of meate it Was that 


the Angelles ſerued him with all 


after his long faſtinge, wherof the 
ſcripture maketh no mecio: wher- 
for we wil here ſuppoſe of him by 
deuoute imaginatio,8& that accor- 
dinge to his humanitie ; for ifwe 
ſhould ſpeake of his divinity, there 
15no queſtis but he could haue pre 
{ently created whatſoeuer he had 
pleaſed, or haue had of thinges 

already 


138 The life of Chriff. 
already created whatſoeuer he 
would haue commanded. But 
wee finde not that hee vſed his 
mighte, or practiſed kis power 
for him ſelfe or tor his diſciplesin 
their bodily neceſsities , but for 
the good and conſolation of the 
comon people. whereof in the 
goſpell we hauecuident example: 
howto declare his power & God- 
head to the people, he twice mi- 
raculouſly fed great multitudes 
with a few loaues and certaine 
lictle fiſhes: but of his diſciples it 
is written, that they plucked the 
eares of corne and eate them for 
hunger . Alſo at an other time 
when he was wearie , and 
fate him downe inthe way fide 
by the well ſpeakinge with the 
woman of Samaria, we reade 
not that he made or created 
meate for him ſelfe to eate, but 
ſent his diſciples into the. citie 
to beg their foode , and him 
ſelfe craued water of this woma. 
Wherfore it is not likely —_—_ 
$121 
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The life of Chriſt, 189 
this cime after his longe faſtinge 
and bodily hunger hee puruey- 
ed his meate by miracle,and allo 
there were no people preſent to 
recciue edification by any mira- 
cle, which he alwaies obſerued 
25 we before haue noted , bur 
onely Angelles were there pre- 
ſent who needed not any ſuch 
kind of confirmation. 

And ſeeinge further chat in 
that mountaine there were no 
men inhabitinge, nor meate rea- 
diedreſſed, wee ſhall neuertheles 
deuoutly imagin, that the An» 
gelles brought him corporall 
toode readie prepared from ſome 
other place ; as it befell ro the 


Prophet Daniell ; who as the Dan. 4. 


ſcripture recounteth- beings put 
into the Lions den, and Aba- 
cucie an other Prophet bea- 
ringe meate to the fielde, the An- 
oz] of God tooke him by the heare 
of the head and bare him from 


| thence into Babilon,to feede the 
| Prophet Daniel wich that meate, 
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190 The life of Chrift, 
and preſently after was carried 
back againe to his former place.In 
this maner let vs heere imagin of 
our Lorde Jefus, and of his holie 
mother , that what time ſathan 
that falſe rempter was ouercome 
& vanquifhed, the holie Angelles 
In great mulritudes came Vnto our 
Lordeleſu after his yi&orie, and 
fallinge downe to the earthe de- 
uoutly honored him and wor- 
ſhiped him as cheir only Lorde& 
almightie God, And how our 
Lorde (weetly and meekly encli- 
ned to them ayaine, acknowled- 
ginge him ſelte very man, or asit 
were rather leſſeand inferior the 
the Angelles, | 
Then ſpeake the Angelles and 
ſayed thus: Molte worthie Lorde 
you haue Jonge time faſted and it 
is nov more then time that we 
prepare you ſymewhat to eate, 
wheriore what is it your pleaſure 
that we prouide you? And then 
our Lorde leiu- ſaied: Goe yee 
ynto my dere mother, and ſuch 
maner 
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The life of Chriſt, 191 
maner of meate as ſhe hath ready, 
he ſame doe you bringe ynto me, 
orthere is no corporall meate ſo 

pleainge ynto me as that of hir 
preparinge. 

Andthen two of the Angelles 
preſentlydeparringe, were fodai- 
nely betore our bleſſed Ladie 
the virgin, and ſaluting hir with 
great reuerencein hir Sonnes be- 
halfe, they declared their meflage 
ynto hir. And fo with expedition 
ſhegaue the: of thac fimple meat 
(peraduenture afev (male fiſhes) 
which as God would the had pre- 
pared for ur ſelfe & Ioſephe,, the 
wiich the Angeiles tooke of hir, 
with a loate of bread and a towell 
and broughte ic ynto our Lorde 
lefus, And chethe Angelles ſpread 
the ctowel ypon the grounde, and 
laied the bread thereon, & mildly 
Roodeby and attended whilſt our 
Lorde Telus faied grace, and yntill 
he had geuen his bletsinge and 
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Now be thou here attentiue 
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192 The life of Chrift. 
thou which art retiered from the 
worlde and liueſt in (olicarine, 
and here confider why thou eatel 
thy meate alone, wichoae the fel. 
lowſhip and company of the 
worlde, and thou ſhalt ſee hoy 
our Lorde leſus him ſelfe fitteth 
alone and eateth his meate on 
the bare grounde, for there hath 
he nether table nor cuſhin . And 
here doe thou behould how cur- 
teouſlie and ſoberlie he taketh his 
meatenor with ſtanding his hun- 
gerand longe faſtinge , Behould 
alſo how the holic Angellies ſerve 
their Lorde, preaduentute oneof 
bread, and an other of wine, and 
other-ſome ioyfully ſinge,in ſeed 
of muſicke, ſome heauenlie ſon- 
ges; and ſo they refreſhed and c0- 
forted their Lorde with ioy, yet 
not without great compalſsion to 
ſeetheir Creator (o far abaſed. 
This blefled fellowſhip and 
company haſte thou thoughe 
thou ſee them not when thou ea- 
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The Tife 0, op 193 
in pure and perfeQ charitie, and 
hait thy bart tixed and wholy ad- 
dreſſed to God as the Apoſtle 
willech, ſayinge: Whether yee cate 
or drinke, or I bat ſoeuer yee doe , let 
all be to the praiſe and honour of our 
Lorde Teſws; for we ſhould alwayes 
laudeand thanke him in our har- 
tes, hanve we much, or haue we 
licle, be 1t good, or bet bad, and 
with as much comfort when we 
are alone, as if we viſibely ſaw 
the bleſſed Angellesin preſence 
before our eles, And alſo we 
ought to call to minde our Lord 
leſu, and to haue compaſsion 
ypon him, who beinge almightie 


God,the ſoueraigne Creator of al 


the worlde, who geueth foode & 
ſuſtenance to all creatures, fo 
meekned him ſelfe that he would 
kaue neede of bodily meate, 
and to cate and to feede in the 
maner and faſhion of an other 
earthlie man. Much oughte we t@ 
loue him and humbly to chanke 
him,& with aplad &a yojuntarie 

J wall 
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194 e life of Ciriht, 
will eo ſuffer pennance and to en- 
. durediſeaſe for him that hath ſuf. 
fered and endured ſo much for ys. 
Now when our Lorde Ieſus 
had eaten and faied grace thact is 
toſay, geuen thankes to his Fa- 
ther in his manhoode for that bo- 
dylierefection, he bid the Angels 
bear againe to his bleſſed mother 
chat which was left, tellinge hir 
that ſhortly he would retourne 
ynto hir, And when they had 
doneas he commanded, and were 
come apaine vnto him ( which 
wasin a very thort time) he ſpake 
vnto them and faied: Goe again 
ynto my holy Father and your 
felicitie , and recommend me 
vntco him and vnto all che court 
of heauen , for yet awhile it 
benoueth me to performe my. 
pilgrimage here on earth. And 
anon they all fallinge dowae to 
cheearthe and deuoutly takings 
his benedition., after he had 
blefſed chem, they went vp againe 
£2 heaucn, tellinge there thele 
tidin- 
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The life 6f Chrift, 195 
tidinges of his gracious yidorie, 
where With all the bleffed-courr 
reioyſed with much joy & than- 
keſgeuinge to Almightie God. 
And thus much may ſuffice at 
thispreſent touchinge che cemp- 


tation of our blefled Saniour . 


Now fpeake we of his retorning 


againe home to Nazareth to 


the houſe of his mother the bleſ- 
ſed virgin $. Marie. 

When our Lorde Ieſus went 
downe againe from the hille, he 
came to the river of Iordane 
where as ſaint Iohn Baptiſt was. 
whoas ſoone as he ſawe our Sa- 
uiour come towardes him , he 
ſhewed and pointed to him with 
his finger ſayinge: Behould the labe 
of God, behonld him that taketh aWay 
the ſinnes of theworld, Lo he itis 
ypon whom I fawe the holie 
Ghoſte deſcend when I baptiſed 
him. Alſoat an other time when 
faint Tohn had pointed to him as 
hedid at this preſent, ſaint Perer 
and faint Andrew with cther 

ac. 
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* xg6 The life of Chriff. 
Diſciples had their tirſite know- 
ledge of him as the goſpell men- 
cioneth, 

Aﬀterwardes our Lorde Ieſy 
departed from this countrie and 
tooke his way towarde Gallile 
yntillhe came co his mother at 
Nazarech. whom here let ys allo 
fallowe by compalſsion of his 
great trauaiteall that longe way, 
beinge the ſpace of three {core & 
fourtezne myle as is aforeſaid. 
And when that he was come 
home and his mother had the 
ftigateof him, no woder thoughe 
ſhe wece exceedinge glad & ioy- 
full, much more then any tounge 
isable coexpreſſe : wherfore io: 
dainly the role vp,imbraced him, 
and welcomed him home, and 
hartely thanked almightie God, 
chat ſaiely had brought him vnco 
hir againe. But behouldinge bis 
f:ce loleane and (o pale , ſhe had 
great coimpaſsion on him, And 
eur Lords reucrenely enclinn'ng 
to br d.d worl p hir, andalo 

Iuſephe 


- 
Iu © = = — 
& 2 "—_ ſa —— Ex Nw » 
. - % 
ix, . - & oe 4 2.4 "3 * 7 
—_— LY 52” = I ny 
dk hd 


— 4+ d 2 
RE TAR 
F 


5” 
42 


. — oT : 
TIE <8 EG CCA 4 —_— 
-_ — TU (7-2 Sx 'E, 'j [ 


| 


The life of Chrif, 197 
ſoſephe his ſuppoſed father. And 
ſo dwelled he with them as he 
did betore obedien tly and meek- 
ly, bur after an other maner of 

forte, to wit by ſhewinge 
outwardly his perfection 
more and more, as 
hereafter ſhall be 
declared. 
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Ho» our Lorde Teſus veganto tedil 
and to gather Diſciples, 


The 16. Chapter. 


Frer that our Lordeleſusws 
come home againe to Naza- 
reth from his 62 0T & temp- 


tation as is aforelaid, he began by 
licels 


The life of Chrif., 199 
by little and little to ſhew him 
ſelfe andto teach, bur pryuely & 
ſecretly, for as openly we reade 
not that he rooke ypon him the 
office of preachinge all that yeare 
followinge , thats to ſay, vnt H 
the time that he wrought the 
firſt miracle at the weddinge in 
Cana of Gallile,vv hich was the 
ſame day twelue month after 
that he was baptiſed. Andalthou- 
phe he & his diſciples met ſome- 
timestogether in prayer or other 
wile, yet it was not ſo frequent. 
nor ſo openly before lohn Baptiſt 


was taken and impriſoned, asaf- ; - 


tzrivardes, Where in he gaue vs a 
wonderfull example ofmeekenes, 
hen as touchinge the office of 
reachinge he gaue placeto faint 
John who was much lefle and' 
ith out compariſon far infe- 

tour vnto him ſelfe And fo we 
y ſee that he began not with 
boaſte and blowinge of trompet- 
tes as many doe, but with meeknes 
tle andlitle ſoftely and filently. 
I 4 Vp 
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200 The Fiſe of Chrift, © 
Vpon a Saboth day when he was 
come into the finagope, which he 
was ofte accuſtomed to doe as 
into the churche of the lewes, he 
roſe yp for to reade in maner of 
a Clarke or deacon. And when 
there was taken him the booke of 
the Prophet Iſay, he turned to 
the place where it is written; 
The ſpirit of our Lorde bath refted vpon 
me, Yherfore be hath anomted me, and 
to preache vnio tbe poore he bath ſent 
me&c. And when he had cloſed 
the booke and taken it back a- 
gaine, he fate him downe and 

egan to ſpeake as followeth. Th 
day 4 this ſcripture fulfilled in your 
eares, And here behould how 
meekly he tooke on him the of- 
fice of apreacher as it were of a 
fimple Clarke, tirſt with a lowlie 
and humble yoice reading , and 
after meekly expoundinge 1t of 
him ſelfe, and yet nor openly 
expreſcinge it to be him (e'fe, 
when he {aied* Thuday is fulfilled 
this ſcripture, As who _ == 

enact 
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[ chat Md Mie day,am he of 
whom'rhe ſcripture ſpeaketh, 

And theeiesof al that were in 
the ſinagoge were (ett vpon him, 
and they wondredat the wordes 
of grace which proceeded out of 
his mouthe: & yet no wonder,for 
he was moſt beautiful to behould 
and eloquent to heare; as the holy 
Prophet faieth of him : Specio- pſa,q4. 

' ſus, forma pre filys bominum diffuſa 
eſt gratia in labijs tuis. The moſte 
beautifull amonge the ſonnes 
of men, and grace is ſhewed in 
thy lippes. 

Furthermore our Lorde Ies 
ſus purpoſinge now to take in 
hand the worke of our ſaluas 
tion', began to call and gather 
diſciples : And he called fainc 
Peter and (aint Andrew three | 
ſeuerall times , Firſt when 
they were at the water of Ior- 
dane , and then came they firſt 
in knowledge and acquain- 
tance with our Lorde, but 
as yet they followed him_nort. 
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202 The lifeof Chiif,. 
The ſecond cime ne called them 
from rhe ſhippe when chey were 
abour to take tithe as ſaint Luke 
makech mecio: but then thoughe 
they heard him and followed 
him, yec chey ſoughte after thisto 
retorne to their owne proper 
gooddes againe, The third time 
as ſaint Mathew declareth, he 
called them from the ſhippe, when 


Is Mar. 4. he ſaid vnto them : Comeyeeaſter 


me and | s1all make you fisners of men. 


And then forſookethey their fiſhe 


and theirnectes and preſently tol- 

lowed him. 
Al o inthe twolaſte yocations, 
he called ſaint James and faint 
Iohn, with ſaint Peter, and faint 
Andrew , as in the ſame place of 
the goſpell is exprefled. But ſpe- 
clally he called ſainc John the 
Euange!ilt from the bridall , as 
ſaine lerome (aieth, alchoughe 
we hnde1ienot 1n the text of the 
poſpell. Aud alſoatan other time 
;ecailed faint Mathew the Pu- 
bican. But cf the maner ro 
tne 


The life of Chrifft, 203 
the other, tis not expreſly writ- 
ten , ſaue onely that ſaint Luke: 
makech menci6 of twelue Apoſt- 
les choſen, andnameth them all 
in particular, 

Now let vs here behoulde our 
Lorde in this callinge and gathe-+ 
rings of his difciples, and conſt« 
der his humble conuerſation a- 
mong({t chem, in bow lowlie and: 
gentle maner he ſpeaketh vnto 
them; and how familiar and ho- 
me'y he ſheweth him ſelfe vnto 
them, inwardlie drawinge whem 
to his loue by his grace, and ouc- 
wardlie by his ſweere and affable 
conuerſation. And how alſo he - 
leaderh them to his mothers 
houſe,and ſome times goeth with 
them ro their: owne habitations 
and dwellinges, euer reachinge 
and enforminge them, &alwaies 
buſie avout them, with as great 
care and folicitude.as the morher 
hath of hir owne children. In ſo- 
much that as it is written, faine. 
Percr repoxted , that when he: 
| I 6 relted 


204 The life of Chrif, 
reſted or ſlept with chem in any 
lace, his cuſtome was to riſe vp 
in the nighte when":they were 
faſt a ſleepe, & if he found any of 
the vnhealed, (cftly & ſecretly he 
would couer them againe, For he 
louedthe moſt Me hncvings 
well what worthie and notable 
perſons he ment to make of the: 
foralthoughe they were men of 
rude and ſimp'econdicion,and of 
meane di{cent and lignage, yet in- 
tered he to make them Princes of 
the worlde, and the chiefe Cap- 
taines of ali Chriſtians in his {þ 1- 
ritual batraille, & yet more, to be 
the doomes - men and iudges 
ofthe worlde, 

Finally lee vs heere conſider 
of what maner of fimp'e people 
the fairch and grovnd of Gods 
Church began , namely of poore 
Fiſhers, men alcogether ignorant 
and ynlearned . For our Lord 
would nether chooſe che greate 
doQours, wiſemen, nor yet the 


m'ghtie men of the worlce,leſt 
| . clic 


The Ife of Chrift,” 20g 
the great deedes which ſhould 
afterwardes be done by them, 
mighte be atcributed to their 
wi.c ortheire owne worthynes: 
but this he re{erued and kept for 
him ſelfe, as ic was both righte 
and requiſite, thewinge ther by 
thac only in his owne goodnes, 

mighte , and wiſdome he 
boughte vs and redee- 
med vs. Bleſſed be Ie- 

ſus with out end. 

Amea. 
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Of the miracle Tbich'r as done at the 
Weddinge by turninze Yaicr 
in 10 I ue, 
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JT? befell vpon the ſame day 
twelue month after thac our 
Lorde Ileſus was bapriſed , that 
there was 2 mariage in Cana a 
* Citie ©. Gal'ile T he which maria- 
ge is {upp ed by faint leromard 
others,to be the mariage of {a'nt | 
lokhn 
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lohn Euangeliſt. Ac the which 
our Lord l:ſus and his mother 
were preſent, as the that was the 
cheifelt and eldeit fitter of the 
taree . And cherfore beinge hir 
ſiters houle, ſhe was not inuited 
thicher as other ſtraungers were, 
bur ſhe was there as at hir owne 
houſe,preparinge and ordaininge 
ttinges as the milteres cherot, 
The which we may partly vn- 


derſtand by three euidences of 


the goſpel Firſt for chat the ſcrip» 
ture it felfe ſaiech : thac The mo. 
ther of Ieſus Was there. And after 
ſaiech: thac Iefus and his diſci- 
ples were called or bidden ther- 
ro. Wherfore we may ſuppoſe 
that what cime our Ladies filter, 
Marie Salome the wife o: Zebe- 
de had purpoled to wed hir ſonne 
lohn in mariage, th went befor- 
haad co our Ladie to Nazareth 
which was from Cana abour four 
myle, ſig1tiie1ge vnto hir that. 
hir fonne ſhould be maried; wher 


vypon our Ladie went wita 
hir 


208 The life of Chrift 
h'r co helpe hir ordaine chinges || | 
againſt che weddinge, ſo thar it || © 
ſhould ſeeme that ſhe was there || f 
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{ome- cercaine dayes before the | * 
other gueltes, 
The (econd evidence is, that ill * 
the kneyve fo well when there 
wanted \vine; wherfore it ſhould 
ſeeme r;;art ſhe did not fit at the 
table as did the other gueſtes, but 
that ſhe went about mimiſtringe 
as one of them that ſ{erued in the 
meate and drinke and other ne- 
ceſſaries, wherby ſhe perceiued 
and efpied the detauite and want 
of wine , and fecrecly rould bir 
Sonne thereof, which the could 
not conueniently haue done if 
ſhe had (at at the table amonge 
other women, vnlefle ſhe had 
Tiſen vp from the boorde, which 
for hir who was fo yertuous and 
modeſt, was not meete nor 
ſeemly: wherfor it appereth chat 
ſhe ſacr not as a guelt, but (erued 
and miniltred as aforefaid 
Thethird euidence ts, that ſhe 
had 
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rhe life of Cbriff, 209 
had the command & gouernmene 
of the ſeruantes vnder hir , tor to 
ſend vnto hir Sonne, & who were 
to doe all chat ſhe thould appoint 
them, and ſo it ſeemeth chat ſhe 
was ouer them, & that the feaſte 
was ordered by hir, and therfore 
ſhe was carefull thae there ſhould 
be no maner ofdefaulte ; where 
ypo we may ſupoſe the maner of 
this mariage,and che workinge of 
this miracie to haue hapned thus, 
Firſt behould we our Lord Ie- 
ſus fictinge & eatinge in that c0- 
pany asan other comon man,and 
that in the outermoſt and loweſt 
place,notamonge the highelt and 
molle worſhipful gueſtes, as we 
may gather by his owne wordes, 
forthe he wold not haue taughre 
this leſſon of the ghoſpell Gying: 


| Þhen thou art bid to 4 feaſle , fit thee 


downe inthe liWeft roome . And for 
as much as our Lorde was cuer 
accultomed to rforme in 
deedes that which he would 
afterwardes teaches in wordes, 

ther 


Matth, þ 


210 The life of Chriff. 
therforeit is likely he wouldnot 
take the firſt and cheifeſt place, as 
the maner is of proud and hawrtic 
perſons, butrather ſit him inthe 
lower roome amonge the {imple 
and meaner ſore, 

And here with behould our | * 
bleſſed Ladie his mother, how | ? 
diligent ſheis that 'ail thinges be | ' 
well and conueniently nd, 
tellinge and ſheywinge the ſernan. 
res & attendants how & wherot 
they ſhould ferue and miniſter. 
And ſo when ir drewe towardes 
the end of the feaſt, they came 
ynto our I.adieand faied there is 
no more wine left, And ſhe anf- 
wered; abide a while, and ſhall 
procure you to hane more pre- 
ſently.” And then ſhe went. vnto 
hir Sonne Teſus who ſate at che 
. boordes end, and ſecretly roun- 
ded him inthe eare & faied: My 
deere Sonne they haue no more 
wine, and chis our fiſter 1s bur 
poore, wherfore 1 wot not how 
we {hal} doe to ſupply rapes 


An 
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And Ieſus anſwered and faied: 
Woman Y-bat is thu to me and thee, lohn, 
which ſeemed a very hard an- 
{were tohis mother , But thels 
wordes were ſpoken in miſlerie, 
and for our doctrine as fainc Ber- - 
nardnoceth, & as it ſhall be here- 
after farther ſhewed. Neuertheles 
for this hard and ſtrange fayinge 
it ſeemeth his mother was. not 
diſcomforted nor. put into any 
diſpaire,bur fullie truſtinge in his 
great goodnes and benignitie, ſhe 
went againe to the (eruantes and 
ſaied ynto th3: Goe to my Sonne 
leſus, and whatſocuer he faieth 
and biddeth you to doe, the ſame 
doe yee « And then anon at the 
biddinge of our Lode they filled 
out the pottes which ſtood with 
water, and preſentlyat his bleſ- 
ſinge, the water was conuerted 
intowine, And then he willed 
them cofill chereof and to beare it. 
to the chief gouernor of the feaſt, 
that is to {ay to the moſt worthie. 
perſonne ofallche gueltes. _, 

| In 
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In which bid..i1nge and com: 
mandement of our Lord we may 
firſte conſider his diſcretion and 
| holie wiſdome, in that he 6rſte 
ſentthe wineto the moſte wor. 
ſhipfull perſon there preſenc. And 
we may likewiſe conlider that 
our Lorde fate far of from him, 
in that he ſaied : beare it to the 
maſter.of the feaſte. wherby it 
ſeemeth he fate in the higheſt 
place, & our Lorde in the loweſt 
place, And when he had taſted 
the wine, both he & others that 
dranke of it, praiſed it , as the 
goſpellſaieth. And then the fer- 
uantes that knewe how it was 
made, opely declared the miracle 
toal the company. And then his 
diſciples bega more firmely to be- 
leuein him in reſpeR of this wo- 
derful matter done before their 
ies, wherin the had ſhewed his 
power & hisgodhead ynto them. 
Atterwardes when the feaſt was 
all ended, Teſus called Iohn afide 
by himfelfe and faied ynto him: 

Leaue 
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The life of Cbn7, 213 
Leaue this woman whom thou 
haſte choſen to thy wife, & come 
and followe me, and I wil bringe 
thee to a far better and more blet- 
{ed mariage then his: And forth 
wich he forſooke & left his wife, 
and followed our Lorde leſus. 

And here are to be obſerued 
many notable thingesfor our in- 
ſtruction and edificacion, Firſtein 
that our Lord Ieſus woulde come 
and be pretent at this bridalle 8 
wedinge, he ſhewed that matri- 
monie 1s both lawfull andſhono« 
rable & ordained of God. But in 
that he called ſaint Iohn from the 
ſame, he ſheweth that fingle life 8c 
virginitie 1s much more perfect 
and excellent, 

Secondly in that hegaue ſo hard 
and fo ftraunge an anſ{were as it 
mighte ſeeme vnco his mother 
whe he ſaid: Woman i hat is that to 
me to thee: as S. Bernard ſaieth, 
he taughte vs that be religious 
and haue forſaken the worid not 
to bufie and intangle our {e/ues 
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214 Thelife of Thrift, 
with the care of trafitory thinges, 
For as logeas we be of the world, 
ſo longe we be indecced to our 
natura# parets, but after we hauec 
forlaken borh ic and our ſelues, 
we be ſer at libertie and much 
more free from their preceptes & 
directions. To which purpole ic 
is Written, that there came vpon 
a time, toan Hermite or Monke 
that had forlaken the worlde and 
hued longe ſolicarie in the delſerc, 
his owne brother, crauinge to 
haue his councell in a certaine 
pointe concerninge ſome tempo- 
rall and wordly affaires: who 
willed him to goe to his brother, 
who was dead loge before: wher 
at he wondred verie much, ſay- 
inge that he was dead as he knew 
ful well: che Monke anſwered & 
faied, that ſo was he alſo vnco 
the worlde and had nochinge to 
doe there with . Euen fo ment 
our Lcrde Ie\us, when he an- 
{wered his biefſed mother ſaying. 
woman What is that to me and 
19 
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to thee. For thoſe chac haue for- 
faken the worlde ſhould not af- 


terwardes haue todoe with their 


parents or fleſhlie frendes, con- 


trarie to that which theirreligion 
and order preſcribeth. 

Thirdlie we haue here greate 
example of patience and hope in 
this deede of our Ladie, who de- 
ited not in well doinge for that 
harde an, vacoothe an{were as 2 
foreſaid . where by we are to 
learne, that when we call ypon 
our Lorde Ieſus for his helpe and 
ſuccour in our neceſcities ether 
bodilie or ghoſilie, althonghe we 
finde itnot prelentlie, but rather 
hardnes and contrarietie, that yet 
weceaſe nor therfote to cal ypon 
him thoroughe afſured hope aad 
confidence, yntill by his mercic 
andgrace the ynſauourie water 
of adaerfitie and penance, be tor- 
ned intothe wine of comforte 6 
toy futines, Bo 

Atter this miracle was ended, 
2ur Lord Iefus now purpoſing 
eo 
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216 The life of Chrift, 
and preachinge openly for our 
faluation,deparced fr6 that place 
with his blefſed mother and lus 
Diſciples, into Capharnaum beſi. 


des Nazareth, leadinge hirby the 


hand, and his diſciples goinge a- 
bont him, diligencly declartnge 
his wordes and his doctrine vnto 
them: for that heauenly maſter 
would not be idle, but was con- 
tinuallie doinge and ſpeakinge 
that which mighte redounde to 
their good and edification , 
The which in the vertue 
of his name Jet ys en- 
deuour to doe, bleſ- 
{ed may he euer 
be. Amen. 


to goe forwarde both in working 


217 


Of the excellent ſermon of our 
Lordeleſuin the hill. 
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The 18. Chapter, 


of V Vhen our Lord Ieſu had cho- 
ſen and gathered his diſciples 

as aforfaied, willingenow to teach 
the & enform the in the perfetro 
K of 
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218 _ of Chriſt. 
of hisgoſpell , he led the vp into 
an hill or mountaine which is 
called Thabor, beinge about two 
myles from the city of Nazareth: 
and there he made ynto thema 
moſte excellent ſermon and full 
of much frute, The which as faint 
pr oy neſaieth,in the begininge 
of his booke which he made of 
thatſermon , containeth all the 
perfection belonginge to a Chri- 
ſtian life. For in that ſermon he 
caught firſte, who they are that 
are moſte blefled of God, & moſte 
worthie of the kingdome of hea- 
uen;where vypon he ſaicd: Bleſſed 
are the poore in ſpirit for theirs it 
the kingdome of heauen. where in 
we are to note that our Lord: 
began his ſermon firlte and prin- 
cipally at pouertie,for this 1s the 
grounde and foundation cf all 
other ghoſtlie exerciſes. For he 
thatis ouer chardged with worl- 
die goods and temporall riches, 
cannot freelieanddiligentlie fol- 
loweour LotdeIeſu, who is the 
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ſpeciall frend and only mirrour of 
pouertie: for who ſo hath his li- 
keinge and affetion faitned on 
theſe wordlie commodities, ſuch 


an one is not free, but in great 
bondage and ſeruitude vnto the: 
for to that thinge which a man 
louech and ouer much affectech; 
heis made a very thralle & bond- 
man vntO It. 

And therfore is the poore man 
bleſſed, thatis to ſay, he that in- 
wardlyloueth nothingebut God, 
in as much as heis vnited to our 
Lorde by the reſemblance of his 
pouertie, And faint Bernard in a 
ſermon ſaieth: That pouertie isa 
kinde of aduantage or furthe- 
rance, where by a man flicth the 


. Ber- i; 


ſooner into heauen:for touchinge - 


all other vertues mencioned in 
this goſpell, the meritc and re- 
compence due ynto them is de- 
ferred for a time to come : but to 
this yertue of pouerty 3t.1s rewar- 


ded inv preſent, as appeareth by. 
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the poore in ſpirite for theirs is the king - 
dome of heauen, He fſaieth not that 
their rewarde ſhall be, but chat 
euennow itisin preſent. And he 
addeth, not only thoſe that be 
poorse, but thoſe that be poore in 
ſpirit, for therein conſiſteth che 
vertue of pouertie: & he ispoore 
in ſpirit, who is humble and hach 
nothinge of the ſpirit of pride, 
Which fin of pride is made comon 
to all by the offence of our firſte 
parents, and: therfore are called 
proude, asheis comonly called 
poore that poſeſſeth but a little of 
worldlie ſubſtance. 

But now retorne wes to our 
Lorde Iefu,and behould wehow 
lowlichefitterh vpon chat hille 
and all his holy diſciples about 
him,& in what humble & mecke 
maner he pronocethhis doctrine, 
{criouſly teacheinge them that 
noble leſſon of ſoueraigne perte- 
Qion. Andallo how atctetiuely X 


reverentlie his diſciples MR_—_ 
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his blefled face, & harken tothoſe 
facred wordes,and printthem ca« 
refully in their mindes . And fo 
they receaue exceedinge ioy and 
conteficmet borh in hearinge him 
and in behouldinge him: And eſ- 
pecially they were moſte glad and 
ioyfult in that worthy Prayer 
which aboue all other he taughe 
them at that preſent, to wit the 
Pater nofter; both in reſpect of the x; 
fruite which they felt cherin; as Parcr 
alſo for the great truſte and hope uoſtcr. 
that they receaued thereby , For 
as we may deuourly ſuppoſe,tous ' 
chinge the truite thereof,they not 
oly vnderſtoodit after the letter, 
butalſo they coceiued , thorough 
the grace of the teacher, the ſpirt- 
tuall meaninge of each petition. 
And fithe therin is contained the 
demande of all thinges which are 
neceſſarie as wel for our bodies as 
our ſoules,and comprehendethin 
{o thorte wordes, all which con» 
c:rneth our temporall life in this 
worlde,and the life eternal in the 

K 3 worlde 
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222 The. life-of Chriſt, 
warlde to come,no woder it was 
thoughethey felce paſsinge great 
likeinge and comfort in that 
prayer.. The which all maner 
of people dge likewiſe enioy,that 
that thoroughe the -grace of 
God doe feele the ſweete and 
gholtlie fruite therof,as the holy 
Apoltles did. : | 

As concerainge their truſt and 
hope which they-receaued there 
by: how mighte their confidence 
be more eſtabliſhed, then to heare 
him co teache them, who onely 
knew what was needfull for the; 
who only mighte giue them: and 
now learneth them that moſte 
ceffectuall petition, by the whicu 
they may nether erre in their aſ- 
kinge, nor faile of their demaund? 
For he who. isco become the iud- 
ge of all the worlde, hath made 
this ſupplication in our caſe, the 
which him ſelfe may neuer refuſe 
co heare: he him ſelfe who is 
Lorde, hath made the petition 


' for his ſeruantes, the which is 
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moſte expedicc for them to aske, 
& conuenient for him to graunt: 
more comfort or hope can nether 
be conceiued nor required, for all 
this ſhall we finde in this prayer 
of the Pater noſter,it we lay it with 
deuocion and out of the eſtate of 
deadly finne. And our Lorde le- 
ſus ordained not this hole prayer 
only for his diſciples that there 
were preſent with him in that 
hill , but for al Chriſtian people 
generally that ſhould pray vnto 
his Father in his name euen ynto 
the wordes end, 

And althoughe it be ſo that 
the occaſion which mighte be ta- 
ken to ſpeake furtier of this wore 
thie prayer be ſocopious, neuer- 
theles becauſe - many notable 
treatiſes are written hereof by 
ſundrie learned and fpirituall 
men,therfore we leaue to ſpeake 
any further hereofatthis preſent, 
as alſo of that notable ſermon thar 
our Lorde Ieſus made to his diſ« 
ciples in that hill; goinge downe 

K 4 with 


224 The life of Chiift. 
wits him by denout contempla. 
Cion, and bei.cuiding how after 
tiat whollome doctrine deliue- 
red yatothem, hecame downe in 
char meeke copany of his difciples, 
ralkinge hometie and famiharly 
with them by the way : and they 
asthe cnicl;ens of the hen, fol- 
lowed him with exceedinge de- 
fier,either couctinge before other, 
to benext ynto him, and to heare 
his {weete and heauenly wordes, 
And after ke was come doywne 
men people came and mer him, 
brirginge divers ficke folkes and 
dilzaſed perſons with them, and 
he as beingefull of mercie, healed 
- . themboth in body and foule. And 
chus we paſle oner ſhorclie and 
brieflie much proceſle of the gol- 
p21, and many chapters of the a- 
foreſaid booke of faint Bonauen- 
cure, and doe ſpeake of thoſe 
which create onely of the molt 
notableſt places,and moſte neceſ[- 
farieſt for our editication at this 
preſent. < 
of 


Of the ſeruant of the Centurion and 
the ſonne of tbe litle kimge, hitd- 
led of our Lorde, 


The 19, Chapter, 


] N this goſpell ir is tobenoted, Mart.8. 

how that our Lord without 

any great requiringe wet toheale 
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226 The life of Chrif.. 
the ſcruatthat was ficke & would 
not goeto the kinges ſonne with 
much prayer and intreatinge, 
Wherinthe pride of many per- 
ſons is euidently reproued, in 
that we many times be readie, 
and loueto runne with ſpeede,to 
the houſes of riche men to plea- 
ſurethem, and to doe them all 
ſeruice that we may for ſome 
worldlie honor, countenance, 
or eſtimation; but we be ſlacke 
and loth to goe vnto ſuch as are 
poore and ſimple, to healpe and 
ſuccour them in their ſicknes or 
neceſsities, onely in expectation 
of an heauenly rewarde, for feare 
it ſhould be againſte our worſhip; 
as ſainte Gregorie noteth ypon 
this place, Theſe be ſuch as hunt 
after humaine praiſes, and 
favwne after worldlie fauours, (o 
that the reconcilinge or ſauinge 
of a ſoule is many times there 
purſued, where their owne pre=- 
ferment is expected; but there 1s 
no refpet of perſons with, owe; 
an 
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and as deere and precious to 

| him is the ſoule of a poore man 

as of a prince; of a beggar , as 

ofa kinge; whereof we haue here 

example in our bleſſed Sauiour, 

worſhipped may he cuer be ther- 
fore, Amen, 


Of the Paraletike man let doWne in 
bis bed thorowgh the rop of the 
bouſe, healed by our Lorde 
and Sautonurs 


The 20, Chapter. 


TF* He doctrine which is-to be Lue. x. 
colleted and gathered out 
of this place of the goſpel is this, 
that we may learne , how often 
times the ſicknes of the body 
cometh thoroughe the ficknes 
of the ſoule, wich is finne:and 
_ that the healinge of the ſicknes 
of theſoule, is ofcen times the 
cauſe of the bodily health . For 
here we ſeeour Lord firit forgaue 
the paralerike man his finne , and 
ie. after 
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226 The life of Chrif.. 
the ſcruat that was ſicke & would 
not goeto the kinges ſonne with 
much prayer and intreatinge, 
Wherinthe pride of many per- 
ſons is euidently reproued , in 
that we many times be readie, 
and loueto runne with ſpeede,to 
the houſes of riche men. to plea- 
ſurethem,, and to doe them all 
ſeruice that we may for ſome 
worldlie honor, countenance, 
or eſtimation; but we be ſlacke 
and loth to goe vnto ſuch as are 
poore and ſimple, to healpe and 
ſuccour them in their ſicknes or 
neceſsities, onely in expeRation 
of an heauenly rewarde, for feare 
it ſhould be againſte our worſhip; 
as ſainte Gregorie noteth ypon 
this place, Thele be ſuch as hune 
after humaine praiſes, and 
fawne after worldlie fauours, (o 
that the reconcilinge or ſauinge 
of a ſoule is many times there 
purſued, where their owne pre=- 
ferment is expected; but there 1s 
no refpeR of perſons with, nay 
an 
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and as deere and precious to 
him is the ſoule of a poore man 
as of a prince; of a beggar , as 
ofa kinge; whereof we haue here 
example in our bleſſed Sauiour, 
worſhipped may he euer be ther- 
fore, Amen. 


Of the Paraletike man let doWne in 
bis bed thorowgh the rop of the 
bouſe, healed by our Lorde 
and Sawonurs 


The 20, Chapter, 


TFT He doctrine which is-to be Lue. 5. | 
colleted and gathered out | 
of this place of the goſpel is this, 
that we may learne , how often 
times the ſicknes of the body 
cometh thoroughe the ficknes 
of the ſoule, wich is finne:and 
that the healinge of the {icknes 
oftheſoule, is ofcen times the 
cauſe of the bodily health . For 
here we ſeeour Lord firit forgaue 
the paralerike man his finne, and 
To - HE after 


223 Theliſeof Ehif. 
after healed him of his bodely 
palley. Pet 

And further we may here be- 
hould the great vertue of true 
faith, in that che faith and belcite 
of one man , healpeth and ſaueth 
an otter; as we leg the faith of the 
bearers of chis paraletike man, 
"holpe him and ſaued him, And 
Zlfo in the chapter next goinge 
__before the faith of the Centurion 
procured health to his ſeruant. 
Andin an other place,che faith of 
thewoman of Canane ſaued hir 
daughter, And herein its al{o ve- 
rified,thatchildren beinge bapti- 
ſed, and dyenge before they cume 
ro the yeares of diſcretion, ate yer 
faued by the faith of their parents 
thoroughe the meritts of Chrilt 
Teſus: which is quite repugnant 
to ſome herecikes that haue held 
the contrary opinion, But God 
inſpire the hartesof all crue Ca- 
tholikes to followe the doctrine 
ofhis holie Church, & to deſpiſe 

and forſakeall pernictous errors. 
ED ED HoW 
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Holp Martha Was healed of hir jicznes 
by touchmge the hemme of vu 
Lordes garment. 


The 21. Chapter. 


He goſpell nameth not the 
woman that was healed by 
rouchinge the heme of our Lords 
gar- 
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230 The life of Chriſt, 
garment. But (ain& Ambroſe, & 
orher holie Doors fay; that-ic 
was Marcha the fiſter of Marie 
Magdalen. And bytlie hemme of 
Teſus garment, as faint Bernard 
faieth, may be vnderſtoode every 
meeke (craant of God; the which 
incuery vertuous worke or good 
deed which-he doeth;; ought co 
thinke in his hearte, and openly 
to acknowledg with his mouthe, 
that only Godis the principall 
doer therof. And fo much 
only for the preſent may - 
\. ye gather out of the 
proceſle of his goſ. 
pell for our in- 
ſtruction. 


The hife of Chrift, 
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Of the conuerſion of S. Marie 
Magdalen. 


The 22. Chapter. 


Vr curteous Lorde Ieſus was. 
on aday prayed and inuited 
of Simon the leproſe to come & 
to dine with him :; where ynto 
he condeſcended and came 


232 The liſe of Chriſt. 
thicher to meate as he was wonte 
ofte times to doe, both of his 
owne-curteſie, and alfo for-the 
loue and Zeale which he all wayes 
had to mans ſaluation ; and for 

whichreipecte he. was made and 
became man. And by this occaiio 
conuerfinge with them and fa- 
miliarly Grading amongite 
them, he {weetly drewe them 
vnco his loue arid amicie. For he 
he made him lelte ſo pertectlic 
pvore, chat he had no maner of 
worldly goodes, houſe,nor place 
ot repole,nether for him ſeife,nor 
for tis Apoliles : whertore when 


he was inuited or bidden by 


any of is good frendes, he meekly 
and thankfullile came .ynto 
them, and curteoulle accepted 
their offer. 

And ov ir befell that Marie 
Magdalen , who as it may ſeeme 
before that time had heard bim 
preache, and thourovghe the 
operation of his grace, was 
greatlie ſticred to Cs NE) 
an 
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and feruentlie to loue him, 
taoughe it were yet preuily Cons 
cealed in hir harte ; when ſhe 
heard and vnderſtoode that he 
was at meate in thac houſe of 
the aforeſaid Simon , ſhe was 
inwardlie touched with (orrowe 
for hir ſinnes , and the bur- 
ning fier of his lone ſo far en- - 
flamed hir defier, that ſhe could 
no longer endure bur preſently 
the entered in where Ieſus 
facr at meate , fore-thinkinge 
with hir fe!lfe, that whicthouc 
him the conid not be ſauesd nor 
haue forgiuenes of hir ſinnes. 
And ſo as if the had forgotron 
hir ſelfe , and takinge no- re= 
garde to the gueltes char were 
fictinge ar the table, houldinge 
downe hir face and hir eies to 
the earche the ſtated nor, cill 
ſh2 came ynto him whom the 
ſo, earneſtly ſoughte, and whom 
hir ſfoule fo inwardlie lonzd, 
our Lorde and Sauiour lefirs.. 
Anil preſently, ſhe felldowne to 

| the 
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234 The life of Chrift. 
the grounde proſtrateart his feete, 
and with great confuſion and 
ſhame for hr ſinnes ſpake in hir 
hartein maner followinge. 

My {weete Lordeleſu,I trulie 
acknowledge that you are my ſo- 
ueraigne Lordeand my God, and 
that I vile finner haue offended 
your highe maieſtie with many 
great and greueousoffences, in 
ſo much that I confeſle my ſinnes 
far innober toexceede the ſandes 
ofthe ſea : but for as much as [ 
doe ſtedfaſtly beleeue that your 
mercie paſſeth and ſurmounteth 
all chinges whatſoeuer, therfore 1 
wretched and ſinful woman flie 
ynto youfor helpe and comforte, 
lamencinge inwardlie for that 1 
haueoffended, and humblie aſ- 
kinge pardon and forgiuenes. For 
I defiec with all my hart amend- 
ment of my finnes, and purpoſe 
neuer hereafter to breake your 
holie commandements., O my 
Lorde, put menotfrom you, nor 
deſpiſe nat my repetnance , Cat 

oher 
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other refuge there is none to be 
founde, nor any other wil I euer 
ſeeke for, for I loue you aboue all 
thinges. O deere Sautour puniſhe 
my tranſgreſsions ſo much as it 
ſhall Sleals you, butdoe not vt- 
terly. forſake and reiect me , for I 
wil neuer cealc to ſeeke after your 
ſweet mercie. And ſo with great 
confidence in his goodnes , and 
with inflamed and inward affe- 
&ion of his lone, ſhe- humblie 
kiſſed his bleſſed feete, and then 
moſte bitterly weepinge and la- 
mentinge, ſhe ſhed ſuch aboun» 
dance of teares that ſhe walhed 
them there with. Wher we may 
note and it wel appeareth hereby, 
that our Lorde Ieſus walked in 
this worlde, bare leg and bare 
foote on the bare ground, 

And after when the had longe 
and bitterly wept, hauing great 
feare of hur ynworthines, that 
with ſuch wicked handes ſhe 
had come nighe or touched hir 
Lordes moſte facred feete , and 
| #, hauinge 
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236 The life of Chriſt. 
hauing broughr wich hir no kind 
of pretious thinge where with 
co wipeche, at the laſte ſhe wiped 
the with the hearesof hir head, & 
moſt deuoutly kifſed them. which 
ate the did todeclare hir amend. 
met;to Wir as the befor had offen« 
ded with chat hearein vſingeict to 
pride and yanitie, that thertor ſhe 
would nowtodeſtroythat vice in 
hir,employictothe yſe ofmeknes 
and humilicie., Lord God who fo 
would inwardly & deeply coſider 
the worke of this penitet woman 
withall the circaltances thereof, 
they thould aſſuredly finde much 
gholtly fruite therein to. ſtirr 8& 
moue their ſoules tothe repen- 
tance of theirfinne, & to che rrue 
and feruent loueof ourlordlefu, 

Now let vs alſo confider of our 
Lord, with what bcn:gnice 
& patience at this preſent, he per- 
Mitteth hir to doe wharſoeuer {he 
wold vnto him. Forit pleaſed him 
ful well, knowinge the inwarce 
affeio & the true & perfect loue 


ot 
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of hir harte wherwith ſhe didir. 
wherforeal this while he ceaſed 
ofcaringe,& allo al the gueites at 
the table with him, al maruelling 
and wondringe much at the wo- 
man,& of that ſtrange accicet; as 
alſo of the patiece of our Lord le- 
ſu & of his ſufferance of hir, And 
eſpecially Sims the matter of the 
houfe, muſed verie much thac he 
would ſuffer ſuch a ſinful woman 
to touch him in ſuch rude and ho- 
mely maner. wher vpo he thought 
that he was not a Prophet,ſuppo. 
ſinge that he knew not who ſhe 
was that touched him , But our 
Lord who paſleth &excelleth al 
Prophets, and who knoweth the 
lecret thoughtes of euery mas hart 
an{iwered him to his preuie cogi- 
tacios,ſhewinge him lelfethereby 
a verie Prophet, yea & more then 
a Prophet: & by too ſzuerall exa- 
ples he conuinced him, iuſtiftienge 
the womachathe held fo finful,8& 


- prouedthat ſheloued him more & 


ſhewed more affeQis by hir deed, 
the he with al his feaſt 8& baquer, 
wher- 


228 The life of Chrift, 
where ypon he faied ynto Simon: 
Many finnes are forgeuenbir becauſe 
Luc. 7» the louedmuch. And then turninge 
him to Marie Magdalen he ſaieg: 
Thy faithe hath ſaued the, depante in 
peace , O Lord how ſweete & ac- 
ceptable was this worde ynto hir, 
and with how great comforte & 
toy did ſhe depart away ? Surely 
it was ſo likeinge vnto hir, thatit 
neuer after went out ofhir mind, 
And ſo was ſhe thus perfectly 
| conuerted ynto our Lotde [eſu 
Fall. from hir vicious and finfull life, 
F and liuvedeuer afterin moſte holy 
; and chaſte conuerſation, perſeue- 
his rantly followinge him and his 
"1 [ mother , and drawinge hir ſelfe 
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into their companies. 
In this proceſle of the goſpel! 
be many notable thinges contai- 
ned for our edification , whereot 
we will brieflie touch ſome in 
particular. Firſte for the ſouerai- 
ene comforte of all ſinfull per- 
fons, we haue here openly ſhewed 
in our Lorde leſu,the Ry” 
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The life of Chrift, 239 
of his endles mercie, who ſo wil- 
linglie pardoned and fogaue fo 
many greueous offences to this 
ſinfull woman: which he is rea- 
dieeuer to doe ynto all that trulie 
defier andaske his mercie; onely 
there requireth on our partes pers 
fetloue and charitie which was 
ſo highlie commended in this pe- 
nicer finner,the which procureth 
thispeace berwene God and our 
foules.. For as the Apoſtle faieth , 
Charitie conereth the multitude of 


ſinnes, And With out it, it is mpoſiible S. Ber. 4? 
to pleaſe God , Allo faint Bernard vatd. 


ſaiech. That the merit of cueric 
nias ſoul ſhalt beeſteemed after the 
meaſure of Charitie that is there 
in: that is to ſay, the ſoule that 
hath much charitie ſhall receiue 
much rewarde: and that which 
hath litle charitie, ſhall receiue 
licle rewarde: & that which hath 
no charitie ſhall receiue no re- 
wardeat all, Where ypon fainc 
Paule Gierh after che rehearſinge 
ofnzany other great and notable 
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240 The life of Chrift. 
vertues: If i have not Charitie I ay 
norbinge. And for this reſpect our 
Lorde faied of this woman, that 
becauſe the loued much , much 
Was remitted ynto hir. 
Furthermore we haue here 
example that true & hare pen- 
nance 1s allo neediul tothe remil- 
fon of {innes , as appeared in this 
bleſled Magdalen . which pen- 
nance as holie Church teacheth, 
conſiſteth of three parces : in ſor- 
rowe of harte, confeſsion of 
mourhe,& ſatisfaction by worke, 
But here peraduenture ſome men 
there be who are of the contrarie 
opinion to many Catholikes, to 
Wit, that Confeſsion 1s not need- 
full, but that .it ſufticeth only in 
harte co be confeſſed co almightie 
God as this woman was, for the 
goſpell cellech nor chat ſhe ſpake 
any thinge with hir mouthe, and 
yethir finne was fullie forgiuen 
hir . Whereynto is anſwered, 


| Firſte that the Sacrament of Pen- 
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The life 0” ehrift.” 241 
therfore ſhe was not boundether- 
YNnrO, | 
Secondly we an{werethat God 
isnot tied to the Sixcraments,10 
as he cannot forgiue ſinnesas well 
with out them as with them. 
Thirdlie our Lord to whom 
ſe made hir confeſsion in harte, 
was there in bodelie prefence, 
being true and perfet God, to 
whom by vertue of his god head 
was as well & perfectlie knowen 
the thoughtes and ſecret finnes of 
hir harte, as if ſhe had coniefled 
them with hir mouth ( as'by tlie 
proceſſe of the goſpell, both of 
this woman ,and alſo of the Pha- 
riſes thoughte is moſte apparant) 
wherior the thoughte of hir harte 
only was vnto him ſufficient,Put 
becauſe that now inthe new law 
when we offend mortally,we of- 
fend him not onely as he 1s God 
but as he is man, by which huma- 
nitie he bought and redeemed vs 
from ſinne and cuerlaſtinge dam- 
nation,thereforeit behoueth chat 
; L we. 
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242 The life of Chrift. 
we doe fatisfaction. vato him by 
penace according to both kindes,, 
acknowledginge our offences 
both vnto God and.to man. And 
ſeinge we bhaue not. here his bo- 
dily preſence as Marie Magda- 
len had, therfore by the confeſ- 
- ffonofour mouthe,, made vnto 
the Prieſt, we ſhew that we haue 
offended himas man : as by the 
repentance of our harte, we ack- 
no wledge that we haue offended 
8991 him as God. For as by deadlic 
Abe 1118 fiane we are departed from his 
grace;/and deprived of ghe great 
benifttres he gaue vsby his. man- 
hoode, ſo if we will be reſtored 
againe ynto his. praceand, ta- 
uoure , we mult doe ſatisfaction 
vnto him, not; onely as he was 
God, bur as he was man. For 
which cauſe our Lorde him leife 
committed eſpectall authoritie 
Ma: ; Yeo his Prieſts ſayinge . V# har ſo 
* * emer yee binde in earth ;hall be bounde 
1m beauen, and hat ſo ever ee looſe in 

earth, «hall belooſed in heauen. 
Fout « 
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The life of Chrif. 243 
Fourthlie alchoughe we reade 
not that ſhe made hir accuſation 
by wordes of hir mouth (which 
needed not fot the reaſons afor- 
faid ) neuertheles ſhe thewed the 
great affetion the had to conteſ. 
tion , by hir outwarce actes and 
deedes: in that ſhe pretented nor 
hir ſelfe vnto our Sauioure to aske 
forgiuienes in private as ſhe mighr 
haue done only berw eene him & 
hir in ſome ſecret maner, but ſpar 
inge no ſhame ſhe choſe the place 
and the time where it mighe be 
to-hir open and manifeit reproofe,, 
to wittin the houſe of the Phariſe 
whom ſhe knewe to hould in 
great diſdanie all finfull perions: 
and alſo at the time ofmcate whe 
ſhemighte geue the more occaſion 
for all co wonder at hir; And1o-in 
a forte ſhe confetled openly hir 
linne, not refuſinge to haus heard 
it openly rehearſed it he hac the {5 
pleaſed, But our curteous lord lein 
ful ofgrace and of mercie bch.lde 
the forrowe of hir barte, with the 
L 2 ſt,onge 
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244 The life of Chrift, 


ſtrongefaithe, aſſured hope, and 


feruent affetion which the had 
fixed ypon him: wherfore wich 
out any further penhance ke fully 
forgaue hir all hir finnes and bid 
hir departein peace, which vas 
the peace of conſciece fully made 
berweene God and hir ſouls. 

* Burthereperadueture it (emeth 
to ſome men, thac as the ſinfull 
man ſhould followe this woman 
by true remembrance and contri- 
tion of his ſinne, ſo ſhould the 
Preiſt followe our /Lorde in the 
eafie forgiueinge thereof , enioy- 
ninge no more pennance then he 
didtherefore. But here vato di- 
uers holy doctcurs make anſwere 
ſayinge: That che contrition and 
remebrance of a mas finne may be 
ſogreat & lopertet, as without 
any further penance may be ſufh- 
cictto full forgiuenes;which ifthe 
Prieſt mighte fuliy ſee & knowe, 
he ſhould enioyn no other ſatisfas 
&is.But foras much as a mi ſeeth 
not nor diſcernerch the inwarde 


harte, as our Lorde did who was 


both 


The life of Chrift, 245 
borh God & ma, (ono macaiudg 
therofbut by outwarde tokens: 8c 
therfore for rhe more certainty he 
preſcribeth ſome kindeof penace 
tor ſinne more orleſle,accordinge 
as the Church hath initicued And 
would to godthat al ſinful people 
would followe this bleſſed wo- 
man in true contrition, and then 
without dout they thould receiue 
of God moſtefull forgiuenes, were 
the pennance-appointed by the 
Prielt ether much or litle. 

And notethat our Lordeinthe 
proces of this goſpel giuech good 
exaplero Paſtours and teachers of 


, and 
had 
wich 
tully 
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forbeare whe timeis to ſpeake the 
truth for feare of offendinge the of 


ay be & whomthey haue their liuinge, or 
hout Þ who ſomtymes feede them or 
ſuffi- | giue them maintenance for that 
ifthe £ not with ſtading the Phariſe gaue 
owe, || him foode,as he was ofteaccuſto» 
tisfas. med rodoe, yet he reproued him 
ſeech F| plainlyin his owne houſe for his 
/arde || error and for his indignation 


Was L 3 COnCEle 


both 


Gods worde,that they ſhould not - 


— on 8, TS 


- 
" 
- 
$1 7E 
. , i 
- Kt f 
» : ; 
- | l $4 
" t : 
' f | 
4. 
) . J ng 
f 
_— '*4 4 
” a i "a 
} " 
"* u% 
* +* BY 
: 
b 4.6 + " 
x , a 
' © a. , 
: 4 ; | 
F = | 4 
4 Y Þ . 
, =" 4 
\” p4 F , 
i. : þ . 
-4...,9 
+ "3 p 
by * 
" > 1 
£ . 
I .. - 
' . 
: ' F 
-- of hes 1 , : 
: 7 TS 
"I 1 
' * 
1 SE 
l ” 
4 $1.4 FI 
#1 - , - 
[ 4 
"DSX by 
4 2 
J of " 
£ 
R 
% II 
. «| ſ 
#3 
. 4 5 
- - 
3} © , / 
-S, T | 
"— , 
R ; 
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conce:ued againſta penitent wo. 
man. And further cofider that not 
with ſtandingeour Lorde repre. 
hended him in this maner, yet the 
Phariſe omitted not both to feede 
him,and co ſhew ynto him all hu- 
manitie and curtelie as he had do- 
ne before. The which example 
many men doe nor followe now 
a dayes; who when at any timea 
truth is tould them by their C6- 
&ilor beinge contrarie to their 
vill and likinge , they ſtraigth 


_drawe their former loue and af- 


fetion from him; where in chey 
ſhew chem (clues more vnlouing: 
and ynxinde then this Phariſee, 
& checroremore worthy of tharpe 
rep-oofe and reprehenſion , For 
th;e Paſtour or ghoſtly Father, 
'vho reperſenteth Chriſtes per- 
ſon, ought not to ſpare to {peake 
the truth,nether for feare , nor 
fauour, nor loſle of any other te- 
porall commoditie, ithe will be 
the true (eruantof Chriit, and ca* 
refully beware of glolinge or flat- 

teringe 
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teringe of faultes whichare tobe 
corrected , for inſuch an oneir is 
to beaccounted an ynbeteemimnge 
and ſinful chinge: 

Finally in that our Lordeſe- 
ſus doth here rehearſe to the 
Phariſce the good deedes ofthis 
finfu!l woman, as that ſhe waſhed 
his feete with hir teares\, wiped 
them with the heares of hir head, 
and other like offices which he 
had not done ynto him 5; we 
are thaughte , that when we be 
moued by vaineglorie to iuſtitie 
our ſelues and to deſpiſe others, 
that then we ſhould haue jn min- 
de the inwarde yertues which be, 
or may bg in them ynknowento 
YS, and toforget our ownegood 
deedes and-yertues, and to call to 
minde our faultes and vices,and 
alwayes readie to excule others 
and to condemneour lelues, for 
ſo ſhall we profittin the vertue of 
meekenes: which our Lorde and 
Sauioure Teſus graunt vnto vs 
whois the'blefſed mirrour of all 


meeknes, Amen, of - 
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Of the conference our Lorde Tefi 
bad With the Yoman of Samaria 
beinge faint and Wwearie, and 
fittinge him done by the 
fide of the Welle to 


reft him. 
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The 23. Chapter. 
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The life of Chrift, 249 
the countrie of Iuda into Gallile 
he was to paſſe by the countrie of 
Samaria, where by the way,there 
wasa welle which was called che 
welle of Iacob, vpon che which 
welleour Lorde being wearie in 
goinge,ſate him downe to relt 
him, O Lorde Ieſu how is it 
thatthou who art the way and 
the truth, and the ſole creator of 
the worlde and of all earthlie 
thiages, art thy ſelfe ſo fainte and 
wearie, who thoroughethy foue- 
raigne mighte and power doeſt 
refrethe and comforte all creatu- 
res in che way and paſlage of 
this tranſitorie life ? But chus 
wouldeſt thouin thy blefled bo» 
die endure and ſuffer the infirmi- 
tie of our nature, to wit,honger, 
thirſte, wearines, and ſuch other 
di(commodities, ſo that all thy 
lifein this worlde, was a conti- 
nuall laboure and trauaile, and 
altogether for our exampie, 
blefled mayſt thou euer be. 

In the meane timeas he fare 
L 5 thus 
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250 The life of Chriff. 
thus onthe welle fide his diſciples 
beingegone into chenext citieto 
prouide him meate there came a 
woman ofthe countrieto fetche 
water, the which was called Lu- 
cie:and our Lorde leſus wilinge 
to manifeſt ynto hir ( and by hir 
ynto others) his diuinitie & god. 
head, talked with hiralonge time 
of many highe and notable mi- 
ſeries. The which diſcourſe, both 
of him, and of hir, and how his 
diſciples came againe vnto him; 
and how thoroughe the reporte 
and narration of . woman , the 

eople of che citie came out ynto 

im anddetanicd him with them 
for certaine dayes together, and 


how at the laſte he departed from 


them: we wholly omitte and pal- 
ie ouer at this preſet for that it is 
{zt forthe and Written at large 
in the goſpeil of faint Iohn. . 

As touchinge the doqrine 
that may Le gatherd out of this 
parte of ſcripturefor our infiru- 
ction, we may note many worthy 
thinges 


The life of Cbriff, 25t 
chinges in our Lorde Teſu. And 
firſt his greate meeknes,in thathe 
would be lefce all alone whilehe 
ſent his diſciples into the cicie co 
prouide vietualles. And herein 
we haue example thatitis law- 
full for Gods ſeruates,as religious 
perſons, to rauemony andiore- 
ſerue it for the ſupplinge of their 
wanrtes and necelsicies, 

Alſo in that he diſcourſed fo 
familiarlie with chat ſimple wo= 
man ( eſpecially of ſo greate and 
worthie miſteriesas if ic had bene 


in the — of verie learned & 


wiſe men )the pride and preſiip= 
tion Cf many great doctours is re= 
proued : whocthinke that if they 
ſhould ſhevv their learninge and 
Kille ro a few men,or onlv to one 
man at once,they wouide ſuppole - 
their labour were loſte , and chac 
ſuck. a fimple audience were vn- 
worthie to receiue their highe 

doctrine. 
Furchermore in that thedi(ci= 
ples broughte him meare & wik- 
>L 6 led 
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led him to eate and feede at 
the welles fide : we haue example 
of pouertie and bodylie penance, 
in that our Lorde after his wearie 
trauaile Would feed there with 
out thecitieinthe open ayre , and 
to drinke of that ſimple water to 
quenche his thirſte, And we may 
very well and credibly ſuppoſe 
thacas he walked choroughethe 
countries in that maner, though 
neuer ſo wearie and rrauailed in 
body, that often times he fed 
with out the townes and dwel- 
linges of the people, nere ſome 
riuer or welle,ſhewinge therein 
the great loue that he had to po- 
uertie and meeknes, and that he 
d:lighted not incuriofitie of mea- 
tes Nor in diuvertitie of diſhes, ro- 
ſted or fodden, nor in precious 
veſlc!l of plate and hluer, norin 
delicate wines white & redde, but 
was meekly conrented with the 
clean2 water of the river and dry 
bread there with , euen as an 


other povre ma & needy mu_ 
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And herelet vs likewiſe conſi- 
der, how when the diſciples of 
our Lord had brought him foode 
and willed him to eate, he an*« 
{[wered che, ſayinge: 1 hae meateto 
eare thatyee knowenos for my meate is 
to doe the Will of him that ſent me. 
And ſo he ſaied and exp2Red 
vncill the people ofthe citie came 
forthe that he mightepreach vnto 
them, and minittre tirſte char 
which apercayned to the fuſteni. 
ce of cheirſoules, and afcerwardes 
that which belonged to the refre- 
thinge of his owne body,all chou- 
ghe ae had very much necelsitie 
thereof, wherin ſuchas haue che 
chirdge of {oules, oughte accor- 
dingly co imitate his example, 
Much more gholtLe fraite is 
concained in this goſpell which 
wao {odeſiereth co knows more 
at lardge, he ſhall findeit explica- 
ted in the booke of faint Auguſtin 
vpoil laint Iohn, where he ma- 


| keth an ample and learned dif- 
| courſe of che proceſle of this 


mat=- 
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244 The life of Chrift. 
matter. But foras much as here 
inis chiefly made mention of the 
uerrie and abſtinence of our 
Lorde Ileſus, therfore of theſe 
two vertues, both in him and 
in his diſciples, weſhal cake 
fit occaſion to ſpeake 8 
treate more Jargely 
in the chapter 
followinge. 
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pluckedthe eares of corne and eate 
them for bunger on the 
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256 The life of Chriff, 

thoroughe the feildes with him 
where corne was growinge, they 
plucked the eares and rubbed 
them betweene their handes and 
eatte them for honger , And the 
Phariſes ( who euer obſerued the 
wordesand deedes of our Lurde, 
totake him in ſomeerror againiie 
their law) reproued both him & 
his diſciples therfore, ſayinge : 
That it W«4 vnla » full for them |» to 
doe ontheSaboth day. But our Lord 
excuſed chem, firſte for their great 
neceſcitie, which was not com- 
prehended in the law, 4s kinge Das 
uid and his people Y bo for necefine 
Tere compelled to eate the loaues of 
Propofition Wbich W as onely 1a full 
forthe Prieſtes of theTemple . Againe 
that the Prieſtes ofthe law on che 
Sabothday circumciſed and offe- 
red {acrifice,the which wereboth 
bodely workes, and alſo not al: 
together of ſuch neceſsijty as this 
of theirs, And yet which was 
more our Lorde him-ſelfe was 


preſentthere, who wasthe __ 
All 


1 him 
2,they 
ubbed 
es and 
id che 
2d the 
.urde, 
ainle 
11m CC 
inge : 
n (o to 
Lord 
great 
COmMm= 
22 Dae 
cefine 
enes of 
av full 
gaine 
_ che 


 offe. 


both 


Oc al: 
1s this 
Was 
» was 
uthor 
aud 


The life of Chriſt, 257 
and maſterofthe lawe,and there 
fore coulde giue them leaue . 

Now oughte we co marke dili- 
gerlie,8 to take deuoute copaſsio 
of the great necelſsitie of the diict- 
ples being in the preſence & come 
pany of their Lord & ommipotet 
God: which if we duely conſider, 
we canot chooſe but be moued to 
the loue of pouertie & bodily ne- 
ceſsitie for his ſake, For how wo- 
derful is it to thinke, that they 
who ſpecially were choſen to 
the highe degree of Apoſtles Sc 
tobe the Princes of allthe world, 
ſhold be permited ro eatethe raws 
corne for wanit & noger,as if they 
were beaſtes & not men;eſpecially 
inthe preſence of him who was 
thecreator of al thinges, and who 
daily feedeth & relecueth alother 
creatures, to ſuffer them to ſuſtain 
ſuch lacke as if he werenor able 
to helpe the? Bur our good Lorde 
who wroughte all chinges for our 
exiple & for the good of our fal- 
uacio, ſuffered this neede co be in 
them 
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258 The life of Chrift. 
them forthe beſt,as him ſelfe alſo 
tooke the nature of ma ypon him, 
and yet without ſinne:; And fo 
thoughe he had compalsion of 
them in as much as he loued them 
moſte tendertie , neuertheles ir 
liked him that they were in this 
neede, ſceinge he good wil wher 
with they fo plad'y endured this 
neceſticy for the pure loue of him, 
And therein, all ſuch as haue 
forſaken and left the worlde tor 
theloue of our Lorde leſu , haue 
perfet example to imitate ſuch 
yertuesas are both neceſlarie and 
needfull for them to followe; to 
wit patiencein neceſitie, perte& 
pouertie, and the vertue ofabſti- 
nece againſt the vice of gſuttony. 
And as touchinge patiencein ne- 
ceſcitie: ſeinge thediſciples of our 
Lorde leſu,who had left and for- 
ſaken all that they had for to fol- 
lowe him, ſuffered patiently and 
gladly fo greate neceſvitie in his 


' preſence, whom they ſaw ſo mi- 


raculouſlie to feede and relecue 
many 
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The life of Chriſt, 259 
many thouſands of other men, 
how much more oughte we to 
haue patience in like neceſitie 
when it hapneth vnto vs by his 
permiſsion, beinge nothinge ſo 
worthie, nor yet ſo perfect in his 
loue as they were, but racher haue 
deſerued for our impatience and 
ynkindnes againite ſo good a 
Lorde, much more puniſhements 
and wants then he doth ſuffer ys 
to ſuſtaine, and yet peraduenture 
he neuer permitteth ys to haue 
any wante at all, 

As touchinge the ſeconde 
which is perfect pouertis: we are 
to vnderſtande, rhat his pouertie 
paſſed in perfection, far without 
compariſon, the voluntarie po- 
uertie of any other perſon. For 
others mens pouertie,who tor the 
loue of Chriſt haue forſaken all 
riches andotherpreferments , is 
in great reputacion with wordly 
men, by whom it is praiſed and 
helde asa noble vertue. But his 
pouertle was verie conmtemptible 

for 
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269 The lie of Chiift. 

for that it was not knowen to the 
world that he vndercooke it wil- 
lingly, but as ofneede & neceſsity, 

as1t ſeemed in this preset procetle 
both ofhim and his diſciples, who 

were cottrained to plucke & eate 
theeares of corne tor honger. And 
where as pouerty which procee. 

deth of neceſficie & not ynderta- 
ken voluntarily is coited & repu- 
ted for a contemptible thinge, eue 
fo was his, for as much as al that 
knewe him, ſawe that he had ne- 

ther houſe nor harboure, wherein 

to repoſe or put his head, & ther- 

fore they helde him in great con- 

tepte. For as we comoly ſee,thoſe 

which arefo pooreand needie, be 

deſpiſed & diſdainedof a! men,al. 

though indeedthey be moſt hono. 

rablin his ſight-who left ynto the 

this holy exaple: for which cauſe 

itis a perillous thing to deſpiſe or 

diſdain any poore ma,or perſon in 

miſery. Furthermore if we will 

learneto knowe who be pertedtly 

poore, we muſte ynderftand that 

It is not only he that hath left al 
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The life of Chriſt, 26r 
al worldly riches & maketh out- 
ward profeſsis of yoluntarie po= 
uerty, but he that here with hath 
purpoſed fincerelie to be poore in 
his heart,ſo that henether willeth 
nor defireth any worldly coforte, 
ſaue that which is needfull to ſu« 
ſtainenature. Forif a man bein 
pouerty and ſuffer want only for 
lacke of warldly goodes, ſuch an 
one 1s not partaker of this holy 
pouerty,bur liueth inwretched & 
miſerable neede without any me- 
rit, This 1s the true deſcripcion 
of perfet pouertie : of which 
nocable vertu $ Bernard ſpeaketh 
in his fourth ſermso ypon the Na- 
tiuitie of ourf,orde, 

As touching the third which is 
the verrue of abſtinence, we haue 
exaple both in our lordes diſciples 
& alſo in our Lord leſu him lelfe, 
For we multe note chat glutrony 
Isa vice againſt the which whillt 
weliueinchis worlde,we oughte 
to haue continuall battaile,as ho- 
ly Fathers that knowe the temp» 
cation thergofby longe experiece, 

os doe 
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262 The life of Chriſt, 
doe teache vs : eſpecially ſaint 
Bernard, who in diuers places 
teller vs how we ſhould auoide 
that vice, and noriſhethe body 
only (6 faras is neceflarie for the 
health thereof,and that more we 
ſhould necher ({eeke nor defier to 
prouide for it: for whatſoeuer we 
alloweit more then this ( fullfil- 
linge our luſte and deſire, and ex- 
cecdinge out preſent ;necelitie ) 
difpoleth to the danger and death 
both of body and toule; where 
with many.men are often 1o fat 
ouercome, that like ynto varea- 
{onable beaſtes they prefer their 
gredie deſters before their health, 
cakinge ſuch meatgsand drinkes 
inan vnſatiableſorte, which they 
knowe to: be contrarie to their 
health, and after che which they 
knowe full well that they fall 
feele great alterations and diſea- 
ſes: and ſo not only in body be 
incifpoled to ſerue God, butalſo 
che ſoule reſtes therwith all ſo 


defilied,that they can neuer be- 
hould 


The life of chrift, 263 


ſaint hould God, with that cleanes of 
laces I Þarce that he ordained them. 

oide And further note tharnot with- 
body ſtandinge this vice 1s both foule 


and perrillous, yet neuertheles 


molte people be blinded and de- 


r the 


e we 
er to eciued there with, and ſeeke to 
r We excuſe chem (clues vnder colour 
11161- | chat chey doe ic for their healthes, 


] ex- 
tie ) 
death 
vhere 
lo fat 


orare moued therynto thorough 
ſome great defier of the = 4 
which commsoly eſcheweth that 
which is moſte wholſome if it 
be any. thing pleaſant or delicate, 
wherfore amongeal the branches 


NIea+ 

their Y of gluttonie this ſeemeth moſte 

ealth, £9 be reproued, 1n thac it is not . 

rinkes I 901y burcfull co the (oule, buralſo 

1 they IY'* deltroiech & killerh che body: 

their I for he that taketh any meate or 

h they drinke kno winge thatit is incon- 

/ ſhall ſuenienc tor him and hurtetull to 

diſea- bis bodily heaith,may iwſtliefeare ir 
dy be eo be reproued of God as a man | 
atalſo N/\ear, and which is worſe, as a , 
all & [far and murderer ofhim ſelfe. 


And {:einge this vice of glut= 
cony 


er be- 
hould 


2 64, The life of Chriſt, 
plurtonie is io much to bee con: 
dened, itis need:ull for ys to flie 
It in all we may, and to atraine & 
gett the yircue of abſtinence, 
which weoughte to learne ofow 
Lorde and Sauiour Ieſus and c& 
his Apoſtles - and other Sainte 
who haue both taughte vs and 
gruen vs example of fubduinge 
the body, and onely to allowett, 
that which is neceſſarie; even a 
a horſe ought to be kept and die. 
ted for to performe his 1orney, 
that he faile not by defaulte 
too litce,nor rebe]l & be to proud 
by oner much pamperinge, butto 
order our ſelues in a good meant 
of abſtinence guided by the ver- 
tue of diſcretion, the which 
faint Bernard faieth, is not onlj 
a virtue it ſelfe, but a'ſo a keeper 
aud conductor of al other vircues: 
forifthis be watinge, that whici 
ſeemerh vertue_is a vice. And 
Saint Gregorie ſaieth that diſcre 
tion 1s the mother and keeper! 
all ocher virtues, which diſcretio 
tou 


| 
( 
{ 


The life of Chriſt. 265 
couchinge abſtinence & feedinge 
of the body confiſteth in_ this 
point as ſainet Auguſtine faieth 
in his booke of Confeſsions ,. that 


nence, 

e ofou Ma man take fo moderately of meat 
and o ſand drinke for the touftenance of 
Saints his body, as he woulde take of a 


medicine to heale an infirmicie. 


Vs © Ni 
dringeſW For as in takinge of a medicine 
ow ei, we muſt nor refuſe It be it much 


or licle, gentle or ſtronge, (weete 
or lower, but only as is moſte 
eonuenient & profitable to heale 
the foare or iicknes , ſo for as 


proud much as honger and thirſte are 
 burto become the infirmitie of man 
mean} thoronughe the rrangreſsion of 
te ver-M Adam, meate and drinke which 
hich af bz as medicines to this infirmi- 


tie, ſhould onely be taken for 
the ſultenaunce and healthe 
thereof. . 


Ireues: . 
which Thus much is ſpec'ally ſpoken 
And ofthe vertue of abitinence and of 
6iſcred} the viceof gjurrony, by occaſion 


ofthe honger and ſimple foc de of 
ſcretioff the ditciples of our Lorde lcluyfor 
as 
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266 The life of Chriſt. 
2s much as in this place for oyr 
example he began to fighte a- 
ainſte gluttonie, as alſo by his 
Ettinge inthe deſarce as is afore. 
aid . The which vice of glut. 
tonic he graunt vs of his grace 
to eſchewe, and to keepe 
the vertue of diſcreec 
abſtinence, who bee 
bleſſed worlde 
without end, 
Amen, 
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Of the feedinge of the pecple Tith 
bread,Which Tvas multiplied by 
the power of 6ur Lorde leſus. 


| The 25. Clrapter. 


T He boly goſpell *declarech 
ewo ſundrie times how our 
Lotd Ielu encreafed and mulcw+ 

M 2 plied 


268 The life of Chrift. 
plieda few loaues of bread, and 
with thefed fo fullie many thou- 
{andes of people that there remai- 
* nedgreat aboundance , Wherein 
if we duely conſider the wordes 
and deedes of our bleſſed Sauiour 
as they are euidently declared in 
the goſpell , we ſhall finde (to our 
ſpirituall editication) many good 
moriues, to loue and laude him 
for diuers occaſions,andeſpecially 
for that he ſhewed him ſelfe at 
this preſent ro be moſte good and 
merciful,moſte kinde & curteous, 
moſte diſcreete and circumlpec, 
And firſte that he was moſte 
mercifull is apparant in. theſe 
Mar; Wordes where he (aieth, I haue 
pittte and compaſſion vpon thus people, 
ſo that hisonly merciemoued him 
to ſuccourand feede them in this 
neceſ(sitie;for as the Prophet Da- 
uid witneſeth: 4Uthe earthe is full 

of his mercie. 

Secondly he euidently ſhewed 
his curteſfie & wonderful kindnes 
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The life of Chriſt, 269 
followe, ſayinge: For lo ncW theſe 
threed:yes they haue follolved me net 
bauinge Whereof 10 rate : as If he 
helde him felfe bounde to them 


| for their curtehe in tarrying thoſe 


thre dayes with him, where as 1n- 
deed it was for their owne good 
and profit and not for his, ſaue 
only that of his ſoueraigne kind. 
nes andendles goodnes his defier 
was todwell with the ſonnes of 
men, and to be conuerſane with 
vs for our ſaluaci6n: for all thoſe 

that followe him by good life, 

and are defterous to harken to his 

doctrine and to keepe his com- 
mandements, he ſpecially loueth 

them, and hath agreac deſier to 

inhabit and dwell in their ſoules, 

and alſo neuer faileth to healpe 

them in their necelicies, 

Thirdlie our LordeTeſus ſeeing 
that many of the people wer come 
ynto him trom far countries, and 
conſidering their peril thoroughe 
ouer much taſtinge, & in regarde 
of the great trauaile chey ſhould 
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270 The life of Cbrift, - 
haue in their retorninge back a. 
24ine, faied thus: If I juffer chem t 
gos home araine to their one houſes 
faſtinge, they may faint and perrishe by 
the Fay. Wherein our Lore 
therwed that he was difcreete and 
circumipect , by prouidinge for 
rheir inſuinge neceſsicie, and 
therefore ordained a remedie by 
ſupplyinge before hand the want 
of corporal ſultenance co {trength 
themtor their jorney & crauaile, 
Loe now how4n tinis fpeeche & 
deede of our Lorde Ieſuts geuen a 
notable example of diicrecion,to 
Prelates and to ſuch as haue care 
of ſoules , to haue due reſpet 
vnto cheir needes & infirmitiez, 
andaccordingly to preſcribe them 
ſpirituall councell, that they ne- 
ther falle nor fainte in the way 
of yertue thoroughe their detault, 
And further we may conſider 
the holieprouidece of Almightie 
God, and his gracious gouernice 
and daily care ouer his creatures: 
for we haue not of our ſelues 
where 
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The life of Chriff. 271 
where with to ſuſtaine ether bo« 
dy.or ſoule ynles he pleaſe to giue 
it vs, for without him wecannot 
attaine to any ſpirituall bleſsinge. - 
wherfore we haue no cauſe to 
glory in our ſelues when wefecle 
any comfort in our ſpirituall ex- 
erciſes, for it is not our owne but 


cometh of him: where in we may 


ſee that they that be che true ſer- 
ſeruants of God, and are choſen 
ofhim, the more perfe they be 
in good life , and the necter to 
God, and the more excellent in 
the | of his grace, the more 
meeke they be, and the mere ab- 
iect in their owne fighte, acknow 
ledgingethat they haue nochinge 
ofthem ſelues but wretchednes, 
For the nerer that a man approa» 
cheth to God , the more clearer 
ſighte he hath in ſpirituall mat- 
ters, and more plainly perceiuech 
his exceedinge goodnes and 
mercie, For pride & yaine glarie 
which proceedeof ſpiritual blind» 
nes, can haue no place & reſtinge 

M 4 in 


272 The life of Chriſt, 

his foule, chat is perfectly lightned 
with his holy grace: for wichout 
dont he that truly knowerch God 
and truly alſo examinech him 

{elfe,can not be greatly proude. 
Toconclude here is great com- 
fort for all ſinners to be concei- 
ued,of the great mercy ofour lord 
Teſt Chrilte, 'if chey will come 
vnto him and retorne againe by 
true repentance when they be de- 
parted from him and gone into 
the far contrie 6f wickednes: for 
as the goſpell telleth he was ſpe- 
cially moued to haue compaſsion 
and mercic on the people , for as 
muchas ſome of them were come 
ynto him from far countries, And 
fo will he with out dout haue 
mercieon euericſinfull man that 

will crulie come vatohimas is 
aforſaied, thoughe the time 
of his departinge were 
neuer ſo longe 
before, 
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Of the flytnge of our Lorde Teſu When 
the people Trould haue made 
bun kinge, 


The 26, Chapter. 


A Fter that our Lord: Teſt had 
fed the people wich ſuch a- 
bondace, as is {ai2d in chechapter 
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£74 The life of Chriff. 

next before, they ſeing ys mighte 
ſhewed in that mirackle,and per- 
ceiuinge how able he was to 
helpe them in their neceſsitie; 
therfore, tor their temporal com- 
moditie they would haue ordai- 
ned and made him their kinge. 
But our Lorde Ieſu ſeeing their 
intention, ſecretly departed from 
them & went vp into the moun- 
taine: which as ſome doctours ſay 
was the hill ypon the which he 
made theexcellent ſermon of the 
eight beatitudes. And here ler ys 
confiderin what fincere maner he 
fled & refuſed this worldly wor- 
ſhip, For firite he willed his diſ- 
ciples to entes into the Ship and 
to departe away before him, and 
thea healone went into the hille 
with outany company,to the end 


. that if the people ſhould ſeeks 


him amonge his diſciples they 
ſhould not tinde him: and fo he 
eſcaped away from them who 
ſoughte to giue vnto him ſo highe 
honor and dignitie. Giueinge vs 
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The liſe of Chriff. 275 
to ynderſtand that we ſhold flie al 
temporall honor by his example, 
for he fled not that honor for tear 
of him ſelte,bur for vs, knowinge 
what perill and danger it mighte 
be ynto vs tocouetand defier the 
ſame. Forit iscertaine that honor 
is one of the moſt perillous ſnares 
of the enemie to catch 8& beguile 
mens ſoules , and one of the hea- 
uieſt burthens chat draweth ys 
downeward, & often times doth 
quite ouerthrowe vs. For ſcarcely 
is there any man that hath a de= 
fier to be in honor, or highlie 
eſteemed for any ſingular guift or 
qualitie, hut he is in great perill 
of fallinge, or alreadietully fallen 
downe into the pit of deadlie 
ſinne: which we will make fur- 
ther apparant by many reaſons. 
Firlt: foras much as he which 
takech great delighte ro be in 
worldlie account, is nor. onely 
bufie and troubled in mince, how 
he may preſerue this his credit 8 
reputation, but allſo how he may 
M 6 encreale 
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276 The life of Chriſt. 
encreaſe and make it more. fe- 
condlieas ſaint Gregorie ſa'eth: 
Looke by howe mucha man hath 
planted his defier vpon thinges 
which appercaine to the worlde, 
{o much 1s he departed from the 
loue of God & of heauely thinges, 
And he which feeketh atter bo. 
nors,(eeketh to ger him great fre- 
des who may piocure and exalte 
him yer to greater , where often 
times occurreth diuers occaſios, in 
which he both offendeth Godand 
his owne conſcience for to pleaſe 
and content them, & ſodoe they 
fomtimes for him in ſeckinge to 
prefer him . Thirdlieit is a cauſe 
that a man doth comonly en- 
uie at others who be in hi- 
gher dignity them him ſelte, 
and backbiteth -and detracterh 
their credit and ſufficience to 
extolle his owne, & fo he fallech 
into hatred and contempte of his 
brother . Fourthlie ir maketh 
him to haue a highe conceite of 
him ſelfean his owne bghte, with 
delier 
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The life of Chriſt, 277 
deſier ſo to be helde & reputed of 
others : and thus he falleth into 
the vice of prideand yaine glorie, 
Tiertore as the golpell fatech; he 
that repuceth oughte of him felf, 
deceiueth him ſelte, as our Lorde 
him ſelfe hath (aied: When zee bane 
done all thinges that are commanded 
y2u, ſay With your ſelues that you are 
vnprofitable ſeruants : but this will 
not he doe who hath a proud and 
vaine opinion ofhim ſelfe. 

Fifthlie and lattliz when this 
deiter of worſhip and prefer- 
ment is rooted in a man , he be- 
cometh ſo hongrie and greedie 
thereafter that he cannot beſa. 
tizied , but daily laboureth co 
attaine to more , and the more 
and greater he getteth , che 
more he coueteth : for then he 
holdeth him ſelfe more worthie 
and excellent chen he was be- 
fore, and here with euer enſuech 
the vice of couerouſnes , which 
1s the roote and cauſe of many 
others euills, 

Saint 
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278 The life of Chrift. 
Saint Bernard ſpeakinge of this 
yanitie to hunte after worldlie 
honors, faieth thus. For as much 
as Weare moſte worthie andre. 
nowned creatures, and of a noble 
will, therforenaturally we deſier 
and aſpire after highe and noble 
things, but woe to ys it we goe ſo 
faras to imitate him who would 
ſet his feete in the hill & throane 
of highe honor , and ſeeke to be 
like ynto God in worſhip as Lu- 
cifer did:who beinge a glorious 
Angell and aſcendinge vp by pride 
into the hill of highnes, ſodainly 
was throwen downe and became 

a foule and ouglie fiend of hel. 
And hereif we marke it well 
we may {e, that the deuill tho- 
roughe enuie ſeekinge to caſt 
man downe from his happie 
eſtate and felicitie, duritnottepte 
him for to climbe yp to that place 
and highe ſeate from the which 
him ſelte was fo latclie chrowen 
dow ne, but asa treacherous and 
falſe deceiuer, he ſthewed him 
— Not 
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| notthe ſame, but an other hil ſom- 


what like vnto the former,to wit 
che hill of highe knowledge, tep- 
tinge him by a proude deſier to 
climbe yp into thac hill, ſayinge: 


Tee shall be as Gods knowvinge both ** 


good andeuill, And for as much as 
Adam gaue aſſent co this ſugge- 
ſtion , therfore both he and we 
which doe the like, doe euen fall 
downeas Lucifer did, And (o we 
may ſee that this defier of honor 
& dignicie, depriued the Angell, 
of Angells felicitie: And that the 
defier of highe knowledge inman 
broughte him to chis exceedinge 
miſerie,and debarred him of glo- 
rie, the ground of both which 
mi ſcheifes was only vaine glorie 
and deſire ofextraordinary honor, 
Wherfore ſeinge the danger of 
honor and highe knowledge to 
b2 (o greate, being the cauſe ofthe 
falle both of Angells & men, we 
muſte Jie in will and defier from 
theſe ewo hilles, & aſcznde with 
our Lorde Ieſu into the hill of 

con- 


_- 


bad, 3 AG bg ett wyt3eu**+ 
oY 


Q a 6 4 
-- © FEE &@'s oy 


po 


Lp tak *<} 


ER. rs ee ED 


= - my 


Py 2 EI 2a, 


on by 4 wt > =— 


"a en. ” 
£ - 2 4. 4% 
- = + + -_ £33 __ y 
- 4 k FP. Ew " _ - 
- 


...... i. 


280 The life of Chriff, 
contemplacion, and by humilicie 
and meeknes forlake the worlde, 
and all deſier to be magnified and 
worſhipped cherein accordinge to 
this example of our Lorde and 
Sautour, 

And further let ys conſider how 
he left his diſciples & made them 
to take Ship and goe to the {ea 


without him, who would not. 


willinglie 'haue departed from 
him for that their whole delier 
was © abide arid dwell euermore 
with him. Neuertheles he ordai- 
ned otherwife, knowinge what 
was moſte expedient for them: 
and they likewiſe meekly & obe- 
diently didas hecommaended the, 
alchougheit were fomwhac gre- 
neous and contrarie vnto them, 
For fo it commonly betalleth to 
ſpiricuall perſons, who ſomcimes 
feelinge che prelence of Teſt, they 
would noc that he ſhould ge fro 
them, or any time leaue them 
deſtjture of ſpirituall comſor:+: 


but our Lordedoth far ocherwile, 
for 
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forhe goeth andcometh at his wil 
and pleaſure. But what thal a de- 
uour ſoule doe when the feeleth 
hir ſpouſe Chriſt Ieſus wich 
drawen from hirin ſpiricual con- 
ſolacions!ſurely ir is requiſite thar 
dilligently and oftentimes ſhe call 
for him againe by continual defier 
and feruent prayer , and in the 
meane time that ſhee paciencly 
ſultaine and ſuffer his abſence,fol- 
lowinge theexample of his holie 
diſciples that in the vertue of obe- 
dience preſently at his biddinge 
went into the Ship , and betooke 
them ſelues vnto the troubleſome 
ſeas while he was abſeac and de- 
parted from them, Let vs therfor 
luffer the waues and tempelſtes of 
temptations , and paciently ex- 
pet yncill he of his goodnes come 
againe into our ſoules and pro» 
curethem interior reſte and trans 
quillitie, wherof we will further 
ſpeake in the chapter mediately 
followinge, 
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Of the Prayer of our Lovde leſu mn the 
' bill & how becamevmro his Diſci- 
ples ral: inge vpon the \> atter. 


The 27. Chapter. 
Frer the Diſciples of our Lord 


leſy were gone into the 
Shipp as is afaeefaied, he went vp 
intothe hill alone where he ſpent 
the timein prayer vntil the fourth 
part of the nighte, ſo that the 
three partes which were paſt he 


had continued whollie in that 


exer- 


The life of Chriſt, 
exerciſe, tor ſo we reade he often 

auchim ſelfe cherunto. Whertor 
fr vs here duely conſider in what 
maner he praieth; to wit how he 
humblech him ſelfe in his buma- 
nitie: how meekly be ſubmictech 
him (elfe to his heauenly Father: 
how he chooſeth forth molte ſo- 
litarie places : repairerch vnto 
chem ro praye in ſecret : putteth 
his tender bodie to full hard pen= 
nance : watcheth 'and waketh 
ofren times, & as a true ſhepheard 
prayerh for the preſeruation of 
his theepe: for he prayeth not for 
him felfe but for ys, and as our 
Aduocate and only Mediatour 
betwene vs and his Father. He 
praieth alſo, ro giue vs example 
that it 1s expedient for vs often 


Ss = times to pray : and further fated, 
Ir vp that it was needfull allwayes to 
Dent praye without ceaſinge, ſhewinge 
werk that continuall akinge in prayer 


obtaineth at che laſte wichouts 


= faile the thinge that is demanded, 
tha wherof he could an example in 


the 
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' 284 The life of Chriff. 
| Luc.18 the goſpell of ſaint Luke of the 
wicked Iudge, who at the lalte 
thoroughe the longe & cocinuall 
crie of the waddowe , graunced 
hir ſute and did hir righte , And 
alſo an other example of a frend, 
who at rhe laite thoroughe much 
entreatielentco his neighbour the 
bread wherof him felfe had ne- 
p ceſsitie: concludinge and ſayinge 
4 Idem. thus. Arke and it sball be giuen 
pmo you. All which was ſpoken 
to ſhewynto ys the vertue of de- 
uout prayer , Which is fo for- 
ceible and fo great, that itpro. 
cureth. a!l kinde of goodnes, and 
driueth away all maner of wic- 
tednes. wherfore as faint Bona- 

nencure, ſaieth verie wel. 

+ 7 lib.me- J71{chou Wile ſuffer With patience 
F$ © it. 3; Wharſoener aduerſities and miſeries of 
+1 this life be a man of praier, If thou Wilt 

obtaine force and ſtrength to overcome 
thetentations of the enemie, be a man 
of praier. If theu Tilt mortifie thine 
olneWwil? ith her euill appetites and 


Paſiions , be a man of praier , If thou 
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Wilt throughlie knoW the Iilines and 
ſubrilinte of the diule and keepe thy ſelje 
from his ſnares anddereits, be 4a man 
of praier , If thou T4lt live merelte 
in the ſervice of God and paſſe on the 
Taie of laboure and affliction With 
sveernes and contentement of mind, be 4 
man of praier. If thouWwilt exerciſe thy 
ſelf m a ſpiritual hand of life , and not 
male preniſion for the flesh in concupiſ= 
cences, be 4 man of praier. If thou wilt 
drize out of thy mind the importunat 
fires 0 vaine cares and thoughts, be 4 
imanof praier If thou Wilt nourich thy 
{oirle With the fatnes and marroW» 
of devotion , and haneital vais full of 
760d cogitations and holy defieres, be 4 
man ofpraier, If thou Tilt fortifie thy 
heart tn the good pleaſure o{ God, With 
4 flour conrage and ſtedfaſt purpoſe, 
be a an of praier, Finl:e, If 1thouWwilt 
roote out al vices of thy ſoule, + ſet vers 
wes in their places, be a man of praier, 
becauſe tn ut i receaued the vnfionof 
the holie Ghoſt, I hich teacheth our ſoule 
allchinges that be needfull. Moreouer if 
thou Bilt mount vp tothe beight andtop 


of 
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of eomtemplation, and cnicye the sWeett 
embracinge of the ſpoWw/e, exerciſe thy 
ſelf in prater, becauſe this isthe |. ay by 
Which the ſ3Wvle climmeth rp to the con 
eemplation andtaſt of celeſ"ial thinges. 
Thou ſeeft then of What force and 
vertue praier is . And for the greaty 
proofeof al that hath ben ſaid, ſettin;e 
aſide the tefiimonie of hole ſcriprure, let 
this ſuffice for thepre'ent, that ve baue 
beard and ſeene, and ſee dailie by £x+ 
perience manie ſumple and vnicarned 
perſons, Whoe by the vertue of praier 
baue obteined ail the forſaide thinges, 
and manie greater alſo . Hicherto 
be the words of S. Bonauenture. 
Wherfore much oughte all 
chriſtian people tobe ſtirred yp to 
the loue and exerciſe of prayer, 
bur ſpecially ſuch as- be reli- 
gious whoſe maner. of life is 
cheifly ordained and =deuorted 
here vnto, Furthermore to 
ſpeake of this vertue and how 
our Lorde granteth ysin prayer, 
all ſuch thinges as are molt expe- 
dicnt 
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The Life of Chritl, 287 
lient for vs todemand, ſaint Ber- 


'sTeet ni © 
it Ward in diners places declareth, 


_= 7 he which we patlz ouer for this 

OY preſent, and retorne toour Lorde 
V . . * j 

hinges. leſus and his diſcip/es, 


What time our Lorde was 


'ce and | OE 

ereater thusalone prayinge in the hill as 
etrinre atoreſaied , his diſciples were in 
ure,ler the ſea in great diſtreſle becauſe 
Ve bave {ye inde was very rowghe and 
by &x. againſt chem,and the Shipp atthe 
learned point of perithinge, rhoroughe 
* praier (2 great waues and tempelte 
hinges, that aroſe, And here we may 


conſider 1n what perill and eri- 
bulation they were at that pre- 
ſent, in reſpect of the great and 
mightie tempeſt, beinge in the 
nighte time, and principallie in 


cherto 
nteure. 
te all 


| vp to 


ayer 

; rn theabſence of their yoo Lorde 
ife is (vo was their onely refuge in 
uored I cuery neceſsitie . But he who 


knewe what was. moſte con- 
venient for them, ſuffered them 
toendure this trouble for a time 
and when he aw cime alſo ſent 
| them helpe and comfort, And fo 
| about 


re to 
| how 
rayer, 
expe- 

dient 
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| for that creature knewe very wel 


his bleſſed will and pleafure. And 
- when he approached neere che 


288 Fhe life of Chriff, | 
abont the fourth part of che night 
he came downe from the hill & 
walred vpon the ſea, and came 
towardes tFem. 

And here behould how ow 
bleſſed Lorde after his Jonge 
watchinge and prayinge came 
Cowne all alone in the dead of 
the nighte from that highe and 
wearie hiil, which vas craggie 
and ſtynie, he beinge bare foore 
and bare legged. And when te 
came to the water, he walked 
thereupo as ypon the firmeearthe, 


his maker and was obedient vnto 


Ship, his diſciples ſuppoſinge that 
he had bene a ſpirit, cried out for 
feare . Bur then our me.cifuil 
Lorde hauinge compaſsion vpon 
them, comforted them ſayingz. 
Be of good courage and feave not, for it 
i s1.atwhich wo des,faint Peter 
faied: Lorde if it berbou, b1:4 meto 
rome to thee, whereupon puttinge 

his 
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«The life of Chrif, 289 
his trwit and confidence in the 
mighte and power of our Lorde, 
he began togoe towarde him on 
the water: but asa guit of winde 
ſodainly blewe, be failed for feare 
and dread, and preſently began to 
fincke, and forthwith our Lord 
ſtreeched out his hand ynto him 
and ſaued him from drowninge, 
and after went vp into the ſhipp 
with him, and ſo the ſtorme and 
tempeſt ceaſed , and imediacly 
enſued a quiet & pleaſant calme. 
And then the diſciples with great 
reverence and ioy receiued their 
good maſter , and were greatly 
comforted,thoroughe his bleſſed 
preſence, 

Now as touchinge the fruite 
Which 1s to be gathered for our 
inſtruction, we -_ example by 
our Lordes diſciples to bepatient 
in time of our tribulation , and 
how to make profit thereof,as we 
had before example of him ſelte 
touchinge the yertucand necelsi- 


tie of prayer. For it is to be noted, 
N chat 


290 © Thelife of Chrift.. - 
that as it befell-to the diſciples in 
that bodely daunger , ſor :daily 
befalleth to vs in many ſprituall 
perrills and teptations,in as much 
as our Lorde leſus ſuffereth {cm- 
times thoſe thatare molt ſpecially 
choſen ofhim to be diltrefled and 
totaſte of tribulatio in this world 
both in body and ſoule, For as the 
Scripture witneſeth, He ſcourgeth 
euery childe 'v hich he receiueth , And 
as'the Apoſtle. ſaint Paul faieth: 
All thoſe that be Without correftion be 
not naturall children , but children of 
adulterie to that it is neceflarie for 
vs to bepunithed,and to ſuffer tri- 
bulation and aftiiftion jn this 
worlde for many re{pectes. For 
thereby we be taughte to knowe 
our ſelues and our owne wret- 
chednes. Thereby we profit 
mcchin the gettinge of yertue:; 
which beinge thus gotten are 
the beiter preſerued: And hereby 
we liue in affured hope of our 
enxerlaſtingerewardein the king- 
dome of heauen : wherfote we 
jhould 
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On ſhould not be diſcomforted With” 
eral] them, or be impacient when they 
ck happen vnto vs, but rather couer© 
"pg them & louinglie embrace the m. 
cially But altkoughe che profit of 
v "pes. tribulations be much worthe and 
wie” ofexceedinge merit, neuertheles 
a the (amy doethinke them full hard, 
nds" and doe grutche apainſte them, 
"Id nd are loath to merit by ſo pain- 
Toes full a meanes, becauſe indeedthey 
bow b fully knowenot, nor ſcenot the 
us of _ ofthem . Wherfore many 
is oly men in ſundrie places doe 
"age labours to ſhew vs the profit of 
— Bk them, to incourape vs to ſultaine 
” and endure them gladl;, but eſpe- 
SP. cally ſaint Bernard in many of 
rs, 1s treatiſes. And here we ſee how 
profit - _ {ſuffered his diſciples 
Tod \ _ e loued fo deerly io be 
ng tolled & croubled with greueous 
hereby tempeltes, knowinge well in the 
30" _ that it would redounde to 
ke Hons ”= [pirituall commoditie : ſor 
ms. "tt wee reade that their Ship was 
ould Inperill by boiſterous itormes and 


I - con - 


292 The life of Chriff. 
contrarie windes,but it was neuer 
ytterlie drowned or caſt away: 
and no more ſhall we ( what 
ſtormie calamitie ſocuer doth 
come vnto ys) if we ſuffer it 
paciently, and put our truſt and 
confidence in the helpe of our 
Lorde Iefus : whom we humbly 
beſeeche euer to releeue ys in 

our needes and extremities 
with the preſent aſsiſ- 
' tance of his grace 
and holie Spiric. 
Amen. 
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V:e ſhould never wonder 
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294 The. life of Chrift. 
be they neuer fo good and perfe, 
ſeing it often times befel ynto our 
Lorde and Sauiour lefus him ſelf 
waocouldenct err echer in word 
or deed. For ſo it hapned on a 
time, that the Pharrfes demanded 
of him, w hy his diſciples waſhed 
not their handes when they went 
to cate their meate : 1ayinge that 
herein, they kept not the oblir- 
uance and cuſtome-of their elders 
and forefathers as they oughte, 
And our Lorde feeinge that chey 
regarded more .the outwarde 
walkinge of their handes, then the 
inward cleanſinge of their hartes 
and fanfifinge of their ſoules,re- 
proued them fayinge : That they 
broke the comman.iements of God, to 
fulfill their ob ne traditions, ſhewinge 
the further chat the vices which 
proceede out of the harte , doe 
more defile a man, then meate 
which is only caten with vn- 
waſhed handes. At which anſwer 
they were offended and ſtirred to 
enuic againſte him: buthe cooke, 
no 
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The life of Chriſt. 295 
no heede thereof,nor ceaſed ther- 
fore to ſay the truth, for they were 
blind in ſoule thoroughe hatred 
and malice conceiued againſte 
him. 

Alſo at other times our Lorde 
ſelus wrought ſundrie miracles 
ypon the Saboth dayes, which he 
did to conuince the Iewes, who 
kept the law in certaine externall 
obſeruances, and not accordinge 
tothe will of God & the inward 
meaninge thereof. For he ordai- 
nednot the holie dayesto the end 
that we ſhould be reſtrained on 
them to'doe ſuch workes as were 
good workes, or any deedes of 
charitie, but that we ſhould ab- 
ſtaine and ceaſe trom bodely las 
bours and from all maner of finne. 
Where vpon they tooke occation 
to ſclander our blefled Samioure 
& conſpired together ro pur him 
todeath, ſayinge that he was not 
a man of God, and that he kepte 
not the Saboth day, But our Lord 
leſu omitted not therefoxe to 
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296 The life of Chriſt. 
worke on thoſe dayes many blef. 
fed miracles, and co doe many 0- 
ther deedes ofcl)aritie:;-and ke did 
them the more willinglie then, 
to deſiroye the Tewes error and 
recla'me them trom cheir falſe 
OPINION. | 
Likewile an other time when 
he preached in the finagoge and 


| lated : that he as the bread of bfe 


Which came doW-ne/rombeautn ; And 
that ynles they did eate his fleath 
and drinke his blood they could 
not haue cuerlaſtinge lite: they 
takinge his wordes fleſhlye and 
not ſpiritually,murmured againſt 
him & tooke occaſion to ſclander 
him againe: in ſo much that ſome 
of his diſciples alſo mifle-ynder- 
ſtandinge him , forſooke him and 
departed . But faint Peter in the 
name of all the twelue anſwered 
that they would not Teaue him, 
for that he had the yyordes of 
euerlaſtinge life. 

And here in the aforeſaied 


wordes and deedes of our Lorde 
| leſy 
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leſu we bane initruction , that 
we ſhould not ceaſe to doe good 
workes tor the flander and hard 
reporte of others, orelſe for enuie 
and euill will ro any, eſpecially 
if che worke haue reſpect co the 
benitit and good of foules. wher- 
ypon faint Gregorie faieth; That 
a man ſhould tuffer any ſclander 
to riſe rarer then to omit the 
| truth, And firit it is a neceſlarie 
rule of good life , that for the 
auoyGinge of Nlander, a man doe 
nzuer commit any moreall finne, 
Alſo that ſuch as haue the cure 
of ſoules , doe not teache falſe 
doctrine for feare of any ſclander, 
but may in ſome caſe rathercon- 
ceale the truth, eſpecially when 
they knowe that their hartes be 
ſo cofrmed in that error,that rhey 
wold growe moreobſtinatifthey 
ſhould be openly tould thetruthe. 
Laſtly Iuſtice and equitie ought 
neuer to beomittedin reſpect of 
ſclander ; that is to (ay, a Iudge 
ſhould not giue falſe ſentence ; 

CAS N 5 NOL 
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nor yet a witneſle beare falſe re. 
corde, But of ſuch other thinges | 
as areof ſmal moment,and which 
may be omitted with cut offence 
of conſcience , alcthoughe they 
weregood in them ſelues, yet to 
leaue them ſomtimes vndone, to 
take away the occaſion of (clander 
fro others. As the bleſſed Apoſtle 
faint Pauleſaied , That he would 
rather neuer cate flethe chen he 
would giue any occaſio of offence 
to his brother, 

Andheze we are tolearne out 
of the doctrine of our Lorde lelu, 
that we oughte to regarde more 
the inward garniſhinge and beau. 
titinge of our foules, then the ouc- 
warde cleanes or cariage of our 
bodies. Neuertheles thele alſo are 
good ſo that they diſpoſe not 
vnto yaine glorie, curioſitie, or 
other vices. And alſo that aun- 
cient cuſtomes are good when 
they be grounded ypon reaſon, 
__ ought to be obſerued. But 


the commandemets of Almighty 
God, 
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The life of Chriſt, 299 
God, and the precepts and ordi- 


' nances of his holie Church, to be 


much greaterandof more impor- 
tance. f 

Wherfore in this point many 
people doe erre, who more regar - 
de ro tollowe and keepe ſome cer- 
raine cuſtomes, though they diſ- 
poſe to no vertue, and off be a- 
eainſt reaſon , then they doe the 
commandements of God, and ab=- 
ſolute precepts of his holie ſer 
uants rouchinge charitie,meknes, 
patience, deuo cionin prayer, dif- 
creet abſtinence, and diuers other 
vertues . For which cauſe they 
may iuſtlie fearelealte our Lorde 

leſu reproue them priuilie, as 

as he did the Scribes and 
Phariſes openlie, ag 
is aforeſaied, 


N-6 of 
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Of the ſpectal reWwarde of our Lorde 
Teſupromi/ed to the that forſake 
* and deſpiſe the Worlde for 
tbe lone of him. 


The 29. Chapter. 


Pon a time our Loideleſt by 

occaſion of a certaine riche 
man, who would not forſake his 
goddes to follotve him, faied that 
Ir was a hard thinge for a riche 
man to enter into the kingdome 
of heaus where vpon the Apoſtle 
faint Peter in the name of his 
bretheren the other Apoſtles al. 
fed of him, what rewarde they 
ſhould haue that had forſaken 
and left all worldlte thinges for 
his loue . And then our Lorde 
anſwered , and promiſed ynto 
them a great rewarde of glorie in 
his heauenly kingdome, As alſo 
to all others who ſhould forſake 
father or mother, and all other 


kindred and temporall gooddes 
for 


Lorde 
elt 
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for his ſake, that they ſhould re- 
c:iu2 a hondred fouldein this pre» 
{ent worlde, and lifecuerlaſtinge 
in the woride to com 2, Wherfore 
all choſe chat haue beraken them 
ſelues to religious life, and fully 
forſake the world, haue here caule 
of excedinge confolation , andto 
rzioyce andiakecomfors , in this 


r.cha1Jabandant promiſe of our 


Lorde and Sauioure leſus: not on+ 
ly for che hope of cuerlaſtinge life 
which they thall poſleſle 1n hea- 
uen by vercue of his gracious 
graunt and promiſe, but moreo- 
u:r for that hundred foulde of 
his graces which they ſhall feele 
In this preſent life, if they truly 
loue aad faithfully ſerue him : 
which ſhall not be nether in 
goulde nor filuer , nor in dain- 
tle meates , nor ſumptuous 
cloathes , nor in pretious le- 
welles, but in fpirituall riches, 
vertues of the ſoule, heauely trea- 
fures,and in al polsible comforces 
of the holie Ghoſte, che which no 
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202 . Theliſe of Chriſt. 
manknowe*h how vnſpeakeable 
ſweeterhey be, ſauconly he who 
hath had the feelinge of them in 
him (elfe; ſuch like 1s, the cleanes 
ofhart, the peace of conſcience, 
the loue of pouertie, Angelicall 
chaſtictie , inuincible patience, 
burninge charitle and ſuch other 
yertues . All which excellent 
graces, our holie ſpouſe Chriſt 
Ieſus daily reuealeth to ſpirituall 
people, but concealeth them from 
carnall and worldlieperſons,who 
haue wholly placed their hartes, 
and all their contentments in the 
loue of tranficorie thinges , The 
Prophet Dauid feelinge this fin- 
guler guift of God in his ſoule, 
cried out to our Lorde in this 
maner : Lord how great is the mul- 
titude of thy sivectnes Which thou haſt 
laied vp for ihcm that truly loue and 
feare thee, Finally of this matter 
ſaint Bernard makech a moſte 
ſruitfull and ample diſcourſe in 
A treatiſe which is called, The 
conference bet ene Simzecis and 
| L514e 
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The life of Chrift. - 303 
Lorde Ieſus , wher in he makerth 
a large narration of this heauenly 

rewarde promiſed by our 
Lorde:of the which leſu 
for his mercie graunt 
ys our patt « 
Amen. 


394  Theliſe of Chriſt, 


Of the Transfigurationof our Lorde 
Jeſu on the mount of Thabor, 


The 30. Chapter. 


'<) Vr Lorde Iefſus defierous to 
ſtrengthen his diſciples in the 
ſedfaſt beliefe both of his diuinis 
tle: and humanitie , ſhewed 
ynto 


The life of Chrift, 305 
ynto them firſte how he was per- 

fe man, by hisliuinge amongſt 

them afrer the common courle 8& 

order of man , And that he was 

alſo perfe&t God, by the wonder: 

full miracles that he wroughte 

far ſurpaſsinge the nature and 

of man. And furche*c he had enfor=- 
med them and tould them that 
he ſhould as he was man, ſuffer a 
moſte painefull and opprobrious 
death, and afterwardes riſe vp 
ploriouſly againe to life as he was 
God . And when he had toulde 
them that he ſhould ſuffer many 
reproofes and iniuries in Ieruſa- 
lem, and at the laſte ſhould be pur 
to death and crucified, and that he 
ſhould riſe againe to life the third 
day, then he furcher concluded & 
ſaied, that there were (ome of the 
which were preſente, who ſhould 
noc fee deach yntill they had firſt 
leene the ſonne of mz (which was 
him ſelt) cominge in his kingdom 
that is toſfay,beheld himin his glo. 
rious apparitio & ſawe his huma- 
nity ſhin- 
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306 - Thelife of Chrift. 
thinninge in a wonderfull bright. 
nes, as they ſhould afterwardes 
behould | him in his heauenlie 
glory, | 
Wherfore to fulfill this pro. 
miſe ynto them,about eight daies 
after he tooke with him Peter, 
Iames, and Iohn as the goſpell 
witneſeth , and went vp intoa 
hill which was called Thabor 
and there he was transfigured 
before them , that is to fay alte- 
red and changed out of his 
common and ordinarie likenes, 
into that beautifull and glorious 
likenes wherin they ſhould be- 
hould him in his highe throane of 
maieltie. For his face and counte- 
nance did ſhine as brighte as the 
Sonne, and his garments were as 
white as Snowe. And preſently 
appeared Moites and Elias ſpea- 
kinge with him of his bleſſed paſ- 
fion , Which he was to ſuffer in 
Teruſale. In wkich glorious ſighte 
the Diſciples were rauſhed and 
fell into an extacie ; and ſaint 

| Peter 


briphe. 
Wardes 
aUCnlie 


S PIO. 
tdaies 
Peter, 
Oſpell 
intoa 
habor 
gured 
alte- 
" his 
nes, 
rious 
| be. 
ne of 
INte= 
; the 
e as 
ntly 
Pea” 
pal- 
r In 
hee 
nd 
int 
ter 


The life of Chriſt, 307 
Peter aboue the reſt, as quite for. 
rettinge all earchlie chinges, de- 
fiered (till co haue dwelled in that 
bleſſed place, and ſaied : Lorde it is 
gor4 that We ener abide andd vellhere, 
and ther ſore let vs make here three t4- 
bernacles,one ſor thee, one for Moyſes, 
and one for Elias. But he knewe not 
what he ſaied, in that he deſfiered 
to haue continued with our Lord 
leſa in that place of bliſle before 
hehad ſuffered the paine of death, 
which he toulde the befor he was 
firite to doe . And for that he 
would deuide thoſe three into 
particulars, which wereall onein 
ſpiritual ynderſtandinge, to wit, 
the law, the Prophettes, and our 
Lorde leſus. wherfore to. ſatisfie 
them, and co confirme ſaint Peter 
and the other Apoſtles in the af- 
ſured faith, of our Lorde Ielus, 
thathe was the true and eternall 
ſonne of God, as thoſe who 
were to heare and followe himin 


_ all chinges , a brighte clowde 


ouerſhadowed them, and out of 


the 


-- 


308 The life of Ch rift. 
the clowde came a voice from 
Ma.17. heauen fayioge: This is my Tell be 
loued Sonne in home 1 am Well pleaſel 
beare yee im , for he is the yerie 
way & the truth therfore follows 
him , he it is whom yee haue 
heard of in the lawe , which was 
ſignified by the perſon of Moiſes: 
whom yee haue heard preached 
by the Prophets , and was deno- 
ted by the perſon of Elias. 

And when the diſcip!es had 
heard this heauenly yoice procee- 
dinge from God the Father, they 
fell downe on the earthe ypon 
their faces tremblinge with great 
feare and dread; for the infirme na- 
ture and Weaknes of man could 
not endure that highe and feartull 
yoice, And then our Lord Iclus 
gently cooke them vp and wiiled 
them notto be afraid . And there 
with they lifcinge vp their eles, 
and lookinge about them ſave 
no body but him alone, And as 
they went downe the hill cur 
Lorde willed them that they 
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The bfe of Chriſt. 309 
hould tell no man what they 
had ſeene and heard, vncill che 
ſonne of man were riſen from 
deathe to life. And thus endech 
the proceſle of thegoſpell, where 
in are many notable thinges con- 
tained rouchinge the humblinge 
and defpiſsinge of our (clues, 

& toenflame vs with feruent 
deuotion, and the loue of 
God. which our ſweete 
Lorde and Saulour 
Teſus graunt vato 
ys. Amen. 
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10 The life of Chriſt, 


Of theSiche man healed at the Water 
in Ieruſalem called , Probatica 
piſcina, 


The 32. Chapter. 


if þ Here was 1n the citie of Ieru- 
| ſlalem a ſtandinge Water in 
maner of a ponde , cloſed abouc 
Wit: 


Eeril- 
er in 
bout 
witli: 


The life of Chriſt, 211 
with five doores, in the which 
water the theepe were waſhed 
that were offered vp in Sacritice, 
wherealſo accordinge to the opi=- 
nion of ſome holie Fathers, lay 
afterwardes hidden the tree of 
the holiecroſle. And in this place 
itbefel by miracle from God,that 
once in euerie yeare the ſaied 
water Was ſtirred and moued by 
an Angell which deſcended from 
heauen, and then he which could 
frſte get. Into the water after it 
was to troubled , was preſently 
healed of his infirmitte. wherfore 
great multitudes of fick and dis 
ſcaled people remained conti- 
nually ar thac water , expectinge 
tie mouingethereofby the Angel. 


Among which there was one ma 


lyinge on his bed who had bene 
licke of the paliie thircie eighre 
yeares , whom our Lorde Ieſus 
nealed ypo the Saboth day,askin 
him firſt if he would be healed, 
and chen willed him to take vp 
lis bzdde & walke, as the goſpell 
more 


212 Thelifeof Chiif, 
moreat lardge declarech. 

In this proceſle we may ſpe. 
cially note three particular thing 
for our edification. Firſte that our 
Lorde Ieſus asked the ſicke per 
fon whether he would be healed, 
or not; whereby weare piuen to 
vndezitand, that our Lorde will 
not beſtowe his ſpirituall guiftes 
of grace vpon vs, vnles we firſte 
hartelie will and defier the ſame, 
wherforeall (infull and obſtinate 
perſons which nether doe deſier 
of them ſelues, nor yet will give 
conſent to ſuch holie motions, as 
God inſpircth into them for their 
ſaluation, ſhall certainlie perrithe 
-- in theirfinne, and fo be damned 
with out exculc, For as ſaint Atl» 
guſtine faieth: He that madethee 
with out thee, willnot faue thee 
with out thee. 

T he ſecond thinge which 1s to 
be obſerued is, that ic behooueth 
vsto becarefull and diligent after 
webedeliuered and cleanfed from 
fiane, that we fall not wilfully 

: | agUnE 


F The life of Chrif. 313 
2paine therein, leaſte our offence 
for ſo doinge, bee afterwardes pu- 
niſhedofour Lorde with more ſe. 
that ow veritie : wherupon he ſaid tothe 
fcke man which he had reſtored: 
» healed Ml 60e thy Wajes and ſinne uo more, leafl loi. yr 
Worſe befall vnto thee . For often 
"de will times it hapneth thar our finne 1s 
| puiftes thecauſe of our bodilyinfirmities, 
we firſt 20d fo thoronghe pardon and re- 
e ſame, MW miſsion grated tothe ſoule, many 
bſtinateſffl times the bodie is healed of cor- 
x deſierÞ porall diſeaſes, 
yill give Thethirdechinge which is to be 
ions, as} noted is, that euil me yſually miſle 
or theirſ$ conſtrue the good workes of other 
perriſhe Wl men,and cake them in the worſer 
jamned} ſenſe, whereas good men doe the 
nt Au. contrarie. For thus the ewes full 
detheeFW ofenuie, when they ſawe the ſicke 
1e thee mamiraculoully healed of ourlord 
leſu,& bearinge away his bed vpo 
chis to the ſaboth day, asked him whoit 
ooueth MW Was that willed him to bear away 
f after W his bed;bur they asked not who it 
dfrom WY was that healed him: and (o could 
11fully W quikly carp at that which diſhked 
agUne | O . rhembut 


nan. an. 


_— — — 


MI 


® 
. 
- 
2d 
: by 
"7 © 00 
44 i 
7 
£00 
# *4£ 
| 4 +8 
S ©Y 
ail 
F ; 
\ 
' 


SEES 


' $<D-r—moS > 


OSV=.I , 
$4. + 2 - 
4 Sad p » , oo — a —_— TT ww 
o & 4 > " $ 
n ya Ds CE oe 
» @"> x." : 
- . , .- - 4 . y- 
: « Lat 4 : - 
a5 WH EAT » —_ 
_ _— ar S Ind oo 24 ee SE «- = PR 
” SE FI2 - IX 4 þ_— 7 $ 
< » =g/ go + P -- = cow 
i tt - 4 _ = 


- 2" 4 tt 2” Eg 5 0 II. es 


- = 
—_ 


14 The life of Chrift, 
a tooke no heede'co the good 
worke which was ſo commenda- 
bleand ſo manifeſtly done before 
them: & ordinarily thus they did 
in all the miracles of our Lorde 


Jeſu ; for in this maner doe all 


wicked men ſeeke to turne eucry 
thinge to the worlſte, which good 
men conuert vnto the bz{tz. For 
they which live in perfec charity 
and walke in the pathes of an 
vprighte life, interprere al thinges 
in the beſte ſorte and to theglorie 
of God, whetherit be proſperitie 
or aduerſitie, knowinge that no- 
thinge cometh to paſſe but by his 
holie will and ſufferance, & (oin 
all chinges they rezpe much en. 
creaſe otmerrit, yea ſo far forthe 
that of their owne finnes and of 
other mens,and of the temptacios 
of the diuell chey mak ſpirituall 
profit, as ſaint Bernard ſheweth 
in divers places. 

He who hath thegrace to take 
all thinge in good parte, & to ſup- 
poſeal chinges which God = 

en 
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ſend for the belte he ſhal be able co 
ſuffer many tribulations & temp- 
tations with a litlepaine , and by 
daily exerciſe obtaine in the end 
ſogreat reſte and peace of minde, 
that ſeldonie or never ſhall any 
thinge diſquiet or offend him, but | 
it will be verified in him which 
the wiſe man faieth : harſceuer 
befalleth to the righteous man u Shall 
not make bim ſorte. 

And here as — the 


_ Angell weare to vnderſtand, rhac 


the celeſtial ſpirits be as miniſters 
& met{ſengers berwene Aimighty 
God and deuovt foules, as.faint 
Berrard aiſo wi:neſeth, wherfore 
weovghte to reuerence and ho- 
northem: and for as mich asthey 
be cotinuaily preſent wich ys, we 
ſhould be caretul nether to thinke 
ſpeake, or doe any thinge which 
mighte offend them , for they be 
our keepers ordained of God, 
afld preatly deſier our good and 
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HoWv ear Londe Teſus caſt the buyer, 
and ſelers ſortbeof the Temple. 


The 32. Chapter. 


A T two ſeueral times, as the 

© goſpell doth teſtifie our Y- 
110urcaſte out of the Tempie che 
bers & theſe!lers which propha 


ned the + 


HYETS 
le, 


The life of Chriff, gry 
the ſame, and chat wich a ſcourge 
or whip made of cordes. Which 
deede ſurely amonge all the mira. 
cles that he wroughte ſeemech 
moſte ſtrange and wonderfull, 
For when he wroughte other mi. 
racles amonge them in which he 
euidenclie declared the power of 
his Gud head, yet thoſe wicked 
people, to witt the Scribes and 
Phar'ſes, & other obſtinate per- 
ſons made boulde neuertheles fo 
blaſpaeme and contemne him: 
but ar this time they beinge ga- 
ticred cogether in che Temple in 
great multitudes , and that at 
uch a.time as they helde great 
ſolemnities, they had nopower 
aallro reſfiſte or withitand him, 
And the reaſon was, for that his 
inward zeale and feruour was ſo 
great, ſeinge his heauenly Father 
to bediſhonored eſpeciallyin that 
place where he oughte to haue 
den worſhiped, cauſed him to ap- 
peare ſo dreadful in his conitenace 
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210 [De Bife of COrife, 

that they were wonderfully quai- 
ledand amazed, & had no power 
toreſiſte him, 

This example accordinge 
to the interpretation of faint 
Gregorie an other docQours is 
full dreadfull to be confidered 
of all men, but namely of tuch as 
are in officeand authoritie in the 
Church of God , and eſpecially 
ſuch as be religious perſons, who 
be placed in Gods houſe to ſerue 
him continually in deuout prayer, 
and other holie and fpirituall ex- 
erciſes. For ſuchas haue to doe in 
rhe Church oughre nor to be giife 
to couctouſnes, nor to bufie them 
ſclues, or megdle with worldlie 
marchandiſe, which if they doe 
they may luſtly feare the wrathe 

& indignation. of our Lorde 
air Tr 4 them, & to be caſte 
out of his grace in this 
life, & out of his euer- 
laſting glorie inthe 
life to come, 
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Ofthe receiuinge of our Lorde Teſu by 
 thetWo ſiſters Marieand Martba, & 
of to ſortes of lines pratiſed mthe 
Churche, Atine,and Contemplatine, 
ſe;nified by the aforeſaied Siiters, 


The z3. Chapter. 


[7 befell on atime thatour Lord 
leſus went with his diſciples 
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320 The life of Clrifl, 

to Bethanie, to a houſe which 
was named the Caſtell of the Sif. 
ters Martha and Marie, And they 
who loued him ſodeetlie , were 
exceeding gladand ioyfull of his 
cominge: And Martha the elder 
ſiſter who tooke the chardge and 
gouernment of the houſe, ſpeedy 
went about to prouide ſome 
meate for him and his diſciples, 
But hir ſiſter Marie forgettinge 
all corporal foode, and deſfieringe 
to feede hir ſoule with the feruet 
lone ofhir Sautour Ieſu, ſatt hir 
downe on the ground beſides his 
feere, fixinge hur harte and cogi- 
tation only ypon him, and atten- 
tively harkeninge vnto his bleſ- 
fed wordes and heauenly doc- 
trine. For our Lorde Ieſu, as 
his manner was , Woulde not 
any litle while be idle , but 
euer where he came would em- 
ploie him ſelfe with preachinge 
and teachinge che wofdes of 


 ecernall life, 


The life of Chrift, 32 
which And Martha who was bulie 
he Siſf. © in makinge ſome prouiſion for 
dthey © our Lorde and his diſciples, 

were ſcinge hir ſiſter Marie fittivge 
of his as it Were in idlenes, brooked 1t 
2 elder heauelie , and made hir com=- 
pe and plaine vnto him, as if he cooke 
eedly no heede or regarde ynto hir, 
ſome and praied him that he would 
ciples, © will hir Gſter to riſe and aſiſte 
tinge hir. , 


ringe And Marie fearinge leſte ſhe 
feruet F ſhould be commanded away and 
tt hir taken from that ſweete content= 
es his W ment and repoſe of ſoule which 
cogi- © the was in, ſpakenor bur bowing 
ten» downe hir face towardes the 


bleſ« F earth ſhe expected to heare what 
doc- our Lord would ſay. 


J, as Then our Lorde anſwered 
; not for hir and ſaied vnto Martha: 
, but Martha Martha thou art careful j,e.1q 
| em- and troubled about many thinges , 
unge F nexertbeles one thinge 15 neceſſanie, 
s of W for Marie bath choſen the better 


parte hich 5hail not be taken from 
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322 The life of Chrift. 

And herewith was Marie greatlie 
comforted, and ſo ſat more perſe. 
uerantly in hir former purpoſe, 
And hir fiſter Martha without 
ether enwie or grudginge was wel 
content with that aniwere, and 
willingely prepared each thinge 
as well as the was able. 

In this diſcourſe of the goſpel! 
accordinge to the lerter, there are 
mary notable thinges for our edi- 
fication , And hrſte the great 
gocdnesof our Lorde Ieſu, who 
vouchſafed to viſit that homely 
dwelling of theſe two fiſters 
Martha and Marie, and to take in 
good parte ſuch ſimple retection 
as they had prouided for them 
ſelues. Foras it appeareth wel by 

the layinge of Martha, how hir 
ſiſter did ler hir to {rue alone, 
that chere were nct a mulcictud of 
ſeruantes & by conſequence that 
there was No great varietie of 
meates or many delicate diſhes, 
and yer our Lorde came more 


commonly to tizat place to take. 
his 


reatlie 
perſe. 
rpoſe, 
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The [iſe of Chr} 323 
his bodely foode, then hedid to 
any other : which was eſpecially 
for the great loue and affection 
thac he had to Marie Magdalen 
afcer hir conuerfon, he knowin 
full well how deerlie then the 
lovedhim, : 

Here by we may perceluehow 
our Lorde leſus will eſpecially 
loueand viſit by grace, and alſo 
ſpiritually dwell with that ſoule, 
which by true repentance forſa- 
kech hir finne, and perſeuerantly 
keepech hir in hisloue & favour. 
Good lord to tainke howe gladde 
and ioyfull thoſe ewoſiſters were 
at that time of the comminge of 
that bleſſed gueſt ynto their Gt 
and principally Marie who loued 
him ſo much, for that ſhe had him 
with hir whom hir ſoule ſogreat- 
lie defiered. 

And hir ſiſter not knowinge 
how it ſtoode with hir, nor what 
ioy ſhe felc in hir barre, and ſeinge 
hir maners & behauiour fo greatiy 
chaunged, who was wont before 

O 6 ro 


324 The life of Chrift. 
to emploie hir ſelfe in all needful 
occaſions to helpe and aſfitte bir 
in the houſhould affaires, and 
now to haue no regarde there. 
ynto but ſitringe and atrendinge 
onely to the contemplacion of 
Jeſu , it did cauſe hir to mar- 
vell greatly there at, and therfor 
complained to our Lorde as is 
afore laied;yet not reprouinge hir 
ſiſter, as the common condicion 
of many women is to doe. 
Byrheſe two filters Martha & 
Marie, as holy men & DoQtours 


doe write, be ynderſtoode two 
maners of life practiſed by (piri- 
ruall perſons; that is to ſay, the 
one Actiue, the other Contem- 
platiue whereof there haue bene 
many treatiſes & large diſcourſes 
made by wy learned fathers; 


But ſpecially ſaine Bonauenture 
in his books of the life of Chritt 
maketh herofa learned diſcourſe, 
—_— co this purpoſe many 
notable places out of 5, Bernard. 
The which procelle —__ 

16 oF 


The life of Chriſt. 225 


it beverie good and fruitfull for 
religious perſons, neuertheles 
for chat it 15 not fo proper for the 
common and ſimple people, for 
whoſe profit tais book was prin - 
cipally entended , therefore we 
will paſſe them ouer more briefly 
talkinge only thereot ſo much as 
ſhall ſeeme expedient ynto vs for 
our purpoſe at this preſent. 

And firſte it is to be ynder. 
ſoode, as ſainte Bonauenture 
ſaieth , thac theſe ewo maner of 
lives, Active, & Contemplartiue; 
appertaineth eſpecially to fpiri- 
tuall perfons, (uchas are Prela« 
tes, Preachers, and other Reli. 
gious, And ſo he faieth , that the 
Attive life, which is ſignified by 
Marcha hach two partes or pro- 
perties. The firſte 1s, chat maner 
of life whereina mi doth chieflie 
endzagour him ſelf in that 
waich belongeth to his owne 
| ſpiricuall prontte , as in mor- 
| tifenge him ſelfe, ouercominge 
his vises,& obcaining of vertues. 
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_ deth tothe health of their ſoules, 


326 The life of Chriſt. 

The ſeconde parte of Acne life 

conſiſteth in this, when a man 

doch employe his labours in that 
exerciſe, which hath chiefly reſ- 
pect vnto the profit and good of 
others, alchough his owne merit 

enczeaſe allo greaclie thereby : to 

wic, togouerne,teache,or inltruct 

other men in that which redoun- 


as Paſtours Preachers, and all o- 
thers who haue this cure and 
chardge committed vnto them. 
And betweene theſe rwo partes 
of Actiuelife, ſtandech Contem- 
platiue life; for in this order a man 
oughtto endeuour  firlte by ap- 
plyinge him ſelfe in the exercile 


of deuout prayer, in the ſiudie of 


the ſacred Scriptures , abd tuch 
other good workes as tend to tlie 
amendment of his owne life. Se- 
condly in gettinge the victore 
ouer his vices, and gayninge of 
vertues, And thirdly co rejt am 
ſelfe in Contemplation, that1is co 
fay in lolituds, at che lealte in 
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The life of Chriſt, 327 
harte, vtterly forſakinge al world- 
lieaffaires and continually med:-' 
tatinge one God and heauenly 
thinges . And thus beinge well 
pertitted in theſe ewo vertuous 
exerciſes, and hauinge his owne 
ſoule illuminated with heauenly 
grace, and wich che ſpiritua'l de- 
er of other mensprotit, then may 
he ſafely take ypon him the office 
and gouernment of others, 

Saint Bonauenture alleageth 
many authoricies out of ſaint Ber- 
narde for the proofe of chis mat- 
ter: Firſte of che Actiue life, as it 
is profitable to our (elues. The 
ſecond of Contemplatiue life. 
And che thirde of the more per- 
fe eſtate of Actige lite as it Is 
profitable to ochers, By which 
meanes and degrees there be fery 
perſons (che more is the pittie) 
thatattaine ynco his ſtare of per- 
feRtion: which is the cauſe thac 
inthis time there be many both 
men and womse2a in tie ſtate of 
Concemplaciue life, as Anchorites 


Here 


328 The life of Cbrift. 
Hermites , and other Recluſes, 
that knowe not effc Aually what 
Contemplation 1s, for that they 
haue net firſte well practiſed 
them lelues in*the vertuous arte 
of Aftiue life : which truly is a 
thinge perrillous and fearefull, to 
be 1n a ſtate of perfeAtion, and to 
hauerchename of holines, as cheſe 
Recluſes haue, vnles their life & 
ſpirituall exerciſes be anſwerable 
thereunto, 

Sainte Gregorie ſaieth that 
there be many thatflie the world 
andenter into religion, but here- 
witha] are not __ exerciſed in 
yertues, & therfore ſometimes it 
falleth out that the more they 
live at eaſe from outward pertur- 
bation, the more they offende 
by their idlenes and in warde dil- 
tration. Andof ſuch perſons as 
ſpend their howers and timein 

outhfullnes,the Prophet leremy 

2 in his lamentations ſpeaketh 1n 
\Iecem. this maner. Viderant illam hoſies 
G deriſerunt Sabbatha cizs, that - ro 
ay: 
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The life of Chriff, 329 
fay:The wicked ſpirittesand eni- 
mies of mikinde, perceiuinge the 
livinge of ſuch idle ſoules, laughe 
co ſcorne their dayes of reit. For 
when they are remoued from 
worldly bufines , and are ſup- 

ſed to ſerue our Lorde in a 
more perfect eſtate of holines, 
liuinge in idlenes they are ſo 
much the more in Seruitude 
ynder the tirranie of the wicked 
enimie. 

The ſme holie Father Saint 
Gregorie, in the ſame booke ha« 
uinge ſpoken of theſe two liues, 
Ate, and Conteplatiue, faierh: 
That a mans ſoule thoulde firſt be 
made cleane fromall yaineglorie 
and worldlie deleation that fo 
he may bz raiſed vp to the highte 
of diuine contemplation , In 
figure and token whereof, when 
God gauethe lawe vnto Moiles, 
the common people were fore . 
bidden to come nere vnto the 
hill: to ſignifie vnto vs, that they 


who be weake of ynderltading & 
haue 


330. The hfe of Chriſt. 

haue their defers fixed on baſe & 
earthlie chinges, ſhould not pre. 
ſumetoclymbe yon to this lpi- 
ritual mounraine. And further. 
more declaringe how they ſhould 
firſt proue them (elues to be able, 
that would aſcende to the Con- 
templatiue life, ſaieth: char firſt ir 
behooueth that they proue them 
ſelues by exerciſe of vertues in the 
fielde of Actiue life, That is to fay, 
that they have laboured © far in 
in ouercominge and mortifinge 
them {elues, that they offerno in= 
turie to their neighboures : that 
they can ſuſtaine paciently all 
wronges and abules : that they 
feele no loy or inward content- 
ment when any temporal goodes 
fall ynto them, and againe benot 
heauie and deleted when they 
are taken from them: if they feele 
in their ſoules the loue of ſpiritual 
thinges ſo ſtronge, thatic ouer- 
cometh and putteth out of their - 
harees, the affection and imagi- 


nation ofall carthlie thinges: for 
in 
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in this wiſe thoſe which eouetto 
xtaine to that thinge which is 
far aboue their nature, oughre 
frſte to ouercomethem felues of 
that whichthey beby nature, all 
this aierh ſaint Gregorie. 

And agreeable hereunto faieth 
faint Bernard, and many other 
doRours, that whoſo will artaine 
ynto Contemplatiue life, he muſt 
frite be well practiſed and exerci- 
ſedin Atiue life. In figure wherof 
iscommonly alleadged the ſtorie 
of the two daughters of Laban, 
thewhich Tacob tooke to be his 
wrues: Wherof the elder was Lia 
who was bleereeyed, but plenti- - 
fullin beavinge of children , by 
whom was fignified Actiue life. 
The younger was Rachaell who 
was faire and louely, but yet was 
barraine,, by whom was betoke- 
ned Contemplatine life, And al+ 
thoughe that Iacob loued Ra- 
chae!l better then Lia, and deſic- 
red firſte to haue had hir to wite 


| for his ſeauen yeares ſeruice, ne» 
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332 The life of Chrift. 
uertheles he was copelled to take 
firſte the elder fiſter Liaz to ſhew 
to ys that the Actiue lif 1s alwaies 
perferred befor che Con:eplatiue, 
as we haue often before declared, 
And here note that they who 
bein AGiiuelife hauc example by 
Martha of a moſte neceffarie ver- 
tue, whichis Charitie. And that 
as touchinge them ſelues,they ca- 
refully auoide all mortall ſinne, 
for elſe our Lorde Ieſus will not 
dwell in cheir houſe nor yer ac- 
cept their ſeruice. Againe that 
they nether miſdeeme nor deſpiſe 
others, which peraduenture doe 
not ſo many yertuous workes in 
external ſhew as them ſelues: for 
none can diſcerne the ſecret iud- 
ements of our Lorde,whoas we 
ce preferred the hidden and in- 
ward zeale of Marie fictinge at 
his feece in ſilence, before all the 
reat labourand buſie ſeruice of 
ir fiſter Martha: which was be- 
cauſe of the feruet louz ſhe had in 


concemplation of him;& yet _ 
the 
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the ſeruice and worke of Martha 


both acceptable vnto him, and 
alſo meritorious ynto hir. 
Furthermore hereis to be no- 
ted that not withſtandinge the 
reat *commendacion of our 
Lorde Teſus genen vnto Marie 
in preferinge the parte which 
ſhe had choſen , yet Martha grut= 
ched not at that which was al- 
lotted to hir , - but continued 
forward hir maner of life and 
cuſtomary ſeruinge of our Lorde 
leſu & his diſciples, as ſaint Iohn 
witneſechin his goſpell : which 
was to fignitie that hethar is cal- 
led of God tothe ſtate of Aﬀtiue 
life, ſhoulde houlds him ſelf con- 
tented without grudging or con- 
tradition, For as much as of thoſe 
which ſtand in ether of theſe rwo 
eltaces of life in this world, God 
only knoweth who ſhal be exal- 
ted before the other in the king- 
dome ofhis glory. And chus much. 
concerning Martha & the Actiue 
life ww hich 1s fionifed by br. 
Minvy 
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334 The life of Chrift, 

Now as touchinge Conten. 

platiue life, he that 1s placed in 
that eſtate, hath example by Mz 
ric of three notable yercues. Firſt 
of Meeknes which is ynderſtoode 
by the lowe fittinge or Marieat 
the feete of our Lorde and $a. 
utoure, for ynles this foundation 
be truely laiedin the harteof him 
that is in this degree, and that he 
_ not ofhis owne holines, 

ut perfectly deſpiſe him (elfein 
his owne fighte , certainly his 
buildinge of co:atemplation beit 
neuer ſo highe will nor ſtande 
ſedfaſtly, bur at euery litle winde 
of aduerſitie wil fal downeco che 
grounde. 

The ſecond vertue anſwera- 
ble to the former, is Pacience, to 
witt in ſufferings ail falſe (uſpi- 
tions, reproofes, ſcornes and all 
kinde ot con.emprtes , commit- 
tinge euer by mecknes in harte 
his cauſe to his Aduocacte Chrilt 
Ie, witiout diſpleaſure or anſ- 
were agaiae , asthis bleſſed Mag- 

dalen 


The life of Chrif, 35 
2 dalen did when the Phariſe mi{li. 
-ontem. BW ied and reproued hir, hir owne 
laced in ſiſter complayned of hir, and one 
by Mz of the diſciples had indignation 
es. Firſts againſte hir, | 

erſtoode The thirde vertue is Silence, 
Marie a W which is very neceflarie for a 
and $a- Concemplaciue perſon, whereof 
ndation ſ (6 gaue (o notable example that 
eof him Wi: i; not to be founde in all the 


| that he goſpel that the began to ſpeake a 

holines, worde before the reſurrection of p 

| (elfein F our Lorde leſuy{aue onely once at wY 
:nly bis Bf che raiſing ofhir brother Lazarus, ure d 
on bet hot withſtandinge the grear loue T3 
© ſtande 3 


our Lorde lefu thewed yito hir, 
and againe the greatcontentment 
thatſe tooke in } is wordes and 
boly doqtrine, which in reaſon 
might ſeemeto moue hir to ſpeak 
tie more bouldly, | 
Finally who ſo defiereth to 
knowe the fruite of vercuous Si- 
l:nce,and hath affection and de- 
| lierto leade a contemplatiue life, 
without dout he ſhall be berter 
tupnte by practiſe aud expe- 
| rience 


e winde 
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336 _ The life of Chrift, 
rience, then by any other inſtr 
Aion or arteof man , Wherfo 
fainte Bernarde and many oth 
holie Fathers doe carefully con 
mend: this vertue of Silence, e 
pecially to Recluſes and ſuch ; 
doe leade a Contemplatiue lif 
who haue with the bleſſed Mat 
Magdale made chois ofthe betr, 
parte, Ofthe which parteonr 
Lord & Sauiourleſusgraiit 
vs our portion 1n the 
kingdome of his ce- 
; leltiall glorte, 
: Amen. 
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Of the raifinge vp of La7 arws, and 
of other rv 0 deadbodzes frem 
death 10 life, 


The 34 Chapter. 


Monge many other miracles 

* which ourlord Teſu wrought 
here yp on earth, the raiſing vp of 
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68 The life of Chriſt, 

azarus is highlie to be conſide- 
red:not only tor the ſoueraigne 
miracleic ſelte,but alſo in reſpee 
of many notable thinges that 
hapned there in , and diuers mi- 
ſeries which it cotained, wherof 
faint Auguſtin very learnedly 
writeth ar lardge vpon the ſame 
gofpell, of the which we will 
briefly {peake, as the grace of our 
Lordelelus (hall aſiſte vs. And for 
as much as the goſpell maketh 
mention of three dead bodies 
Which were raiied by our Lorde 
from death to life, of the which, 
tiwo of the firite are not ſpoken of 
in this aforlaied creatiſe, therfore 
it ſeemeth conuenient ynto our 
purpoſe ſomewhat to touche the 
matter in this place, 

Firite theretore we are to vn- 
derſtande that as all the deedes of 
our Lord Iefu which he wrouglt 
accordinge to his manhoode, 
were done for our examole to 
tollowe him therin,as in mezknes 
pouerrie, patienceand {uch other 


I:t, » 


The life of Chriſt. 369 
nlide- WF like yertues, fo in the miracles 
raigne W one by vertue of his -godhead, 
elpete ©} wecan not imitate him, & ther- 
Ss that fore oughte humbly to yeeld our 
rs Mi- I} belecte,& only to ſeeke to knowe 
wherot WI ite ſence and ghoſtlie meaninge 
rnedly WF ,fthem. For miracles whichthen 


e lame F ore wroughte ypon bodies,and 
ewillÞ;.. bodily maner,benow more 
of our vlually wrought vpon our ſoules 
\ndfor .:d in a {pirituall maner. And 
naketh WY ..Gint A uguſtin very wel ſaieth, 
bodies YI þ; thoſe three bodies which our 
Lorde Suiour leſus raiſed from death 
which, Wl ., 1ics , be vnoeriloode three 
ken of F ©::ner of dead ſoules, the which 
nertore thoroughe his eſpeciail goodnes 
0 OV and mercie he raiteth euery day 
che tne Fl \1to his grace. 

Now as the goſpell maketh 
tOYN-IN mention,the firſie which he rat- 
edes or 1 was the daughter of the go- 
rouglilt FT iernor of the Sinagouge who was 
100A MN ceaſed and laydead within the 
aple 10 WI 1s - by whom is vncerftode 
1ecknes Wl 1.vdlie finne by inward conſent. 
h other 


The ſecond dead body wiuch he 
P23 CEu: = 


1:1, = 


I nn rare ern 


370 The life of Chriſt, 
reuiued was the widdowes Sonne 
which was carried dead vpon the 
Beere wich out the gates of the 
Citie; by whom is figaitied mor 
tall finne performed by ourward 
acte, And rhe third dead body 
which he raiſed was Lazarus 
who had bene four dayes buried, 
by whom is denoted deadly ſinne 
in longe culiome , Forif we duly 
conſider that linne is the death of 
the (oule , we {hall then eaſely 
finde that the is mortally flaine 
therewith in one of theſe three 
maners. 

Firſte by the conſenc of the wil 
the ſoule inwardly conlentinge 
todoe that which is forbidden by 
God, alchoughe che ſame be not 
performed in outward ace. As 
for example of the ſinne ofJulte, 
wherof our Lorde (peakinge in 
the goſpel, faieth : T-boſcener [0+ 

ethon 4 © oman'With defier of concu- 
Piſcence hath alreadie committed adul- 
gerieW ith bir m bis harte , and al- 
thoaghe the deede doe not ime- 
| diately 


zonne 
»n the 
»f che 
mor 
-ward 
body 
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utied, 
: finne 
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The life of Chriſt, 271 
diately foliowe,yetis he accoun- 
ted asa fornicatour, and his ſoule 
is killed & llaine thoroughe chat 
conſent, | 

This maner of ſpirituall death 
is vnderfiood by the firſte dead 
body reſtored by our Lorde 
within the houſe ,, which was 
the daughter of the ruler of the 
Sinagouge ; of whom the goſpell 
faieth , that he came to our 


Lorde ITefſus prayinge him that 


he would youchſfate to come to 
this heuſe and to heale his daugh- 
ter who lay ficke. And as our 
Lorde ( who of his endles 
roodnes and mercie WaSECuer rea 
dic to helpe all thoſe that truly 
ſeeke vnto him) was goinge with 
him towardes his houſe, worde 
was broughte ynto the Ruler, 
that his daughter was dead , and 
therfore that he thould not 
auſs the Maiſter ( our Lorde - 
lefus) to trauaill any further in 
raine : for they ſuppoſed that 
is was able to heale the ſicke. 
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72 The life of Chriſt, 
ut not to raifethe dead. Neucr- 
theles our B. Lorde refuſed not 
for their vnbeleife to deciare his 
mercie and goodnes vnto them, 
tut Willed the father not to 
dout , but ſedfaſtly to beleeue, 
And when he came vnto the 
houſe, and founde as the faſhion 
was, many weepinge and mour- 
ninge, with doleful muſicxe, and 
other ſolemnities for hirexequies, 
he ſaied vntothem : 7: eepe nor, for 
the maiden is not dead but ſleepeth; 
whereupon they laughed him to 
{corne, for they ynderſ{toode not 
what he meant to doe,for though 
ſhe ſeemed dead ynto them , ne- 
uertheles co him that was of 
mighteto raiſe and make hir to 
live, ſhe did indeed but onely 
ſleepe. Then putinge forthe all 
that were in the chamber except 
the father and the mother, and 
his owne Apoſtles, Peter , Iames, 
and Iohn, our Lorde lefus willed 
the maiden to ariſe, and preſently 
the roſe yp from death to life,and 

aiter 
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after did eate and was perfectly 
healed. 

This is the procefſe of thegoſpell 
accordinge to the ſence of the 
letter, the which may likewiſe 
be taken in a miſticall '& ſpirituall 
interpretation . Firlte that as our 
Lorde ratſed vp this daughter 
bodliy, at the praier , and by the 
faithe of hir Father, ſo he raiſeth 
ſpiritually the ſoules which are 
dead by finne to the life of grace, 
tzorough the prayer of holie men, 
and the faithe of the Churche, 
and as our Lorde leſus ſpared 
not for the vnbeliefe and ſcor- 
ninge of others, to aſiſte and 
healpe him who asked his grace, 
{o ſhould no man ſpare any paines 
toprofit other mens ſoules:eſpe- 
cially Paſtours of the Church 
ought not to forbeare to preache 
Goddes worde when it belogeth 
to their office, to the raiſinge and 
reſtoringe of dead ſoules to new- 
nes of lite, thoughe ſome ſhold 
caunce to ſcorne and reprooue 
P 4 them, 


374 The life of Chriſt, 
them. For as faint Auguſtine 
faieth : Ir ofcen hapneth chat a 
man Which is dead by full coſent 
to bnne , bythe preachinge of 
Gods worde hath compunction 
in his harte forthe ſame, and as 
thoughe he heard our Lorde to 
bidde him ariſe, fois he raiſed in 
his ſoule by repentance tro death 
to life. Andrthis is the firite maner 
of deadly finne, andeaſfſeſt to rile 
out of by grace, which is betoke. 
ned by the firſte dead body, raiſed 
by our Lorde Ieſu in the houſe 
as aforeſaied, Not withſtandin 
this manerof deadly finne which 
is only in conſent, is yet moite 
p*erillous if it longe abide in vs, 
eſpecially if it be ſpicituall ſuch 
as for example is Pride,orenuie: 
for when finne is ſuffered tore- 
maine as ſaint Gregorie faieth, 
ſuch is the burthen thereof, that 
with the great waighte , it 
quickly draweth after it an 0- 
ther greater , and at the laſt of 
one becometh many . But now 
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The life of Chrift, 375 
paſſe we to ſpeake of the rai. 
linge. vp of the ſecond dead 
body. | 

Our Lorde Ieſus cominge to 
acitie that was called Naim, 
and his diſciples allſo with. 
him, he mete without the gate 
ofthe ſame a dead bodie carried 
ypon a Beere, to be buried beinge 
the only Sonne of a widdowe, 
who came in company of the 
Corle, & many people of the citie 
with hir, And our Lorde hauinge 
compaſs1on vpon the great ſor= 
rowe of the Woman , moued 
of his goodnes and endles mer- 
cie, bidde hir that ſhe ſhould 
not weepe , and then goinge , 
nighe and touchinge the Beere, 
they which did beare it ſtand- 
inge ſtill, he faied to the dead 
bodie in theſe wordes : TYounge 
man I ſay to thee ariſe , And there 
with he roſe from death to life, 


and went on his feete and be- 


gan to ſpeake, and fo deliuered 
lim to his mother aliue, 
E And 


Luc.7. 4 
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2376 The life of Chrift. 
And thus far in effe&t are the 
wordes of the goſpell. 

O Lord Ieſu Chriſt how great 
is thy mercie which is caily 
ſhewed to finfull perſons ? for as 
thou didelt raiſe that dead body 
which was goinge to be buried 
before any petition Was made 
ynto thee, ſo thou reuiuelt daily 
thoſe that be deceaſed in fſoule 
by greueous ſfinnes committed a- 
gainite thee, as by the finnes of 
Pride, of Gluttonie, of Carnal:- 
tie, of Couetouſnes, and other 
great offences both bodily and 
vhoſtlie,cuen giueinge thy grace 
ofc times vnro vs before it be de- 
manded. And forour further int- 
tructioh:re we muſt note that if 
a deadly finne be openly knowen 
tothe euiil example and ſeandall 
of others, then is it neceſſarie we 
doe open pennance for the ſame, 
according as th2 Church of God 
in this caſe hath ordained, and as 
our Lorde gaue example in that 


open raiſinge of that dead body, 
who 
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The life of Chriff, — 277 
who was openly carried to be bu. 
ried, andin the preſence of all the 
people. 

Now to ſpeake of the raiſfinge 
ofthe thirde dead bodie,that is to 
fy of Lazarus toure dayes depar= 
ted. And for as much as in this 
deed of our Lorde there be many 
worthy thinges to be obſerued, 
therfore let ys here recolle& our 
ſences and imaginations as if we 
were bod:ly preſent with him & 
his diſciples & with that blefled 
and deuout company, to witt , 
Lazarus, Marcha, and hir ſiſter 
Marie Magdalen. Firſte therfore 
we ſhalcal co minde the contents 
of the chapter next going before: 
How vpon a day when our Lord 
was walkinge in the Temple, in 
theplace which was called Sala- 
mons poarche, the wicked Iewes 
gathered about him like raue- 
ninge wolues, with great rage 
and anger againſt him , vrginge 
him wich chis demande and 
layinge; HoW longe Wilt thou holde 

P 6 ys in 


378 The life of Chrift.” 

vs in ſuſpence and in dout What thog 

art, for if thou be Chriſt by dooſt thig. 
n0t teil v5? This they asked with 

a falſe and malicious intent, to 

ths endthat ifhe had openly af. 

firmed that he had bene Chritll, 

thatis ro lay theanointed kinge, 

then for to haue taken him and 

acculed im asa traitour to Cea- 

far the Emperour of Rome, 

wherforeour Lorde IeſusChriſt, 

knowinge their wicked imagi- 

nation, tempered his wordes 

With great wiſdome, and as an 

Innocent lambe amonge fo many 

treacherous wolues, ſoberly, and 

mcekly made them this an{were 

fayinge: 1 have ſpoken vnto you, but 
You belecue me nor,but the Wor; Which 
I dee in the name of my Father shall 
beave Wwitnes of me What Iam. And 
after vwhen he faied: I and my 
Father am al! one, they tooke vp 

ſtones to haue ſtoned him as a 

blaſphemer . And when our 

Lorde had conuinced th:m by 
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| holie Scripture that they could 


not contradict him, in requitall 
of his meeke wordes and reaſo- 
nable anſwere, they encreaſed 
more in rage and malice againſt 
him. But ior as much as che 
time of his paſsion was not yer 
come, and for to giue ys exam= 
ple of patience, and to piue place 
vnto anger, he wich drewe 
him ſelte from them, and went 
b:yond Iordan in ro the 
place where faint Iohn Bapti- 
le4 , abouc | (ome eighteene 
myle from leruſalem , where 
he remained a while with his 
diſciples. 

Soone after this time , as 
tne gofpell ſheweth verie fitly 
to our purpoſe, Lazarus, the 
brother of Marcha and Marie 
fell yery ſore ſicke , wherefore 
lis two ſiſters ſent worde to 
our Lorde Ieſu where he was in 
tieaforfaied place beyonds l[or- 
dan,fayingeto him in this maner. 
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280 The liſe of Chriſt. 

LoLorde La? arus 3: hom thou lone! i 
fallen fiche, And fo they faied no 
more, for they were aſſured that 
this ſuffiled co kjm who loued 
him fo much, and ſo well vnder- 
ſtood their. meaninges : they 
knowing the malice of the Iewes 
againit him, and how a litle betor 
they would haue ſtoned him to 
death, durſt not expreſtly requelt 
him tocome vntothem, but com- 
mitted it wholy ynto his owne 
will and pleaſure. And Teſus ſaied 
vnto them : This infirmitie it not to 
death hut for the further glorie of God, 
that the Sonneof God may be honzred 
thereby. . | 
The goſpell ſateth that he 
gaue chisanſwere vnto thoſe that 
were ſent but it ſpecifieth not 
who the parties were : for it ap- 
peareth that the ſiſters were not 
at that time preſent bur far of 
from him; neuertheles it is plaine 
that he made this anſwere ſpea- 
kinge ether to the meſſengers, 0! 
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The life of Chriſt, 28r 
icis more likely , O Lorde what 
comfort was this co the ſiſters, 
when they rec2iued theſe wordes 
fromour Lorde Teſus : Thar the 
inairmitie was not to death . Vn- 
deritanding peraduecure hereby, 
that hir brother ſhould not at that 
time die by chat infirmitie : but 
what dilcomforte was it vnto 
tiem aſterwardes when he was 
dead and buried, nor imagining 
that our Lord meanc of that glo- 
rious maner of raifinge of him 
waich atterwardes enſued , Ne- 
vercheles the forrowe and griefe 
waich they ſuffered in che meane 
me, was ſhortly turned into far 
more comfort and ioyethen they 
expected. For ftirſte whereas they 
wouid haue had him preſerued 
from deathe. and only healed of 
his infirmitie,it fell our far other= 
wiſe then they expeRed, which 
indezd full often hapnech ynto 
tizm whom God loueth, and 
whom he permitteta to bein tri- 
bulation, not grauntinge them 

pre» 
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preſently that comforte which 
they defier , but ſuffereth them 
for awhile to be in ſome diſpaier 
of their petition: and after when 
his holy will and pleaſureis, he 
fultilleth rheir requeſt much bet- 
ter then they could withe, and 
turneth their heauines into more 
loy, then they could ether haue 
choughte or imagined. 

But to returne tothe proceſle 
of the goſpell . After that our 
Lorde was thus certified of the 
ſicknes of Lazarus, and had alſo 
anſwered as aforefaied : yet Ie» 
mained he ſtill in the ſame place 
for the ſpace of two dayes , and 
then he fied ynto his diſciples: 
Let vs Teturne againe in to Tevrie, 
And they afraide at theſe wordes 
faied vnto- him ; Maſter thou 
knoweſt righte well that lately 
the Iews would haue ſtonedchee 
there, & now wilt thou goethi- 
ther againe? And then ſells ans 
wered vnto the ſayinge : Be there 
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he had faied, why be yee afraide, 
and ſuppoſe rhat rhe lewes conti- 
nue in their malice {till , knowe 
yee not chat as oite as the howers 
change in the day, fo ofte mans 
harte & purpoſedoth chaunge & 
yarle ? Saint Auguſtine giuethan 
other explication of the wordes, 
laying: T hat by the day,our Lord 
ynder!toode kim lelfe, and by the 
twelue howers of the day , his 
rwelue diſciples: and that here 
he reprehended their misbeliefe, 
and feare they had of his death 
which his plealure was to ſuffer, 
&for that they would take vpon 
them to giue counſaile to him, as 
men ynto God, diſciples to their 
maſter, the ſeruates to their Lord: 
wherfor as in ſome ſorte blaming 
the,our lorde ſaied wvnto the: Are 
there not tMelue howers in the day? 
who fo walketh in the day he 
offendeth not nor erreth nor, 
followe you me if you will 
not erre, for ſeinge I am the 
day and yee the howers , cuen 
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384 The life of Chriſt. 
in comonreaſonthe howeres doe 
followe the day and not the day 
the howers,and therfore it ye wil 
not offende nor erre, ſee that yee 
tollow e me 

Afterthis communication our 
Lorde leſus knowinge in {pirite 
that Lazarus was dead, ;aied ynto 
them : Lazarus our frend ſleepeth, 
but I will goe to awake him and 
toraiſe him vp from ſleepe. And 
the ciſciples vnderſtandinge his 
wordes as of naturall . reit and 
fleepe , ſated: Sir if he ſleepe it is a 
good token and ſigne that he may 
recouer his ficknes But our Lord 
leſus ſpake of his death which 
they vnderitood not. And here 
we may ſee in what familiar and 
homely forte he ſpake with his 
diſciples, and as jt were poſeth 
them with harde ſpeeches and 
queſtions, but afterwardes de- 
claringe vnto them moſte openly 
that which before he ſpake 1n 
miſterie, ſayinge + L47 ar#s i 44d 
and I am glad for your ſabes, that 
therby 


The life of Chriſt, 285 
therby your beliefe may be en« 
creaſed & ftrengthned,knowinga 
that 1 was not there in the time 
cf his death, and ſo the rather be. 
leeue that Iam the Sonne of God 
when you ſhall ſee him reſtored 
2caineto life, 

Thenour Lord with his di(ci- 
ples came vnto Bethanie , and 
when the ewo ſiſters had worde 
of his cominge, Martha preſently 
went out to meetehim,but Mary 
remained ſtill at home yncill ſhe 
was after called by the commad- 
ment of Teſus. And here it ſee- 
meth by theſe two ſiſters Martha 
and Marie, who diuerſhe went 
out to meete our Lorde Ieſu, that 
the wordes of the Evangeliſt S. 
lohn, haue here a ſpirituall mea- 
ninge as they haue in other pla- 
ces, ſignitiinge the diuers condi- 
tions belonginge to them chat 
liuvein theſe two former eſtates, 
that isto ſay, of Actiue,and Con- 
templatiue life, For there is no 
dout but that Marie loued Teſts 
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as much as Martha did or more, 


"was as glad of his cominge,as for- 


rie tor hir brothers death , ndas 
feruently deliered his life as hir 
filter did: why then went ſhe not 
out to meete our Lorde when hir 
ſiſter went? bur only tor example 
that they which be in the ſtate of 
Contcemplatiue life, may not take 
vpon them the workes of mercie 
corporal, as to goe to comfort the 
ficke, ro viſit them that bein pri- 
ſon, to feede the hongrie, cloathe 
the naked, or to preache or teach, 
or to miniſter the Sacramentes, 
or the like ynles they be called 
out by the authoritie of the 
Church , which may commande 
them in the name of Teſus ſpiri- 
tuallie, as Marie was comman- 
ded bodelie. 

Now ſhe remaininge thus at 


home , and hir fiſter Martha 


goinge foorth as aforeſaied, 
when ſhe mett with or Lorde 
ſhe fell downe at his feete and 


Ioa.t ſajed: Lorde if thou hadeſt bene here 
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- The life of Chriſt, 28 
my brother had not bene dead, —_ 
tieles | knoite that hatſoemer thou 
doeſt asheof Grdur Will be gruen vmo 
thee. She was nor ſo boulde as 
to decjare openly art the tirlt, 
what ſhe inwardly detiered , as 
to ſay: I pray thee Lorde reltore 
my brother from death to life ; 
for ſhe knewe not whether ir 
were expedient, nor whether it 
were our Sautours wil hir bro- 
ther ſhould be raiſed or not, and 
therfore ſhe placed hir wordes 
diſcreetly ſayinge in this maner: 
O Lorde I knowe rigl:te well 
that thou canlt raiſe him if chou 
pleaſe , and thertoreif ic bechy 
will ic thall be done , buc whe- 
ther thou wile haue it fo or 
otherwiſe , that.1 wholy com- 
mit to thy pleaſiire and nor to 
my preiumpiion , Ten leſus 
fated vnto hir, that hir brother 
ſhould be raiſed from death to 
life, ſpeakinge in ſuch ſorce that 
bis wordes mighte be taken two 

manger 
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338 The life of Chrift, 
maner of wayes the which he did 
for to proue hir beliefe of the final 
reſurre&ion, not ſpecitinge whe« 
ther he would raite him at that 
time crno, And therfore Martha 
an{wering to that which ſhe was 
moſte ſureſt of according to hir 
faith, faied, that ſhe kne'1e right 
well that he ſhould riſe againe in 
the generall reſurre&ion at the 
day of Iudgment. Then our Lord 
asked hir, wherher ſhe belceued 
that he was the reſurrection and 
the life euerlaſtinge of all thoſe 
that belecued ſtedfaſtly in him; 
whereunto ſhe anſwered: I b:leve 
that thou art Chriſt the Synne of the 
lininge God, Who art come into 
this worlde for our ſaluation. 
And by and by after he tent for 
hir ſiſter, and at his commandmer 
ſhe went and called hir, {ayinge: 
Our Maſler u come and aseth fot 
thee. And here may we conſider 
the exceedinge loue of our Loxde 
vnto Marie, inthat as the goſpel 
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whereas Marcha firſte met with 
him, and would not begin to doe 
any thinge cocerninge the raiſing 
of Lazarus , vntill che time that 
Marie was come, which newes {o 
ſoone as the heard, ſhe preſccly roſe 
yp & went ynto him, & fallinge 
down at leſus feete with weeping 
teares, {aied vnto him as hir ſiſter 
had done before. And behould 
our Lorde ſeeinge his ſweet dear- 
ling (o greatly to weepe and la- 
ment for the death ofhir brother, 
could nor him lelfe forbeare to 
letfal his ſacred teares. At which 
lighte hir ſiſter wept, thediſciples 
wept, and the {ewes alſo who 
were preſent were mo2ued to 
weepe, And here let ys conſider 
tires ſpeciall cauſes which mo- 
u:d our Lorde fo doe to. Firlt he 
veptefortheexceeding loue that 
be had to Marie , to hir fiſter 
Martha, and to their brother La- 
zarus tor Whom they were ſo 
heauie . Secondly to thew the 
prgeouſies of our iniquities, and 

| of 
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of the death of our ſoules thoroy 
ghe mortal finne if we continu 
13 tae ſame, ſignified by Lazary 
foure dayes dead and buried, 
T hirdly he wepte for the intide. 
liciz of thoſe which were there 
who partly beleeued thar he 
could haue preferued him from 
death, but nor that he could rel. 
tore him co life beinge decea- 
ſed: wherfore if wenow duely 
conſider how our Lorde Icſus 
weepeth, the fiſters weepe, the 
lewes doe wepe, and the oiſci- 
ples alſo weepe, verely we may 
be ſtirred to great compaſs.on& 
ſorrowe,at the leaſt in o'r ſoules, 
for our griveous ſinnes Which 0 
cuſtome we haue long time wal- 
lowed in without remorce or 
repentance. For here we may 
piaithy* ſee how hardly we cat 
riſe out of them, which our Lotd 
Teſus ſheweth by the greac diffi- 
cultie, weepinge, and groanirge 
which here he made, in fo muct 


that he groaned two (cueraltimes 
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The life of Chriſt. 397 
in ſpirit before he raiſed him co 
lie, Giueinge vs example , as 
ſaint Auguſtine ſaieth 2 Thac 
if we be ouer-charged with che 
heauie ſtone of deadlie finne, 
we muſt groane in ſpirit, and 
inwardly fighe ih our ſoules in 
the ſelfe ſame maner ; acknow- 
ledginge our ſelues as guiltie , & 
to thinke how often we haue 
finned againR almightie God,and 
how worthely we haue deſerued 
everlaſtinge death , and yet that 
he hath mercifully ſpared vs: 
how often we haue heard the 
holie goſpell forbiddinge our 
finne, and we haue a no 
recarde , bur haue bene conti- 
nually contrary to our firſt pro= 
miſe made in our Ba 
and thus Tamentinge 
fence with compunction\y% 
as it were fayinge in our 
barte z what (ball I doe, whi- 


ther ſhall I goe, in what ma- 
ner ſhall { eſcape this gri- 
veous and dreadtull perill of 
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392 The life of Chrift, 

eucrlaſtinge deathe, when we |. 
ment thus inwardly in cur foules, 
then Chriſt groaneth in ys, for 
our faith groaneth, and if faith be 


In vs loyned with contrition,then 


Chriſtisin vs, and in this maner 
of tighinge and. inwarde groa- 
ninge, there is hope of our relto- 
ringe to life, For after the wee 
pinge and fighinge of our Lorde 
asthe goſpel tellech , he asked 
where rhey had put Lazarus, not 
for that he was ignorant where 
he was, but plainly to ſhew the 
ſtrangenes of his grace to them 
who are buried in deadly {inne; 
neuertheles his mercie is alwayes 
readie for them that will truely 
ſeeke it; for when he had asked 
wherethey bad laid him, and they 
ſfaied, Lordecome and ſee, hepre- 
ſentlywepte againe,& the Iewes 
that were there ſaied, bzhoulde 
how he loued him. For ſo he 
ever heweth his affetion which 
he hach co the ſinfull, as him ſelfe 
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but ſinners to repentance . Thus far 
$. Auguſtine. 

Now let vsgoeto the graue 
of Lazarus followinge our Lord 
leſu with that B. companie, that 
is to ſaythe two ſiſters Martha & 
Marie,and the Apoſtles and many 
lewes that were come that time 
to comfort thoſe heauie and af- 
ficted fiſters,and as it hapned co 
ſee and beare witnes of that wor- 
thie miracle. And here we may 
behould by deuout imagination 
how our Lorde leſus goeth firſte 
betwene the two ſiſters ſweetly 
comforting them , yea even his 
verie preſence alone did preatly 
recomfort them . And Marie 
fhewed vnto him the great feare 
which they were in for his ſecu= 
ricie, and ſpecially for as much as 
they durſt not {nd for him to 
come to helpe them, and to pre* 
ſerue their brother from death 
becauſe of the malice of their 
__ who had conſpired to put 

im to death : and hartely be- 
Q 2 ſoughe. 


94 The.life of Chrift. 
ought him to be therfore careful 
ofhim ſ{elfe. And then how our 
Lordecomforted hir, and willsd 
hirnot to be atraid for him, foral 
ſhould be for the beſt, and for the 

glorie of his eternal Father. 
And fo walkinge and talkinge 
. cogether,at the laſte they cameto 
the graue of Lazarus which was 
couered with a gprear ſtone : 
and our Lorde willed that the 
Rone ſhould beremoued and taks 
away. And they ina maner loth 
and aſhamed, for the great reſ- 
ped and cender loue they had 
ynto him, fearinge {caſt the ſtinke 
8& {mell of the body thould much 
offend him, faied : Lorde nv he 
Hingeth, for he hath bene four dayes 
dead. O good God to bei:ould the 
wonderfull lote of theſe wo 
filters rowardes our Lorde ſeſu, 
who were fo careful and tender 
of him that they woulde not that 
the ſtinke and ſmell ſhould any 
way offend him. But neuer- 
theles our Lorde commons 
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The life of Chriſt, 395 
areful W the ſtone to be taken away» And 
w our IF then liftinge vp his eies to hea 
willed ven he: faied, Father I thanke 
, foral I thee for that thou haſte heard 
for the W me, for verily I knowe thou hea- 
| reſt meallwayes, but I ſay this 
Ikinge W forthe people chat are here pre» 
ameto IF ſent, chat they may belecue that 
h was Il thou haſte ſentme. And when 
tone : MW he had thus faied, he cried out 
at tne YN with a loude voice fayinge : 
d take La7aru exi foras : Layaris come 
erloth II forthe, | 
at rel- YO Lordeleſu, what is the 
2y had I cauſe which made thee here to 
: ſtinke I crie? Truely as faint Auguſtin 
| much WF ſaieth, to ſhew how harde it is, 
nw he EY to raiſe ynto life a ſoule, that is 
ur dayes MF ouerlaied with the heauie one 
uld the Wl ofdeadly finne. Forhow many be 
le wo WI there (ſaieth he) among this peo- 
e ſeſu, ple, ouerchardged here with? 

render How many be there amongſt Vs 

ot tat MN overprefſed with this heauy bur- 
id any I then of wicked cuſtome? Perad- 
neuer- Þ venture ſome there be now hea- 
nanded Þ ringe me which be ouercome 
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2396 The life of Chriſt, 
wich concupiſcence and ſome 
with glutomie, which the Apoſtle 
ſaint Paule exprellie forbiddeth, 


* ſayinze: Thar fo dronthard nor for. 


nicatey nor courtous per ſop, sball enter 
into the kingdome of heanen, who 
when they are forbidden theſe 
thinges, they anſwere we cannot 
leaue our cuitome . O Lordelefu 
raiſe vp theſe people as thou did- 
deſt raiſe vp Lazarus,for thou art 
the reſurreion and the life, O 
how heauily chis ſtone of finfull 
cuſtome ouerlateth many people 
of euerie degree,both learned and 
Fimzle, both noble and common, 
all moſt of all eltates; and who 
ſoeuer ſha! ſpeake vato them of 
their wicked cuſtomes , he ſhall 
plainly ſee, that thereis no remi- 
die but that our Lordeleſus him 
ſelfe muſt raiſe them, wherfore 
o Lorde, cnie vnto ſuch perſons 
with an highe voice, ſhew thy 
mighte, and raiſe them againeto 
the life of grace as thou raiſed! 


Lazarus, by putting away from 
them 
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them the heauie ſtone of wicked 
cultome; for after thy cre he a- 
role vp and went forthe his han- 
des and feete beinge dounde , 
yntill he was ynbound & looſed 
by thy diiciples . This ſurely is a 
great wonder to many men, how 
he mighce goe out of the graue 
with his feere bounde, but it was 
apreater wonder to ſee him rai- 
ſed from death to life, that was 
fower dayes dead and buried, and 
his bodie ſtinkinge like carraine, 
All which berokenech as ſaiech 
aint Auguſtine , that when we 
commit any .greueous {finge we 
are {pritually dead, & if we con- 
tinue therin by long cuſtome, the 
are we allo buried, But when we 
ae inwardly forrieand acknow- 
ledgeour finnes by humble Con- 
feſsion, then doe we riſe againe 
and goe forthe of our graue, for it 
snothinge elſe to ſay goe forth, 


| but to make knowen by out- 
| ward cofeſsio, thoſeſinnes which 


ae hid and lye buried with in vs. 
Q4 And 
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' Andthisdeclaringe and acknoyy. | 


ledgingeour ſinne , cauſeth our 
Lorde to crie vnto vs With a 
loude voice and callinge vs vnto 
his grace. But yet althoughe he 
that was dead were raiſed to life, 
and alſo vent forthe of his graue, 
neuertheies he remained bounds, 
that 1s to fay,guiltie, ynrill ſuch 
'time as he was looſed and yn- 
bounde by our Lordes Apoſtles, 
to whom he gaue and comitted 
this authoritie, ſayinge vnto the: 
VP hatſoener yee binde in earth shall be 
bounde in heautn, and Wbatſoeuer yee 
loſe in hearth shall be loſed in heauen. 
Hitherto faint Augultine, 

In the which diſcourſe we 
may euidently fee a ſufficient aus 
thoricie againſte ſuch , as denie 
the practiſe of Sacrametal Cofeſ- 
Lon ordained by our Lorde 1n his 
Churche,and the power ofabſol- 
uinge left vnto his Prieſtes, falllic 
affirminge that it is enoughe for 
eucric man to confeſle him ſelfe 
in his hatte co God, and that the 

Prieſtes 
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The life of Chriff, 399 
Prieſtes of the Church have no 
more power to ynbind & forgiue 
ſinaes then any other men, and 
that God onely abſolueth ſinne 
and none other in hisname. 

But leauinge that moſte wic- 
ked and erronius opinion , WE 
will retorne to our former mat- 
ter: Lazarus beinge now raiſed 
tolife by our Lorde Ieſus, and 
after vnbound by his diſciples as 
is aforefaied, he and his ſiſters 
with great ioy kneeled downe & 
humbly thanked our Lorde Ieſus 
for that ſoueraigne benefitt, & ſo 
had their brother home with the 
totheir houſe , makeinge excee- 
dinge great ioy and mirthe , And 
the lewes who then werepreſent 
wodringe verie much at that mi=- 
racle, many were couerted & be- 
leeuedin our Lord.& ſome went 
and rould the Pharifes what cur 
Sauiour leſus bad done, and ſo it 
Was publiſhed & openly knowen, 


| in ſo muchthar great multitudes 


came from Ieruiale,& forthe of al 
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400 The life of Chriff. 

parces of the countrie there about 
to ſee Lazarus. And here with all 
the chiefe rulers of the Iewes, and 


| the Phariſes were much troubled 


and confounded, and caſte with 
them (elues how to kille Lazarus, 
becauſe thoroughe him verie 
many were daily conuerted to 
our Lordeleſu. | 
Finally to ſpeake a worde in 
concluſion of this diicourſe, and 


_ ofthe three dead bodies raited by 


our Lord and Sauiour, ſaint Au- 
puſtine ſaiech vpon this ſentence: 
That all the aforſaid thinges be 
ſpoken to this end, that we ſhould 
alwayes endeuour to liue In the 
ſtate of grace, & that chey which 
are dead by morcall finne, oughte 
toriſe ypin this maner, Firite he 
that hath committed a deadly 
finne by conſent in his harte, and 
hath not performed the ſame in 
outward adte, that he oughte to 
amend that thoughte by inwarde 
repentance, and ſo is he raiſed vp 


Within the houſe of his owne 
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The life of Chriſt, 401 
conſcience that before was decea«+ 
ſed. Secondly he that hath per- 
formed in deed, that deadly finne 
which he had conceiuned in 
thoughte doe not diſpaire , and 
thoughe he had nor the grace to 
riſe when his finne was concei- 
ued inwardly , yet at the leaſt let 
him riſe when it is committed 
outwardly , But peraduenture I 
ſpeake to him which is ouerlaied 
with the hard ſtone ofhis wicked 
maners, and quite couered with 
the heauines of his euill cultomes, 
and is as it were foure dayes dead 
and buried, and ſtinketh in the 
graue of his corrupted condicios, 
yet that he be not vtterly yoide 
of all hope, for thoughe he be 
deeply dead & buried, ChriſtIeſus 
our Redeemer is highe of might, 
and can remoue all finfull bur- 
thens trom his ſoule cryinge in 
him, and reſtoringe him to life, 
firlt by his grace inwardly , and 
after takinge him to this diſciples 


| for to ynbinde him outwardly , 
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ſo that there ſhall be left no 
ſtinke of ſinne in his (oule , no 
More then was in Lazarus bo. 
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Hol the TeWves conſpired againſt our 
Lorde Ieſus to put bum to death, 


The 35. Chapter, 


A Feerche raifinge vp of Laza= 
rus, when che time drewe 


' Nighe in the which our Lorde 
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404 The life of Chrift. 
worke of our redemption thorou. 
ghe the ſheddinge of his moſt pre- 
tious blocd: the diuell the author 
of enuie armed his ſouldiers and 
miniſters, and whetted their ma. 
lice againſt our Lorde to put him 
to death . And becauſe he had 
wroughte ſo many holie and ver- 
ruous Workes, & chiefly for that 
he had raiſed Lazarus (o miracu- 
louſly , there enuie was kindled 
and cheir hartes wereenraged {o 
far forth, that they could no lon- 
ger endure without the executio 
of their furieagainſt him, Wher- 
fore the Princes and the chiefe of 
the Phariſes gathered a counſaile, 
and conſulced amonghlt them 
{cJues to apprehend him. In the 
which counſaile Caiphas who 
was thehighe Biſhop of that year, 
prophecied that it was expedient 
that one ſhould die for the ſinnes 
of the people. 

Thus thoſe falſe Princes and 
Phariſes in that wicked conſulta- 
tion, agreed co murder thatinno= 
ri cent 
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The life of Chriſt. 405 
centlambe our Lordeleſus, tor 
feare leaſt all che pzople thould be» 
leeue and followe him, & then the 
Romans as (ectinge their lawe at 
noughte ſhould come 8& deſtroie 
both their Temple and nation. 9 
fooles ; o foolithe counſaile, and 
councellors,, o wicked 1udges, 
what pretend yee? Is it not writ=- 
ten of the wiſe man,that there is no 
Wiſdeme or coun{ail againſt God, And 
therfore it thall fal out far con- 
trarie ro your wicked expectatio, 
(as fince indeed hath bene per= 
formed) For whereas yee did put 
our Lorde Ieſus to death for feare 
leaſt che Romans ſhould deitroy 
your kingdome and people, at- 
terwarces it ſobefell , chat for 
puttinge him to death your houſe 
and your kingdome were def- 
troied by them and for no other | 
cauſe, as the ſtorie ſheweth of the 
ditruction of ſeruſalem by Tirus 
and Vaſpaſian, 

In the like manerit falleth out 
in worldlie wifdome which is 
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contrarie to the wiſdome of Al. 
mightie God. For oftentimesout 
Lorde torneth to the belt , that 
whichche worlde purpolerh for 
the worlte : eſpecially where as 
enuiels thegrounce of our pro- 
ceedinges, as is ſhewed in a nota- 
bleexample of Ioſephe, whom his 
bretheren by enuie ſould in to 
Egipte, as they ſuppoſed to his 
Vvtter yndoinge , but after wardes 
it torned to a contrarie effect by 
Gods holie prouidece, for that {cl- 
linge ofhim into bondage, was 
an occaſion of his far greater ad- 
nancement,and his brethren who 
thus deſpiſed him, were the ſelues 
conſtrained to come with great 
ſubmiſsion ynto him , and to 
worſhip and honor him. 
Butleaninge to ſpeake of chat 
matter and to retorne to the afor« 
ſaid falſe & enuiougcouncell held 
by the Iewes. Our Lord Ieſus the 
euerlaſtinge wiſdome of the Fa- 
ther,from whom nothinge could 
polsibly be concealed, kno winge 
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The life of Chriſt, q4o7r 
oftheir malitious conſpiracie a- 
gainſt him, and for that his time 
was not yet come, in the which 
he had purpoſed to diefor our re« 
demprtio,as alſo to giue vs exam- 
ple to flie the occaſion of malice 
when weſee it toencreaſe againſt 
vs, With drewe him ſelf tor a time 
from the [ewes,into a city which 
was called Ephre, where he with 
his diſciples remained for a while, 
to wit the ſpace of ſome (eauen 
dayes: foras ſome Doctours (ay, 
he raiſed yp Lazarus the Friday 
befor the paſsion Sonday , vpon 
the which day che ſame goſpeil is 
reade in the Church, And the Sa- 
turday was ſeauen dayes after, he 
came into Bethany. O what may 
we ſuppoſe Marie Magdalen then 
laid? But what{mighrt we thinke 
of his B. mother when ſhe ſaw 
that hirdeare S6ne was forced to 
flie & laied in waitefor to be kil- 
led'But our Lordeleſus comfor- 


| ted his mother & all che other, of 


his ſafe retorne ynto the, and ſo 
he deparced fromthem, Ho 
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Hol our Lorde Teſus came againe to 
Bethanie the Saturday before Palme 
Sonday, and of the Supper Which 
thereW as made to him, + of other 

 thinges Y hich Were done there at, 


The 36. Chapter. 
Oo Vr bleſſed Sauioure the ſo- 


ueraigne Lorde and _— 
0 


The life of Criſt, 409 
8 of all yvertues both in worde and 
T example: as inthe chapter next 
before he vſed the vertue of Pri- 
dence in flyinge from his enimies, 
and wiſely withdrawing ſelfe 
from the rage of them who mali- 
tioully purſued him , accordinge 
as the time and placerequired: fo 
now he vſech the yertue of Forrg. 
«de in retorninge to his enimies 
againe, & freely offeringe him ſelf 
wich a moſte conſtanc & worthy 
courage ro endure his painfuil 
paſsion , and ro reſigne him ſelfe 
ynto them,ſtronglie to vndergoe 
their malice, humblinge him {e}fe 
tothe death, euento the death of 
the Crofle. In like maner he yſed 
at an other time the  vertue of 
Temperance in abſentinge him ſelfe 
when the people would baue 
made him their kinge , vtterly 
delpiſinge ſuch worldly vanatie. 
Apgaine , vſed the comendable 
rertue of Inſtice not refufinge the 
honor of a kinge when time re- 
quired: namely when the people 
ranne 
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ranne before him with branches 


of tres & bowes of palme in their 
hanges, and ſpredinge their gar. 
ments ynder his feete to honor 
him. And furthermore he ſhewed 
this vercue of luſtice when he en- 
tredinto the Temple and ſharply 
repreheded the couetous Prieſtes 
and Pharites; & with' the (courge 
of Iuſticechaſtiſed out the buyers 
and ſellers. And thus did the Lord 
ofall vercues truly execute theſe 
four Cardiaall vertues, to wit, 
Prudence, Iuſtzce , Temperance, and 
Fortitude. 


Now wheour Lord Ieſus had 


purpoſed to ſuffer his bleſſed paſ- 
fron, which he had ordained befor 
che beginninge of the worlde, 
vpo the Saboth next befor Palme 
{onday he came ynto Bethanie, 
whichis within two mile of Ie- 
rufale, where many of his true 6& 
beloued frendes , who were moſt 
toyful of his cominge made him a 


ſupper in the houſe of Simon the 


Lepre, who was ſo called for that 
before 
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The life of Chrift, 411 
before he had bene Leprous, but 
was not ſo at this time, for he 
was healed of our Lorde . Andat 
this ſupper were preſet with him 
theſe homely gueſtes,namely La- 
zarus, Martha, & hir ſiſter Marie, 
And as faint Tohn noterh, Martha 
ſerued at the Table, and hir bro » 
ther Lazarus face at the boorde, 
together with many others that 
were in compamie, 

Then Marie inwardlie bur- 
ninge with feruent loue to our 
Lord leſu, tooke a box which ſhe 
had broughte with hir full ofpre- 
tious ointment, & powredit firſte 
vpo his head & afterward anoin- 
ted there with his bleſſed feete: 
with che which precious ointmet 
all the houſe was filled with the 
wonderfull odoure and (weetnes 
thereof, And here may wecofider 
many notable pointes before we 
paſſe any further, Firſt how our 
bleſſed Sauioure would ſpecially 
haue chis ſupper to be prepared in 
the ſzlfe ame houſe of S1mon, in 

whoſe houſe 
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412 The life of Chriff, 

touſe Marie, who anointed hir 
befcrs wich hir inwarde ſorrow 
and with hir bitter ceares of con 
tricion , might now anoint hin 
moreperfe&tly wich vnſpeakabl 
ioy,and with hir {weere teares 0 
deuocion, For this was happe| 
one reaſon why he choſe thispla 
ce at that preſence, namely for Ma 
ries ſake, who moſte eſpeciall 
affected that houſe in the which 
ſhe tirſte founde that moſte fingy. 
lar grace and forgiuenes of hit 
great cffences:and therfore it wa 
to hir greater contentment to 


 periorme chis excellent worke of 


deuocion in that place ; for ſhe 
loued him dearly aboue al chinges 
and could not fatisfie hir ſelfe in 
performing hir loue and ſeruice 
vnto him : alſo he woulde haue 
that ſupperto be in Simos houle, 
knowinge his charitie and true 
affetion, towardes him and his 
diſciples, not withſtandinge the 
frendlie reprehenfion which he 
had given him in Maries behalte, 
Againe 


ſte fingu- 
es of hir 


The life of Chriff, 4g 
Againe an other cauſe mighte be, 
for che more e1idenr teſtimonie 
of the railing vp of Lazarus, who 
was ther.: preſent and did eate 
and drinke openly in the ſighte 
of Simon, and of many lewes, 
who came ot purpoſe at that time 
not onlyto fee our Lordeleſu,but 
allſo to ſee Lazarus, as fainte 
lohn declarech , Againz we may 
ſee at that worthie ſupper , four 
perſons honoringe and ſeruinge 
our Lorde in ſondrie ſortes : the. 
maſter of the houſe by charitable 
hoſpitalitie : Lazarus by open 
teltiinge his diuinitie: Martha by 
hir dilligent miniſtration : and 
Marie by feruenc loue and con- 
templacion, 

And here with al we may con- 
lider how that wicked Iudas 
beinge enuious , and to couer 
there with his greedie couetoul- 
nes, grutched at the loſle of ſo 
much mony ſpent vpon that pre- 
cious oyntment . ynder pretence 
of releeuinge the poore, Gayinge 

| that 
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414 The life of Chriff, 
that it mighte rather haue b 
ſolde for three hundred pence 
to haue bene beſtowed wher y 
iuſt neceſsitie. And alfo oth 
moued by his wordes, were | 
fended with Marie,and were ( 
rieto ſee that great waſte & lo 
of ſuch pretious ſtuffe . But 
keepinge hir filence, at thela 


'our Lorde anſwered for hir, 


he had done two ſonerie tin 
before, and plainlie repreherd 
them for their grutchinge'a 
repinninge, declaringe thac t| 
good deed ſhould euer be ſpok 
of hir, wherefoeuer his goſp' 
ſhould be preached, and furth 
added that the oyntment whi 
ſhe had poured ypon him, ſheh 
doneit to burie him. 

O Lorde Ieſu how forrowf 
8 diſcomfortable was that wo 
ynto Marie, and to thy oth 
louinge frindes which (o open 
made mencion agd ſpake of th 
death ; eſpecially co thy blell: 


mother, for as we m—_ b 
eel 


iſt, , 

haue bens 
I pence, & 
| wher wa; 
alſo others 
» Were of. 
] were ſor. 


ſte & loſ 


The fife of Chriff, 415 
ſeeue this worde did penetrate 
hir harte more deepe then any 
two edged {worde. And then was 
all themirth of that feaſt turned 
into mourninge , for as muchas 
they had heard before by others, 
that the Iewes had conſpired to 
to kille him, and now he him ſelf 
confirmeth the ſame vnto them. 


q Yet for all the compaſsion and 


heauines which others had , that 
falſe traitour Iudas was nothing 
moued_,' but continued ſtill 
his envious indignation againſte 
him,and here ypon tooke occa- 
fion to ſell & betraye himzas pre- 
ſently he did the Wenſday next 
enſuinge, euen for a baſe & con- 
temptible price of thirtie pence 
of (iluer. : 

Wherelet vs noteby the way, 
that they may wel be counted of 
Indas companie, that doc ſpeake 
2yainſte almes,anc deeCes of cha- 
ritie,& other weries of dcuotio 
cone by deuoute people for the 
mantenace of Churches & other 
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416 The life of Chrift. 

c00d vies,ſuch as be the heretical 
folifidians of theſe our dayes, 
which hould ſuch good workes 
for a meere follie, 1aying that it 
were much better to be giuen to 
the poore, vnder prerence indeed 
eo get 1t into their owne fingers, 
and to gather it into their owne 
coffers O Iudas, Iudas, thoupre- 
cendeſ by thy wordes the reliefe 


'the poore, where asthe thoughts 


of thy harce, is only grounded in 
enuie againſte C! rite and his 
Churche, and vpon a fpeciall de- 
fier of chyne owne commoditie, 
It is not chepoors whom thou re» 
ſpeceſt, but rather thy owne ju- 
cre, and a coulorable exculz: of 
thy greedie cone; ouines; in ward- 
lie rep'ning at any good works 

ordeed of charicie 
We reade in diuers places of 
the goſpel, hows chat our Sauiour, 
eſpecially rowardes his paſ1on, 
oftentimes reprehended the Scri- 
bes and Pharites for their wicked 
couetouſnes, yet for this we tinde 
not 


retical 
dayes, 
V Orkes 
that it 
1uen to 
indeed 
ingers, 
r OWNe 
Ou Pre» 
reliefe 
oughts 
ded in 
nd his 
all de- 
odit1e, 
nou res 
[ne iu- 
-ul2 of 
1 Ward- 
Work 


aces of 
a11!0ur, 
za(s10n, 
16 Scrl- 
wicked 
end? 

not 


The life of Chriſt, 417 
not that cuer he willed the peo- 
ple to with drawe the acculto. 
med offringes or duties from the, 
but contrarie wiſe commanded. 
them allwayes to periorme the 
ſame according co the lawe, and 
greatly commended their freenes 
and liberalicie in cheir giites or 
charitie, as appereth in the goſ- 
pelles both ot iaint Marke and 
faint Luke, when our Lorde 
ſtoode & bebeide the giftes which 
they put into the cre«ſuric of the 
Temple, amonge tiie which he 
ſawe a poore Widdowe offeringe 
two mires, the fourti. parte of a 
[cle : where our Lorde not re- 
prehendinge the one,or the other, 
preatl;, praiſed the poore Wid- 
dowe tor hr deugtion, . 

Now hauinge ſufficietly ſpo- 
ken of this matier, let vs retorne 
to ou. bleſſed Sauiour, imagining 
how after this ſupper was ended. 
the huuſe of Simon, he tc oke 
his leave and went with Lazorus 
& hs ſiſters ynco their dwelling 
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| 418 The'liſe of Chriſt, 


at Bethanie, which yas his moſt 
vſual place of lodging, eſpecially 
in thoſe fewe dayes followinge 
ynto the time ofhispaſsion,wher 
heeatte in theday times,and ſlept 
m the nightes with his diſciples: 
and there was allſo his bleſſed 
mother with hir ſiſters, whom 
they all did greatly worlhip as 
ſhe was worthie , but eſpecially 
Marie. Magdalen, who neuer 
would willinglie haue left hir 
company, | 
hen our Lord in the hearing 
of all choſe his faichful frendes, 
prayed them that they would not 
be to muchgriued or diſmaied fot 
any ſtraunge and vnexpected ac- 
cident which mighe come ynto 
him, telling chem furcher that he 
would onthe morrow goe opely 


_ to Icruſalem. Andchen were they 


all exceedingly afraide,& hartely 
beſought him chat he would not 
put him ſelf into the hades of his 
enimies, & into ſo manifeſt peril 
3nd hazard of his life, _—_— | 

' Fae 


; moſte 
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ft peril 


owing þ 
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The life of Chriſt, 419 
the Iewes had conſpired againſte 
him, But our blefled Sauiour co» 
forted them againe, and willed 
them not to feare, ſaying ; It is 
the will of my Father that I take 
inhande this Iorney, who will. 
keepe both you and, me & bringe 
itſo to paſſe, that you ſhall ſee me 
amonge al my enimies, in greater 
honor then euer yet you ſawe me, 
and they ſhall haue no yore a- 
gainſte me at this preſent, and 


after I haueperformed that whic' 


is to be done,[ thal retorne hither 
azaine ynto you , With which 
wordes they receaued ſome com - 
forte, yet neuertheles they were 
preatlie fearefull ofhis ſafetie, 
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Holv our Lorde Ieſus came to leruſa« 
lem vpon Palme Sonday. 


The 37. Chapter. 


f i He next Sonday after, early 
on the morninge time, our 

L ordeIeſus made him (elfe readie 
to goe to Hizruſalem in a new 
maner 


leruſae 


, early 
e, Our 
readle 
a new 
maner 


 Thellife of Chriſt, 425 
maner and other wile then euer 
he did before to fulfill the wordes 
of che Prophet Zacharis which 
were Written to that purpoſe. 

And when his B. mother per- 
ceived that he would deparrte , 
with tender affetion ſhe ſaid 
ynto him. O my deare Sonne 
whether wilt thou goe?why wilt 
thou berake thy ſelfe into their 
company, whom thou knoweſt 
before doe ſecke to kill thee? 
wherfore I pray thee goe not a- 
mongſt them, Andin ſuch like 
maner the diſciples alſo, and 
Marie Magdalen entreated him. 
O good Lord how dearly they al 
loued him, and how careful they 
were that no body ſhould hure 
him, But he who fo greatly chir- 
ſed after our ſaluation comforted 
them and (aied, that he ſhould for 
that night retorne ynto them 
| without any hurt, and ſo he de- 
{ partedfrom them, 

And when he with that bleſ- 


 ſedcompany, came to a place in 
R 4 the 
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426 The hfe of chriſt, 

the middeſt of the way which 
was called Bethpage, he {ent two 
of his diſciples into the citie, and 
willed them to fetch him an Aſe 
& hir Foale, that were tied in the 
highe way, to ſerue fuch poore 
men at their needes as had no 
beaſtes oftheir owne. And when 
chele fillie beaſtes were broughte, 
and the diſcipies had laied their 
cloathes ypon the Aﬀe, our Lord 
meekly ſet him ſelfe vpon him, 
and ridinge in that ſimple maner, 
came into the citie of Ieruſalem, 


O Lorde what a —-_ Was 


thisto feethe kinge of all kinges, 
and Lorde of all Lordes, to ride 
in ſo ſimplea maner, and namely 
into that famous citie of leru- 
ſalem. But ſurely Lorde this 
was done (asal thyother deedes) 
for our ex{ample : for hereby 
we may well ynderſtand, how 
much thou deſpiſeſt the braue- 
rie and pompe of worldlie va- 
nitie, haumge in ſteed of goul- 
den harneſle, or curious _— 
an 


which 
1t two 
ie, and 
n Aſe 
| in the 

poore 
ad no 
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and 


The life of Chniff, 427 
and briddelles , fimple cloathes, 
and ypon thy bzaſtes heades two 


| hempen cordes or haulters. 


Now when the people heard 
of his cominge, becauſe of that 
miracle that was pub.iſhed a= 
broade of the raiſinge of Lazarus, 
they went out in great companies 
to meete him, and receiued him 
asa Kinge With loyfull himmes 
and ſonges, layinge: Hoſ,nna tothe 


ſome of David , thewinge great 


gladnes of his cominge, ftrewing 
ail the wayes with the bowes 6 
branches of the trees, and fpre- 
dinge their cloathes ynder his 
Afſes feete where he was to palſle, 

But foral this ioy , our bleſſed 
Sautour was moued to weepinge; 
For when he came nighe the City 
he wepte there on, foreſceinge 
the ruine & diſtruction that was 
imediatly to enſue, & alſo lamen=- 
ted to ſee their ignorance & the 
exceedinge blindnes of their 
hartes - For it is manifeſte that 
our Saujour did weepe and 


R 5 ſhed 
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428 The life of Chriff. 
ſhed teares four ſoundrie times, 
Firſtewhen he was a tender in- 
fanc, the which he did to con- 
ceale, and hide from the Cciuell, 
the miſterie of his Incarnation, 
Secondhlie at the death of Laza- 
rus, to ſhew the wretched eſtate 
of all mankinde condemned to 
death for the offence of our firite 
parents, Thirdlie he wept on this 
day forthe blindnes & ignorance 
of man,& namely ofthe people of 
Teruſale,that would not knowe 
therime of cheir gracious y:fita- 
tion. Fourthly he wepr hanginge 
on the Croſſe, for to ſee the ran- 
cour and malice ofmans harte, & 
colideringe that his paſsion, being 
{ufficient for the redemption of 
ail the worlde, that yet it tooke 
no efe in many, and that many 
thou'andes ſhould perpetually be 
damned * which was a greater 
oriete vnto him, chen aliche tor- 
ments he endured . Now our 
Lorde Telus weepinge on thus 
day ſo abcundancly and _ lo 
Ot® 


cor.” . pg - 
prog opener ap 
canto ir nie _— 
« = 


-E 


4 & Y "4 _—_ 4 y% 4 w74 - DY 
0 CHAINS 7 PR 4 36 67 SA. 
LISTS gn +2 1-2; =p: A 


Ces 4s 34 


IP 43 

bw 2 

: : 

. 

: 4 


* times, 
der in- 
©O CON« 

cluell, 
nation, 
' Lazae 
d eſtate 
ned to 
Ir firite 
on this 
orance 
ople of 
mowe 
Vvilita. 
ginge 


& [an- 


eacer 
 fOIe 
our 
this 
h ſo 


{or- 


The life of Chrift, 429 
forrowfull a harce, both for their 
eternall damnation , and alſo for 
the temporall deſtruction and 
ruine of cheir Citie : his blefled 
mother with all that company 
ſeeinge him ſo to weep2;z could 
not with hould them ſelues from 
MOUrNInNg. 

And thus rideth our Lorde 
ypon thar fillie beaſt,hauingein 
ſeede of Princes, Earles and Bar- 
rons, his poore diſciples about 
him, together with his mother 
and ſome other deuouc woemen 
who both with feare , and reue- 
rence, followed after him. And at 
the entringe of the gate of the 
Citie,al the people fell downe & 
worſhiped him , and with great 
acclamations and thowringes , 
cried out againe ſayinge. Bleſſed is 
be that cometh in the name of our Lord 


Hoſanna im exceiſis, wherwith all 
the Citie was greatly moued. And 
then went our Lorde firſt into 
the Temple, and there caſt out 
the buyers aud(ellers concrarie to 
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430 The life of Chrif. 

his commandement, fayinge: Iti; 

a Trritten my houſe sball be called tle 

# Mar.t houſe of prayer, but yee haue maieit a 
den of theenes. And there ſtoode he 
openly in che Temple, preachiinge 
and makinge anſwere to the que- 
{tions of tFe Scribes and Phariſes, 
all chat day vntill it drewe to- 
wardes nighte. 

And heere conſider that not 
withſtandinge al chegreate honor 
which before they had done vnto 
him,yetdid they permit both him 
and his dilciples, to ſtand all thar 
day faſtinge,nether was there any 
thac did 1nuice him to dinner, 
And when nighte was come, he 
wer with his diſciples to his ho- 
mely lodginge art Bethanie, going 
ont of thecity ſo ſimply with that 
litle company, who entred in the 
morninge with ſo great worſhip, 
Waere we may colider how licle 
it is to regard this worldly honor 
that laſlech ſo thorta while, & {9 
Iightie vanitheth away,the which 

our Lord graunt ys, todeſpiſe & 
fecat naught, Amen, Fl bat 
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Y/hat our Lorde Teſus di4 From Palme 
Sonday vnto the' Thurſday 
folloinge. 


The 33. Chapter. 


Vr Lorde and Sauioure che 
well and fountaine ofal cha 
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432 The life of Chriſt. 

in wordeand deed hisperfect and 
inwardloue, as wel to his foesas 
to frindes,to the end that no man 
ſhould be loſt, bur all mi ght be ſa 
ued, when it drew now cowardes 
the end of nis life, and that the 
eime ofhis paſsion was nighe at 
hand, he trauclled very dilligent- 
lie boch in preachinge and cea- 
chinge continually vaco the peo- 
ple, eſpecially vpon theſe three 
dayes, to Witt, on Palme Sonday, 
and onthe Monday, and Tuel- 
day enſuinge. On which dayes 
he came very early in the mor- 
ninge intothe Temple, teachinge 
and preachinge vnto the people, 
and diſpugng with the malicious 
Scribesand Phariſes, anſwering 
to their ſubtiill queſtions wherin 
thy ſought to entrap him , and 
thus was ever buſied for thoſe 
chree dayes from morninge ynto 
nighte. 

But for aſmuch as it would be 
too longe to treaie in particular 
of all the matters which prone 

that 


fect and 
Ss foes as 
no man 
t be (a. 
Wardes 


at the. 


1ohe at 
ligent- 
1d tea» 
1e peo- 
three 
Onday, 
Tuel. 
dayes 
» MOr- 
hinge 
eople, 
ICiOus 
ering 
herin 
and 
thoſe 
yYnro 


1d be 
cular 
alled 

that 


The life of Chrift, 433 
hat time betweene our Lorde 6 
the lewes, as alſo beinge from che 
purpoſe of his paſsion , which 
now weare to {peake of,therfore 
paſsinge ouer all che examples & 
parables by the which he repro- 
uedand conuinced them, we may 
ſpecially confider, how che chiefe 
Preiſtes and Phariſes, (eeinge the 
fauzur of che people towardes 
him, and fearinge to execute their 
malice againſt him openly, conſ- 
pired ſubtelly and cuningly how 
they mighte take him in wordes, 
ether againſt their lawe, or elſe 
2pain{tthetributedue tothe Eme 
pzrour of Rome, and (o ro accule 
him as worthie of death. Bur 
our Lorde to whome the ſecrets 


of all mens hartes are open, 
knowinge their treacherie and 
malice, anſwered them fo wilely 
that they were diſapointed and 
could not haue their purpoſe, and 
at the lalte were ſo far confoun- 
ded,chat rhey durſt no more aske 


any queſtions of him. 
And 
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434 The life of Chriſt. 
And then he ſharpliereproned 


thepride, the hipocriſy, the gr:e. 
dy couetouſnes, and many other 
wicked condicions of the Scribe; 
and Phariles, ſayinge vnto them 
In theſe wordes: Woe be to you 
Scribes and t'hariſes that loue & 
feeke after worlilie honors in 
in ſundrie maners : and fo went 
he forward in his ſpeeche many 
Wayes rebukeing their eull lives 
and wickednes : yet neuertheles 
he commanded the people, that 
they thould alwayes keepe and 
fulfillcheir doctrine and ſayinges, 
but that they ſhould not to]. 
lowe their workes and wicked 
doinges And at the laſt ke rea- 
hearſed their great vnkindnes 
ynto him , and namely of the 
Cicie of Ieruſalem, for aſmuch 
as he was fo oftin defjerons to 
haue gathered them vnder his 
winges , even asa hen doth hit. 
Chickins bur they woulde not, 
and therfore he coulde them be- 

tore 


ſt. The life of Chriſt, 435 
reproted Wore of cheir deſtruction both 


e Scribe; the Temple z and with his difci- 
ples, and many other of the Iewes 
e to you that beleeued in him, he went 
t loue & Minto the mounc of Oliuet, where 
>nors in Whe taught them and councelled 
ſo went Wthem, how they ſhould diſpoſe 
1e many them ſelues, and make them rea- 
ull lives Wdie vnto their latter — and 
ertheles Mfurther toulde them of the day 
ple, that Wof Iudgement , in the which 
pe and fſſthe good ſhould goe on the 
yinges, Þ righte of God into euerlaſtinge 
ot tol- Wlifte, and the wicked on the 
wicked WW lefe hand , into perpetuall ſor- 
he rea- WW roweand deathe. 
indnes Thus made our Lorde an 
of the Wend of his open preaching to 
ſrnuch I the Iewes on the Tueſday nighte 
215 to ff before his paſsion , and then 
ler his he faied in ſecret to his diſci- 
th hir WW ples: Knowe you that after two 
e not, I dayes the Sonne of man ſhall 
m be- IF be betraied into the handes of 
tore WF linners to be crucified , 
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436 The life of Chriſt. 
Alas what a forrow full words 
was this vnto all his faithfull fol. 
lowers: but that falſe craitour Iu. 
das was full gladthereof, caſting 
in his harte, by the inſtigation of 
the diuell who was entred into 
him, how he mighteby occaſion 
of hisdeath,fatisfe his greedie co- 
uetoulnes, And there ypon he 
ſlept nor, but earlie on the mor- 
rowe, which was the wenlſday, 
morning, When the chiefe f rie- 
ſtes and the Scribes were gathe- 
red together in_Biſhop Caiphas 
houſe, Iudas clpyinge and know- 
inge of chis councell , went ynto- 
them and profered them to deli- 
uer him into their handes, ſo that 
they would reward and pay him 
for his labour, And they glad , of 
his offer appointed him 30 pence: 
and thus thoroughe malice, trea- 
cherie, and couetouſnes, was the 
death of our innocent Lord con- 
trived: and then had that pree- 
die & malicious wretch his de- 


fter ofthe price of the oyntment, 
that 


The life of Cbrift, 

' worde that before he grutched at as loſt, 
full fol. Mind cherfore trom that time he 
our Iu. MWilwayes ſoughre opportunitie 
caſting Wow he mighte betraye him, 

This was the practiie of that 
d into Meurſed ludas and the Iewes vpon 
ccaſion MWihe wenſday: but what then did 
die co. Mour Lorde lefus and his bletled 
on he company? He went not 1nto Teru- 
» mor. Yruſfalem , nor appeared openly 
n{day, anong the Iewes that day, but 
was wholy exerciſed in prayer , 
athe- Mind co arme him ſelfe for the re- 
iphas demption ofmankinde which he 
ame to accomplithe, prayinge 
ynto- {not only for his frendes that be- 
keued in him and loned him, but 
that Milo for ſuch as were his veter ad- 
him Mucrfaries , fulfilinge now in him 
|, of Mflfeche holie perteRion of cha- 
nce: Wiitie, which he before had taught 
rea- IJ "is difcipies, in willinge them to 
the WY pray for their enimies, and for 
one IF them chat perſecute and hate the. 
rce- © Andour Lorde feeinge in fpirit 
de- If fie pretended malice of ludasthe 
nt, I Vicked traytour, and alſo how 
hat the 


438 The life of Chrift: 

the Tewes were vtterly bent and 
oppoſed againſt him, prayed to 
his Father for them , and perhaps 
ſaied the Plalme , Dew laudem, 
made by the Prophet Dauid 
which long before ſpake of him 
and of Indas, and of his other 
enimies : but moſt properly it 
ſpeaketh ofhim ſelfe, nor delie- 
ring, as it ſeemeth by the wordes 
ofthe Plalme, vengance of his e- 
nimies, but conforminge his will 
ynto the will of his Father : and 
it'furcher prophecieth of the iuſt 
puniſhment and yengance to fall 
ypon them, that ſo maliciouſlly 
conſpired againſt him, as allfo 
of all thoſe, who moſt obſtina« 
tely continue and perſeuer in 
their ſinne. 

Finally for aſmuch as that was 
the laſt day that he was to dwell 
and conuerſe ſo familiarlie with 
that good and wellbeloued com- 
pany, he eſpecially comforted 
them with the ſweete conſola- 
tion of his holie wordes as he 
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The life of Chrifl, - 439 
wont allwayes to doe,but chiefly 
now to ſtrenghten them againſt 
the great ſorrowe that they were 
toreceiue becauſe of his paſsion. 
And principally he comforted 
his bleſſed mother, and with hir 
Marie Magdalen , who conti- 

nually chirſted to drinke of his 
{weete and heauenlie gra- 
ce . Of the which he 
make vs all parta- 
kers, Amens 
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Of the Yr orthie Snpper that our Lork 
leſus matethe nic bre before bu Paſ. 
fon : ard of many circumſtan- 
ces ) ich beſell thereat, 


The 39. Chaptzr, 


vV \ Hen chetimecamein the 
which our Lotrde leſus 
had 


The life of Chriſt, 4>r 
dpurpoſed of his endles mercy 
forto ſuffer death for vs, andrtoa 
ſhed his precious blood for our 
dempcion, it pleaſed him firſte 
to make this-noble Supper with 
is diſciples , for an everlaſtinge 
memorie of his great loue ynto 
them,and to all man kinde, and 
to fulfill the figure of the olde 
awe and to beginne the truth 
the of the new, as alſo to finiſhe 
the miſteries that were to come 
of his blefſed paſsion . T his Sup- 
per was exceedinge worthie and 
wonderfull thinges were done 
thereart, For we thall vnderſtand 
tlat there befell four ſpeciall 
thinges therein moſte worthie of 
obſcruation. The firite was of 
thar corporal! Supper and of rhe 
maner therof, and how thereby 
was fulfilled the prophecte and 
auncient figure of the law. The 
kconde was;the walhinge of che 
dilciples feere by our Lorde and 
Sauioure Teſu Therkird was the 
uſticucion of char precious Sacra- 
mene 
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44-2 The life of Chrift, 


ment of his bleſſed bodie and 
blood. And the fourth was the 
nobleand fruitfu}l ſermon which 
he made to his diſciples ar that 
preſent. 

New as touchinge the firite[et 
vscCall to minde how Peter and 
Fohn at the commandment « 
our Lorde went into Hieruſalen 
to a ſpeciall frend of cheirs, who 
dwelled in that parte of the Citie 
which was called mount Sion, 
where there was certaine large 
chamber roomes on highe, where 
in to make this noble banquer, 
And afterwardes our Lordeleſus 
with his other diſcipies entred 
into the citie, and went ypon the 
Thurſday towardes eueninge 
ynto the aforeſaied houſe. And 
then behoulde how after he was 
come thicther, he remained in 
ſome roome beneath, abidinge 
yntill the place aboue , with all 
thinges neceſſarie were prepa- 
red, And when euerie thinge 


was ſet in order, lohn who was 
molte 


The life of Chrip. 
moſte familiar with our Lorde, & 
who dilligently went too and 
fro to ſee thatall chinges nedefull 
were ordained , came ynto him 
and ſaied : Sir yee a gce to 
Supper when it pleaſeth you 
for all chinges now are readie , 
And our Sauiour with his cwelue 
Apoſtles went yp: and lohnwet 
allwayes next him, and allwayes 
fate neereſt ynto him, for there 
wasnone of them that loued him 
more truelie , nor was more 
dearly loued of him againe: for 
when he was taken he followed 
him when others fled, & waspre- 
ſent at his death and paſsion, and 
after his death, he departed noc 
fro him yntil he ſaw him alſo bu- 
ried, and ſo at this Supper he fate 
next ynto him , althoughe he 
was younger then any of the 
reſte. 
Now when our Lorde Ieſiis 
| with his twelue Apoſtles came 
ynto the Table, firſte he deuoutly 
laied grace and gaue thankes, and 
$ after 
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44 
after he had bleſſed the meate, 


they all fare downe about the 
ſame and Iohn nexc vnto Ieſu, 
ficringe all ypon the grounde, the 
bovels beinge foure-ſquare and 
made of diuers boordes ioyned 
together, and as men doe lay that 
haue ſzene the ſame at Roome in 
the Church of Lateranenſis, it 
beareth the breadthe of two 
armes lenghte at euer ſquare or 
corner, or ſoinwhat more, ſo that 
the diſciples firting rounde in 
this maner, and our Lorde leſus 
amongſt chem they mighte reach 
incothe middeſt, and all cate of 
onedithe, as appeareth when he 
faied: He Whuh purteth bis hand into 
the dishe with me , be it is that ball 
berraye me, Thus far we may ima- 
gin ofthe maner oftheir firlte ſic- 
tingedowne to the boorde. And 
here we muſte note thac when 
the Paſchal lambe was broughte, 
that then chey alaroſe and ſtoode 
vprighte, holdinge their ſtaues in 
their handes, accordinge to the 

Come 


The life of Chriſt. 445 
neate, } commandement of che lawe of 
ut the © Moiſes, the which our Lorde 
 Ieſu, WW came to end and accompliſhe:ne- 
2e, the I vercheles althoughe they ſtoode 
e and I at thacpreſent, yet they fate them 
oyned I downeatterwardes as the goſpell 
y that WW declareth; for elſe coulde not lohn 
mein | haue reſted his head vpon the 
s, it I breaſt of our Sauiour,as the {crip- 

ewo  turefaieth hedid, 
Ire or Now when the Paſchal Lambe 
o that © was broughte vnto the boorde, 
de in I after the ordinance of the lawe 
lelus I beinge roſted, our Lotde letus 
reach | who was the true Lambe of God 
we of © with out any ſpot of finne, fit- 
en he I tinge amongſt chemas he that 
into © cheitly miniitred and {erued vnto 
 sball F chem, tooke the Lambe into his 
ima- I} bleſſed handes, and deuided it, & 
te fic W gaueir ynto his diſciples,will-nge 
And I themto eare it io fully . Bur ale 
vhen | thoughe they did feede thereon as 
phte, M betid chem, yet coulde they not 
oode F be greatly merry , fearinge lealt 
esin W ſomewhat would happen vnto 
the | cheir deere Lorde contiary to 
:0Me — their 


446 The life of Chriſt, 
their expectation. And as they 
were thus eatinge he began to im- 
parte vato them openly the ſors 
rowfull matter which was to 
212.25 COME tOpaſle , and ſaied : I haze 
defiered to eate this Paſchall Lambe 
With you before I ſuffer , for verely one 
of you shall betray me. which ſpeech 
ot our Lord wet griueouſly ynto 
their harces,cue asa ſharpe ſword, 
whereupon. they ceaſed off ea» 
tinge, and heauely looked one 
vponan other, and after a while 
they ſaied vnto. him: Lorde is 1? 
Loechere haue we matter of great 
compaliion , both in reſpect of 
our Lorde& allo of his diſciples, 
fordoutles they wereinexceding 
woe and ſorrow. But the traicour 
ludas continued {til his feedinge, 
asthoughe thoſe wordes of be- 
-rrayinge, ſeemed not any way t0 
appertaine vnto him, 

Then Iohn at the inſtance of 
Peter asked of him ſayinge : Lorde 
Who is be that shall betraye thee! And 
our $amoure priuely toulde _ 

or 
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The life of Chriſt, 447 
for that he loued him moſte ten- 
derly , ſpecifying vnto him who 
the traitour was. And Iohn won=- 
dringe much thereat, and aſtoni- 
ſhed with greac ſorrowe and grief 
of harte, would not declare it 
ynto Peter, but turninge him to 
leſus, ſoftly lated downe his head 
ypon his bleſſed breaſte , Saint 
Auguſtine geuerh a reaſon why 
our Lorde wou!d not tell Peter 
who the traitour was, for if he 
had knowen him , he would 
ſurely haue torne him in peeces 
with his teethe . And here be- 
hould the great benignitie of our 
Lordeleſus whoin ſuch familiar 
wiſe ſufferech his dearlinge faint 
lohn, to recline and reſt ypon 
his breaſte . O good Lorde how 
trulie- and tenderly loued they 
together ? This was a moſtc 
ſiveete reſtinge place vnto John, 
and alſo moſte profitable ynto all 
chriſtian people ; in the which 


| as the holy docours ſay,hedroke 


S 3 of 


448 The life of Chriſt, 
of that well of euerlaſtinge wif. 
dome, the pretious drinke of his 
ſacred goſpell , with the which 
afterwarde he comforted the 
church of Chriſt, as with a whol- 
ſome treacle againſte the venim 
of diuers heretikes, Confider alſo 
how the other diſciples fic full 
ſorie & eate not for the inward 
griefof the aforeſated worde, to 
wit, that our Lorde Ieſu fhould 
be betrayed by one of their 
company , wherfore they looked 
ſadly one ypon an other,as if they 
knewenot any kinde of remedie 
or comfort in this caſe . And 
thus much may ſuffice at this pre- 
ſent for the firſt pointe rouchinge 
this corporall Supper, and con- 
ſummation of the lawe by ea- 
tinge of the Paſchall Lambe. 
And note as the holie doours 
ſay, we finde not that our B Lord 
did ever cate any fleſhe in all his 
whole life, but onely at chis time 
in eatinge ofthat Lambe, which 
he did more for to fulfill the mil- 
tEerig, 


The life of Chriſt, 449 
terie, then for any deſier ynto 
the meate. 

Touchingethe Seconde pointe 
which s the walhinge of the dif 
ciples feere, wee are to vnder- 
ſttande, that after the aforeſaied 
procefſle was finiſhed, our Lorde 
leſus roſe» p from ſupper,and the 
diſciples with him, not knowing 
at all what he woulde doe, or 
whecher he ment to goe. And 
then went he downe with them 
intoa lower roome ynder the a- 
foreſaied lofte, as they (ay that 
haue ſeene the place, and there 
he willed them to fitt downe, & 
commanded that water ſhould 
be broughte vnto him,and foorch 
with he caſt of his cloathes, leſt 
they ſhould be comberous or any 
imp:diment vnto him in that 
which he intended to doe,& then 
gyrdinge him ſelfe witha linnen 
cloathe, he powred out water 
into baſon of fione, and bare it 
& ſecir before the feete or Peter, 
and then kneeled him downe to 
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450 The life of Chrift, 
waſhe them . But Peter greately 
aſhamed & amazed at that deeds, 
refuſed to-haue his Lorde per- 
forme that ſeruice vnto him. But 
hearinge his ſharpe threatninge , 
that vnles he permitted him he 
ſhould gaue no parte with him 
in his kingdome, he meekly ſuf- 
fered him to doe his holy plea- 
ſure. 

Here now let vs take good 
intent to the humble deedes of 
our Lorde and Sautoure Teſus, & 
roall chat followeth at this pre- 
ſent, for certainly here is matter 
of great admiration and won- 
der : for what a fighte was it to 
ſee the kinge ofheauen,and God 
of higheſt maieſtie, ro bowe him 
ſelfe and to kneele him downe 
at the feete of a pcore Fiſhar- 
man, and fo one after an other 
coallthereſt that there were ſit- 
tinge, and with his bleſſed han- 
des to Waſh their fowle & dirtic 
feere, andafter to wipe the with 
a Towel, and deuoutly to kifle 

them? 
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The life of Chriſt, 451 
them ? verely this ſoueraigne 
maſter ſhewed well his marue- 
lous meeknes in this deede, and 
taughte vs a moſt perfect lefſon 
concerninge this yertu : and yet 
ſo much the more, in that he re- 
fuſed not to doe that baſe offics 
euen vnohim alſo who betraied 
him. O hard anditonie harte, yea 
much harder then the Adamantr, 
orany thinge elſe that can be na 
med, which nether meltech nor 
waxeth ſofte withthe heate of fo 
greate a fireof charitie, and chac 
trembleth not with feare before 
2 Lorde of ſuch maieſtie, buc 
on the contrary traiteroully and 
obſtinately betratech and ſeeketh 
the deſtruction of him who ever 
was ſo innocent, and. ſo full 


*of ſweete loue euen now to the 


laſte . A matter both wonder- 
full and dreadfull to conſider the 
preat benignitie and meekenes 
of our Lorde Ieſus, and to {ce 
the notorious obſtinacie and ma» 
lice ofche traitour ludas. 


S5 Thus 


452 The life of Chriſt. 
Thus whea this mi'!terie was 
" finiſhed in maner aforeſaied, he 

wear vp againe ynto the place 
where before he had ſipped, and 
when he w:s {ett with them , he 
tould them the caule of the afore- 
ſa'd deed; which was that they 
ſhould followe him in that ex- 
ample ofmeeknes which he their 
Lordeand maſter had giuen vnto 
them: and that they ſhoulde not 
only waſhe one an others teece, 
butcheifly forgiue one an otiers 
offences, and allwayes co recom- 
pence good tor euill: waich might 
molt plainly be vadzritood by 
his words when he (aide: If you 
know theſe chinges which I haue 
now done ynto you, yee thall be 
moſt bleT:d ifyee doe fulfill the, 
AnJ hauinge before ſerued chem 
firit with that meſle of che Paſ- 
chall Lamb2,aad now made this 
otherprepa-ation by wuthinge & 
cleanſinge cheir feete, he ſeruech 
them wich che ſecon1e m-:1T: of 


his precious body, which was the 
daintie 
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The life of Chrift, 453 


daintie of all dainties . Euen as 


men vie to doe in corporall 
feaſtes, firſte to be ſerued with 
courſe and homelie meates, and 
laſtly with ſuch as be morepre- 
tious and delicate, as apeareth 
by that which followeth after in 
the thirde coniideration, which 
treateth of that moſt highe and 
worthie Sacrament, to wit, the 
pretious body and blood of our 
Lordeand Sauiour leſus. 

Here let vs raiſe yp our cogl- 
tations far aboue al earthliethings 
wondringe & admiringe of that 
moſte worthy loue and ynſpea- 
kable charitie wherin he youch- 
ſafed to giue him ſelfe vnto ys, 
ordaininge that miſterie as a 
meanes wherby to leaue vs this 
heauenly & Angelical ſuſtinance. 
Wherfore to ſhew vnto the the 
endinge of the Sacrifices of the 
olde law, and the beginninge of 
thenew Teſtament, and to make 
him ſelfe our onely Sacriice, 
he tooke tooke bread in:o bis holy 
E S 6 handes 


454 The life of Chriſt. 

handes, and lifringe vp his eies 
to heauen , he bleſſed the breade 
and then pronounced the wordes 
ypon it. By yercue of which 
wordes the bread was chaunged 
into his bleſſed bodie, and chen he 
gaueit ynto his diſciples, layinge: 
T&keandeate for this is mybodie Which 
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fame maner he tooke the Chalice 
& ſaied: Drinkejee al of this, for this 
3s my blood hich sba(l be shed for you 
and for many in the remiſſion of ſinnes, 
And imediatly afcer he gaue ynto 
the the office & power ot Conlſe- 
cration,& in the ynto all Prieſtes, 
ſayinge : Doe yeethis in commema- 
ration of me, 

Take nowdilligent heede thou 
Chriſtia man, buc eſpecially thou 
which art a Prieſt, how deuout- 
lie,how cruely, and how attenci- 
vely our Lorde Ieſus Chriſt tur- 
ned the bread into his pretious 
bodie, andafter wich his bleſled 
handes gaue it ynto that holy 


company. And conlider = 
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The life of Chriſt, 455 
whatadmiration & wonder they 
had in behouldinge him to or- 
daine and conſecrate that noble 
cacrament,and afterwardes with 
what profounde dread and reue- 
rence they tooke and receaued 
the ſame at his handes, Cercainly 
they quite renounced all naturall 
reaſon, & only reſted themin the 
true beliefe of that which he had 
fied, firmely beleeninge chat he 
was God & could noterre: which 
cuery Chriſtian man mult like- 
wiſe doe, that cruly will receiue 
the vertcue and ſweetnes of this 
diuine Sacrament. This is that 
{weete and pretious memoriall 
that maketh mas ſoule moſt grat=- 
ful & pleaſinge vato Godſo otte as 
it is duely receaued , by reaſon 
whereof thisexcellentgitrofloue 
ſhould kindle & enflam our ſoules 
and wholly transforme vs into 
the giuer thereof . For what 
could he haue giuen ynto. vs, 
more deere, more ſweete, and 


more pretious them him {zlfe. 


456 Theliſe of Chrift. 

He that we receiue in the Sacra. 
ment of the Aultar, is che (elfe 
ſame Sonne of God Chrilte leſus, 
that cooke fleſh: and blood, and 
was borne of the virgin Marie, 
and that ſuffered death on the 
Crofle for vs, roſe the thirde day 
from death to lite, aſcended yp 
into heauen, fitteth on the righte 
hand of the Father,and ſhal come 
at the latter day to iudge borh che 
quicke and che dead. In whoſe 
poweris both life and death,who 
made both heauen and hell, and 
finally who ether can rewarde ys 
with the ioyes of the one, or pu- 
niſhe ys vvith the eternall paines 
of the other : he, the ſelfe ſame 
God and man is contained in that 
litle hoaſte , which thou behoul- 
deſt in forme of bread, and daily 
is offered vp to God the Father 
for the health of our ſoules, and 
eucrlaſtinge ſaluarion: this is the 
true beliefe which the holy 
Church doth teache vs act this pre- 
ſent, and enermore hath taughte 
vs of chis blefſed Sacrament, 
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The life of Chriff., 457 
Bur let vs yer fit a licle longer 
at chis bleſſed boorde, and ralte 
we inwardlie of that fſpirituall 
foode, moſte pretious comforrte, 
and Angelicall meate that is there 
ſet before vs, cuen the blefled 
bodie of our Lorde and Sautoure 
leſus: callinge firſte co mindethe 
wiſe and moſte gratious inſtitu- 
tion of that noble Sacrament : & 
after the grear worthines and 
maruellous operacion thereof, in 
the elected and choſerr ſoules for 
the comforte and confirmation 
of their faichein him, Firlte we 
ſhall ynderſtand, that the eternall 
Sonne of God the ſecod perſon in 
Trinity,defierons of his exceeding 
charity &endles goodnes to make 
ys partakers ofhis God head,rooke 
ypon him our fraile nature & be= 
cam ma,to theendthat he mighte 
make men as Goddes: & further- 
more all that which he tooke of 
our nature, which was his bleſ- 
{ed fleſhe and bloode , all thathe 


gaue againe for ys to purchace | 
our 


458 The liſe of Chriſt. 
our {aluation, For he offered 1 
to his heaueniy Father vpon the 
Aultar of the Crofle, his blefled 
body for our reconciliation, and 
ſhed his moſte pretious blood ag 
the price & ranſome where with 
to buy vs out of our wretched 
thrai\dome,and to waſhe vs,cleiſe 
vs, and fanGithie vs from all {inne, 
Andforas much as he would tian 
the memoric of that great and 
noble benift, ſhould neuer- de- 
parte out ofour mindes,he would 
leaue yntoali Chriſtian peoplein 
this noble Sacrament, his bleſſed 
bodie for meate, and his ſacred. 
blood for drink, vnder the formes 
of bread and wine, as thinges 
which we coulde in no wiſe lue 
without, and ſhoulde daily ſtand 
| Inneede of, whereby we mighte 
euermoreche beter retain that his 
exceeding mercy in our memory. 
O good Lord what a wonder 
was itto the bleſſed Apoſtles, to 
keour Lord Teſus ſiting with the_ 
bodely, & there with Rongs IN 
is 


*S The be of Chrift, 459 
ered yy his handes the ſelfe ſame bodie, 
pon the IN which ſeemed vntocorporal ſighe 
blefles Y nothinge elſe ſaue only bread, 8& 
n, and MN ſayings: This is my bodie that ſhal 
[ood a; © bedeliuered to death for you. And 
e with W aloofchat which was contained 
-ercheg I in the Chalice and ſeemed but 
;.cleife WY only wine. This is my blood 
| inne, @ which ſhal be ſhed for the remiſ- 
1d thay MY fion of your ſinnes: ſo that the 
at and I} filfe Came bodie which they be- 
er- de.  helde with cheir bodilie eies, 
would B was trulie contained ynder the 
pplein | forme of bread : and the ſelfe 
leſſed B ſame blood which was in his 
ſacred @ bodie, was trulie in the Chalice 
ormes | informe of wine , For then was 
inges I not that bread as it ſeemed, and 
2 live Þ 25 it was before the wordes of 
ſtand © Conſecration, nor yec the wine 
ighte I Þ the manerchatir appeared, bur 
athis M only rhe forme or likenes of 
nory. © bread and wine remayned, con- 
YMnder teyninge the verie fleſthe and 
2s, to | blood of our bleſſed. Lorde and 
h the MW Sauioure in ſubſtance. 

geig O what reaſon or ynderſtanding 
his mighte 


_ 
= = . 


mar oo ENTS 


. 
LC R Fi 


o "IL 
bo 
=” 
, 
+ 
/ d 
1} 
{| * ha 
3-64 

> 4 Y 

5 4 

! "05 
£ : +7: 

v5 LH : 
. 

" ” y 
#_-* pO 
"* © 

; 
4 Wy 

1 » 

Ur, # + 

W.* $95 | 

£8 

p "7 

. "RM 

6 
v 
Ll - - 
;- 
: - 
[3 
x? q 

"05 > 
: x 

. . 

14 & 

'* 

«; 
. 3: 
*< $ 

a 

T 

*. 

- 

4; ** » 


460 The life of Chrift, 
mighte comprehend fo preat a 
milterie at that preſent?ſurely no. 
wit or capacitie ether of man or 
Angell: wherfore the true Apo. 
ſtles at chis time, quite forſooke 
all natural reaſon,and reſted them 
only in itedfaſt beliefe ypon their 
lorde and Maſters ſayinge , ſaue 
only that wicked ludas who for 
want offaith, receiued that bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament to his vtter dam- 
nation: eue asall thoſe doe which 
be now of like opinio, who falſely 
beleeue & ſay that the Sacrament 
of the Aultar is comon bread 
& wine , as It was before the 
wordes of Conſecration;forſooth 
becauſe it ſeemeth ſoto their car- 
nal anderringe ſenſes of ſeeinge, 
taſtinge, and touchinge; who are 
far more to be reproved in this 
pointthe Iudas was, for they (ce 
not Ileſus bodilie beſides the $a- 
crament as he did, and therefore 
itis aleſſe matter for them to be- 
leue, & moreto their damnation 


if they belieue otherwiſe chen our 
Lorde 


6 The lifeof Chriſt, 46x 
great a © Lorde him ſelfe, and his holie 
rely no. © Church hath caughte chem. For 
"man or Þ chis crue doctrine of Chrittes reall 
ve Apo. @ preſence, hath bin delivered from 
orſooke Land co hand and ſtedfaſtly beleees 
ed them WU ued many hidred yeares,of al ho- 
On their © lie doctours, Martyrs, and Con- 

>, {ave Ml &effours, and all other Chriſtians, 

vho for Þ which to the end of their liues 

at bleſ. & ſtoode with out dout in this 

r dam- | pointe of faiche, & liued and died 

which therein : namely that the Sacra= The Wi 
falſely © menc of the Aultar conſecrated faith of i 
ament | by vertu of. Chriſtes holie wordes ee Sac Bo 

bread FJ isthe verie bodie of our Lordein F 
re the © forme of bread, and hispretious 

rſooth | blood in forme of wine. And al- 

ircar- IU thougheir appeare ſtill co our bo- 

einge, | dclie (enſes as it was before, yet 

1oare | thatitis the yerie fleſhe & blood 

1 this of Chriſt our Sauiour: ſochact the 

ey (ee | accidents of bread & wine, won- 

e Sa- © derfully and miraculouſly, aboue 

efore I al reaſon and naturall order, be 

o be- I} in the holy Sacrament, withour 

tion theirinherence ; and thereis pre» 

10ur  {entthe yerie body of Chriſt that 

orde ſuffe- 
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461 The life of Chriſt.” 


fuffered death vpon the Croſſe 
for vs,and his pretiousand ſacred 
blood, which there was ſhed for 
vs : this doth the Churche of 
Chriſte affuredly and ynfainedly, 
hould for true and yndouted do. 
arine, 
As touchinge the fourth 
p_ or conſideration let ys be. 
oulde how this ſoueraigne Scho 
le maſter, made afterwardes to his 
diſciples a nobleſermon, excee- 
dinge full of inward ſweetnes & 
of burninge coales of loue and 
charitie. For hauing gluen that 
bleſſed Sacrament ynto them, and 
amongſt thereſt alfoto his wicked 
enimie that traitour Iudas, he ſaid 
ynto him: That Which thou purpoſeſt 
fo doe, doe jt quicklie. As ifhe ſhould 
haue faied, I knowe ful wel whe- 
re aboutes thou goeſt, and cher- 
fore diſpatcheie forth with, for 1 
hauea mofte feruent defer to die 
for mans redemption: but none 
ofthe other diſciples, ſaue only 


Iudas him ſelfe , ynderſtood to 
what 


The life of Chriſt, 463 
» Croſſe © what end or purpoſe our Lorde 
d ſacred WY 1:fus fpake choſe wordes ynro 
ſhed for WY um: And imediately that curſed 

rche of M fraitour went forthe to the cheife 
inedly, Prieftes, to whom he had ſoulde 

ted do. WW him vpon the Wenlſday before, 

and asked ofthem ſome aſiſtance 

fourth I to fake and apprehend him. 

vs be. In the meane while that he 

1e Scho I #5 gone, our Lorde made a 

Sto his | worthie ſermon and preached 
excee. | v1t0 his diſciples, eſpecially gi- 
tnes& ©} vieg vnro chem his Peace. And 

16 ang | alllo commended ynto the three 

1 thac  motie principall yertues aboue 
m,and I all others, that is ro ſay: Faith, 

vicked I fe, and Charitie, Which Charity 

xe ſaid I ©* ſignified in theſe wordes ſay» 

poſe I Inge: 1 giueyou a nz commandemet, 10+ 15. 
hould I ® 6#c istbatyer lour one an other, for by 

whe. this shal men knowvethat yee are my diſe 

cher- ales if zee loue together, Andagaine: 

, forl If yee lowe me keepe my commande= 

ro die WM !9's . And, Tho ſo loverh me and 
none keeperh my ſayinges, then Shall x, 14. 
only my Father loue bim , and We sbgll x 
d to come t2 him and dell With bis . 

vhat And 
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464 The life of Chriſt, 
Andin diuers other place he prin, 
cipally commended vnto then 
this Charicie, as a moſte worthie 
legacite which he woulde noy 
bequeathe vnco them in this his 
late will and Teſtamenc. 
Secondly he eſftablithed them 
in faiche , and euformed them 
more pertecily in the belieſe of 
his Godhead , fayinge in thel: 
Io, 14. VOrdes: Let not your bartes be trou- 
bled and feare yee not, as yee haue be- 
lceuea tn God ſo belecue in me allſa 
ſhewinge them farther that che 
Father and he was one, and that 
thoughe he were lefſe then his 
Father as he was man, yet was he 
equall with himas he was God;& 
cherfore he reprehenced Philip 
who willed him to ſhew them 
tie Father, ſayinge: that he who 
ſawe him, fawethe Father , And 
concluding vnto them this 
pointe, he faied : If yee beleeue 
not thatl am in the Father and 
the Father in me, yet at the leali 
belecue me for the workes which 
yee 


| Philip 
w them 
he who 
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yee haue ſcene me doe, becaute 

one other could doe the worke 
hich I baue done, 

Thirdlie he comforted them 
in Hope in ſundrie ſortes and ma» 
ners. And firtte couchinge rhe 
efet of prayer, ſayinge vnto the 
in theſe wordes : If yee abide im me 
andmy ordes abide inyou , Whatſoe- 
wer yee hall aske, it Shal be giuenvnto 
jou, Againe he armed them rouc- 
ninge al cribulations and the con- 
tempce of the worlde , ſayinge 
thus: 1f the Ivorlde hate you, yee knoWe 
that it hated me before you, comfor-- 
tinge their hope as the text of the 

olpell declareth with patience 
intimes of perſecution, by exam» 
ple of him felfe who was their 
Lorde. Laſtly he forciffed them 
kit they thould d:ſpair becauſe 
ofthe with drawinge from chem 
his bodel y preſence,tellinge them 


before that they ſhouldeconceiue 


great ſorrowefor his abſence for a 
time inrefſpet ofhis death which 
ie was to ſuffer , but how after- 

þ | ward2s 


466 The life of Chrift, 
wardes that forrowe ſhoulde hy 
changedinto ynſpeakable ioy by 
meanes of his glorious reſurrec. 
tion and Aſcention to his Father, 
and by the ſendinge of the holie 
Ghoſt vnto the, the which ſhould 
comforte them in all their aftiic- 
tions, and leade them into all 
truth. And he concluded in theſe 
wordes ſayinge: All this I haue 
ſpoken vnto you, to the end that 
you may haue peace in me, inthe 
world yee ſhall ſuſtaine ſorrow: 
and atflition, bur be of good c6- 
forte for I haue ouercome thi 
worlde; which was as much to 
fay; and fo ſhall yee rhoroughe 
my helpe and afiſtance. 

After this our Lordeleſus cur- 
ned his (peeche vnto his Father, 
liftinge vp his louely cies to hex- 
uen, and comendinge ynto him, 
firſt him ſelfe accordinge to hs 
humanitie , and after he prayeth 
inſtancly for his diſciples, and 
nor only for them, bur for al choſe 
which thould belecue in rr 

| tn90- 
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The life of Chrift, 467 
choroughe their worde and prea« 
chinge > that at the Jaſte chey 
mighte be all one in petrfe& loue 
and charitie: as the Fatherin the 
Sonne, and the Sonne in the Fa- 
ther, ſo they all mighte be vnited 
in one, in the Father, Sonne, and 
holie Ghoſte, 

O ſweete Lorde Ieſu, how 
wonderfully did theſe ſacred 
wordes peirce the hartes of thy 
diſciples, for certainly they loued 
thee ſo feruently , that they 
could not poſsibly haue borne 
them , hadir not bene thac chy 
ſpeciall grace ſuſtained them? 
And doutles whoſoeuer elſe 
hath the grace deeply to exa- 
mine and inwardly co be moued 
with this ſweete doctrine of 
our B. Lorde and Sauioure, af- 
ſuredly he ſhall be likewiſe in» 
famed wich his burninge loue , 
and contentedly repoſe and reft 


dl in the ſweetnes of his precepts 


anc hole fayinges, And againz 
T whe 
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468. The life of Chrift. 
who ſo lookerh vpon his diſci. 
ples, and behouldech how they 
ftand forrowfully þanginge 
downe their heades, Weepinge 
and deeply ſighinge, he may 
juſtly be ſtirred to haue compal- 
fon, and eſpecially for Iohn, 
who aboue all ochers was mokte 
familar with our B. Lorde, as we 
before haye mencioned. 

At the latte, amonge other 
wordes of our Sauioure, we 
reade thar he faied ynto his dil- 
ciples; Riſe vp and let vs goe bence, 
O deere God what feace entred 
then into them,not knowingeas 
yet whither he could poe, and 
oreatly ſuſpectinge leit ſome 
harme ſhould befai him. And fo 
they roſe and followed him; 
And like as the litle chickens 
doe followe the henne , purtinge 
hir hicherwarde and thither- 
warde for to come ynder hit 
winges; euen ſo they goe aboute 
him now one , now another, 
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The life of Chriff, 6 
ynto him. At the 6M he wh 
eth them into a Garden ouer 
the water of Cedron, there to 
ſetle him ſelfe to prayer, and to 
expect the cominge of the 
craitour Tudas,and of other 
armed men and foul- 
diers: as after fol- 
loweth in the 
proceile of 
his Paſ- 
fion. 
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Of the Paſsion of our Lorde leſs 
Chriſt: andfirſte of his Prayer 
in the Garden, 


Toe 40. Chapter. 


Hou tizac deſjereſt to haue an 
igwarde feelinge & ſorrow- 
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The life of Chrift. 47% 
viour Ieſus , thou muſt in thy 
minde deuide and part a ſunder 
for the time, the mighte of his 
God head from his manhoode;al- 


thoughe indeedeit be moſte true, 


that (from his Incarnation ) his 
diuinitie and humanitie were ne- 
uer parteda ſonder, For there be 
ſome perſons who conlideringe 
the power of his diuinitie , doe 
ſuppoſe that no corments coulde 
bepainful ynto him (who by na- 
ture was God)as they are ynto vs 
who haue but only the nature of 
man; and therfore haue they no 
compaſsion of the paines that he 
ſuffered, ſuppolinge that for as 
much as he was God, chere could 
nopaineor griefonce touch him. 
But againſt this fonde opinion to 
haue a true feelinge and inward 
compaſsion of the paines and tor- 
ments of our Sauiour Teſu, per- 
ſet God and perfet man, we 
muſt here vnderitand, that as 
his will was to ſuffer a moſte 
ſharpe and painfull death for the 


ee. Spe © he's 


472 The life of Chrift, 
redemption of mankinde, (o by 
the ſame will he ſuſpended in his 
bitter paſsion the vie and mighte 
of his diuinicie, from his huma- 
nitie,takinge no aide chereof for 
the time, andinduring, all thoſe 
cruel paines as ifhe were but only 
man. Whertore thou ſhalt ima. 
ovine and inwardly thinke vpon 
him in his paſston, as of a beauti- 
full younge man of the age of 
three and thirtie yeares, beinge 
the faierelſt , the wiſeit, the mole 
righteous a live, and the moſte 
innocent that ever was or mighte 
bein this worlde : fo falfie accu- 
ſed, ſo maliciouſly purſued, {6 
vniuſtlie condemned , and ſo [a- 
mentably murthered as neuer 
was any before. And allſo 2s di- 
aers dotours doe teache;and rea- 
fon approueth, that he was, con- 
cerningehis bodie, of the ſwetelt 
and moſte delicate complexion 
char . ener was, or euer polsible 
could be : by reaſon whereof he 


was the more choice and render 
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The life of Chriſt. 473 
in his fleſh & ſo the paine which 
he ſuffered much more ſharpe and 
bitter vnto himy yea in ſo much, 
that the verie leaſt paine which 
he indured , was mw#<«h more 
painfull ynto him, then ic would 
iaue-bene co any other man. 

Now. then chatinge away iro 
our harces all other cares and af- 
faires,abl ſorte of wandringe and 
diſtrafted fantafies, which may 
trouble the attention and tran- 
quillitie of our ſoules, let vs make 
our ſelues in minde as preſent ar 
the tragedie of his dolefull paſ' 
fon, And firſte behoulde we ( as 
is aforeſated) how our Lorde Te 
ſus went ouer the water of Ce- 
dron into a Garde into the which 
he was wonte often times to 
enter with hts diſciples to' pray, 
And furthermore 116 vy he taketli 
with him as his three-/efpeciall 
Secretaries, Peter, Tames, and 
lohn, tellinge ti.em that his harte 
was heaute and ſorrowfull ynto 


deathe, and 'bid them to watebe 
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47 4. The bfe of Chriſt, 
with him in prayer . And then 
he wene from them about a 
ſtones caſt , and there ypon a 
a lirle hille, meekely and reve. 
rentely kneelinge on both his 
knees, he made his deuoute 
prayer to his Father in maner 
followinge, | 
My deere & Almightie Father 
full of pictie and compaſiion : [ 
beſeechethee that thou wouldeſt 
youchſafe to heare my prayer, & 
not to deſpiſe my offer which I 
preſent before thee. O Father,firſ 
Iam moſte inwardlie ſorie for 
that by all the examples of yes- 
tue ſhewed vnto this people, 
cheir harctes be not conuerced, but 
hardned againſt me, for which 
cauſe my ſpirite is-inanguiſhwith 
in me,and my ſoule is griueoully 
perplexed, wherfore bowe downe 
thine eare vnto me, and harken 
ynto the ſorrowtful wordes of my 
yoice . It pleaſed thee o Father 
to: ſende me into this worlde, to 


make {atisfation for the offenco 
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The life of Chriſt, 475 
of man commitred againſte ys, 
and foorth with at thy precept 
and will I was readie and faied, 
LoIgoe: and I hauz further de- 
clared cthy worde and truth vnto 
them, remaininge in divers tra. 
uailes from my youthe amongſt 
them , ſulfllinge thy will in all 
thou haite commanded me, and 
amalſo readie to fulfill ro the ye= 
moſte, choſe thinges that be to 
be done for their redemption: 
yet thou ſeeſt deere Facher how 
malicioutly mine enimies have 
now conſpired againſt me, and 
how I haue ever done them good 
and beſtowed thy benifitts vpon 
them that hated me, & how they 


againe have reward me with euil 


for good, and with hatred for my 
loue; and how they haue at this 
preſent corrupted my diſciple 
who bath foulde me vntothem 
for thirtie pence, and made him 


to be the inſtrument wherby 


they may deſtroye me . O Fa- 
ther, If it be thy willl beſeeche 
| T 5 thee 


— 
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476 The life of Chriff. 
thee to put from me this bitter 
cup of my palsion, ifnot thy bleſ- 
fed will be fulfilled, Ifthey will 
not acknowledge me for thy only 
Sonne,yec becaule I euer led be. 
fore them a righceous and inno- 
ceit life, and did amongſt them 
{o many good deedes, they thould 
not be ſocruell and malicious a- 
gainſteme. O Father remember 
how I hauealwayes itoode in thy 
fighre to ſpeake for chem and co 
entreat tor the, but nov they yeld 
'me euill for good, and haue pre- 
pareda moit contemptible death 
for me, wherforechou Lord who 
ſeeit all thinges, riſe vp to healpe 
meand forfaxe me not, for great 
tribulatioas arenere at hand, and 
ther is none other may del:uzrme. 
Panle here alitle, and deuout- 
ly cal ro mindethe great wonders 
of our Lorde;for behould he hath 
often heretofore prayed for chee, 
but now he is con(trained to oray 
torhim felfe. O maruellous hu- 
nulitie , for bejiage Almightie, 
Cogter- 
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coeternall and coequal with his 
Father,he ſeemeth to forger that 
heis God,andpraieth as an other 
man, ſtanding there as if it were 
ſome poore body that had neede 
to pray vnto God for helpe. 

This done our Lorde leſus 
came againe vnto his diſciples 
and tindinge them heaute, he a- 
walked them and willed them to 
pray, and fo he did the ſeconde , 
and thirde rime, and then retor- 
ned againe to his prayers as afore- 
faied.1ayinge: O righreous Farher 
fit ſo be that thou haſt abſolu- 
tely ordained, that I muft ſuffer 
death ypon the Croſſe for mans 
redemprion, thy moſte hulie will 
be then fulflled. And lo here I re- 
comende in to thy handes my 
ſweere mother and my diſciples 
the which I haue alwayes a 
ynto this preſent. And then with 
this hohe and feruenr prayer, that 
noble and precious bloode brea- 
kinge our of his bleſſed bodie in 
maner of ſweat, drapped downe 
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478 The kfe of Chriff. 
ypon the ground aboundantly in 
that agonious conflict. Loe here 
1s great matter of priete and ſor- 
rowe which is able to itirre che 
hardeſt harte that is in the worlde 
to take compalsion of the excee- 
dinge anguithe which our Lorde 
lelus, ured in chis time for our 
fake. For by vertu of his Godhead 
he awe before himall che paines 
and torments which were to be 
inflicted vpon-him, and cherfore 
according t his manboade , his 
tender dodte did griu2ou!ly rrem- 
ble for feare. and ell inco-a. moſt 
violent and bloodie {weat .| An 
here we may learne againſte our 
owne impatience, how; our 
Lorde I2fus him ſelf praied three 
ſcuerall rimes, before he had anl- 
vwereirom his Facher. 

Now at the third time when 
hewas in (o great anguiſhe of ſpi- 
rite, loe then the Prince af Gods 
Angelies ſainc Michael Randing 
befoce him, comforted him and 
ſaied. Hayle my ble{[.d Lorde 
Jeſu, 
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leſu, your deuour praier & bloody 
(weat I haue offered yp to the 
Fatherin(ighte of all the courts 
of heauen , and we all fallinge 
downe betore him, haue beſought 
him to put away from you this 
bitter drinke of your paſsion , 
But che Facher anſwered & faizd: 
My bleſſed Sonne knoweth right 
well, that the redemption of 
mankinde che which of our highe 
claritie we ſO much deficr, may 
not ſo conueniently be fultilled 
with out che ſheading of his blod, 
wherfore if he will che faluacion 
of ſaules it behoueth that he die 
forthe. This was the anſwere of 
God ynto vs, and therfore my 
Lord whatthink yeein chis mat= 
ter. Our Lorde leſus an(wered to 
the Angell and aied : I wil aboue 
a chinges the healch & faluation 
of foules, and therfore I wil choſe 
rather to ſuffer death, whereby 
the foules which che erernall 
Father hath made to his likenes 
may be ſaued,thel would not oy 

an 
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4fo Thc life of Chit, 
and ſo thoie ſoules not to be re, 
deemed : whertfore my Father, 
wil be fulkilied. 

Then the Angell faied ynt, 
him, be now of good comfort 
my Lorde and worke nanfully, 
for it beſeemetn him that is in 
highe degree, to doe great and 
worthie chinges, andto him that 
is manfull and victorious to en- 
dure great thinges,for in the end 
thoſe thinges that be harde and 
painfull ſhal ſoone paſſe away, & 
thoſe thinges. which. be ioyfull 
and glorious wil quickly followe 
after. And the Father all(o ſaith 
that he is, and ſhall be, allwayes 
with you, and that he will pre- 
ſerue and keepe your deere Mo- 
ther and your diſciples according 
to you defier, + 

And then our meeke Lorde 
TIeſu roſevp, and tooke in good 
parte this comforte ofthe Angel, 
theCreator of his owne creature, 
reputinge him (elfe for che rime 
euen inferior ynto them. Ard 

| Shear Y 
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The life of Chriſt, 431 


at the laſte he beningely tooke'his 
leaue of him, prayinge him to re- 
omende him co the Father and 
to all tne Courte of heauen. And 
ſo chis thirde time he riſeth yp 
from his prayers with al his body, 
bloodie, whom thou mayelt be- 
houlde with inwarde compal- 
fon, how he wipeth his body, or 
elle peraduenture watheth him 
priuely in the river, all which is 
reverently to be had in forrow= 
full compaſsion , for with out 
great bitternes - and ſorrowe 
this could nor poſsiblely be in- 
dured, 

And heere note that many of 
the Fathers & learned Doctours 
doe (ay, that our Lorde leſus 
praied in this maner, not onely 
for feare of his bitrer paſsion, but 
cheifly for the great pictie and 
mercie which he had for his firſte 
people the Tewes , Iamentinge 


© tat they ſhould be loſte by occae 


lon of his death. For how vn- 
kindly was it done of them to 
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482 The life of Chrift, 

flea him, ſeeinge he wasof their 
owne kinne? and was all(o pro. 
phecied in their law, to be the 
Melsias and Chriſt ti:at was to 
come, and.lad thewed ynto them 
ſo many ſingular benifitrs and 
fignes of loue. whertfore (as ſome 
ot che holy Fathers ſay ) he praied 
in this maner, ſayinge: O Fa. 
ther if it mighte ſtand with che 
faluation of my bretheren the 
lIewes , and. that the Gentiles 
mighte by orher meanes be couer- 
ted yntothee, I would refule chis 
bitter paſsion : but if otherwiſe 
it be expedient that the Iewes 
be blinded in their malice, fo 
that others after them. may haue 
more perfect hghte in faith and 
true beliefe ofthee, then not my 
will, but thine be fulfilled. 

After this he came ynto his 
diſciples, and fſaied vnto them: 
NoW ſleeye on aud take yeur rifity 
for their eies were verie hea 
uie. Thus that good Shepheard 
was full watchfull and vigl 
Wy 


5 of their 
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> be che 
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The life of Cbrift, 433 
for the keepinge of that litle 
flocke his beloued. diſciples, O 
how great was the true loue of 
our ſweete Lorde and Sauioure 
ynto them, for thoſe whom he 
loued, he loued ynto the end, 

yeaeuen in this his great an- 
guiſhe and bitter agonie, 
was he carefull to pro. 
cure their queit 
and peaceable 
reſte, 
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How onr Lorde Teſus Chrifl Tas 
" 1aken, and betrayed by lucas. 


The 41. Chapter. 


SET: 'T' Hen imediacely after our ford 
1 4 the (awe his aduerſaries cominge 

bs Tis with their torches and weapons 
to take him, yer would he not 
awake 


The life of Chriſt, 485 
awake his diſciples yntille they 
amenere ynto them. And then 
he ſpake: and faied: Ir ſufficietb,yee 


have ſlept tnw1ughe, the hover is come, 


Ma.26- 


ue be that betrayeth me # at hande. 


And there with came that wicked 
ludas and falſe traitour firſte be- 
fore them, and boldlie kifſed that 
innocent lambe his Lorde Teſus. 
For as it Is write,the maner& cu- 
tom which our Lord of his great 
denignitie vied towardes his diſ- 
cipies, was,that when at any time 
he had ſent them foorthe;at their 
retourninge againe, he would re- 
caaue them with a louely kifle : 
wherfore that traitour went be- 
fore and kifled him, as he was 
wonte to doe, and faied : Hajfe 
Maſter, 12 561 
And here:let:vs behaulde our 
Lordetefu, how , paciencly and 
gentlely he receaued that-fained 


and traicerous kifle, of that vn. 


fithfull diſciple, whoſe verie 
feere (o lately before he vouchſa- 


ted 'to- Walhe - with- his awne 


handes, 
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| 


handes, and farthermore of his 


ynſpeakable charitie, did notre. 


fuſe to feede him with the pre. 
cious foode of his blefled bodie, 


And conſider alſo how meckely 
he ſuffered him felfe to be taken, 
bound , fmitten, and furiouſlie 
haled amongſt them , as if he had 
benea theete, or the moſte wic- 
kedperſon in the worlide . Allfo 
behtouldethe compaſcion and in- 
warde ſorrowe which he hath 
for his diſciples, forſakinge him, 
and leauing himin the handes of 
thoſe raueninge wolues, And on 
the other fide confider the great 
eticfe of their hartes , for that a- 
gainſte their willes and thorou- 
phe their frailtie, they haue left 
im deſolate, forthe which the 
hartely morne & ſigh euen like ſo 
many fatherles children that 
knowe nether what to doe, nor 
whether to goe: & their ſorrowe 
was ſo much the more, to-thinke 
.tn What villanous maner their 
good Lordeand Maſter _— be 
fn 
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handled SIE f mY 
And incontinently thoſe hell- 
houndes draw & pull him alonge 
a5a beaſte vnto the Sacrifice, and 
heas a mecke Iambs doth followe 
them wich out reſiſtance , Firite 


thoſe vile wretches led him from 
thacriuer towardes the Citie of 
leruſalem , and that with great 
haite,paine,and violence, hauinge 
his bleſſed hades bounde behinde 
2 bis back as ifhe had bene ſome 
greveous malefactor, hauinge his 
mantel drawerftom him, goinge 
barehead,and ſtoupinge, tor the 
great haſte and tranajle which 
tigy enforced him ynto. 

Ang whe he was broughte be- 
forethe chieſe ofche Prieftes and 
Scribes that were then aſſembled 
together &exp2ed his coming, 
weywereioyfu] & glad thatthey 
txdcaughte him: & the they exa- 
mined him vpo many crafcy queſ. 
(los (eeking to entrap kim; & pro 


Iared fa'ſe wimnede atainite him, 
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488 The life of Chriff, 
facred eies, bufferinge him, {co 
ninge him,and fayinge: Tell yn; 
vs whoit it was that {mote thi 
laſte? And fo in manifolde andd 
uers wayes they afflited & to 
mented him, and hein all rhing 
ſhewed exceedinge preat patiect 
Acthe laſte chechiefeſt Iudge 
and maſters roſe vp and departe 
away, puttinge him there 1n cul 
cody ynder a fokee in maner of; 
priſon, where they bound himt, 
a Piller of ſtone as men doe ſa 
that haueſeene it, leauinge Witt 
him certaine armed (ouldiers fo 
more ſuertie to looke ynto him 
who all that nighte abuſed hir 
and {corned him with many op 
probrious and —_— (p 
ches, ſayinge: Doeſt chou luppo 
they felte ro be wiſer then ou 
Princes and learned Magiltrate 
and that they doe not vnderſt 
the law and religion much bett 
then thou? how fool ſhe art cnc 
to take ypon thee to reprehend! 
teache them,againſte whom tht 
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if toulde(t not haue bene ſo haklie 


Tell vnro #5 once to openthy lippes? wher- 
10te theelſ fore £101 art now vied euen as all 
Je and dif {ich 25 thou art doe deſerue, thou 
ed & tor rt well worthie todie forir, and 
11 rhingedſ'* were piety thou thouldeſt eſcap 
at patiece death, And thus all that nighte, 
ſt Tudges ſometimes one,and ſometimes an 
departe other, both by iniurious wordes 
rein cu{ſ#"d deedes, did continually def- 
aner of Y Þ!{ andabulc him. And our Lord 
ad him td [cus in a ſhamefalt maner, pa- 
1 doe {aff cently and ſilently houldeth his 
nge With peace vnto all che euill wordes 
lgiers folf Which. they moue againſte him, 
nto hin] altinge downe his countenance 
uſed hinfff ®wardes the earth,and nochinge 
many opſif ®weringe as ifhe had bene gilry 
inoe (perf 92d blame worthie. O ſweete 
2U thu Lorde leſuinto whoſe power art 
then ouſff| thou nory come, neuer waſt thou 
agilirate veforein the handes of ſuch cruel 
nderſtanfÞ k<epers , wherfore yerely this is 
ch berte} ie hower and the power of 
e art cho darknes. And fo ſtoode our Lord 
\rehend} 2ounde to rhat Piller yncill che 
hom thoſſ.ext inorninge. 
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490 The life of Chriſt, 

In the meane time Iohn whe 
had followed him ynto the Bi. 
hops houſe, went to our Ladie 
and Marie Magdalen and othe 
denout people, who were at that 
time gathered together in Marie 
Magdalens houſe, where our Lord 
had made that whorthie ſupper 
the nighte before , and there 
roulde them al whar had hap- 
ned ynto our Lorde and his 
diſciples : which when they had 
heard, they fell into ynſpeakable 
lamentinge, and weepinge, Take 
therefore compalsion on them, 
for they be now in the greateſt 
griefe and higheſt ſorrowe for 
their Lorde that euer they were 
in, for they ſee now and full 
knowe, that he ſhall be taken 
from them and put to deathe. 
And our bleſſed Ladie drewe b#t 
by hir ſele vnco hir prayers, and 
ſaied : O moſte highe , moſte 
mightie , and moſte merciful Fa- 
ther, l preſent my ſelfe before thy 


diuine Maieſtie to recomend ynto 
2 


2 ſupper 
d there 
d hap- 
nd his 
hey had 
zeakable 
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The life of Chrif, 49r 
thy holie protetion, my dearly 
beloued Sonne. O pratious Fa- 
ther I defier ro knowe whether 
my B. Sonne hall be put co death 
or no, Good Father be not cruel 
and pitrtiles ynco him, ſeeing 
to all others thou art fo good 
and mercifull , for he neuer fin- 
ned nor committed euil{. O righ- 
teous Father, if thou require his 
death for the redemption of the 
worlde, I beſeeche thee, if in 
be poſsible, chat it may be 
fulfilled by ſome other meanes, 
and that my {weete Sonnes life 
may be ſaued, if it be thy holie 
will, for all-thinges. are poſsible 
ynto thee. And he becauſe of 
his obedience vnto thee , hath 
In a manner forſaken him ſelfe 
and lefr him ſfelfe in the han» 
des of his enimie:, as moſte 
feeble and voide of all power : 
wherefore O Mercifull Fa- 
ther I beſceche thee to helpe 
lim, and co deliuer me him 
-- agunc 


492 The life of Chriſt. 
againe forth of their wicked 
handes. Thus, or in ſuch like 
wordes, our Ladie prayed for 
hir Sonne,, in great ſorrow and 
riefe of ſoule, and therfore 
oughte we to haue much 
compaſsion on hir, to 
ſee hir in ſo great 
affliction. 
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Of the bringing of our Lorde leſu before 
the Tuſtice Pilate, and of his T-bip- 
pinge at the Pallar, and cov = 
ninge With thornes, 


-The 42. Chapter. 
T He Friday early in the mor- 


ninge the chiete Prieſtes, & 
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followed them as an innocent 


494 The life of Chriſt, 
Iudges of the people came againe 


to the aroreſaid place and cauſed 
our Lorde Ieſus handes to be 
bound behinde him, and then 
{aied they thus vato him . Come 
now with ys, come rheefe & re. 
ceiue thy 1dgment, tor this day 
chy wickednes ſhal haue an end, 
and thy great wiſdome ſhall 
be made knowen; and ſo they 
led him foorch of priſon , and 
caried him before Pilate the 
chiefe luſtice , and he meckely 


lambe. | 

And when his blefſed mother, 
with lohn, and other women 
that came to beare hir companie 
(who went out earlie for to ſee 
and heare of him) mere with 
him at a croflſe way, and (awe 
him with fo great a mulrticude 
of people bound & ledas a theefe, 
and fo fowlye and difpicefully 
dealc with all , wich what ex- 
ceedinge ſorrowe they were} 
then tilled , it cannot be ex- 


prelled, 
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preſſed . For in this meetinge 


_— and feeinge eache of 
orher , there was exceedinge 
forrowe cn both partes,for our 
Lorde tooke preat compaſsion 
on his mother , and on his o- 
thers frendes whom be ſaw with 
hir , but eſpecially on hir, whom 
he knewe to be in fo great for- 
rowe for him , as if hir ſoule 
woulddeparrte fro hir body with 
priefe and corment. 

Thus our Lorde Teſus was 
kd alonge to Pilate, and theſe 
his frendes did followe after, 
for they mighte not come nere 
for the pretſe of people. And 
there he was accuſed of many 
thinges, which they could not 
proue againſe him, and there. 
tore Pilate diſmiſſed him and 
ſent him to Herod, as the goſpell 
offainr Luke telleth, who requi- 
red him to ſhew him a miracle, 
& for as much as he could nether 
getany worde of him, nor haue 
ay miracle done by him, he helde 

V 3 him 


496 The life of Chriſt, 
him for a foole, and in derifion & 
{corne cloathed him in a white 
rom & ſent himagaine to Pi- 
ace; ſo that he was not only hol. 
den asa fellon and a_ wicked per- 
ſon, but allfo reputed as a veric 
foole, And here let ys further be- 
hould the wonderfull patience of 
our Lorde Ieſus in all that is 
done ynto him, for they leade 
him thoroughe the citie back- 
warde and forwarde as a foole, 
hanginge downe his head in 
ſhamfaſt maner , and he meekely 
heareth their reproofes , their 
flaunders, their reuilinges , and 
cryinges apainſte him;and beſides 
fuffreth many deſpites of the rude 
and comon people: his deere mo- 
ther and his other frendes with 
vnſpeakeable ſorrowe following 
a far afcer. 

And beinge broughte againe 
ynto Pilate, che curſed wrecches 
ſtifely and ſturdely ſtoode till in 
their falſe accuſation. And Pilate 
perceiuinge their enuie , yy 

ad aue 
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1ffon & Þ haue ſet him at libertie,and (ated: 
a White WW 1 finde no cauſe of death in this man , Lu. :, 
eto Pi. MW Vberfore I Will chaſtice him and ſo let 
nly hol. W im goe. O Pilace Pilate wile thou 
ced per-  chaſtice thy. Lorde God ? thou 
a verie @ woteſt not what thou doeſt, for 
ther be- © he neuer deſerued nether (iripes 
ienceof I nor beatinge, but chou ſhouldeſt 
that is W doe betterand more iuſtlie if thou 
y leade I wouldeſt chaſtice and amend thy 
e back- I {elfe, Then imediacly at the bid- 
a foole, | ding of Pilate, our Lord was del- 
zead in Ill poiled of hiscloathes, bound to a 
meekely © Pillar, and molte lamentably 
, their eaten and fo. ſtoode he naked 
s , and before chem , enen the faireſt 
i beſides © younge man that euer was borne 
he rude ſ amonge all the ſonnes of men, 
ere mo- iff paciently enduringethoſe violent 
es with I !tripes which thoſk wicked wret= 
lowing | ches impoſed ypon, And ſo was 
that moſte innocent , faire, and 
 againe © mote beautifull lower ofal fleſh 
rrecches | full of woundes, euen from the 
> (til 10 top of his head to the ſole of his 
d Pilate foote, his moſte princely and pre- 


would Þ tious blood runinge out on all 
| {fides 
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of God and bumbled.O ſweete Lord 


_ defpoile thee and pluck of thy 


4983 The life of Chriff, 
al ſides ofhis bleſſed bodie, beinge 
fo longe ſcourged with wounde 
ypon wound, & bruſe vpon bruſe, 
yntill both the lookers on, & the 
whippers, were them felues 
vtterly wearie. 

Then was he vnbounde from 
the ſaid Piller, where are yer to be 
ſeene the drops of his holy blood, 
as is contained indiuers hiſtories, 
And behou!dheere with inward 
compaſlsion his ſorrowful paines, 
C& if chou feeleſt nor thy harce to 
be moued , and to melte with 
compunction,thou mayelt verely 
ſuppoſe that thou haſte a harte 
more hardetheany ſtone For then 
was fulfilled of him, that which 
the prophet Efay had prophe- 
cied longe before ſayinge: We haue 
ſeenehim in that time, and there W4s 
nether forme nor beautie left him , and 
Webeheld him 45 a leprows man ſmitten 


Ieſu Chriſt who were they fo 
boulde and hardie, that durſte 
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garments from thee ? but who 
were they more hardie that durſt 


- to binde theetbut who were the 


moſte hardie of all, that durſte ſo 
bitterly beate and ſcourge thee? 
O deere Chriſtias al, who would 
euer haue thoughce chat whipes 
and ſcourges thould haue bene 
laied ypon the ſhoulders of Al. 


_ mightie God? Bur thou ſweete 


Sonne of righteouſnes , dideſt at 
that time hide thy beames of 
plorie , and with dreweſt thy 
power and mighte, ſo that thine 
enimies were more mightie 
then thy (elfe, loue caufinge the 
one in thee, and malice cau- 
linge the other in them. O woe 
worth and curſed be that ma. 
lice and wickedneſle of finne, 
which cauſed thee ſo to be core 
mented. 

Afterwardes they Ieade him 


 fonaked & beaten, rounde about 


the houſe, ſeckinge after his cloa- 
thes which were caſte in diuers 
places, her one peece, & ther ano- 

| V5 ther peece 


=_ - . > x 
S - "Ws _— 


« _ ” Y : V7 EW 4: Wa 
7 o it 7 - _ % — - 6 7 . ; 
- _ ” 5 
, . -_ p4 
. - & "O37 " wn 
5 b y$ 
"a .. — cd - SS _— - = 
» = +5 «4 -1 : . . = 
» . IC "135. Be - . ES »Le. = SIE 
”_ = a - Wu -— =p; : "3 LI —ECAZ 7 _— * 8 - , I*. 
. F —_— £fE . 
= , 7 pu o ro. . ; — Fe 
Fa _ PL wn 
= - : - roger *'& £8 As E 
4 D —_- = - - A. . 
—_—_ —— " - » " ». > £ , O—_ - 
—- : i as ” += " - 
», —'$t x "wa p : 
22.445 $5 GIG. > <2 » : T; : -” 47 =». 
S >. - _ " —__ + : 
of ” - = = Q > »4 p 4 h A al Y% b " _ we - a o . —_ 
F - q S v” v4 _— 
4 ® . wy - : . 
7 ru —___ . Z Do on "IE apc a « ; Cs 
- O Ex - - he - bs - , "72 - w_ 
p TEE 1 © > © Parent - by Bot of hk. > 1 s j b mu a 4 —_— 
- 6. ['- ” - -_ - . 1 "a 
> a Kr2.4707. 2 p 2 S . 2 
4 *# , - "> © 64 25 ++ : $ c "Fa 
at : S Lo 1 > Hf # 4 : & : > a wy | | 
. Y = EY 4 p v << -  4-- *% þ. —_ , 4 


So. 4 - 
- - 


500 The life of Chrift. 

peece,of them that had deſpoiled 
& ſtripped him. And here oughte 
weto haue compalsion on himin ; 
ſo great colde, quakinge & trem- 
blinge, tor as the gofpell witnel- 
feth it was then full colde & bit. 
cer weather . And when he had 
put on his cloathes, ſome of thoſe 
wicked people came vnto Pilate 
and ſfaied: Sir this fellowe would 
needes haue made him fſelfe a 
Kinge, wherfore I pray you giue 
vs leaue that we may cloathe him 
and crowne him after our faiſhon 
asa kinge. And then they tooke 
an olde filken Mancell ofred and 
calte ypon him, and made agarlid 
of tharp2 prickinge thornes in 
placeota Crowne, andthruſte ic 
on his head: and put into his had 
a Reede to houlde, in ſteadeof a 
kinges Scepter ; and chen they 
kneeled and ſaluted him inſcorne 
layinge : Hayle kinge of the lewes : 
whereunto heanſwered nothing 
but meekly held his peacc. 


| And heere may we behould 
him 
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The liſe of Chiif?, 5or 
him with forrowe of harte to 
ſee how griueoutiie and how 
oft they {mite ypon the crowne 
of thornes, ro peirce and driue 
them into his braine, ſo that all 
his face was full of goare bloode 
which ranne downe from his 
moſte venerable heade, and then 
they ſcorne and mocke him, as it 
he woulde haue raigned like a 
counterfeit kinge, all which he 
{utferech as if he were their ſer- 
uaceor bond(laue. Burt o yee wic- 
ked wretches how dreadftull ſhal 
that reuerent head appeare ynto 
you at the latter day, the which 
you (mite and abufe now with 
ſuch bouldnes? And yet all this 
fufficieth not their maliceagainit 
him, but to his further reproache 
and ſhame, they gathera wicked 
company of the bafeſt of the 
people together to wonder & 
gaze ypon him in the houſe, 
and after they bringe him out 
before Pilate, and all the people , 
in that maner illuded , hauinge 

Vs on the 
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on the crowne of thornesg and 
the purple veſtment . See now 
for Goddes loue huw he ftandeth 
in that maner hanginge downe 
his face toward che earche before 
all that great multitude, who 
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644.481 ſcorned and derided him for chat 

44.3 45: Þ he would ſeeme to make him 

SI FEF ſelf wiſer then the chiefe Prieſtes 
1941 -%+ and DoRors of the lawe, 
412 +. exclaymingeand cryeng 
19%. out to Pilate, ſayinge: 
[44 Crucifie bim, Crue 
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Hol our Lorde Teſus Was condened to 
the death of the Croſſe, and com- 
pelled to carrie the ſame, 


The 4:2. Chapter. 


Fterthat our Lord Teſus was 

by diuers & ſodry ways moc- 
ked, abuſed, &tormetedamongſt 
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504 The life of Chriſt. 

them the cheife ofthe Iewes with 
greatinſtance continually demi. 
dedand made all the multitude 
with him to crie out to haue him 
to be crucified , At the laſte, the 
wicked Iuſtice Pilate fearinge 
more to diſpleaſe them , then 
wrongfully co condemne an in- 
nocent perſon, gaue- ſentence of 
death vpon him .. And then 
were the Scribes and Phariles full 
glad for that they had obtained 
their defier and purpoſe againſte 
him. For now they necher haue 
in minde che former beniktts 
which they haue receaued ofhim 
nor the miracles which he hath 
wrought amongſt them , nor are 
moued with any pittie though 
they knowe his innocencie, nor 
ceaſenot of their malice thoughe 
they ſee what griueous paines 
haue alreadie bin impoſed vpon 
him, butrather laughe, reioyce, 
and make them felues merrie at 
his miſeries: haveing authorice 


and permilſsio to put him co death | 
who 
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The life of Chrift, 505 
who iseternal Lorde,and mighte 
ſend them if he would co perpe- 
cuall damnation. 

Behold now how bufie and 
dilligenc they areto haſten him to 
his end?wherfor firlte they bringe 
him in againe tothe houſe where 
before he was ſcourged,and there 
was drawen from him that olde 
purple mantell , and hauinge 
ſtripped him naked, they bid him 
tocloathe him {elf againe. Marke 
then with inwarde compaſsion, 
that faire, ihnocent, and beautl« 
full younge man, the ſweetelt and 
moſte louely that euer was borne, 
how in that pittifull maner all 
rent and wounded, all bloody & 
naked , with a maner of thame- 
faſtnes, gathereth yp his cloathes 
in diuers places of the houſe, 
where they were ſcattered by 
thoſe wicked varletts , putting 
them on in bathfull maner before 
them, who euer ſtoode laughinge 
him co ſcorne, as if he had bene 
the moſte contemptible of all 

others, 
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506 The life of Chriſt. 
others,and quite forſaken of God 
With out any hope of helpe or 
comforte . Wherfore conſider 
here dilligently the profound & 
wonderfull meeknes of him, and 
aſmuch as thou mayeſt,conforme 
thy ſelfe by patience to imitate & 
followe him , and to ſuffer all 
aduerfities wharſoeuer for his 
loue. And goe foorth with him 
and behoulde, how after he hath 
put on his cloathes, they haſtely 
drawe him foorthe and lay ypon 
him that Tree of the croſle which 
was both heauie and longe, to 
Witt. xV. foote of lenghte, the 
which, he as a moſte meeke and 
pacient Lambe, raketh and bea- 
reth vpon his bleſſed ſhoulders, 
And thus was he led foorth with 
two theeues thac were condem- 
ned to death, which is the com» 
pany which he hath ac this pre- 
ſent. O ſweete Lordeleſu, what 
ſhame doe they vnto you who 
ſhould be your frendes, they make 
youa copanion eue vato a 
an 
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The life of =brift, $0Y 

&yet which is worſe, theycom- 
pel you rocarry your own Croſle 
which is not read of any of them. 
Wherfcre not onely as, the Pro. 
phet Eſay ſaieth, yee be numbred 
with euil doers, butalſo are yſed 
far worſe then the theeues chem 
ſelues; ſurely Lorde this patience 
may not be ſpoken, 

And heere behould our Lorde 
thus goinge forth with kis Croſſe 
on his backe,and how then out of 
the citie at all gates ranne many 
thouſandes of people , both Citt- 
zens & ſtraungers, & ofal degrees. 
ofperſons,not enly Genrilles,buc 
alſo ribaudes E dronkardes , nor 
for to haue copaſsion on him, but 
to woder on him & toabuſehim 
as peraduenture in caſtinge ſome 
durteor other yncleanes vpo him, 


And his deere mother ſeeinge ſhe 
mighte notfollow nere vnto him 
for che great mulcitude of people 
which prefſed aboute him , ſhe 
tooke a nerer way with Iohn and 
other of hir copany,to the ed that 

ſhe mighte 
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508 The life of Chiift. 

mighte meete with him before at 
a crolle way where both the pa- 
thes mer cogether. And when ſhe 
perceiued him cominge and fawe 
him ouer charged with that hea- 
uie Tree of the Crotle, the which 
ſhe hadnot ſeene before, the was 
as one our of hir ſelfe, and halfe 
.dead for ſorrowe , fo that nether 
could the ſpeake a worde to him, 
nor he ynto hirby reaſon of the 
great haſte of thoſe which drwe 
and forced him forward. Then 
a While afcer our Lorde Ieſus 
turned vnto the women that fol- 
lowed him weepinge, and faied 
vnto them: Tee dawuybrers of Hie- 
ruſalem i eepe not for me but "Yeepe 
for yur ſelues and for your chilazen, 
&c. as is further expreſſed in the 


goſpell. And note that in thele- 


two places , were -afterwardes 
erected two ſeuerall Churches in 
memorie of theſe thinges , as 
thoſe reporte that haue bene ther 
and ſtenethem, And for aſmuch 
as the mount of Caluarie- was tar 
Bead Cit 97. from 
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The bfe of briff, 509 
from the Citie, he was ſo ouer- 
come With trauaile and wearines 
of bodie that he was not able to 
bzare that heauie Crofle any far- 
ther buc fell downe ynder it for 
faintnes. And thoſe curied tor» 
mentors and full of malice, fea= 
ringe leaſt he ſhould die before he 
gotce thither , compelled one St- 
meon a itranger to heipe him 
cary his Crotle, 

Now if we dilligently conſi- 
der al that hath bene done vnto 
our Lorde leſu, and all that he 
hath ſuffered from the time he 
was firſt apprehended vnto this 
preſent , doutles we ſhall finde 
therein great matter of ſorrowe 
and compaſion. For we may ye- 
rie well beleeue that from the 
hower he was firſt taken in the 
nighte, vntill chetime of his cru- 
ciinge he was in continuall bate 
taile, and endured many reproa- 
ches, iniuries , ſorrowes, detrac- 
tions, and torments amonglt the. 
For there was giuen him'.no 
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$70 The life of Chrift: 


maner of reft , but continvall 
trouble and vexation , And here 
thou mayeſt doe well to take a 
ſhort view of that which hither. 
to paſſed againſt him , how filt 
one violetly layeth hands on him 
and apprehendeth him, an other 
with cordes ſtraightly bindeth 
him,an other blaſphemeth him, 
an other ſpicteth on his ſacred yi- 
ſag,an other propoundeth bloody 
queſtios to entrappe him,an other 
p——_ falſe witnes againſte 

im,an other draweth him fro on 
Judge to an other,an other hideth 
hiseies, an other buffecerh him, 
an other deſpoileth him of his 
cloathes, an other bindeth him 
hard co the Pillar , an other moſt 
cruely ſcourgech him, an other yn 
bindeth him and ourtech an olde 
filken mancell on him, an other 
ſettethacrowne of tharpe thornes 
vpon his heade, an other putteth 
p21to his hand a reede, an other ta- 
kethic from him and beateth che 
pricking thornes ingo his braine*, 
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The Life of Chrift,. v1 
an other kneeleth before him and 
mocketh him,and {9 foorth, now 
one,now an other,now ynto An» 
nas,now vntoCaiphas,now vnto 
Pilate, now ynto Herode, now 
hither , now thither, now out, 
now in, And finally to conclude 
he was drawen and haled along 
with great violence, and with- 
out any relte, yntill he came 
ynto that foule and ſtinkin 
hille of Caluarie, where was FM 
the end of this combatt which 
weareto ſpeake of. O my ſweets 
Lorde God how much haſte 
thou alreadie ſuffered for ys? 
But who ſo thinketh nor, rhat 
thar thou haſte yet endured that 

which is hard and painefull 
enoughe, let him abide a 
litle, and he ſhall ſee 
yet much more 
painfuell aud 
harder. 


512 The life of Chrift, 


Of the nailinge and Crucifienge of out 
Lorde Teſws vpon the Croſſe, 


The 43. Chapter. 


£+ V Vhen our Lorde Teſus Chrilt 

| was come to the hille of 
Caluarie , loe how wickedlie 
thoſe curſed workemen began 
cn 


__ The life of Chriſt, 51 
, _ W on all fides to worke that cruel 
worke. Take heede now diligetly 
andattentiuely to choſe thinges 
which be done, and make thy 
ſelfe as preſent in minde thereat, 
behouldinge all that ſhall be in- 
flicted vpon thy Lordeleſu. And 
ſo with the inner eie of thy ſoule 
behouJde, ſome preparinge the 
Croſſe, ſome makinge readie the 
ropes and cordes ro binde him, 
ſome the nayles and hammers to 
nayle him, and ſome diginge the 
hole in theearch co fix . Croſle 
tn, and others buſie aboute him 
anddrawing of his cloathes from 
him. And ſois he the thirdetime 
| ſpoiled of his garments, and ſtan- 
nge of our det ſtarke naked in the fighte 
roſie. of all the people , by which vio- 
lent diſpoilinge be renewed a 
freſhe tize bruſes and woundes 
| which he receaued in his ſcour- 
| 4 | ginge, by reaſon of the cleauinge 
—_— | of his cloathes ynto his bleſſed 

vickedlie || 990 

n began And his deere mother ſeeinge 
cn how 
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14 The life of Chriſt, 
w heis taken and adiuped 
death , forroweth and mornet 
exceedingly , and being aſhame 
toſ{ee him ſtande all naked (fo 
they left him not ſo much 2 
where with to couer his priui 
partes ) the ſtept vnto hir deer, 
Sonne and embraced him, anc 
girded him aboute his loyne 
with the kercher of hir head. 0 
good Lorde in how grea: dolour: 
was hir foule to ſee hirtweete & 
innocent Sonne ſuffer fuch grie- 
veous deſpices and in;uries ? ve- 
rely I ſuppoſe ſhe could not jpeake 
a worde ynto him tor ſorrowe, 
nor yet mighte ſhe be permirced 
to doe any further helpe vato 
him, for if ſhe mighte, without 
dout ſhe would , T hen foddainly 
was hir Sonne taken out of hit 
handes in a furious maner , and 
ſhe thruite a way with exceedinge 
rage,and ſo was he haled andpul- 
led to the foote of the Crolle 
which was laied flatt ypon the 
grounds where thou ma) - .- 
| droge rewogyn bs 


ft. The life of Chrif. 515 
diuged to W bow villanouſly they take him as 
morneth MW ribaude and caſte him downe 
* aſhamed I vpon the Croſſe, and then like 
ked ( for | mercilefſe wrertches 3nd madde 
much x { men, drewe and ſtretched on 
his privie I both ſides with Riffes cordes,firlte 
hir deere MWhis handes,and after his feete; 8 
im, and Wo hauing faſt nayled him, then 
Is loynes they reare vp the Croſſe on highe 
bead. O with all their mighte , and our 
- doloure ELorde Ieſus thor x there on, and 
weete & I then they let it with a grearfall 
ich grie- into the hole or mortice , in the 
ries ? ve- which griueous falle chou mayeſt 
ot ſpeake conſider, how all his veynes and 
fnnowes were ſhaken & broken 
ermirced £ vnto his moſte intollerablepaine. 
pe vato ff Thus was our Lorde & Saujour 
without ſnayled ypon the Crofle hande & 
>ddain|y I foote, 8 ſo ſoreſtrained & firet- 
it of hir chtedchereon, that as the Prophec 
er, and} Dauidfayeth, they mighte celÞ& 
ceedinge number al his bones, for then ran 
and pul- I ut of thar bleſſed body the itrea- 
> Croſſe ſ mes of that moite holy blood, on 
pon the Yalfides aboundancly out of his fa- 
cred wotndes: and (o ſtraightly = 
ee hag 
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516 The life of Chriſt, 
he faſtned thereunto that he can- 
not moue any member ſaue only 
his head; wherefore his body han- 
gingeonly by three nayles, with 
out douthe {uffered fo bitter ſor«= 
row and grieueous paines, that 
nether hartcan thinke it, nor any 
toungeable todeclare it, And yet 
to his further reproache he is cru« 
cited betwixt two theeues , 
whereof the one blaſphemed and 
ſcorned him, and diuers of the 
ſtony harted people ſhooke their 
heades at him ſayinge: Vab, fie on 
thee, fie on thee, thou art he that 
wouldeſt deſtroye the Temple of 
God and builde ic vp againe in 
three dayes. Some (ated: Others be 
ſaned, hum ſelfe he cannot ſaue: and if 
thou be rhe Sonne of God , del- 
cend now from vhe Croſſe that 
we may ſee and beleue. Theſe & 
many other ſuch like reproues & 
blaſphemies they vttered againſt 
him,as the Goſpell tellerh, 

And here eſpecially let ys note, 
that all cheſe aforeſaied wronges 
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The life of Chrif, 517 
and horrible abuſes were done in 
the ſighte and hearinge of his 
molte Lrrowulmorker landing 
ynder the Croſſe; whole com- 
paſsion and reares cauied hir 
Sonne to haue the more bitcer' 
paines. And onthe other ſide our 
Ladie hanginge in ſoule with hir 
Sonne on the Crofle , inwardly 
defiered rather to haue died 
that time with him, then co haue 
lived any longer. And fo ſtoode 
this doleful mother by the Crofle 
of ir Sonne: ſhe neuer turned hir 
tender eie from him: ſhe was fil 
led with anguithe for him, like 
as was hir biefled Sonne for hir: 
and ſhe praied to the Father at 
that crime with many bitter 
ſighes from hir harte for him, 
ſayinge in this maner. O heauenly 
Father and ſoueraigne Lorde of _ 
Maieltie, without dout it was 
orelcene and pleaſinge vnto thee 
from before all eternitie, that my 
bleſſed and moſte innocent Sonne 
tould ſhed his pretious blood 
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The life of Chrift, 
and be crucifled for che finnes ol 
the worlde and accordinge to thy 
holy will chis thinge is perfor- 
med, wherfore itis now no time 
toaske him of thee againe, But 
holie Father thou ſeceſt and be. 
houldeſt the greueous torment 
and anguithe of his ſfoule, wher- 
forel beſceche thee to releaſe and 
eaſe him ofhis paines : and chus 
ſhepittifully prated for him, and 
recommended him to his Father 
in all chac ſhe mighre. | 
And hir bleſſed Sonne priuel 
with in him felfe prayed allfo 
for hir, ſayinge, O good Father 
thou knowelt righte well how 
deeplieand ſorrowfully my ble(- 
ſed Motheris tormented forme, 
my owne crucifienge and paines 
is ſufficienc for the ſinnes of all 
the worlde , ſhe hath not deſcr- 
ued any ſuch chinge , and yet 
Joe ſke hangeth in ſoule on the 
Croſſe with me, and my paines 
and ſorrowes are exceeding: 
painefull yato hir, es 
Its 


bs 
nnes of 
eto thy 
perfor» 
no time 
1e, But 
and be. 


torment 
>, Wher- 
leaſe and 
nd thus 
im, and 
s Fache 


e priuely 
yed allfo 
d Facher 
ell how 
my ble(- 
1 forme, 
1d paines 
nes of all 


The life of Chriff, 09 #19 


Trecommend hir ynto thee, be- 


ſeechinge that it would pleaſe 
thee to ſlacke and aſlwage bir 
corments. 

There was allſo with our 
bleſſed Ladie the beloved diſci- 
ple Iohn and Marie Magdalen , 
and other of his good frendes , 
ſtandinge vnder the Croife, who 
all made exceedinge great ſor= 
rowe and weepinge, and mighte 
in no wiſe be comforted becauſe 
of the paines of their beloued 
Malter ; for euer was their ſor- 

rowe renewed with his, ether 

in wordes , or in deedes 

which were done yvnto 

him, as you may fur- 
ther fee in the 
chapter fol- 
lowinge, 
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The life of Chriſt, 


Of the Wordes Which our Lorde ſpake 
banginge ypon the Croſſe and 
of bis yealdinge vp the 


= TY... Lan 
ow _ T1tiu% 1 hve a 


on the Croſſe in exceedinge 
paineanddolonre, and yet ami« 
deſ this intollerable corment, he 
ceaſeth not ts yyorks & to foeake 
allwayes that which was pron. 
table for vs, and namely Seauen 
moſte notable wordes which be 
found ywritten in the goſpell. 
The firſte worde was ſpoken 
when he praied for choſe his eni- 
mies ſayinge: Father forgiue them 
worde, they knolve not What they dee. O 
wonderfull patience, charitie, & 
vnſpeakable benignitie. | 
The ſecond was to his mother 
ſayinge: VVoman behould thy Sonnt, 
worde. and ro lohn, beboulde thy mother . He 
woulde not call hir at chat time, 


Sprite, 


The 44. Chapter. 


meth our Lorde Teſs 


Mother, 


de Teſus 
;eedinge 
et am 
ent, he 
o fyeake 


Na 
Ss PTOn-: 


Seauen 
zhich be 
ell. 
ſpoken 
his enl- 
71HE them 
! doe . O 
ritie; & 


. mother 
hy Sonnt, 
ther . He 
at ime, 


Mother, 


The life of Chrift. $21 
Mother, leaſt thoroughe the ten- 
dernes of hir harcte with chat 
worde, ſhe ſhould haue bene more 
ſtroken with inward ſorrowe. 

The Thirde was to the good 
Thiefe, ſayinge: This day thou sbalt 3: 5 
bewirh me in Paradice. wherin his "oe. 
moſte Iarge and infinite mercie 
was ſhewed ynto ys. 

The fourth was when he ſaied: 

F!0j Eloi leuaſabathani, that is to ſay, 5c... 

1m God my God Whyhaſtethou forſaken | 

xe7/\:1f he had ſaied more plainly 

tins: O my God thou haſte ſo 

much loued the redemption of the 

world that thou haſte giuen me to 

death therfor & haſte as is ſcemeth 

enen forſaken me. O ſweere Lord 

leſu, how pleaſing was that word 

vnto thy enimies,and whata diſ- 

comforte was It vnto thy frendes? 

Surelie as it may ſeeme, there was 

neuer any words ſpoken by our 

Lorde, that gaue ſo much encou- 

ragement ynto his enimies, & ſo 

prear diſcomforc to his frendes : 

but our Lord would ſhew therby 
28> ynto 


$22 The life of Chriſt, 
ynto the end, that as he ſuffredin 
body after the natur ofma,ſoalfo 
he woulde frame his wordes and 
ſpeache anſwerable to the infir. 
mitie of man, declaringe thereby 
that he was perfete man and felt 
thoſe ſenſible paines & torment, 
ſuſpendinge for thac time all the 
power, mighte, & yſe of his God- 
: head. The Fifth worde was Sitio: 
BTR” 4. IThirſte, The which wordealllo 
$83 © © miniſtredto his enimies further 
occaſion of reioyſinge, and to his 
bleſſed Mother greater occaſio of 
compaſsion, And althoughethis 
"(0 ERC" worde may be ynderſtoode of his 
WE Mates, thirſte for the health of ſoules,ne- 


VT" 14 BR uertheles indeed he thirſted alllq 
"$7:%®7, © bodily,inregarde ofthe aboidant 
T2867 Joſſe of his blood , which cauſed 

fx MEET him to be exceedinge drye and 

3 6 ot; thirſtie wich in. Then loeat theſe 
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TRA 7 bt 4 wordes, thoſe limmes of the diuel 
{WE Th that euer deuiſed howthey might 
TR 127 © 56 moſt corment him, tooke vineger 
LY. [et mingled with gauleand profered 


bim to drinke, 
The ſixte words was when he 


CF 


A The life of Chrift, $223 
iffredin W faied: Conſummath eſt: It is finished. 6. 
5.ſoalp MW As ifhe had faied : O Father all 94: 
-des and W the commandements which thou 
he infir. W haſte giuen me, and al that which 
thereby W was written of me, I haue per- 
randfel: M fetly and  obediently fulled, 
"2rmencs, M wherfore now if it vleaſe chee 
ie all the MY receive me againe vnto thee. And 
his God. © then anſwerd the Father ſayinge. 
vas Sitio, Come now my {weete and be- 
rde all BE loued Sone,for thou haſt finiſhed 
further £ all thinges wonderfull well, and 
1d to his Y I will not chat thou ſuffer any 
ccaſioof E further rorment , and therefore 
1ghethis | come vato me, come and I ſhall 
de ofhis } embrace thee with in my armes, 
ules,ne- | come& repoſe theein my boſom, 
ted alllo And then our Lorde Iefiis bee 
boiidant gine to faile in fighr as che maner 
i cauſed i50fmen a dyeinge, & ro waxall 
rye and pale & wanne, now cloſinge the 
-attheſe | cic,now openinge theeie;& bow. 
he diuel | ingehis head, now on one fide, 
y might | and now ananotherfide : and at 
vineger the lafte pronounced the Sea 
profered venth worlde fayinge with 
a ſtronge crie and loude voice: 
when he Xs Faiber 
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224 The life of Chriff 
Fat er intothy handes 1 comment m 


vp the ghoſte, his facred head fal- 
Iingedowne vpon his breaſlte,anc 
rendringe him his fpirite. 
Art this vehement crie of ou 
Lorde Ieſus, a Centurion who 
was ſtandinge by was conuerted, 
who preſently faied: verely this man 
Tas the Sonneof God. And as many 
holie men doe ſay, this crie was 
ſo lowd and greate that it was 
hearde into Hell. O deere God in 
what plighte was chat time his 
forrowfull mothers ſo ile, w: en 
ſhe awe hir ſweete Sonne fo bit- 
terly to crie, ſo painfully to die, 
and tinal!y to yeald vp the ghofte? 
we may well ſuppoſe that ihe 
was readie to haue failed and-to 
haue giuen vp the gho'te with 
him. and here wk allſo t':at 
bletſed Magdalen, and thac wel 
beloued diſciple fainc ſon, with 
other two Siſter. of our bletled 
Ladies were all fuli ſorrie, and 
Wepte moite bitter hauinge _ 
e 


f. | The life of Chriff, 425 
men1 m WF kinde of comforte,and not know- 
 yeelded inge what to doe. 

head fal- Loe now hangeth our Lorde 
alte,and W Chriſt dead on the Croſſe, and 
all chat great multitude de- 
2 of our parte away to the Citie, and the 
on who If (orrowfullKWother ſercerh hir 
nuerted, W downe beſides the Crofle,and be. 
y this man I houldeh pitcifally hir Ueere S6ne 
as many WW focruelly dealc with all, and ex- 
rie was' i peterh helpe from God that ſhe 
t it Was mighte haue him downe & burie 
; Godin | him. Where if thou allo well be- 
ime his Ef houlde thy Lorde, thou canſt not 
2, W..e IF chooſe but haueexceedinge much 
: fo bit= IM compaſsion , ſeeinge him ſo tor- 
_ todie, I mented;thatfrom the (ole of the 
 gholte? I foote to thecrowne of his head, 
aat the I there was no wholplace or mem- 
and-to I ber left in him. This trulie is a 
e witi ff pitcifull : and a ioyfull fighte. A 
lo t':at moſte picrifull ſighte in him, in 
ac wel reſpe& of the painefull paſsion 
1, with which he ſuffered for our falua- 
bletled tion; and a (weete benifit to vs 
*2 and for the effe and worke of our re= 
1ge RO demption, For which cavie the 
Finde X 6 fghte 


26 The life of Chrift. 
fohre and behouldinge of our S4+ 
uioure Ieſu hanginge vgon the 
Croſle, by deuoute contemplatis 
of ſouls, is ſo palsinge {weete 
ynto (ome perſons, that after the 
feelings of longe and ſorrowfull 
compaſlsion, they ceiue {0 
great contentmet in their ſoules, 
as cannotÞde expreſled ; which 
none may ſo well knowe', but 
ſuch as by experience have felt 
the fame, which hath cauſed the 
ro crie out with the B. Apoſt- 
le & to ſay . God forbid that 
I should rejoyce in any thingg 

bur in the Croſſe of our 

Lorde leſus. 
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Of the openning of our bleſſed Sauiours 
ſide with 4 Speare, 


The 45. Chapter. 


] N the meanetime whilſle the 
bleffed Mother of our Lorde 
leſus ( with other true frendes of 
his before named) face and a» 
bode beſides rhe Crofſe , cone 
tinually behouldioge him fo 
pictifully hanginge dead bet- 
wixt two theeues:loe chere came 
many armed men forthe of tne 

55 To 


528 The life of Chrift, 
Citie towardes them, the which 
I were ſent to breake the leggesof 
S | them that where crucified, and fo 
- MF to kill chem out righte and brrie 
them, becauſe the bodies ſhould 
notabide there, hanginge on the 
Croſle ypon the Saboth day. And 
then our Ladie roſe vp and all 
the other with hir, and earneſtly 
looked and ſaw them come, but 
What ro doe they wilte not! 
wierfore they fell into great 
ſortowe and feare , and namely 
his mother, who ſpake ynto hir 
Ws blefſed Sonne in this maner. My 
WT RY uk - 3 deere Sonne what may be the 
fo cauſe why all theſe armed men 


Cy 
_ . 
-- I 


Fi retorne againe ? alas what will 
8.9 they now doe more vato thee, 
1 T hey haue already bereft thee of 
{|| [EPs thy life, and I had well hoped 
WE ns 2 l; that they had bene ſatisfied with 
FL Ke ef that which chey before had done 
vnto the2 whilſt thou walt aliue. 
But as it ſeemeth vnto me they 
meane not foto ceaſe, but turcher 
willpurſue thee dead , Alas my 
WES. deere 


fp, The life of Chrift, 529 
e which WW deere Sonne I wot not what ro 
leggesof doe, for I can helps thee no more 
d, and ſo © now, then before | could defende 
1d burie | thee [rom death Onlie | wil abide 
s ſhould I and ſee. and pray vntorhy Facher 
e on the that he will make them gentle 
ay. And and tender vnto thee. 

and all MY: And there with they went all 
arneſtly fue and itoode before the Crofle 


me, but II ofour Lorde. And then came the 
te nots © aforefaied armed men haſtelie 
o great I ith great noyiſe and violence 
namely I Yo them , and ſeeinge the 
nto hir  Theeues yet liuinge, a, great 
ier. My furie they hewed and brake cheir 
be the © |:gges, and fo flewe chem, and 
-d men | after caſte chem in {-me ditci or 
2t will bole nere band, And then they 


o thee, | tornedandcame varo our Lorde 
thee of Þ Iefu. And therwich our Ladte 
| hoped © peirced choroughe the hart with 
d with | forrowe, and fearinge leaſt chey 
d done  woulde doein tne ſame maner to | 
| alive, £ Þir Sonne, could doe nothinge 
ne they £ more ſaue only co berake hir ro 
turcher © tir chifetarmoure, chac is to ſay, 
las my I to ir yercuous meeknes, And fo 


deere . knee» 


$30 The life of Chrift, 

neelinge downe before them & 
ſpereadinge hir handes, with ar 
highe voiceand mornefull ſpee. 
che, the ſpake vnro them in thi; 
maner. Good bretheren I beſecct 
you for Allmightie Gods ſweet: 
loue, that yee torment me no 
more in my deere Sonne,for truly 
Iam his forrowfull Mother, and 
as yee knowe well bretheren , [ 
neuer offended you, nor did any 
_ vnto you. And althoughe 
it be 1o that my Sonne ſeemed 
gontrarie to your law, you haue 
therfore {laine him. And as-I dog 
freely forgiue you al the wronges 
and iniiries, yea & the veriedeath 
alſo of my Sonne,1ſo I pray you to 
ſhewe me that mercie, thar yee 
breake not his bodie as yee haue 
done the Theeues, but that 1 may 
burie him: whole, for that 2s you 
ſee it neederh noc, ſeeinge he is 
fully dead, and hath bene agood 
time paſte, And in like manet 
Tohn , and Marie Magdalen, 
and our Ladies other Sitters knee* 
EET. - - yo 


[- 


ft, The bfeof Chriſt, 530 
e them& ling with Ho rc the ame, 
_ with an Wall very ſore weepinge, 
full ſpee. Alack good Ladie what doe 
n in this I yee? yee bowe you to the feete of 
I beſeech WW them that be moſte wicked , and 
ds iweete pray ynto them that haue no re- 
© me no ff garde ynto any goed prayer, Sup» 
for truly MW poſe yee to winne by your pittie 
cher, and W them chat be moſte proude, and 
heren, l W wich your meckenes to ouer- 
did any W come them that be moſte cruell? 
choughe © Nay, nay , you trauell in yaine. 
; ſeemed © And ſo one who was named 
ou haue I Longius, and was at that time 
as-I dos ſÞ both wicked and praude (_ but 
wvronges © after became a moſte holie man 
riedeath WW and a Martire) takinge no pit=- 
yyouto ff tie of their weepinge and deſ- 
har yee | pilinge their prayer , with a 
ee haue tharpe Speare, opened the fide of 
t1 may © our Lorde ſeſus Chriſt, and made 
t2syou © there ina moſt deepe & greueous 
pe heis W wounde, outofthe which iſſued 
eagood W- both water & blood , And there 
; maner W with our Ladie fell downe ina 
zdalen, W ſfowndeas halfe dead, betweene 
rs knee* W the armes of Marie Magdalen , 
linge 3 Ant 
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$32 The life of Chriſt; 
And then ixghed xg bear, 
that ſorrowe , tooke ynto him: 
mans hrs, ana rinnge VP aiec 
vntothem. Yee wicked men wiy 
haue you done this deed of cruel. 
tie? See yeenot that he is alreadic 
dead, and would yee alſo ſlea his 
ſorrowfull morher? wherfore | 
pray depart you that we maj 
peaceablie burie him. And there 
with as God would they went 
their way. 

Then was our Ladie recoue. 
red, and come to hir ſelfe, and fo 
aroſe asifithad bene from {leepe, 
asking what they had done more 
to hir Sonne. And they ſaied, not 
any new thinge more . But after 
ſhe had gathered ſpirite, and be- 
helde kim fo griueouſlie woun- 
ded, ſhe was allo wounded in hir 
harte with a deepe wounde of 
ſorrowe. See now hovy often 
times our Lacie 1s that day dead? 
Surely euen fo often as ſhe ſeeth 
any torment or paine done to hir 
bleſſed Sonng. Wherfore then 
Was 


TY The life of brit, $532 
ak bears 0 35 adhd be kar Nas which 
1to him, I folie Simeon had prophecied 
* VÞ ſaied IN 12" g* before ſayinge : that the 

{worde of ſorrow thould tranſ= 
perce hir ſoule;to wit the ſworde 
of his death and paſsion, which 


men why 
| of cruel. 
 alreadie 


. this day hapned full ofte ynto hir 

4 ag for walls ha {word of this ſpeare 

we may hath deeply perced both the body 

al cho of che Sonne, and the ſoule of 
the mother. 

ey went 


After this they ſet them all 


downe againe beſides the Croſſe. 


 TECOUE 
lat chav Thoil one thas 
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_ n 
n ſleepe, | wore not, for they cannot take 
ne more | downe the body and burie it, 
ied, not || becauſe they want both helpe 8 
ut after | inſtruments apt thereto. And for 
and be. || togoeaway and leaue him hang- 
woun- | inge there, they darenot, and 
dinhir I longe to tarrie there they may 
inde of || not, becauſe the nighte was 
! often come vpon them; here may we 
' dead? A {ee in what great forrowe and 
1e ſeeth perplexitie they be . O ſweete 
eto hir Lorde Ieſus Chriſte, how is it 
* then that chou ſuffereſt thy mote 


Was 


deere 


$44 Thelfe of Chiift: 
deere mother choſen before al 
others, who is the miror of th; 
worlde and thy eſpeciall reſting 
place, ſo much to be tormen 
ted and troubled, that ſcarci 
ſhe hath any ſpirite co liue, 
and timg 1t were that ſhe 
had ſome maner of reſt, 
and releaſinge of hir 
ſorrowes, after 
ſo many yex- 
ations, 


Of the 


Ke. 
L. 


Defore all 
ror of the 
 reſtinge 
tormen« 
at ſcarce 


Of the takinge doWne of the bodie of 
our Lorde and Sanioure Ie/fts 
from the Croſſe. 


The 46. Chapter. 


Nd in the meane time 
that our Ladie, with Iohn 
and the reſte, were in fo 
great perplexitie and deſolation 
A513 
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536 The life of Chrift, 

as is aforeſaid , they looked 0 
times towardes the City for fe 
And then they ſaw many ot! 
cominge towardes them an 
way , Which were Ioſephe 
Arimathia and Nicodemus, br! 
oinge divers inſtruments whi 
with they ſhould take downec 
bodie of leſus from the Crof] 
Andallſo they brought an hy 
dred poundes of mirhe & Aloe 
for to anointe his body and 10 
burie it. And then they all roſe: 
with great feare not knowiny 
what they ment to doe. O Lorc 
God how greatis the ſorrowe: 
this day. 

Then Iohn takinge heede t 
chem that were ſo cominge, ſaic 
to our Ladie; Surelie I fee co 
minge Toſephe and Nicodemu: 
And then our Ladie tooke (pirit 
and was greatly comforted an 
faied. Bleſſed be our Lorde God 


" who hath ſent ys helpe in ow 


neceſsitie, and hath not forſaker 
vs in our tbulation; good fonne 
ESD, [ohy 


WW, 

$38 The life of Chriff, 
nored our Lorde Iefu. And a 
they bowed :to our Ladie and 
hir Siſters, and to Marie Mag 
len,(alating chem one afcer at 
ther: 8& they receaued them w 
-xeuerent enclininge, & thus tl 
remayned & ftood weepinge | 
gethera good ſpace before tl 
could ſpeake , their hartes wi 
on all tides ſo repleniſhed w! 
ſorrowe. At the laſte our Lai 
began to ſpeake to them 8 ſais 
Surelie good frendes yee h: 
done well, that yee haue be 
fo mindefull of your maſter, f 
heloued you full well, for I co! 
fefle vnto you that me though 
there was a new lighte riſen wi 
in my harteat your cominge, 
crulie before we wiſte not wh 
todoe, wherfore our Lorde r: 
uite you for this curteſie . An 
they faied _ : we be or 
with all our hartes for the gre: 
wronges and iniuries whic 
haue bene done againite him, fo 
wo plainly perceiue che _ 
ka : 
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40 The life of Chrift, 
And when thenayle was drawen 
out, lohn made ſigne ynto Nico. 
demus to take it to him preuilie 
fo that our Ladie ſhould not ſee it 
for diſcomfortingeothir. And af. 
ter in the ſame maner Nicodemus 
drewe our the nayle of the lefte 
hande & tooke icprewlie to lohn, 
And the Nicodemus came dow- 
ne to draue out the nayle ofour 
Lordes feere, and in the meane 
time loſephe ſuſtaynech and bea- 
rech vp the bodie. O how happie 
is he that may ſuſtaine and em- 
brace that holie bodie of our Lor-+ 
de leſus. And therwich our Ladie 
tooke into hir hande, the righte 
handeof our Lorde, and behol- 
deth ir, and layerh ir yaco hireie, 
and deuoutly kiflech ic, ſore wee-« 
pinge and lighinge. 

And when che nayle of che feet 
was pullled out, Ioſephe came 
of ſo.clie, and chenchey all.ſerr to 
their handes, and cookeour Lor- 
des bodieandlaied ic downe vps 
the earth, And our Lady ot " 


ft, 
drawen 
0 Nico» 
preuilie 
207 lee it 
 Andaf. 
codemus 


The tife of Chrif. 54t 
head and bare itin hir armes, and 
MarieMagdalen was readie tO ta. 
kethe feere and kifſe them, at the 
which ſhe receaued luch ſingular 
grace and pardon in his lite cime. 
Other of that company ſtoode 


he lefre F 14out them, & makinge great la- 
to lohn, F nication over him as the prophet 
i _ fieth:They sbal mak ſorrowe ower hine 
e of our 


#: ypon the only beg ctten childe : and 
5 MEane Þ namely his bleſſed mother wee- 
and bea- pinge and ſorrowfully behoul=. 
/ happie dinge the woundes of his handes 
nd em- Bf indfeete, and eſpecially thac gre. 
ur Lot« & -ous wide wounde of his 1ide, 
ir Ladie row behoaldinge the one, and 
e righte F ow the other. And finally the 
| behol- F Jjeweth his head ſo foulie deale 
o hireie, I wich all, & his haire torneaway 
re Wee Þ with the tharpe thornes, and his 
louehie Face all over defiled with 
blood and fpictel,and the haire of 
his bearde drawen away from his 
Lſecrto Þ cheokes, as the Proptet Elay ipe= 
ur Lot- J fethin his perſon fayinge: I gaue 
'ne Vp9 m head co them that ſi morelt, and my 
ook che chethes to them that drew e at ay the 

bead Y lege. Y 2 of 
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Of the anointinge of our Lordes ho: 


ana of his bleſſed burial}. 
Tae 47. Chapter. 


A Fter that the body of o! 
- * Lorde Ileſus had reſted th 
awhile betwixt his mothersa 
Mes, it began atthe laſte todrav 
RS . 


,ordes bodit 


The life of Chrift, $43 
wardes nighte & wax ſomwhar 
darke, wherfore Iofephe prayed 
our Ladie tliat ſhe would permit 
the body tobe anointed afcer the 
cuſtome of the Iewes and to be 
wond ypinthe windingcloathes 
and ſoto be buried. But ſhe was 
loth to condeſcend thereuntoand 
ied. Good bretheren take not ſo 
foone my bleſſed Sonne away 
from me , but rather burie me 
with him , Then ſaied Tohn; my 
deere mother let vs conſent to 
loſephe and Nicodemus, & ſuffer 
the body of our lord to be buried, 
for ellſe perhappes by occaſion of 
ouerlonge remayninge here, fee 
may fall ether into fome great 
danger, or ſlaunder of the lewes, 
Andat this councell of Iohn, our 
Ladie beinge wiſe and diſcrete, 
and remembringe withall thac 
ſhe was comitted by our Lorde to 
hiscuſtodie , would no longer 
hinder his burienge , but bleſſed 
the body and then gaue the leaue 
todreile it as they pleaſed. 
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46 The life of Chrift. 
593 ven '- 9 tral » Ind 
Ioſephe, with others began to 
aniointe the body & to wrapit vp 
in linen cloathes. But our Ladie 
kept ſtill the headin bir Jappefor 
to dreſſe and anoint chat hir ſelfe, 
and Marie Magdalen likewiſe 
kept the feete. And whe they had 
dreſſed the bodieand came nighe 
to the feete, Marie Magdalen ai- 
ed: I beſeeche you to futfer me to 
defle and anointe the feetear the 
which I haue found heretofore (0 
much mercie. And they graunted 
Firrequeſt, And then ſhe helde the 
ſzete and looked ypon them wee- 
pingeaad almoſte faintinge with 
exceſsiue ſorrowe. And euenas 
before in his life rime ſhe did wa- 
waſhe them with hir teares of in« 
wardecompunctio,fonow muck 
more aboundantly doth ſhe wa- 
ſhe chem with teares of inwarde 
compaſsion , For as he who was 
the vyerie cruth it (elſe hach wit- 
nefled ofhir, ſhe loued much and 
therfore ſhe wepte much : and 

namely 
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The life of Chriff | 
namely in ors, HO or 
which now ſhe is to doe to hir 
beloued Maſter , that ſcarcely 
could hire harte abide m hir bodie 
for exceedinge forrowe, for ſhe 
would full gladie haue died there 
at hir Lordes feete. But ſith ſhe 
knoweth no other remedie, ſhe 
endeuoreth as far as ſhe isablein 
this hir laſte ſeruice ynto him,and 
dreſſech his body in the beſt ma. 
ner that ſhe may but not as the 
woulde, for ſhe lacketh both mat» 
ter where with , and time there- 
unto . But as well as the may ſhe 
waſheth his holy feece wich hix 
teares, and after detonuthe wi- 
perh them & often kiſlech them, 
and after wrappeth chem vp in 
cloathes in the beſt maner that 
ſhe coulde, 

This done, and all the body 
beinge now dreſſed andanointed 
vnto the head, they looke towar- 
des our Ladie to ſee if ſhe had 


performed hir parte, and then 
began they all greatlie co weepe 
Y4 and 
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546 The life of Chrift 


and to makeexceedinge ſorrowe, 
And. our Ladie ſeeinge chat the 
might no longer defer the cime, 
fixed hir cies {tedfaſtly ypon the 
countenance of hir Sonne, and 
ſpeaketh in this maner. My ſweet 
Sonneloe now Iholde thee here 
deadin my lappe , & as Iperceiue 
now our bsdies muſte needes 
departe afonder, o how harde is 
this departure ynto me, Hereto- 
fore there was an other maner of 
comforteand conuerſation bet- 
wixt Vs, and we haue ſometimes 
liuedamongeother men with out 
any complaint or offence, althou. 
ghe at this time thou art flaine 
amongſt theas a wicked perſon, 
In all which ſorrowfull bacaills# 
thy Father wouldnot helpe thee, 
andI my ſelfe couldenot. O my 
ſweet Sonne thus itpleaſed thee 
eo forſake thy ſelfe for the loue of 
mankinde, whom thou wouldeſt 
thus redeeme by thy death and 
paſsion, A molte bitter and pain» 
full redemption ynto thee, Bur 

yer 


$48 The life of Chriff. 

. +6 Sonne A eee full is 
this departure? And (o with great 
aboundance of teares ſhe waſhed 
his ſacred :ead much better then 

| Marie Magdalen had done his | 

feete. Then ſhe wiped his face and 
kiſſed it , and ſo wounde vp his 
heade in a ſudarie or napkin, and 
then ſigned and bleſſed him and 
ſolert him depart. Then they all 
together honoringe and kiſcinge 
his holie feete, rooke him yp and - 
bare himto the graue, our Ladio 
bearinge the head , and Marie 
"Magdalen the feete, and others 
the midle parre. 

And nere that place of the 
Croſſe, about the ſpace of a ſtones 
calte, there was a new graue 
Wherein no bodie wascuer laied 
before, and therein with reuerenc 
kneelinge they laied him, wich 

. great fighinges, ſobinges, and 

'- Weepinges. And after he was fo 
buried,they rowled a great ſtone 
againſt the dore of the graue: and 
33ga loſephe ſpaks yntoour _ 
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The life of Cbriff, $49 
and ſated. My Ladie I pray yon 
for Gods loue, and for the loue of 
your Sonne our Maſter, that you 
woulde youchſafe to come and 
take your harbourcin my houſe; 
for I knowerighte well you hage 
no houſe of zour owne, wherfor 
I befeeche you take mine as your 
owne for al that is mine is yours. 
And in the ſame maner Nicode- 
mus praied on the other ſide, And 
ſhe lowlie enclininge vato them 
anſwered and faied, that ſhe was 
committed co the gouernment 
of lohn . Wherfore they entrea- 
ted the ſame aliſo of him, And 
he thanked them in hir behalfe & 
anſwered that he purpoſed to- 
Teade hir vnto Mount Sion, wher 
their Maſter laſte ſupped theeue- 
ninge before with his diſciples, 
there would he abide with hir, 


And then they lowly falucing our 
L adie, & worſhipinge the Sepul- 
cherdeparted on their way towat 
des the citry, but thoſe as the goſ. 
pel ſaicrh, remained a whileat che 
gras Y6 of 
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Of that Which Wi done by our Ladie 
and others, after the buriall of 
our Lorde Ieſas, 


The 48. Chapter, 

+ i Hen when nighte was co- 

me, Iohn ſpake ynto our La. 
die & faied, It 1s not ſeemelie for 
to tartiehereany longer, and to 
tocomeinto the Cirie late in the 
nighte, wherefore ifit pleaſe you 
let vs goz hence, andretorne a- 
gaine ſome other time. And there 
with our Ladie roſe vp and all 
the reſte with hir, and kneelinge 
downe the bleffed and-kiſſed che 
Sepulcher, and faied, My deere 
Sonne I may no longer now 
rarrie here with chee, bur I mu- 
ſterecomende thee to thy Father, 
And there with liftinge vp bir 
cies co heauen with teares of 
inward atfetion ſhe prated to 
to the Father ſayinge Almigncie 
Facher | here recommende vn'9 
thee both my Snaneand my foule 
tae wiaich I icaue here withhim, 
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The life of Chriff, - 551 
wherfore O goo1 Father I beſee- 
che thee ro preſerue and keepe 
him. And after this thorte recom- 
medation they al rote vp kilsinge 
the ſepulcher & wet their wayes. 

And when cur Ladie came to 
the Croſle , there the kneeled 
downe and honored the ſame & 
fied, Here made my Sonns his 
end, & here is his precious blood, 
and fo did all the refte . For we 
may ynderftande that ſhe wasthe 
firſte that honored the Groile, as 
ſhewas che firſt that honored hum 
after his birth. And then fro thece 
they tooke their way towardes 
mount v10,& ofte by the way ſhe 
laoked backe again towardes hir 
Sonne., And when they wer gone 
ſo far as chzy mighte no. more 
ſee the Crofle, our Lacie and all 
the reite kneeled downe and ho= 
nored it weepinge. 

When they came nere the 
Citie , our Ladies Sitters co- 
uered tir face in maner 0: 3 moue 
Mmnge widdow , and then ciey 
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2 The life of Cbriff. 

on before ke our ke fol. 
lowed after betwixt Iohn and 
Marie Magdalen with hir face {6 
veiled and couered. Then Marie 
Magdalen at the entrie of the 
Cine deficringe to haue had our 
Ladie with hir, ſpake ynto hir & 
faied. My good Ladie I pray you 
for the loue of my Lorde and 
Maſter, that yee would goe with 
me to my houſe in Bethanie, for 
as y ou knowe tul well my Maſter 
euer loued that place, and gladlie 
came often times thereto, which 
houſe ſhal be yours with all chat 
everl haue, wherefore I beſeeche 
you that yee will accept the ſame 
as your owne : and here with 
they al began co weepe . Butour 
Ladie houldinge hir peace, made 
Fgne to Iohn roanſwere for hir, 
And then Marie Magdalen en- 
treated him likewiſe, But heanſ« 
wered and faied: It is more expe= 
diente that we goe to Mount 
Sion, for ſo we haue certified our 
other frendes before > whertfore 
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The life of Chriſt. 552 
rather come you with hir ynto 
that place . Then faied Marie 
Magdalen, You knowe well that 
I will goe with hir whetherſoe- 
uer ſhe goeth, and that I will ne- 
uer departe or leaue bir. 

And afcer when they came 
intothe Citie, there came on all 
ſides maydens & good matrones 
ynto hir, goinge with hir and 
ſ{rrowinge. Andalſo many good 


men that went by had great com- 
paſcion on hir , and ſome were 
ſtirred ro weepinge and faied . 


Surelie this day is done great 
wronge by our: Princes to the 
Sonne of this Ladie,for God hath 
ſhewed many great tokens and 
wonders by by him, wherfore 
let them aduiſe them whac they 
haue done. And when they came 
nighe theplace wher they ſhould 
reite, our Ladie bowinge lowlie 
to the Ladies which came with 
hir and giueinge them hartie 
thankes, and they againe bow 
inge £0 hir , tooke theix leaue 

EN: one 


$54 The life of Chriſt, 
one of an other, makinge preat 


lamentation and weepinge. Anc 
our Ladie with Marie Magdalen 
and the other ſiſters, went into 
thehoufe, and Iohn afterwardes 
voigded the other women' and 
thanked them, and focloſed the 
g2tes. 

Now they being there al alone 
by them ſelves, our Ladie 1oo- 
kinge about the houſe & miſsing 
hir beloued Sonne ITefu , with 
oreat forrowe of harte complai- 
nedhirand faied. O Iohn where 
is now my deere Sonne that bare 
ſo highe affetion vnto thee? O 
Magdalen, Magdalen, where is 
now thy malter that ſo tenderly 
loued thee? O my deere Siſters all 
where is now my Sonne? verilie 
he is goneaway from vs, hethat 
Was all our ioy and comforte and 
the lighte of our cies, yea yerilie 
he is gone from vs, and that with 
fuch exceedinye paine and tor- 
ment as yee have all (eene : and 
that which engiealeih my for- 

rows 
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The life of Chriſt, $55 
rowe mole, is, that in all his 
pines We mighte not helpe 
him, his owne diſciples for- 
ſoke him, and his heauenly Fae 
ther would not ſuccoure him, 
and how ſoone all theſe thinges 
were contrived againſte lum 
your ſelues are witneſſes, for 
neuer was there any malefactor 
ſo, cruely and fpeedilie put to 
death as he,For loe the laſte night 
as a theefe he was taken : earlie 
on the morrowe broughte beiore 
the Inſtice : at the chirde hower 
condemned, at the fixt hower 
crucified ; at the ninthe hower 
dead : and now buried . O my 
deere Sonne a bitter departinge 
and heauie farwell was this, 
and a forrowfull memorie 1s it 
ynto me to thinke of thy fowle 
and horrible death. Then Iohn 
praied hir to {tint of ſach bit- 
ter wordes and weepinge , 
and comforted hir in the beſt 
wiſe he coulde. And thou allſo-by 
deuoute imagination as if thou 
were 
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qz6 The bife of Chiift 

wert bodilie preſent have com- 
paſsion on our Ladie and the 
reſt of that ſorrowfull company 
who haue continued all that day 
faſtinge,and full ofafflition and 
heauines, 


FV bat our Ladie and others V1 3th hl, 
did ypon theday followingebich 
W 45 Saturday. 


The 49. Chapter. 


Arlie on the morrowe vpon 

the Saturday, remained in 
the aforeſaied bouſe the gates 
beinge ſhutr, our Blefſed Ladie, 
faint Iohn, andother women a- 
boue named, in great mourninge 
and ſorrowe, hauing ſtill in mind 
the greattribulatios & anguiſhes 
of the day before, not ſpeakinge, 
but only lookinge one ypon an 
other, as they chat were oucr- 
preſſed with exceedinge ſorrowe 
and calamitie, notknoyinge any 
kinde of ſuccours or —_ 

| © Sg An 


iff. The fife of Chrift, ” 
Iaue com. || And anon they heard = h_ 
and the ff at che gate, And then they were 
company fore afraide, for then euery licle 
| that day þ thinge feared chem, for chat all 
tion ang © their comforte and {:curitie was 
take away, neuertheles Iohn wet 
ynto the doore , and perceiuinge 
' V5th bly that it was Peter, he went firſtm 
eV-bich | andrould them. And our Ladie 
bidopen the gate and let him in, 
And Pecer entringe with great 
weepinge and ſobbinge cured 
our Ladie & other but could not 
'e vpon || ſpcake he was ſo much oppreſſed 
ined in © with griefe. And there with they 
e gates | beganall meckely to weepe. And 
Ladie, £ alitle while after came other of 
nen a- || the diſciples one after an other, 
rninge || and in the ſame manerat the be. 
n mind || ginninge,make much ſorrowe & 
puiſhes | Weepinge. 
kinge, At the laſte. they ceaſed of 
on apy || weepinge, and began to ſpeake 
ouer- of their deere Lorde and Maſter, 
rrowe And tirſte Peter ſaied in this wiſe, 
7e any Iam aſhamed and confounded in 
forte. my (elfe, and am not worthie to 


And fpeake 
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$58 The life of Chuft: 

ſpeake in your preſence, or to 1p- 
pearein the ſighte of me, for that 
I torfooke ſo cowardlie and fain- 
tlie my Lorce that loued me fo 
much. And then in the ſame ma- 
ner a!l che other ſmitinge their 
Lreaſtes and weepinge, accuſed 
and reprehended them ſelues that 
they had ſo left their Lorde. Then 
our Ladic comforted them fayin- 
ge. Our good Lordeand Maſter 
and our true Shepheard is gone 


 fromys, and webe left now as 


deſolate and fatherles children, 
but neuerteles I hope that we 
ſhall ſoone receiue him againe, 
And yee knowe well that m 
Sonne is good and mercifull, blel- 
fed may hebe, andthart heloued 
you well , and therefore dread 
not but that ſhe ſhall be re- 
conciled againe ynto you, and 
mercifullie thall forgiue all theſe 
treſpaſſes and offences , For cer- 
tainlie by the fufferance and per- 
miſion of his Father, the malice 
againſte him yas ſo greate, me 
ene 


p- 
Ir toap- 
for that 
nd fain- 
d me {9 
ame ma- 
ge their 
accuſed 
ues that 
de. Then 
n ſayin- 
1 Maſter 
15 gone 
NOW as 
nidren, 
hat we 
againe, 
at m 
11, blel. 
eloued 
> dread 
be re- 
1, and 
[1 theſe 
'or Cer» 
1d pere 
malice 
e, and 
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The life of Chriff, $59 
therageofhis enimies ſoextrea- 
meand fierce; that yee could not 
haue ſuccoured himaif yee had re- 
mained with bim : and therfore 
feare yeenot for all ſhall be well, 

Then Peter anſwered and {ai- 
ed. Trulie my ladieit is even ſo 
asJee ſay, for I who (awe but a 
litle of the beginninge, was ſmit- 
ten with ſo great feare in the 
porche of Caipias, that greatly 1 
teared, to haue my lelfe eſcaped 
dearh,Wherfore thorough frailty 
I forlooke him , and had quite 
forgotten the wordes he ſaied, 
yntill he looked back vpon me. 
And Marie Magdalen defiered 
to knowe yvhat thoſe wordes 
were . And then he fated hovy 
our Lorde toulde him that be- 
fore the Cocke crewe he ſhould 
dznite him thirce , And furs 
ther he repeated diyers other 
wordes Selim ynto them , 
and how he toulde them be- 
fore hand many thinges of his 
paſ5ton , at his laſte Supper 

4" FS A which 


560 Thelife of Chriff, 
which he made with them t 

Thurſday at night before. 
Thenour Ladie fied, that (1 
would gladlie heare of all cho 
chinges which betell at cha Su 
per. And Peter made figne vn 
Iohn that he thould rehearce vn! 
our Ladie the proceſſe thereo 
And chen ITohn rehearced vynt 
hir all that was dcne and faied: 
thar preſent . And after that, h 
could vnto Peter all the proceſl 
of his paſsion which he deſicre 
likewiſe to vnderſtand. And 
of all the ſufferinges of our Lorc 
Teſus, they repeate ic among| 
them, now one,now an other,a 
it cometh to their memorie 
{pendinge all that day in ſuc 
like communication of his deatt 
and paſsion . O Lorde how at- 
atrentively and dill:;gently Maric 
Magdalen liſtned vnto thoſe 
word:s,bur much more our Lady 
ſayinge otcen times at the endeof 
eache procetl-: Bleſied be my Sonne 
Ieſus , cipecially when ſhe and 
$ Marte 
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The bife of Chriſt. ''' 564 
Maric Magdalen heard of theinſe 
ticution of that noble Sacramene:s i 


pamly, how he gaue them vnder ? 


the forme of bread his bleſſed © 


bodie co eate, & ynder the forme 
of wine his moſte pretious blood 
todrinke, Surelie I ſuppoſe that 
they were ſo greatly moued with 
the admiration thereof, that their 
hartes were readie co melte in 
their bodies , breakinge foorthe 
intoteares of 1oy for che memory 
ofthat highe burninge loue and 
excellent deede of charitie. 

Bur leccinge paſle this noble 
Miſterie at this preſenc, ler ys 
conſider them this day and think 
ypon their exceedinge ſorrow & 
lamentation, and to haue com- 
paſsion ypon them , For how 
preat a priefe is it co ſee that wor- 


thie Ladie of all the worlde, and 
the Priaces oi the holy Church 
and Captaines of Chrilts people, 
to be ſtroken with ſuch griefe and 
lorrowe,and forced to hide them 
elues in thac litle houſe , noc 


kaowinge 


+62 WW Thelife of cbrif. 
knowinge what they ſhall do, 
hauinge now no whit ofco' 
force but only in that comm 
nication and repetion of t 
former wordes & deedes of th 
Lordeand Maſter Iefu, Neus 
theles our blefled Ladie ſtoo 
allwayes firme and conſtant 
the afſuredhope of the reſurre 
cion of hir Sonneaboue the re 
and therefore the Church make 
eſpecial mention of hir eucry $ 
turday becauſe in that day rema 
ned only in hir the faith of 0 
Lordes re{urre&ion: yet hir ct 
forte was mixed euer with dl 
treſſe when the thoughte vpc 
his bitter death and patzion. 
Now when tie Sunne W 
gone downe and that it was law 
tall for them to worke, Mar 
Magdalen, and the other Mari 
with hir wentfor to buy certain 
ſweet ſpices to make onintment 
where with to anointe his bod) 
for by the lawethey were boun 
to keepe the Saboth day from th 
| Ah | ſunn 
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brift, + The life of Chrif. C3 
ſhall doe Yſunne rilinge, vnto the funne fer? 
tit ofcomFtinge of the ſame. And now be- 
t commu. ſſhoulde them how they goe in,. , 
on of theſdolefull wiſe like mourning wid- 
Jes of theirfdowes to ſome Apothecarie, of 
u, Neuerwhom they had knowledge that 
adie ſtoodghe was a good and deuout man,6C 
conſtant infthat be woulde gladly fulfill cheir 
e reſurrecrequelt and defier in this matter, 
e the rei{YAand when they had choſen the 
ch makethbeſte oyntments that they could 
 eucry Sz finde , and paied forthe ſame, 
they went home againe and ap- 
1th of ouſſplied them ſelues to worke and 
et hir co. compounde them in the beſt ma- 
with di[] ner chat they coulde; and ſo may 
hte vponſſ we ſee how diligently and truly 
they laboure and trauaile for our 
anne wa Lorde , allwgyes weepinge and 
was laws ſorrowfully tighninge , And how 
>, Marieſ our Ladic and the Apoſtles ſtoode 
er Maries] and beheld, & peracuentureall(s 
/ certaineſſ] holpe amongſt them. Andthen 
incments} when ir was nighte they ceaſed 
his body;}ſ} and went to take their reſte, the 
e bound which God knowerh was full 
from theſſ licle, | 
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The 50. Chapter. 
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A frer that worthie Prince ant 

mightie conquerour TIeſus 
hauinge thoroughe his bitterde 
ah and paſcion yanquithed anc 
ougr. 


The life of Chriſt, 565 
onercome that Tirante the diuell 
with al his wicked hoſte;as ſoone 
25 his holie foule was depar= 
ted out of his bodie, he wenc 
dewne to that tirannous priſon 
ofhell, And indeed as he was the 
Lorde of vertues and kinge ofal 
olorie, ſoby his ſoueraigne mighte 
and power he brake vp that pri. 
ſon and entredin, to the ynſpea. 
kable ioy and comforte of his cho-. 
ſen people , who there had bens 
detayned in longe diſtrefſe many 
thouſand yeares together, ſaying. 
attollite portas Principes veſivas & Pla 33s 
elevamini ports” eternales, & in- 
troibie Rex glorie. Lift vp your 
Fares o yee Princes , and be zee 

ited vp o yee cuerlaſting gates 8 
the kinge of glorie ſhal enter in, 
And herein we may colt» 
fder- his great benignitie and ' 
oodnes in that he would him 
{elfe deſcend ynro them. O how 
r Teſus, exceeding great was this his 
1crerde-  meckenes and charitie ? For he 
hed and mighte haug ſent an Angell, and 
OUS 50 2 2 {0 ha- 
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566 The life of Chriſt. 

ſo have dehwuered them fort 
of the diuelles bandes, and ha 
brought them ynto him wher 
ſoener he hadpleaſed, bur hise 


| ceedingeloue and charitie wou 


not (ufterit, but hexvould deſcer 
him ſelte into hel to viſicehis ch 
{en ſoules therein, & that not 
ſeruates, butas the moſtedeere 
worthy fredes of himwhowas t 
chiefeit Lorde aboue all othe 

And then was that priſon to 
nedintoa Paradice, by vertu 
his preſence, and all che compar 
of the holy Fathers with ſuc 
mirtheand 1oy as*cannot be po 
ken or thought fel downe bt 
fore him, wolhipinge and hono! 
ringe him with wonderfull ic 
and reuerence, and humbly that 
ked their Lorde that he wou! 
{o gratioullic deliver then fro: 
the thraldom of Satan, & yvou! 
reſtore them to that blefledne 
wiereoffor their ſinnes they ha 
b2ne ſo longe deprined. And [01 
hymnes and ioyfull fonges whic: 
tonge before were written all 


The Iife of Chriſt. $67 
prophecied of their redemption, 
trite Adam, and hisprogenie; and 
after Noe, & Abraham; Moyles, 
and Dauid ; with all the other 
holie Fathers and auncient Bro- 


te his cho. 
hat not az 
teceerg & 
10Was the 
all others, 
riſon tor- 
y vertuof 


Lorde God hath illuminated ys. 
Thou art our God and our Sau- 
jour, and there is no other helper 
» Faue only thee. Thou haſt merci» 
fully viſited thoſe that fate in 
drkenes and in the ſhadowe of 
19) death . Thou haſt driven away al 
darknes from vs, and haſt broken 
'Yaſunder our bondes , Thou haſt 
tem fromMbroken downs the gates of Braſle 
6c would Band haſt ynlooſed our iron chai - 
leflednes, nes, Thou haft delivered the pri- 
they had JI loners in thy fortitude, & halt ſet 
And 1onfthyelect ar libercie, now therfore 
es which I £2e we praiſe thee worldyithouc 
tcen ang Z 3 end, 
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568 The life of Ch1ift, 
ed. And there with they al fallir 
downe adoredour Lorde Ieſus. 
Then our lord anſwered the: 
{zyinge. Harkeno my peopte vn! 
mylawe, oy and eternal pea 
be ynto you. I am your lor 
your God, who brought you 0 
ofthe lande of Egipt, out oft! 
houſe of bondage. Be queit ar 
ſee, for thatI am that God wt 
created you, redeemed you, an 
faued you. In the beginning « 
the booke it is written of me th; 
I ſhould fulfil the wil of my F; 
ther: for your ſaluation I deſce! 
ded from heauen , and Haue re 
main:d pooreand in trauailes al 
wayes from my youth , But m 
frendes ad myne acquaintan« 
haue ſtoode yp againſt me }, hau 
laughed meto fcorne, and hau 
ſcourged me. They hauediged m 
handes and my feete , and the 
haue niibered al my bones. The 
gaue me gaule to cate, and yin 
ger to quenche my thirſt. I ſlept 
and was buried, and my fleſh re 
poled in peace. Bur I crulted 1 


570 The life of Chriſt. 
ced them in Paradiſe of delightes 
where Enoch and Hely yec rema 
nieahueintheir bodiesexpectin; 
the coming of Antechriſt : whi 
alſo knewe him, and were exces 
dingly comforted of his gloriou 
prelence, and of the ſighte of tha 
bleſſed company, 

And when ir drewe towarde: 
the dawninge vpon the Sunda 
morninge, which was the third 
day after his paſsion, our Lord: 
Tefus ſpake vnto all the Father 
& ſaied inthis maner, It is now 
highe time that I raiſe my bodit 
from death to life , and therforc 
will Inovv goe and take the ſam 
againe vnto-me. And therwitl 
they all fallinge downe and low. 
ly worſhipinge him ſaied, Goe out 
good Lorde and {oueraigne kinge 
of blifſe, and (oone after if it be 
thy pleaſurecomeagaine ynto vs. 
For we deſier molt feruetly to ſes 
thy glorious bodie to the encreaſc 
ofour further ioy & coforte. And 

{o our Lorde departed fro them. 
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ir Lords 
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of the glorious Reſurreftion of onr 
Lorde Ieſus, and boW be firſt appee- 
 1ed vnto bis bleſſed Mather. 


The 51. Chapter. 


Pon the Sonday morninge 
early before it was day came 


our Lordeleſus in ſouls , with a 


Z5 worthip- 


$92 The life of Chift. 
worſhipfull company of Angelles 
tothe graue where as his bleſſed 

. bodie lay. And takinge againe 
that moſte holie corps, he role vp 
thoroughe his owne power and 
yertu, and ſo miraculouſlie went 
out of his graue faſt cloſed, as he 
went o:1t of his mothers wombe 
in his natiuitie not ſtirringe hir 
cloſures. And about the ſams 
cime, that is co ſay, early onthe 
ſunday morninge, Marie Magda. 
len, Marie of Iames, and Marie of 
Salome takinge their leaue of our 
Ladie, went their way towarde. 

| theSepulcher of our bleſſed Sau- 
toure, bearinge wich them many 
Pe oyntments Which they 

ad prepared. 

In the meane ſpace our Ladic 
remayninge at home, made hir 
deuout prayers in maner follo- 
winge . Molte mercifull Lorde, 
Fathereuelaſtinge and full of pit- 
tie, It is well knowen vneo thee, 
how my moſte {\veeteand bleſſed 
Soang is dead and buried, and 
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The.life of Chrift, $73 
how he was cruelly faſtned on 
the Croſſe and honge betwixc 
two theeues, and that after when 
he had reſigned his holte ſoule 
into thy cuſtodie, I holpe to burie 
his blefled bodie with myne 
owne handes, which I conceiued 
without corruption and bare 
without trauell, And he was all 
my good, all my deſire, and the 
only life and comfort of my ſoule. 
But at the laſte he paſſed away 
ſorrowtfully from me, all woun=- 
ded, rent,and ſcourged, and b 
his wicked enimies ſcornefullY 
abuſed and condemned, fo that 
his owne diſciples forſooke and 
flew from him , and I his doleful 
mother could no way healpe him 
But © Father of mercie, alle 
thoughe it pleaſed thee not then 
to pa. aka him from that harde & 
cruell paſsion, yet now that being 
paſte, *and axcordinge to thy 
pleaſure accompliſted, I befeeche 
thy maieltie to reſtore him ro me 
zpaine aliue. O good Lord where 
uw a 7 is 


* 
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s henow,and why tarrieth he fo 
longe from me. Good Father ſend 
him ſpeedlie vnto me, for my ſoul 
cannotoein reſte yntill I fee him, 
Andthouo my ſwete Sone what 
doelt thou now , and why ſtayelt 
thou ſo longe befor thou come to 
me? Verely thou ſaiedft chat thou 
wouldeſt riſe againe the third day, 
and isnot thisthe thirde day my 
deereSonne?Ariſe vp therefore al 
my 10y , and comforte me with 
thy preſence, whom thou haſte ſo 
diſcomforted with thy abſence. 

Thus onr Ladie prayinge, and 
ſthedinge hir ſweete and loninge 
anouy, fodainlie our Lordele- 
Tus came and appeared vnto hir 
cloathed all in wiice, and with a 
toyfull and loucly countenance 
fluted hir ſayinge Salve ſanttapa- 
rens, Hayle bolie Mother. And anon 
ſhe turned hirand faied: Art thou 
my bleſſed Sonneleſus? And ther- 
with ſhe kneelinge downe hono- 
red him. And he againe honoring 
fir Gaied, My deere Motherit is1: 

ak Iam 
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The life of Chrift, $75 
lamriſen vp againe,and loeI am 
come vato you. And after they 
both riſinge vp,imbraced- eache 
other, and ſhe with vnſpeakable 
toy helde him ynto hir, andreſted 
ypon him, and hegladly bare hir 
yp and ſuſtained har, 

After thisthey ſittinge cowne 
together,our Ladie curiouſly be- 
helde & looked on his handesand 
feete & on his bodie where as he 
had the woundes before, askinge 
him ir all the paines of thoſe 
woundeswerquite departed;& he 
laid , yea verely my worlhipfull 
Mother,al maner of paines& ſor- 
rowes ar departed frome,& death 
with al his corments haue I quite 
ouercome,ſo that I thal neuer fro 
henceforthe feele the any more, 
And chen the faied: Bleſſed be the 
omnipotec & eternal Father who 
lath giue thee againe vnto me, & 
his holy name be exalted, and 
magnified for ener & cuer, And 
thus they louingly and amiablie 
couerſing cogether mad woderful 

greate 
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576 Theliſe of Chrift. 

pgreate loy and mirthe : and ou 
Lorde Teſus tould ynto hir th 
moſte worthie thinges which h 
had donein. thoſe three dayes af 
ter hispaſsion , and how hedili 
uered his choſen people forth; 
ofhelt, and outofthe power 0 
thediuell. Loe thisis a ſoueraigr 
Faſche , this is the ioyfull day 
thac the Prophet Dauid ſpeakett 
of ſayinge . Hac eft dies quam fecii 
Dominus exultemu & letemur it 
ea. This day is that day which 
our Lorde hath made let ys re- 
toyce and beglad therein, 


How that Marie Magdalen and the 
19s other Maries Went to the 
graue of our Lorde leſ ws. 


The 51. Chapter. 


M Arie Magdalen & the other 
two Maries with hir as 1s 
aforeſaied, tooke their way to- 
wardes the graue of our Lorde 
Jelns bearinge with them many 
yoo 


f. The life of Chrift, 577 
and our precious oyntments which they 
) hir the had proutded, And when they 
vhich he [came with out the gate of che 
dayes af« I Cicie, they prefenaly called to 
7 he dili-  minde che diuers paines and cor- 
e forthe ments of their deere and welbe- 
ower of laued Maſter , andalfoin all pla- 
oueraign ices where any notable thinge 
/full day was done ynto him, or- by him, 
ſpeaketh they ſomwhat abode there and 
Tam fect Eſtaied chem ſelues , and kneelin- 
remur in flge downe, kiffed the earthe; mo« 
y Which Flite bitcerlie ſighinge & weepinge, 
*tys re-fand in theſes maner of wordes 

layinge one vnto an other; Loe 

heere we firite metre him with 
3 ard the the great and heauie Croſſe on 
to the bis ſhoulders; and heere his B, 
Up Mother felldownein a ſownde 

for lorrowe: &here it was whers 

heturned and ſpake to che woes 

men of Hieruſalem that wepte 
ie other Yand lamented for him : and hers 
hir as 1s Fitwas where he fel downe vnder 
way to- fſthe Croſſe for wearines: And hers 
Ir Lorde 
m many Ft 
precious 
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7$ The life of Chriſt. 

fatned him andconſtrayned him 
to goefalter: andfinallyherechey 
ſpoiled him of his cloathes all 
naked, and ſo cruelly nailed him 
ypon the Crofle & crucified him, 
And then with great lamentatics 
and aboundance of teares, falling 
downe ypon their faces, they de- 
uoutly worſhiped and often kiſ. 
ſedthe holie Crofle of our Lords 
Ieſus, which was all beſprink- 
led with his red and pretious 
blood, 

This done they roſe vp & wet 
towarde his grave, fainge, who 
ſhall now helpe vs, or how ſhall 
wedoe, to ouertorne thar great 
ſtone from the doore of the Se- 
pulcher? And there with they ap- 
proachinge there ynto, fawe the 
ſtone to be remoued , and an 
Angell fittinge thereon, wi 
faied ynto them, Feare jee not, ! 
knoWe yee ſecke leſus Who 15 crucified, 
he is not here , for be isriſen, And 
when they ſawenort the body of 
sheir Maſter, there where they 
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The life of Chrift, 579 
hoped to haue foundit, they were 
ſo exceedings ſorrowfull , thac 
they rooke no regarde to the 
wordes of the Angell, bur with 
oreate heauines and feare they 
retorned againe to the diſciples, 
and touid ynto them how that 
their Lordes holie body was ta- 
ken away, and chat they wiſte 
not Where to finde it, And here 
with Peter & Iohn ran prefently 
towardes the Sepulcher , & with 
them went allſo the aforeſaied 
women, Who all haſtned them 
exceedinglie for the feruent loue 
they had to our Lorde leſus, 
leckinge after him who was 
their harte, their loue , and all 
their life , And Peter and Iohn 
entringe into. the graue, and 
not findinge te bodie but onely 
the cloathes that he was wrap- 
ped in, and the ſudarie which 
Was about his head, with 
great heauines retorned them 
nome againe. And here we ſhould 
take invardecompaltion ofthe, 

for 


5% The life of Chrift. 
tor doutles they were at this tim; 
in full great deſolation , whe! 
they had ſoughte their Lord 
and founde him not, nor knew 
not where to Jooke him. 

Thus whilſte the ewo Apo: 
ſtles vere departed back againe a: 
ina maner of diſpaire, yer the a. 
foreſaied Maries taried ſtill, anc 
looked ofte into the Sepulcher, & 
then they ſawe two Angelles ſit- 
tinge in white cloathinge, who 
faied yntothem,YVhy ſteke yee him 
that is lininge amonge the dead? But 
yet they had no regarde to their 
wordes, nor tooke any comforte 
at the ſighte ofthe Angells, for 
they ſoughte not the Angelles, 
but him who was the Lorde of 
Angelles. And for that they could 
not find him, two of Marie Mag- 
dalens fellowes full of heauines 
and diſcomforte, withdrew them 
felues and fatt them downe a litle 
way beſide,makinge their moane 
one ynto an other . Bur Marie 
Magdalen not knowinge my 


| 


; The life of Chrift, $7 
his time I ſhe mighte doe ( for wichout hir 
» When || Maſter the coulde not liue ) and 
* Lorde ff nether findinge him there nor 
r knewe | knowinge elſe where to goe to 
ſeeke him, ſhe ſtaid ſill wich our 
vo Apo- ff thegraue weepinge, and full ofte 
gaine as ff ſh: loked in, for the ſuppoſed euer 
er the a- ff to finde there, where as ſhe hel- 
1ll, and JF ped co burie him, Then faied the 
icher, & F Angelles vnto hir. VVoman by 
elles (it- I Veepeſt thou? And sbe ſaied, they baue 
pe, Who if taken aWay my Lorde, and I Wot not 
e yee him f where they bane laied him. 
ead? But Behoulde here the wonderful 
to their  workinge ofperfe&t lone, for a 
omforte || litle before ſhe heard of one An- 
ells, for | gell chathe was riſen , and after 
ngelles, | of two together that he liued, all 
.orde of | which ſhe, as a woman that vn- 
ey could I deritood not their ſainges, anſ. 
ie Mag-ff wered, I Wor not, of all which 
1eauines || loue was the only cauſe. For as 
w them J Origene faieth, hir harte and hir 
nealitle Þ minde was not there where (he 
r moane | was in body, but there where 
t£ Marie | 3 hir loue was, namely with hir 
e what I Lorde and maſter Ieſus, and 
therforg 
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$32 The liſe of Chrift. 
therfare ſhe tooke no pleaſur 
ether to heare or ſpeake ſaue on]; 
of him. And io it came co paſſe 
tharywhillt the wepr in this ma- 
ner not hauinge any regarde to 
the Angelles becauſe of the feruet 
loue ſhe had vnto our Lordeleſy, 
who was him ſelfe the Lorde of 
Angeles, hir merciful and louing 
Maſler could no Ionger ab- 
ſent and hould him ſelfe 
from hir , but appeared 
ynto hir 12 maner 
tollowinge. 
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How | 119% our Lorge Teſu appeared to Marig 
Mandalen. 


The 52. Chapter. 


() Vr Lorde Teſu Chriſt appea- 

ringe to his moſt bleJed mo. 
theras atoreſaied, amonge other 
/amiliar & louely comunications 
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584. The life of Chriff, 
paſſed. Betwene chem, toulde 
of the preate deſier and feru: 
ſcekinge of Marie Magdalen, a 
faied chat he wolde goe they 
him lelfe vnto hir to comfo 
hir. Andour Ladie righce ioyt 
thereof, anſwered and (aied: M 
bleſſed Sonne deparre in peace 
goe and comforte hir,for the mc 
deerly lqued you, and was fi 
ſorie of your departure. And 
pray you remember to come : 
gaine to comforte me, and fo i} 
louely and tenderly imbracing 

him, let him departe, 

Andpreſently in a moment h 
was in the garden where Mari 
Magdalen was , and faied ynti 
hir, -cman * hom [eeleſt thou & I 
i-eepeſithou ? And here note tha 
our Lordasked the thinge whict 
he knewefull well, to the endas 
ſaint Gregorie ſaicth, chat by hr 
anſwere 1n the naminge of him, 
chefier of his loue might be more 
feructly kindled within hir harte 
But ſhe not knowinge who hs 
Was 
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The life of Chriſt, 585 
was but all diſtracted and our of 
hir ſelte , ſuppoſinge that he had 
bene a Gardner, fated: Ifthouhaſfle 
taken him 4ay, tell me Where tbou 
baite lated bim,that I may goe and bury 
bm, And hereagaine let vs note , 
that althoughe our Lorde were 
not a bodely gardner, neuertheles 
as the {ame (aint Gregorie faieth, 
he was (o indeed vnto hir in a 
ghoſtlie maner, for it was onely 
he who had planted in hir harte, 
thole plantes of vertue & of fer- 
vent affection, 

Ac the laſt our Lorde leſus 
Chriſt hauinge compaſsion of 
hir exceedinge ſorrowe & wee- 
pinge, called hir plainly by hir 
name & ſaied, Ma'ie: The which 
worde ſodainly healed all hir for- 


kf cowe for then ſheknewe him, & 


with vnſpeakable ioy ſaied O Ra- 
bony, thatis O maſter, you are he 
whom I fo longe haue ſoughte 
for: and preſenthe ſheranneynto 
him and fallinge downe to the 
farthe would haue kifſed his _ 
ut 


586 The life of Cbrift, 
bur our Lorde willinge now 
life yp hir harte andhiraffeRi 
to his diuinitie, & that ſhe ſho1 
no more feeke and defier him 
earthe afterthe maner of his k 
manitie, ſajed vnto hir : Tom 
me not forl am not yet aſcenced to | 
Father. Asifhe had fated, Iamn 
as yet lifted vp in thy ſoule ! 
perfect belicte that I am yer 
.Gadequall with my Father , an 
therfore touche me not in th; 
manerimperfectly , but goe an 
cell my bretheren, that I aſcend 
vp to-your Father, and to my Fa 
ther; to your God, and to m) 
. God, 

And before ſhe departed out 
Lorde communed further & mo- 
re familiarly with hir , ſaying 1 
maner followinge, Doeit cho 
not remember my daughter chai 
I toulde thee before my palsio 
that I ſhouldriſeagaineche third 
day from (death tvlife, and why 
woldeſtchouthen ſo forrowful) 
feke me lin my ſepulcher ? m 
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The Life of Chrift, 587 
ſhefaied: Verilymy good Malter, 
I ſay vntoyouthat my harte was 
ſo filled with the deepe forrowe 
which I conceiued for the bitter 

aines of your death and palsion, . 
that I forgott all other thinges, 
and onely thoughte vpon your 
body dead and buried, and on the 
place where it was entombed,for 
which cauſe T broughte With me 
this oyntment for to haue anoin- 
ted your glorious bodie; and olef- 
ſed be your Almightie God head 
where by it pleaſed yuu to rife yp 
from Ceath, & co come agaitie to 
Viſit VS. 

In this maner theſe two true 
louers conuerſed togriher with 
excecdinge 10y & contentment: 
and ſhe with wonderful delighte 
behelde his moſte glorious bo- 
cle , and humblie propcunded 
ſundrie queſtions ynto him , 
and he in all thinges facisfied 
hir to hix vnſpeakeable com- 
forte, Wherfore vemay ſuppoſe 
that aithoughe our Lorde fs 
| Aa ſtraung- 


588 The life of Chiift, 
ſtranglie asic ſcemeth , anſwered 
hir at the beginninge (warninge 
hir that ſhe ſhould nor touche 
him) yet we may denoutlie think 
that afterwardes he ſuffered 
hir not only to toache bur 
alſo to kifle, yea both handes and 
feete before they departed. For 
we may Very well thinke that he 
wolde not in any thing diſcorage 
hir bur rather comtiorthir , ſeinge 
his aftectio was ſo great ynto hir 
that (after his owne deer mother) 
firite before all other, he would 
apeere vnto hir and viſite bir: 
wherfore that good Lorde who 
is eaer moſt beainge and full of 
{weetnes , eſpecially ro ſuch as 
truly loue him, ſpake not thoſe 
wordes In any reprehenfiue mas 
ner, but therein to ſhewe ynto 
| hir, that hir, loueand reuerence 
was now as well to be moued to» 
wardes his diuinjtie,as it was be- 
fore to his humanitie, | 
Then faied our Lorde ynto 
Air, that he would goe from ir 
of to goe 


P The life of Chril. +589 


awered to:goe Viſtite and comfort others, 
arninge Fan cherwith was Marie Mag- 
couche Fiilecurned ſomerwinat into for- 
ie think rowe, for ſhe would neuer wil- 
ſuffered linglie haue bene departed from 
he bur Elin. Wherfore the ſaied ynto 
des and him. O my good Lorde now 1 
ed. For |. righte well, that |thy abode 
thathe F,jllnot be with vsin maner as it 
icorage F}:th bene heretofore, but o my 
, ſeinge o00d maſter be euer mindful] of 
ntoir Bne, and of the great benefitts 
nother) which it pleaſed thee to bellowe 
; would rpon me, that they may neuer pe. 
te bir: Bice in me, and euerthinke on 
dewho Fe my deere Lorde and Sauiour, 
full of F and he anſwered layinge : feare 
ſuch 2s N10 my daughter but be ener ſted- 
Xt thole F 6 3nd beleue thatI ſhall be ener 
ue Ma" Nyith thee and ſhall neuer forſake 
'e VIT9 Fl thee, And fo ſhe takinge deuoutly 
UCrence Þ his bleſsinge he yanithed away 
ued to- BY fomhir. And ſhe came ynto kir 
Was be- N fellowes and touide them all thi: 


| aforeſaid proceſle; & they were 
le wnto 


9 jy exceedinge glad becauſe of his 
OM It refurrection , but for that ther 
ro goe Aa 2 had 


90 The life of Chrift, 
had not ſzene him with hir,the) 
were full forie, But that good 
Lorde ſuffered not their ſorrow 
longe to Jaſte but full ſoone di 
comfortthem as hereafter follo 
weth, 


119% our Lore Teſus apprared to ti 
three Maries together : and after to 
Toſeph of Arimathia, and 1 ames 
the leſſe. 


The 53. Chapter. 

Ow as E three Maries we 
towardes the citie, our Eor- 
de Telus miectinge with them by 
the way , meekly and curteoul) 
{aluted them, ſainge : All bayl 
vnto you. An1 they beinge { 
10yfull ofhis preſence as may no 
be ſpoken, fell downe at his teete 
and embraced them, and kiſlec 
them wich ioyfull teares, An 
afterwardes they tal!.ed with hin 
and he with chem in moſte fam! 
liar ſorte of heauenly chinges 
bzhouldinge therewith his glor 
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The life of Chriſt, 59r 
ous body with vnſpeakeable ioy, 
the which they had ſeenein greac 
paine but three dayes before to 
their exceedingedifcomforte, 

Then ſated our Lorde vnto 
them. Goe vnto my bretheren & 
will them that they goe into Ga» 
lile for there they ſhall ſee me as 
I before haue toulde them Loe 
here bow this good Lorde and 
maſter of meekenes, calleth his 
diſciples bretheren , for he neuer 
omitted this ſpeciall yertue , 
the which he allwayes ſo highlie 
loued & comma hefore his 
paſsion, and even now alſodoth 
exetciſe the ſame after his reſur- 
retion , And whoſoever des. 
ſereth tohauea ſweete taſteand 
feelinge of heauenlie thinges and 
to finde any fruite and benitit by 
imitating the holy life of our lord 
leſus,he mult neceſſarilie be fur. 
niſhed with this finguler yertu. 

Preſently as our Lord was de- 
parted from the three Maries, he 
went and appeared to Ioſepie 
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592 The life of Ch1ift, 
How of Arimathia whom the Iew 
1, had taken for thathe aſiſted 
appea- buriehim, and ſhet him cloſe in 
rd achamber falt ſealed and locks 
to Io- | intendingafter the ſabboth toh 
Jephe uekilled him. Butour lordeleſl 
0" appeared ynto him & wiped} 
thia Fface,molt louingly coforted hir 
& not openinge the lockes, bro 
- ght him back to his owne houſe 
How After this he appeared to Iam 
our the letle, who had vowed neth 
lorde to eate nor drinke vntil | 
appea* fayw him raiſed againe to life. T 
rect? whom our Lord apearing (aic 
the le. yn:o him, and vnto thoſe th; 
fe. were with him, lay the Tab; 
Andthetakinge bread he bleſſe 
it, andgaue it ynto them ſay- 

"Inge. Eate my deare brethe- 
ren,for the Sonne of man 
is riſen againe to life, 
Thus ſaieth, $, 
Hier ome, 


Ha) 


1c houſe, 


to life. To 
ring faled 
hoſe that 
he Table, 
he bleſſed 
em fſay- 
Yrethes» 
fman 
life, 


Ho 
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Hg our Lerde Teſus appeared 
vr:ro Peter, 


The 54 Chapter. 


V \/ Hen as Marie Magdalen 


& hir fellowes were re- 
torned home,& had tould the die 
ciples how our Lorde Ieſus was 
rilen,Peter who loued him ferue 
tly & was moſte inwardly torrie 
that he ſavy not his Lorde, could 
not bein reſt, but rooke his way 
alone to the ſepulcher, for he 
knewe not elſe where to ſeeke 
him. 

Soone after our beninge Lorce 
leſus hauinge compaſtion of his 
forrowe , appeared ynto hi! - in 
the way and ſaluted him fayinge: 
Peace be to thee Simon , And there 
with Peter ſmitting him ſelfe on 


the breaſte,andfallinge downe to 


the ground with ſorowful wee- 
pinge andteares fated, O Lordel 
conte{ſe and acknowleige my 
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594 The life of Chriſt, 
greucous offence for that I 
cowardlie forſooke thee, and | 
many times alfo denied thee. Ar 
cherewith he kifled his holy feet 
And our Lorde genclie tooke hi; 
vp,2ndcurceoutlie embraced hin 
and faied ynco him: Be in pea 
& dread nor, forall thy finnes | 
forgiuen thee. For I knewe th 
infirmitie better then thy (elfe, 
therfore I coulde thee thereof be 
fore; now therefore {ee thou gc 
and ftrenghten thy bretheren 
and beleene ſtedfaſtly hereafter 
that I hane ouercome all you 
enimies , and {hall be wich yo 
tothe worides end. 

Ani Peter dilligentlie behtel 
him, andtooke good heede vnt 
al his wordes , and after his bene 
diction taken, he retorned hom 
azaine with great 1oy , ſhewing 


 vnto our bleſſed Ladie and chi 


diſciples, what he had ſcene anc 

h . 
This apparition of our Sauiout 
vnto ſainte Perer is noc expreſſed 
in 


that I {6 
2, and (6 
thee, And 
1oly feete, 
ooke him 
aced him, 
2 1N peace 
finnes be 
newe thy 
y (elfe, & 
ereof bee 
tnou got 
retheren, 
ereafter, 
all your 
vith you 


e beheld 
2de vnto 
11s bene- 
ed home 
hewinge 
and the 
zene and 


Sauiour 
xprefled 
in 


The life of Chrift, $95 
in the goſpell bur thus by deuoute 
medication I haue ſec it before 0- 
therapparitiss that doe tollowe, 
for as much as the churche doth 
ſceme {© to houlde it, as it is more 
plainly declared in the legend of 
of the reſurreftion, 


Of the cominge back of our Lorde Teſs 
zo the Fathers, and of their 


toyfull ſonge. 
The 55. Chapter. 


A Fter that our Lord Tefus was 
departed from Peter, beinge 
willinge to viſite and comforte 
after his reſurre&ion,the Fathers 
ottheolde lawe and others, the 
which he had preſencly after his 
death delivered out of the di- 
uels bondage & placed the in the 


Paradiceofdelightes, he came to 
the all glorio'1s in white ſhininge 
yeſtures, with a great multicude 
of Angelles, And they ſeeing tum 
cominge a far ofin fo great glor'e, 
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with wondeful ioy and ſonges of 
mirth then receaued him ſainge 
Loe our kinge of blifſe is comn- 
gevnto Vs, letvs goe meete out 
Sauioure for now that moſte hap. 
pie day ſhineth vpon vs, and che- 
refore com2 we all and honor we 
aSis worthie, our Lorde and our 
foueraigne. And then they all fal- 
linge downe, deuoutly ho- 
nored him: And after they roſe vp 
and ſtoode before him, and with 
reverence and toy , ſonge the 
plalmes of Dauid which were 
ſpecially appertayninge to his 
highe laude :t that cime, 

And when ic drewe ſomw hat 
towardes eueninge , our Lorde 
Teſus fajed yntothem, I have co- 
paſsion of my brethere che which 
are wonderful forrie for my death 
and departure , and for feare, be 
di(per(edas ſheepe that are wich 
ou: a. Snepheerd, and feruently 
they delier to (ze me, whertqre 
now I willgoe and ſhew my ſeife 
vnto them aud goratozte them, 
| ad 
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eete our 
ſte hap- 
and che- 
onor we 
and our 
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The life of Chrift, $97 
and ſoone after wil I retorne a- 
aine ynto you. Andthey all fal. 
lngedown & honoring im, foid 
Our bleſſed Lorce , be it accor- 
ding to thy holie will & pleaſure, 
And ſo he departed from them. 
HoW our Lorde appeared to the 1Yy6 
Diſciples as they Were geinge tte 


% ardes thecaſticl of Emaus, 


The 56. Chapter, 


; j T hapned that as two ofthe 


difciplees of our Lorde leſus 
were walkinge towardes the 
caltle of Emaas , talkinge toge- 
ther by the way in a maner of diſ- 
paire of that which befeil ypon_ 
thefriday before,our Lorce leius 
came vnta them in maner of a 
Pilgrime and accompanied 
them; both askinge queſtions of 
them, andalfo ive them, 
2nd rehearced ynto them many 
{weete chinges for their comfort 
and edification, as the goſpell of 
Aa 6 {aint 
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398 The life of Chrift. 

ſaint Luke declareth. And at th 
Laite they entreated him, & con 
ſtrained him to enter into th 
howte and to remaine with tlie 
where he ſhewed him ſelfe vnc 
them, and was knowen ot ten 
by his breakinge of bread. 

And here we may lee the grea 
goo1nes and benignitie of out 
Lorde leſu in ſfondrie maners 
Firite he thewed herein his grea 
goodnes in that hewould not ſuf 
ter his beloued diſciples to re 
mainein error of faith,nor in long 
ſorrowe for his abſence; ſurely hi 
may wel. be called, a faichful 
fread,a comforeable companion 
and a beninge and merciful 
Lorde Forloe he walkech and 
couerſeth with them {© ſoctably, 
he inquirech ct.e cauſe of their 
griete {> gently, he expoundeth 
the Scriptures vnto them ſocom- 
forcibly, and enflamech cheir 
hartes fo wonderfullie and ex- 
peliech from chein all misbcleete 
and inadelice, 
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And here let vsnote for our 
inſtruction , thar as he did vnto 
them bodily fo doch hedaily vnto 
vs ghoſtlie, For whenſoeuer we 
ch..ce to falle into any perplexity, 
& co be ouerlaied with heanunes 
ef minde, if we inwardly reflect 
and thinke vpon our Lordelelus, 
a wecome to the know- 
edge and loue of him. For the 
beite medecine to comforte and 
lighten our hartes in any cribula- 
tion,and to enflame ys inthe loue 
of our Sauwioure, is often for to 
ſpeake of him and to remember 
him,asthe prophet Dauid faierh: 
Lorde how ſweete be thy ſpee- 
ches & thy wordes vnto my lip- 
pes,yea more pleaſant the honnie 
ynto my mouth. Andinan other 
place he Gaierh, Thy (pzeche is 
oreatly inflamed as firein merhoa 
roughe woxkinge of thyhohe Spt. 
rite,& I thy ſeruat haue much lo= 


ued ir. wherforeit helpeth much 
in the cime of cepration eo thinke 


vpon the great goodnes of our 
| Lorde 
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600 The life of Chriſt, 
Lorde leſu, as the (elfe ſame Pro 
phet faieth.My hart truly waxet 
warme With the fire of Ci:riſl 
loue,&in the meditacion of ef 
Jhall burne che flames of perte: 
choritie. 

And here we may further con 
ſider. the goodnes of our Lord 
Ieſuzwhich appearethnor only i 
his loue bur allfoin hismiaruelou 
meeknes. For it we marke in wha 
lowlie & mecke maner-he goet! 
alonge with them, to witt'th 
higheſte Lorde of al Lordes, wit! 


his ſimple ſernantes and euen a 


one of them, holdinge now th: 
meekenesin his bodie glorified, 
which he. ſhewed betore in hi: 
bodie vnglorified , and geueinge 
vs example to followe him there 
in, But this doe nog proude and 
hawcie perſons,for they will no! 
willinglie ſpeake or conuerſe, but 
with {uch as be of highe eſtate & 
ofpgreat fame and reputacion 'n 
the woride, nether wil they thev 
their wiſdome or manifeſt thei 
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knowledge in the hearinge of a 
few, butin the preſence of much 
audience wherethey may be hi- 
ghely applauded , But our ſoue- 
raigne maſter and ceacher of all 
wildome, diſdaineth not the pre 
ſence of a few people, nor refu- 
ſerhto ſhew his priuie wiſdome 
and highelt miſteries, ſometimes 
torwo together, and ſometimes 
ynto one alone, as he did before 
ynto the woman of Samaria 
whom he mettatthe welle. 

And moreouer we may yet 
further conſider his exceedinge 
roodnes In this that he —_ 
2eme vnto them to goe further , 
totheend to enkindle the more 
their der and affetion ynto 
him, and to be more teruently 
with-holden and detained by 
them . And then how louingly 
he entreth and goeth in with ths 
and after taketh bread & blefled 
t,and with his holy handes brea» 


'keth itand giueth ir vnto them, 


and 10 makech him ſelfe knowen 
VACO 


602 The life of Chriſt. 
the. And thus he doth deale w 
our foules cuery day , for fo 
would be inuited of vs, to dw 
with vs ; and would tedraw 
with feruent defiers and ho 
meditations to remayne With) 
And therfore as he hath taugh 
VS,it behoueth vs to pray vn 
him with out ceaſinge , ander 
to haue in memorie the work 
of hoſpitalitie and of merci 
which theſe diſciples ſhewed he 
ynto our Sauloure ſuppoſinge | 

had bene 2 poore pi'grime. 
Finally our Lorde lefus willin; 
to viſitand comforre other of h 
Apoſtles,alſo who as yet had ni 
ſeenehim, taried not longe wit 
theſediſciples, but as ſoone as 

he had broken bread and 
deliuered it vnto them 
he preſently vaniſhed 
away fromthem, 


H 0) 
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Nge with 
Done as NOV our Lorde Teſus appeared to his 
d and Apoſtles and Diſciples, Who ſecretly 
hem had gathered the ſelues together 
hed for feare of the IeWes, 
”n 
The 57. Chapter. 
How Ow when the twodiſcipleg 


IN were thus comforted by the 


bleſleq 


604, The life of Chrift. 
blefſed preſence of our Lorde; 
is aforeſaied, forth with for ic 
they retorned backe againe t 
Hiernſalem,- and came to the / 
poſtles and diſciples that we 
then priuely gathered togethe: 
but Thomas one of the tweli 
was abſent. And then they tou 
ynto them the atoreſaied proce 
and vnderſtood againe of the! 
that our Lorde was riſen,and ha 
appeared to Peter, And whill 
they were in this comunicatio 
our Lorde entred amongſt cher 
the dores beingecloſed, and ſtoo 
dein the mideſt of them and ſaie 
Peace be ynto you, And preſent] 
they fell all downeto the eart} 
ſorrowfullyacknowledging thei 
offence in that they had ſo left C 
forſaken him. And then faied ou 
Lorde vnto them, Riſe vp bre 
theren and be of good comforts 
for al your ſinnes be forgiuen you 
Then ſtoode our Lordelelu 
amonge his diſciples , ſpeaking 
in lounge and fatniliar mane 
ynte 
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/8 The life of ©hrif?, Cog 
' Lorde 25 | vnto them , and ſhewinge them 
th forioy both his handes and his fide, and 
opened their ſences to vnderitand 
co the A-Þ| the holy Scripcures,and toknowe 
hat were verfecaly his reſurreftion , And 
together; || further aſketh if they have any 
'e tweluef] thinge to eate; and ſo he eaterh 
hey tould } in their preſence a peece of roſted 
d proceſſe | fiſhe and of a honnie combe, to 
» of them proue vnto them the truth ofhis 
1,and hag body and the veritie of his reſur. 
d whilſt} rection. And after he breacheth 
unication | Ypon chemand giueth ynto them 
wit chem the holie Ghoſlte, 
and ſtoo- Loe here oughte we inwadly 
and ſaied | to take heed, and confider theſe 
preſently | aforeſaied thinges which be 
1e earth, molt paſzinge ſweerte and full of 
ing their | ghoſtly contentmet. Q how ioy- 
© left & | ful were the diſciples in the fight 
faied our | of their Lord the which lately 
: Vp bre- before were {o ſorrowfull & hea- 
omforte, ſ| vie'O Lorde God how gladly ter- 
uen you. ued they vntohim that which he 
rde Teſs | pleaſed to aſke? O how diligently 
peakinge they attended and miniſtred ynto 
r | bin, & how ioyfullie they ſtoode 
about 


© maner 
ynto 


— 


606 The life of Chriſt: 
about him. And here behould w 
our bleſſed Ladie his mother 
who was there prefentatchac t; 
me, for to hir were the difcipl; 
aſſembled; how the obſerueth an 
taketh heede to all choſe ching 
done of hir {weete Sonne, wit 
ynſpzakable oy fittinge by hir 
and ſeruinge him full gladlie; an 
tow our Lorde iketh wei hil ſet 
nice, and alſo worſhipeth hir be 
fore his diſciples. And here w 
may not forget that bleſſed diſci 
pleſſe Mary Magdalen, how 
after hir olde maner iitteth at th 
feete of hir Maſter, & attentiuel 
harkneth vnto his wordes , an 
in what the may , gladly ani 
willingly miniſtreth vnto him. C 
Lorde Iefu how worthie an 
happie is that litle houſe,and hoy 
oratiousis itto dwell therein?Su 
relie who ſo hath any taſte of (prt 
tual and heauenlie thinges,canno! 
chooſe but feeleexcedinge com: 
fort, tocall this blefſed company 
vato his remembrance, 2 
ut 
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The life of Ch1ift, 607 
But a lac onr Lords Tefſus ta= 
ried not but awhile with chem, 
for 1t Was nere euenir-ge, and yet 
we may verely (tppole that they 
with all the inttance that they 
could, belde him there as longe 
as they mighte ; namly Marie 
Magdalen, who was exceedinge 
loath co departefrom him , and 
peraduenture with a reuerent 
bouldnes,ſhe held bim by his gar» 
ments: for our Lorde was cloa- 
thed molt nobly with the white 
ſhiningecloathes of his blifſe;and 
ſurely if ſo it were that Marie 
Ma;dalen preſumed fo to hould 
him , out of dout the did it not 
preſumptuoflic but truly and. 
meetkiy, 19 as much as ſh2!o truly 
loved him, and was againe fo 
tru'y beloued ofhim, and chere- 
fore this acte othirs could not be 
«ilpiealinge vnto him : For it is 
h:sholze will co be both holden 
and drawen by feruent defiers, as 
We haue rekearcedin the afore- 
laied chapter ofthe ryyo difciples. 
ETROT At 


608 The life of Chriſt, 

At the laſte our Lord doir 
reverence vnto his mother, z 
the againe humblie doinge re! 
rence into him , when he 
bleſſed them , he paſſed away 
them; and they all fallinge do) 
ne beſoughte him ſoone to co! 
againe vntothem, for they 1 
mained euer in his abſence ho 
orieand thirſtie after the preſe 
ce of their moſte ſweete Lorde, 
whom before they were won 
to haue ſo great aboundance 

comforte, And therefore n« 
wonder that with many 
ſighes & feruent defieres 
they alwayes, wiſhed 
for him againe, 
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-d doinge 
ther, and 
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n he had 
away fro 
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>nce hone 
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many 
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” Holy our Lorde Teſus appeared theeight 
day aſter vnto his Diſciples, Tho- 
mzs beingethen preſent. 
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417 The 58. Chapter. 


V V en the eighteday after 


the reſurreftion was co- 

leak.) 
nz our Lorde Telus appeared a 
gaine 
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610 The life of Chrift, 
aine to his diſciples in the ai 
aid placethe dores i-einge ſhu 
Thomas beinge then pretentc, 
after the reit of the diſciples | 
tou]d him that they had te 
their Lorde Iefus Chriſt, he rc 
ſedco beleue the, ynles he mig 
fee him with has cies, and tou 

' his woundges wich his handes, 
thegoſpell declareth of him. Tt 
the good Shepheard our blef 
Lordeand Sau:our Ieſus, hauin 
compa(sion of his (traied and « 
ringe thcepe, came ſodainly a 
Roode in the mudeſt of them a; 
ſaied: Peace be vmto you. And the 
with conuertinge himto Thom 
he ſaied. Bringe chy finger hith 
and fee and touche my wounds 
and put thy hande into my fide. 
be not hencefor:h vnbeieun 
bur ſedfaſt and beleuinge, An 
then Thomas models 
downe with ioy & feare, touche 
with his had his ſacred y.cund,a 
he willed him, and fated: Demin: 
KEW C3 Ds mens, My Loraey ard 1 


cx 
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612 The life of Chriſt, 
Lorde ſpecially reſerued in hi 
glorious bodie, the markes an 
{carres of his woundes, fo 
three ſondrie reaſons, Firſt fo 
confirminpe the faith of his re 
recon, in the harres of hi 
diſciples .! Secondly to demon 
ſtrate and ſhew them in the fight 
of his heanenly Father , whe 
he maketh interceſsion for ys. 
For he is our chiefelt aduocat 
ynto him. And the thirde rea- 
ſon is , for to ſthew them a 
the dreadfullday of dome, ynt 
the reprobate and damned , t 
their euerlaſtinge and 'eterna] 
confuſion, 

At the laſte when our Lord 
had (tated as longe as the pleaſe 
in the company of his bleſle 
Mother, Marie Magdalen, an 
his other diſciples, and ha 
conuerſed with them in muc 
louinge and familiar communi 
Ccation., at the laſte he wille 
them to goe into Gallile ynt 
the mount of Thabor , yal 

tha 
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es, for 
Firſt for 
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es of his 
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he ſighte 
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for VS; 
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len, and 
and had 
In much 
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e willed 
le ynto 
fayinge 
that 


The life of Chriſt. 6ry 
that there ke wolde ſpeake and 
comune further with them, And 
ſo giuinge them his bleſsinge he 
preſently departed from them, 


HoWv our Lorde Teſus appeared to his 
Diſciples.in Gallile, 


The 59. Chapter. 


Frter that the diſciples were 
gone into Gallile as our Lord 
had willed them , preſently he 
appeared vnto them, and fated: 
All poiver is geen vnto me both in 
heaven and in earthe, goe yee there« 
foreand teache all nations , bap- 
tinge them in the name of the 
Father , ofthe Sonne, and of the 
holie Ghoſte , willinge them to 
keepe all thoſe thinges thac I 
haue declared ynto you, for loe 
[ am with you allwayes vnto the 
worldesend. And then they all 
humblie honored our Lord lefus, 
and after ſtoode about him pal- 
knge glad and toyfull, | 
Bh 2 Now 


614 The life of Chriff, 
Now take we here good hee: 
ynto theſe wordes, for they 
full worthie and comfortable, F 
firſte he ſheweth ynto them th 
heis the principall Lorde of 
thinges . Secondly he geue 
them autheritie 8& commandm 
to preache , Thirdly he decl 
reth vato them the forme 
Baptiſme, And finally the aſſ 
red faith and comforte whii 
they mighte conceaug, in that 
promiſed alwayes to be wi 
them. Loe here what (weete at 
{ingularioy he he giuech. then 
and how many great tokens 0 
charitie he ſheweth vnto 

them. And ſoat che laſte 
giueinge them his 
 bleſsings he va« 
niſhed from 


them, 
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The life of Chriſt, 6r5 


Ho onr Lorde Teſus appeared 
to his Diſciples at the ſea 
of Tyberiades. 


The 60. Chapter. 


T He diſciples remaininge in 

the citie of Galile,vpo a time 
kauen of the went forthe to fiſhe 
intheſea of Tyberiades , as the 
golpeldeclareth : where vnto if 
weharken inwardly and attent1- 
vely co all choſe chinges which 
were there doneand ſpoken , we 
hal frinde exceedinge conſolation 


andcomforteinthem, & namely 


inthat ſolemne feaſte which our 
Lorde made then ynto them; in 
inthe which him ſelfein homely 
maner did youch(ſafe to eate wich 
them,and as his faſhion alwayes 
was , meekely (erued them, and 
moſte kindly fed chem, not only 
in their bodies,but muck more 
woundantliyin their foutes, with 
moſte pleaſant and celeſtiall 

Bb 3 foode; 
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616 The life of Chriſt, 
foode; ofthe which we beſee 
our Lorde Ieſus for his inf 
mercie to graunt vs our pa! 
Amen. | 

And after this bleſſed and ic 
full feaſt was ended, our Lo 
demided of Peter if he loued h 
more thenother; and ſo the 
cond, and thirde time, afki! 
himifhe loued him; andat eu 
time he commended ynto him 
Church, that he ſhould goue 
If, and his Flocke and Sheepe t 
he ſhould feede them: where 
we may ſe the ſingular carea 
benignitie of our Lorde Ieſus, 
eſpecially his exceedinge char! 
and loue to our foules. And af 
he declareth and foretelleth vr 
him, the death that he ſhould fi 
fer for his ſake. And thenPeter c 
fiered of our Lorde, to knowe 
what maner Iohn ſhould ſuff 
and our Lorde anſwered h! 
ſayinge. If 1 Wil that he tarrie till 
come, Whatis thatvnto thee? As if 
had faied , I will not that 

folloy 


Miſt, The life of Chriſt. 617 
ve beſecechefſſ followe me by the ſuffringe of 
his infinit paſsion as thou ſhalt, bur that in 
our parte. his full and perfet age he end 
his dayes in peace. And ſome of 
the diſciples ynderſtoode by that 
our Lord: fayinge, that he ſhould neuer haue 
loued him died, which truly had bene no 
ſo the ſe-}} great gifte, forit is better todie 
e, alkingeſſ bodilie, to the end we may liue 
id at eueriefſ} ever after with Chriſt eternally, 
1to him his as the bleſſed Apoſtle fateth, 
Id gouernel After his our Lordeleſus paſ- 
heepe that ſed away from them , and went 
- wherein againe as he was wonte to doe,y0 
Ir care and © viſit the holie Fathers in Paradiſe. 
eleſus, &} Alſo at an other time our Lorde 
ge charitieſſ leſus appeared to more then five 
Andaftzrſ| hundred diſciples gathered toge- 
leth vntoſff ther , as the Apoſtle faint Paul 
hould fuf.  witneffech, but where , at what 
nPeter de-}ſ| time, orin what maner , 1t 1s 
knowe in not written . Yet may we well 
ald ſuffer; fuppoſe , that it was with the 
ered hin fame great charitie, meekenes, 
arrie till | | and gentlenes on his parte , as 
? As if he} he was wonte before to doe;zand 
> that he] againe with no lefle ioy and 
follows Bb 4 COM 


618 The life of Chriſt, 
comforte on their partes the thi 
were wonteto have, And th 
haue we briefly ſpoken of twel: 
ſeuerall apparitions of our Lor 
Teſi after his reſurrection, hawr 
ommitted two other appearing 
thatnow doe followe after in tl 
procelle of his Aſcention. 


Of the apparitions of out Lorde 
leſus in generall, 


The GI: Chapter, 


L.beit that out Lorde Teſti 

> in ſondrie maners, and fox 
tene ſcuerall times, appeared al 
ter his reſurreRion , neuerthel: 
the goſpell ſpeaketh but only « 
ten apparitions. For it 1s nc 
writtten in the goſpel that he ap 
peared to his B. mother, nor ynr 
Ioſephe of Arimathia, $, Iame: 
and ynto more then fiue hundre 
| brethereat once,ſaue only thar © 
this laſt, whereof S. Paule maket! 
men 
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The life of Chriſt, 619 


_ oO mencion in his epiſtle ro the 
\ of twelue | C2rinthians: yet may we well 8 
our Lords — ſuppoſe of many 0- 
8 tier appearinges, tor It Is verie 
— ke that our benings Lordeand 
ter in che Y $2woure, ofte cimes viſized both 
n. his mother, and his beloued diſ- 


41 Lorde 


Ll 
F, 


rde Teſis 
nd foyr- 
eared af- 
uertheles 
only of 
t 1s not 
at he ap- 
IOT Ynro 
, Iames, 
wndred 
/ that of 
makech 
mens. 


ciples, & Marie Magdalen, com« 
fortinge and reioyſinge eſpecially 
thoſe, that were moſte afflicted 
and diſcomforted for his bicter 
death and paſsion . Wherof S. 
Augultin ſpeaketh where he ſai- 
eth : That of our Lordes bodily 
appearinges atter his reſurrection, . 
all thinges are notexpreſly writ 
ten, for heconuerſed oftentimes 
withthem : Andnot vnlike alſo 
that the holie Fathers, and namly 
Abraham and Dauid, to whom 
our Lorde made a ſpeciall promt- 
ſe of the incarnation of his Sonne 
came often in company with him 
to ſee the moſteexcellent virgin, 
their daughter, and Gods moſte 
bleſſed mother, the which for 
them and for all other found ſo 
| Bb5 great 
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620 The life of Chriſt. 

great grace, asto beare both hir 
owne Samoure and the Sauioure 
of all mankinde. O Lorde God. 
how ioifully they beheld vir, how 
reuerently they enclined ynco hir, 
and with what alacricy they prat- 
{ed and honored hir, 

And here we may conſider the 
great benignitie, highe charitie, 
and profounde meeknes of our 
Lordeand SauiourlTeſus , eſpect- 
ally incharafcer his reſurrreftion 
and glorious victorie, he would 
not preſenely leaue ys andaſcend 
vpanto hisglorie, but would in 
the maner ofa pilgrime, for tortie 
dayes beconuerfanc here on ear- 
the, to contirme and [trenghten 
the ilaith ofthis Apoſtles, & al vsin 
them Which chings he mighte 
hauedone by his Angelles ifto it 


hadplealed him, bat ſuch was his 


valſpeakable charitie, that he 
wolddoeit him feife by hiso:vne 
preſence , and perſonally would 
remaine with them for qo. dayes, 
and preache ynto them of the 

| | king< 


iſt. 


2 both hir 
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The life of Chriſt, 6tr 
kingdome (- Boe All this hath 
our mercifull good Lorde donne 
for vs, and yet we cannotſee it, 
nor doenotas We ought acknows« 
ledgeit : he hath alwayes loued 
vs, and yet louerh vs moſte fer- 
uentlie , but yer ſuch is our in- 

ratitude that we doe nor reloue 
him apaine, which argueth the 

reatvnkindnes in vs » and 

the aboundant charitie 

which ſtil] abideth in 
him; Bleffed may 
he euer be. 
Amen, 


The life of Chriſt, 
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The life-of Chrift, 622 
Chriſt , whoſoeuer thou beelt 
that heareſt or readeſt the ſame, 
ifchou wilt feele the exceedinge 
fruire and (weetnes thereof 1n 
thy ſoule, awaken thy harce, 
and quicken vp thy ſpirite , fo 
far foorthe, that if ever before 
thou dideſt ftir and mone thy 
ſelge by deuout contemplation 
in thelife of Chriſt,now oughteſt 
thou maſte eſpecially to doe the 
ſame. And namely this one thing 
ſhould ſtir vp thine affection, and 
make thine harce yerie attentiue, 
to hearethat thy Lorde is now 
depactinge from thee, and ther- 
fore his laſte wordes and deedes, 
oughte dilligently to be confide- 
red, and ſafely laied vp in thy hart 
and memorte. | 

For to fſpeaie then of the 
Aſcention of our Lorde and 
Sauioure Teſus, we may call 
to minde that on the forrtte day 
after his reſurretion,he know- 


Inge that his time was now 
come 


17 Lorde 


derfull 
eleſus 
Chriſt, 


624, The life of Chriſt. 
come for to departe from th 
worlde and to paſſe vnto h 
Father, he tooke out of Parad; 
rerreſtre , all the Patriarche 
Prophets, and holie foules wi! 
him, bleſsinge Enoch and Hel 
who there abide {till aliue in the 
| bodies: and then he came yn! 
his Apoſtles, who were gaths 
red together in mount Sion 
which was the place whe! 
he made that worthie ſupper tl 
nighte before his paſsicn, the! 
beinge then with them his ble: 
ſed mother and otier diſciple 
And ſo our Lorde appearing 
ynto them ſaied, that he woul 
eate withthem before he depat 
ted from them, for a ſpecia 
token and memoriall of hi 
10ue ynto them : wherfore the 
did all eate together with excee 
dingegreat ioy and mirthein thi 
laſte feaſte of their Lorde an 

Sauioure Teſus, 

At the laſte he ſpake vnto then 
iayinge . The timeis now mw 
ta 
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nt S10nN , 
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pper the 
:N, there 
his bleſ. 
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pearinge 
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ſpeciall 
of his 
ore they 
h excee- 
en this 
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tothem 
W come 
that 
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 vnto his 


The life of Chriſt. 625 
that I retourne againe ynto him 
that ſent me, but you (hall re- 
maine in the Cirie yntill you be 
new cloathed with the Holie 
Ghoſte, the which from aboue 
ſhall come ypon you; for with in 
few dayes you thall be filled with. 
his vertu as I haue promiſed you , 
and after you thall goe & preache 
my goſpell chouroughe out all 
the wortde. and bapriſinge all 
that ſhall bereue in me , {ſo th: 

you ſhall be witneſles vnto me 
into the yttermolte endes of the 
earthe, And they aſked him of 
diuers thinges that were to come 
aſter, but he wouldnot tel them, 
for as much as it was not needfull 
for them to knowethe (ecretts of 
God, which the Facher had re- 
ſerued in his owne power, to 
fulfill ac this 'owne will and 
pleaſure , And thus continued 
they diſcourſinge and eatinge to- 
ether, with great loy vato chem _ 
of the blefſed preſence of their 

Lorde , but neuertheles with 
much 
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626 The life of Chriſt, 
much priete becauſe of his dep: 
ture from them, for they lou 
him ſo feruently that they cor 
not but with forrowfull hari 
hearetell thereof; eſpecially © 
bleſſed Ladie his mother , w/ 
loued him ſo paſsinge dearely 
boue all other. 

And we may deuoutly ſupp 
ſe, that our Ladie beinge mou 
with the {weetnes of hir tend 
and motierly lone, ſtcctnge ne 
vnto himlaied down hir head 
reſted 1t ypon hisblefled breaſt 
as S. Iohn had done before h 
paſsion at that worthie (upp: 
and with fweer teares fighing 
ſheſpake vntohim in this man 
ſayinge. My bleſſeiSoone if the 
wilt needes departe and recor! 
vato thy Father, I beſeeche th: 
to take me with thee? And o; 
Lorde comfortinge hir faic: 
My deere Mother I pray you n 
to take heauely my departu! 
from you, for I mnſte goe vn! 
my Father, and it willl be ver 

| ; FRO by. Exp! 


The life of chrift, 627 


brift, 2dient that youremaine here 
f his depar. aye to ——_ ſuch as 
tey loued fl a.11 be conterted and belene 
they could in me, and then afterwardes I 
Full harces ſhall come and bringe you with 
cially our ne into everlaſtinge bliſſe. Then 
mer, whe 01.4 our ods. My deere 
dearely4-  $onne thy will be done alt= 
wayes, and in all thinges, for I 
tly ſuppo- am not onely contented to ſtay 
ge moued Þ here at thy pleaſure, bur allſo 
ur render F ;, {uffer death for the loue of 
:nge next | thoſe ſoules , for whom thou 
urheads NF youchſafedſt fo willingly to 
d breaſte, | ie . Lonely then beeſeeche thee 
fore his | to be euermindfull ofms. And 
e (upper, | then our Lorde recomforted 
fighinge, | Loch hir , and all the others, 
us maner ſayinge . Let nor your hartes 
ie 1f thou © þe troubled, nor feare you not, 
i recorne | fort will not leaue you defo- 
che thee | [ate , for I ſhall ſoone come a« 
And oar gaine and euermore remaine with 
Ir faicd, you, And (oat thelaſtehe willed 
JOU not F them to goe into the mount of 
-parture F Qliuet for from thence he would 
De ynto alcen- 
be verie 
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6:8 The life of Chriſt. 
aſcende yp to heauen in all t 
ſightes: and this being ſaied, 
paſſed preſently away fi 
them, | 
Then ſpeedely his bleſſed 
ther with all the other comp 
haſtned them and went into 
aforeſaied mount which is at 
a myle fromleruſalem, and | 
preſentlie our Lorde appe: 
vnto them. loe here we haut 
this day ewo ſcuerall apnearir 
of our Lorde. Then embra 
he his mother and tooke 


Feaue of hir, and ſhe againe « 


braced him moſte tender] 
And then allſo the diſciples, 
Marie Magdalen, and di 

others fallinge downe to 
grounde , and tenderly w 
pinge, kiſſed his holie feete , 
he takinge them vp embra 
all his Apoſtles moſte louing]z 
Now let vs conſider 01 
gently of them and of all t 
there is done, and here wit] 
let vs behould the holy _ 
c 


Chriſt; 

n in all their 
ng ſaied X he 
away from 


bleſſed mos 
Cr company 
entinco the 
Iich is about 
N, and there 
e appeared 
we haue cn 
apnNearinges 
1 embraced 
tooke his 
apaine em. 
tenderly, 
ciples, and 
nd divers 
1e fo the 
rly wee- 
eete , and 
embraced 
uinply, 
der ll: 
f all that 
e withall 
' Fathers 


being 


The life of Chrift, 
being there inuiſible , how loy- 
fully they behould , and in» 
wardly laude and praiſe hir, by 
whom they hane receaued ſo 
reat a benifit of their ſaluation, 
Alſo they behould thoſe wore 
thie champions and leaders of 
Gods hoſte to wit the Apoſtles, 
the which amonge all others 


our Lorde Ieſus hath ſpecially * 


choſen for to conquer all the 


worlde. . 
Ac the laſte when allthe miſ- 


teries were fultilled and ended, 
our Lorde Tefus began by L:ie 
& litle to be lifced vp before the,8C 
to aſcende by his almighty power 
and yertu . And then our Ladie 
with all the others fell downe 
to the ground moſte deuoutlie 
worſhipinge him. And our Ladie 
faied, My bleſſed Sonne Tefu, I 
beſeeche thee to be mindfull of 
me: and there with ſhe could 
not refraine from weepinge be- 
cauſe of hisdeparture,yet was ſhe 
moſte ioyfull ro ſee hir m—_— a 
= 
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630 The life of Chriſt: 

gloriouſlie aſcende to heauen 
Alſo the Diſciples taied, Lord 
Teſus we haue forſaken all for th 
loue ofthee, wherfore we beſech 
ro thinke ypon ys. And then ou 


| Lorde hauinge his handes lifte 


Vp, blefſed them with a bright 
and ioyfull countenance. Andf; 
beinge crowned worthely as 
kinge, & moſte glofiouſlly araied 
he aſcended yp to heauen, ſay 
Inge: Befled faſt & worke man 
fully, for Iſha}l will ener. be wit! 
Oil, 

: Andthus our Lorde Tefas al 
glorious white and rubie ſhinin- 
ge & ioyfully leadinge with hin 
that noble mulcitude of holie fa- 
thers,poinge before them and fſhe- 
winge the the way , fulfilled that 
which the Prophets had faied 
lonze before of his Aſcention; 
and fo they all with ynſpeaka« 
ble 10y followed him, finginge 
merely the pſalmes and hym- 
nes, Which appertained to 
eheir deliuerance from all for- 

| | rowe, 


ft: 
heauen . 
1, Lorde 
Il for the 
e beſeche 
then our 
les lifted 
a brighte 
e. Andſo 
hely as a 
y arated , 
en, fay- 
ke man« 
be with 


Teſas all 
> ſhinin- 
vith him 
nolie fa- 
and the- 
[led that 
d faied 
-ention:; 
ſpeakas 
inginge 
| bym- 
ed to 
all ſor- 
rowe, 


The life of Chrift, 637 
rowe, and entrance into all ioy 
and glorie, 

And at this preſent the Ar- 
changell ſaint Michell Prouoite 
of Paradice went before, and 
rould all the court of heauen , 
that our Lorde Teſus was co- 
minge and aſcendinge vp vnto 
them. And then all the bleſſed 
ſpirites after their erders went 
towardes their Lorde, and mee- 
tinge with bim, they worſhi- 
ped him with all reverence they 
could pofsibly performe, and led 
him wich himmes and ſonges of 
ioy ſo great as may not be ſpoken 
orthoughte, And when the holie 
Fathers, andthe bleſſed Angelles 
met, they walked together fin- 
ginge Alleluia, and other moſte 
ioytull ſonges with great renue- 
rence. before him. O Lorde 
who 1s ableto exprefſe,what ex- 
ce2dinge toy they had when they 
met together, 

And whenthey had done due 
reverence ynto our Lotde, and 

| Res recl- 


622 The life of Chriſt, 
recited their ioyfull ſonges t 
appertained to his glorious Al 
tion , they torned them the « 
ynto the other, both the bleſ 
ſpirites, and the holie Fache 
reioyſing and finginge; And fir 
the hohie ſpirizes began in t 
maner ſayinge. Yee Princes 
Gods people yee be welcor 
vnto ys and 1oyfull we be 
your cominge; all yee are no 
here gathered together al 
wonderfully lifte yp with o 
God, alleluis: Therefore ma 
mirthe aud finge we now to hi 
that ſo gloriouily aſcendeth vp 
heauen, and abouethe heauen « 
heauens, Allel»a: | | 
And the holie Fathers 1oy full 
anſwered againe. To you Prince 
of Gods people ; Ail:luia : Ou 
keepers and helpers, Alleluis : io 
and peace beeuer, Alleluia : Sing 
we and make we mirthe to ou 
kinge and our Sauioure , Allelui, 
Allelaie, Alleluia » Now goe' W: 


merely into the houſe of oty 
| Lorde; 


miſt, 
onges that 
ous Alce. 
n the one 
he bleſſed 
e Fachers, 
"And firlte 
n In this 
Irinces of 
welcome 
we be of 
are now 
her and 
with our 
ore make 
»w to him 
Jeth vp to 
heauen of 


5s 10y fully 
u Princes 
ia ; Our 
eluia : 10y 
ia : Singe 
16 to our 
, Alleluia, 
q 90c we 
> of ou 


Lorcde; 


The life of Chrift, 633 
Lorde, Alleſuia: And into that 
worlhipful citie of God thace ſhall 
receiue Vs altogether, Alleluia: 
enter we with hymnes and {on- 
ges of 10y, Alleluia, Alleluia, Allelnia. 


Loe here wasgreate mirthe and ' 


lubiley, yea ſo great as neuer was 
ſeene or heard the like, from the 
begininge of the worlde vnco 
this prelentc, 

Thus aſceded our Lorde Ieſus 
moſte glorioullie in the yoice of 
Trompetts, that is in the voice of 
Angelles, to thegreat and won- 
dertull comfore of his bleſſed 
mother and of his Apollles , lo 
longe as their bodely fighte wauld 
{uffer them to behould him. And 
after a bright cloude toke him 
from their tighte, and then in a 


moment 3% vnperceiueable ſhorte: 


time, he was with all his holie 
Angels and with theaforeſaid Fa- 
chers in the higheſt heauen , O 
Lorde what vnſpeakable iog was 
itthen, to ſee thac B, Lorde (o 
gloriouſly aſcendinge! Surely we 


may 
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624 The life of Chrift, 
may ſuppoſe that who ſo mig 
haue ſecne him as the Apof 
did, and there wi: all h: 
heard that ioyfull harmonie 
Angelles and the holie ſow 
which then aſcended, for paſs1 
and exceſsiueioy,his ſoule wo! 
haue departed from his bodie a 
aſcended vp to heauen with c| 
VV herfore our Lordecon{fideri 
the imbecillicie and weaknes 
man in this life would only ſhe 
In this his aſcention, ſome pat 
of his glotie ynto his mother a1 
his diſciples , ſo fer foorthe 
their frailtie and abilitie was ab 
to beare , hideinge from the! 
that which chey could nor ſuff 
livinge in this mortallitie . Fc 


which cauſe he fent two Ange 


ynto them jn mans likenes , th: 
they thouldinoct trauaile them ſe! 
ves ouer much in chat ſtanding 6 
lookening vp after him in to hea 
ven. For they were fo rauiſhed 1! 
chat bleſſed fighte, chat they ha: 
quite forgotten them _ 
"her 
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636 The life of Chrift 


Jeſas, contemplating of heauen 
thinges, by the imagination al 
likenes of earchlie chinges ; ho 
he with al] the blefſed compar 
of holie ſoules, openeth the gat 
of heaue that longe time had be! 
ſhut againſte mankinde , and ax 
worthie & victorious coquero 


_ entered in, & 10yfully in chepr 


{ence of the Father ſaiedas fo 
lowetih. Holy FatherI chake th 
chat chou haſte giuen meche vi 
corie ouer all our enimies, and | 
my bleſſed Father here I preſe 
vnto thee al our frendes thar 16 
haue bene detained in prifon at 
in thraldene. And furcher for. 
much as I haue promiſed to n 
diſciples and bretheren whom 
haue leftin the worlde, to ſei 
the holie Ghoſte che comfort 
vnto them,l pray aud defier th 
£o tuliiil my promiſe, and therfo 
I recommend them ſpecially vn 
thee. Then che Father ta{ing hi 
vp placed him, & made him to {i 


, £2 has r,ghte hande,and faied. V 


bleil 


iſt, 
 heauenly 
ation and 
2CS 5 how 
company 

the gates 
2 had bene 
» andas a 
:oquerout 
n che pre- 
ed as fol. 
hake thee 
1eche vice 
s, and loe 
I preſent 

thac loge 
rilon and 
her for as 
ed to my 
1whomlI 
, to ſend 
comforter 
lefier thee 
1 therfore 
lally vnro 
ing him 
um to {1tt 
fajed, My 

bletied 


 Thelife of Chrift. C25 \. 
blefſed Sonne;, all power is giuen - 
ro thee both in heauen & earche, 
wherfore of all thou haſte aſked, 
diſpoſe and order as thou ſhalt 
thinke moſte fic and expedient. 
After this all the holie Fathers, 
and Angelicall ſpirites, the which 
had continued proſtrate in wor- 
ſhipinge before the throane of the 
Trinicie, rifinge vp with all reue- 
rece,began againe to make mirthe 
and {inge their ioyfull ſonges. 
And thus inal the City ofhea- 
ven is heard and ſoupge that 
1oyful and heauenly ſonge of Alle- 
luis, thouroughe all the ſtreetes 
thereof. Neuer from the begining 
of the worlde was there fo folene 
and ſo ioyfull a feaſte, nor hapely 


' never ſhal there beagaine cil atter 


theday of dome , when all the 
elet and cheſen ſeruantes of ovr 
Lord ſhal be prefenced with their 


bodies moſt beauritul & glorified, 
Now then if we haueconlide- 
red this matter well we may 
plainly perceiue, that al whatſoe- 
CC. 2 uer 


© 638 The life of Chrift; 

ner God hath wroughte & don 
he hath principally done for vs 
come vntothis end, and witho 
the whichal his orter maruelo 

workes, had bene as vnperte& 
tonoeend, For behould che he 
uens and earth and all that is 
them, were but made for man, b 
man him ſzlfe was only made f 
to poſſeſſe and enioy the glorie 
heauen;zwherinto no man migh 
euer haue entered becauſe of | 
finne ynto this preſent day, r 
thoughe he were neuer ſo pure 
holie, So that here we ſee ho 
worthie and excellent this ho] 
day is, which moſte properly m: 
becalled the folemne and ioyft 
feaſte ofour Lorde leſus, For th 
day in his manhood did he firl 
fitinglorieon the righte hand 
his Father, and enioyed perfe 
reſt from his former trauaile: 
Alſo this day is a feaſt of great ic 
to al the bleſſed fpirites ot he: 
uen, for this day they had a ne 
Oy in the fighte of rheir Lorde 
| | WRo! 
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The life of Chriſt, 629 
whom they neuer had (ene there 
before in his glorious humanirie, 
And this day began the firlte re- 
paratio of their company (which 
tel downe by apoſtalie) and chat 
in an ynſpeakeable nomber .of 
bleſſed ſoules , Patriarkes, and 
Prophets, who on this cay en- 
tred into that moſte bleſſed city 
of heauenly Hierufaletheir moſte 
proper home & inheritace. Wher 
tor ſeinge we keepe ſolemnely the 
fealt of one Sainte or martyr, that 
is departed out of this world into 
the glorie ofheauen , how much 
more oughte we to doe the fame 
of ſo many thoulſandes tc getner? 
E ſpecially ſeingein this company 
is-the holy ofal holies,& he whica 
is far more worthy of honorgthen 
alche Saintes & Angels together, 


Furthermore this day is a {pes 
cial feaſt of ioy to our bleſſed lady 
foraſmuch as this day, ſhe faw hir 
B. Sonne leſus perfe&t Godand 
perfet man, crowned as aroyall 
king,fo gloriouſly aſced to heauee. 

Cc 3 This 
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_- , Thisdayalloistovsafeaſtofio) 
For this day was our nature fir! 
exalted abonethe heauens. An 
faint Bernard in ſermon ſaiech 

_ this glorious fealt of the Aſcenti 
ofour LordeIeſus,isthe endan 
fulfillinge of al ocher feaſtes an 
ſolemnities, & a bleſſed conclufii 
of al the iorney of our Lord Iefus 

Thus finally may we lee tha 
this feaſt is moſte highe & moſt 
ſolemne of al others; & chat ſoul 
which truly and inwardly louet! 
our Lordzlefus, thouid this da' 
be molte feruently rauithed vp cc 
heauen and heauenly cogiracions 
& thould conceiue more inwarc 
ioy of harte,the onany other daz 
in the yeare, For as our Lord: 
Teſus faied vnto his diſciples; 
Truly if youloued me you would 
be glad & ioyful becauſe! goero 
the Father; where by it ſhould in» 

. deed ſeme by his owne wordes, 

that ther was not any day in iea- 

'Uea {0 10yFul a day as this, whica 

latted. yaiill. che caſte of Pence» 

2 3 colte 
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coſte followinge ,, the which 
we may deuoutly imagin to- 
haue bene kepte and folemnized 
in this maner, 

The Afcention of our Lorde 
and Saujoure Ieſfus was about 
the ſixthower.. For atthe thirde 
hower before he dideate with 
his diſciples. Then. we may the- 
reby gather andimagine, thatin 
thoſeten dayes from his Alcenti- 
on to the day of tie cominge of 
the hole Ghoſte, all the 9. orders 
of Angels, with theſoules of the 
holie Fathers in ſeed of the X, 
made ynto him' ten feuerall and 
moſte toyfull feaftes : and how 
our Lorderewarded them partt= 
cularly wich ſome ynſpeakeable 
comforte. And althoughe. that all 
the courte of heauen reioyced 
generally of his glorious aſcentt= 
on; aid were ſo wonderfull glad 
as thacno mortall toungs is euer 
2ble to expretle their ioy, ver par- 
ticularly trom che h »wer of his 
alceacion to the ſixt hower oi che 

| nexg2. 
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next day followtinge, the Ang 
firite made their fealte, Andint 
fame maner the ſecond day t 
Archangels, The third cay t 
Vertues, T he fourth day the P 
teltaces, T he fiithe day the Pri 
cipalities. The ſixt day che Don 
nations. The feaventh day t 
Throanes, The eighre day t 
Cherubins. And the ninthe d 
the Seraphins. And in this man 
all the nine orders of holie A 
gels, continued their joyfull fe 
ites vntothe vigil of Pentico!! 
And from thence vnto the thir: 
hower of the day following 
which is whitſonday, all the hi 
lie Fathers with their compar 
kept their {olemnitie. And thi 
in all thoſe ten dayes before tl 
cominge of the holie Ghof: 
downeintocarth, was their mat 
uelous ioy and mirthe aboue 1 
heauen, To the which ioy o! 
Lord& Sauiourc lefus bringe 1 
al after the conſummation of th 
tranſicorie and mortallife, Ame! 

( 


rſt.” 
the Angel; 
Andia the 
d day the 
-d Cay the 
y the Po- 
the Prin- 
he Domi. 
1 day the 
e day the 
inthe day 
h1s maner 
holie An. 
»yfull fea» 
entico!te, 
the thirde 
towinge, 
li the ho- 
company 
And thus 
zefore the 
e Ghoſic 
heir mar« 
aboue 1n 
h toy our 
bringe Vs 
on of this 
fe, A men. 
| of 
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Of the ſenlinge do!) nc of the 
Holie Gboſle, 
The 53. Chapter. 
Fter thac our Lorde Teſus 
was aſcended vp and entred 
into his glorie, and that the An- 
gels had willed the diſciples to 
retorne againe into the citie, they 
all with his B. mocher denoutly 
fallinge downe, kitled the ſteppes 
of his lacred feete, where he had 
laſte touched che earthe, And af 
terasthe goſpell of S. Luke des 
clareth, they went backe to Hies 
ruſalem with great alacritie and 
toy , Where they continued the 
ſpace often dayes inferuent pray- 
er, expectinge the cominge ofthe 
holie Ghoſte, 
And when the tenth day aſter 
the alcention was come,our Lore 
de leſus ſaied ynto his Father in 


this maner, My deere Father,now 
is the high time of graceat hand, 
wherfore I do defierthat my pro 
miſe made vnto my bretheren 
concerninge the Holie Ghote, 

may 
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may be performed vnto the 


- And the Father anſwered. | 


cecre & only Sonne, I amrigl 
glad of that promiſe, and am v 
pleaſed that it be accompliſh 
The ſaied he tothe Holie Ghotl 
ve pray thee that thou would 
goe downe to our diſciples, a 
repleniſhe and fill chem w! 


- thy grace, and to comforte, {tre 


othen, and inſtruct them , and 
beſtowe ypon them aboundan 
of all heauenly vercues, 

Then preſently ce Holie Gh 
ſte came downe with a wond 
full noiſe in burninge toung 
vpon an huadred and twen' 
diſciples, who at thattime we 
-achered together ; and filled c| 
with all manerof grace and ye! 
tue: wher with the diſciples we 
ſo greatly (tregchned & inflam? 
that they preſently went into : 
the worlde, and for the mo! 
parce made it (tibiect vnto ther 

T his therfore is a moſte laud: 
ble and louinge feaſte , for . 


ift 
nto them, 
ered, My 
am righte 
1d am wel 
ompliſhed, 
ie Gholite, 
1 wouldeſt 
iples , and 
em With 
Tree, {tren- 
N , and to 
oundance 


olie Gho- 
a wonde- 
e rounges 
i twentic 
ma were 
| filled the 
and yer- 
ples were 
inflamed, 
It into all 
he moſt? 
1o them, 
ſte lauda- 
, for it1s 


the 
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the feaſte of bim who is proper- 
ly loue, and as $, Gregoire iajeth, 
the Holie Ghoſte is altogecher 
loue. For which cauſe he that 
goethabour to {erue God,lhould 
{pecially at chis ſolemnitie be in- 
flamed with loue, or at the leaſte 
witha molte burninge defier of 
theſame, which oughrenor to be 
intermingled wich the Joue of 
this world, For asS. Bernare ſai- 
eth, He greatly errecth who fup- 
poleth to ioyne together heauely 
10yes, With the aſhes of eartely de. 


 lightes; or che ſweete fpiricuall 


balme, with the venemeous wee- 
des of the worlde:or tae gratious 
wires of the Hol e Gholte, with 
theſe deceitfull yanities. 

Let ys thertore vcterlie forſake 
all falſe and worldly coforts, and 


al impure &carnall loue, & giue 
our (clues vnto deuotio & prayer 
as the Apoſtles 11d, expecting che 
cominge vithe Holie ghoſte. And 
then we may truſt with affured 
confidence, that we ſhall not a- 

bide 
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= 7 . bidevntillthecenth day, butt 
2 > te will come and comrorte « 
deſolate foules. Wherfore c 
we may be able to receiue t 
finguler grace and comforce, : 
finaliy atraine to the blitle w/ 
vnto cur Lord leſus is atcend 
and hath made the way bef 
Vs, let vs abandon all earch 
loue & like:inge of this wretc| 
worlde,letys netier our delig] 
on the ſtinkinge pleaſures ot « 
fleſh, nor any way - nouriſhe t 
-Gefiers thereof , but continua 
longe to be {eperated from it. | 
that chorovghe the grace of t 
Holie Gholte aydinge & aſziſti 
ge vs, we may endeuour to foll 
wethe lite of Lorde leſus in th 
worlde, & after to aſcende wi 
him intothe gloriouscitie of he: 
uenly Hierufalem: where he, { 
ueraigne kinge, with the Fathe 
and t:.e bolie Ghoſte, one God 
Trinirie, huech & raignech ew 


veRdWithout end. Amep, 
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riſt. 

ay, but that 
nroree Our 
rfore chat 
Ecelue tis 
free, and 
tle wher 
alcended, 
vay before 
ill earchl:e 
, wretched 
ar delighte 
res ot che 
 uriſhe rhe 
ontinualiy 
om it. So 
ice of thic 
£ aſsiſtin- 
r to follo. 
(us in this 
nde with 
tie of hea® 
Te he 10- 
16 Father, 
ne Godin 
Neth euer 
men, 


